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615 Walnut Strbrt, | 

Philadblphia, December 81, 1876, f 
Prof. J. P. Lesley, State Ge-ologist: 

Dear Sir : — I have the honor to submit to you A Report 
of Progress upon that part of Somerset county lying west of 
the Allegheny Mountain. 

Field work was resumed, in accordance with your instruc- 
tions, in June, 1876, at the place where it had been suspended 
at the close of the season of 1875. 

Mr. W. G. Piatt, Geological Assistant in Cambria and Som- 
erset counties, made the detailed examination, and this report 
has been prepared jointly by him and myself. A few of the 
sections used in the report were made by Mr. C. A Young, aid 
on the Survey, in the season of 1875. 

Mr. R. II. Sanders, Topographical Assistant, spent the month 
of November in making a topographical map of the Salisbury 
Basin in Somerset county, and his work was characteristically 
rapid and excellent. 

In all parts of the county the residents willingly furnished 
to the Survey information and assistance; and special kindness 
was received from Mr E. K. Ilyndman, General Superintend- 
ent of the Pittpburg and Connellsville railroad ; Hon. E. D. 
Yutzy and Mr. N. Scott, of Ursina; Hon. E. D. SculL Presi- 
dent of the Pittsburg and Baltimore Coal. Coke and Iron Com- 
pany ; Mr. S. Philson and Mr. Wi^jle, of Berlin ; Mr. De France, 
Superintendent of the Keystone Coal Company, Meyersdale ; 
Mr. Batzer, C. E., of Meyersdale, and many others. 

I remain, very respecttully, 

FRANKLIN PLATT. 
[IIHII. v] 
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The Report of the Progress of the Geological Survey of 
Pennsylvania in Somerset county now published, as prepared 
by Mr. Franklin Piatt and Mr. Wm. G. Piatt, to whom was 
intrusted the continuation of the work of the corps southward 
from Cambria county,* is so complete that the local geologist 
will have no difl5.culty in finding what he wants to see or ex- 
amine more minutely for himself ; he has only to consult the 
copious index at the end of Ihe volume, from which, it is be- 
lieved, has been omitted no name of person, place, formation, 
exposure or mine mentioned in the text. 

This Index will also serve to a certain extent as a synopsis 
of and guide to the geology of the Coal Measures ; as its 
items have been carefully classified and duplicated and ar- 
ranged, wherever it was possible to do so, in a regular order of 
superposition from above downwards, and also in a regular 
geographical order from north to south, within the limits of each 
of the three sub-basins, commencing always with the first, or 
Salisbury, then the Somerset, and then the Johnstown-Con- 
fluence sub-basin. By noticing the page references the reader 
will soon be able to guess from them alone into which sub-ba- 
sin his reference will fall. 

The last chapters of the bookf are intended to furnish the 
citizens of Somerset county who may not own reports on 
other counties in Western Pennsylvania with a summary of 
the principal facts relating to the Bituminous Coal Region, 
making a statement of not only what is now known of the 
First of its Great Basins from Lock Haven to Salisbury, but 
of its geological relationship with the basins lying west of it. 

*See Report of Progress 11 H, Cambria oounty, 1876. 
fPart IV, Chap. 17, page 285, and Chap. 18, page 315. 

[IIIIII. Xi] 
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lu those last chapters are explained the references matle else- 
where in the book to an old and important error regarding the 
thickness of the Barren Measures, the number and character 
of the coal beds and limestones included in them, and especially 
the place in the series to be assigned (now for the first time 
with certainty) to the Elk Lick Coal and Limestone and to the 
Johnstown Iron Ore. 

This error has begotten such embarrassment and confusion 
that I am unwilling to leave its origin and authorship in 
doubt, and will therefore give at the close of this preface a 
short history of it not uninstructive to those on whom fall the 
responsibilities of our profession. 

Somerset is divided into two parts ; a smaller part, composed 
of Allegheny, Northampton, Larimer, Greenville and South- 
ampton townships, lying cast of the crest of the Allegheny 
Mountain and outside of the Bituminous Coal Fields of West- 
em Pennsylvania ; and a larger part lying west of that crest 
and extending across the First Great Coal Basin to the Laurel 
Hill Momitain. 

This Report is concerned only with the larger part, the 
south-eastern townships being left to another report, to be in- 
cluded in another volume devoted chiefly to the Geology of 
Bedford county. 

The townships of Somerset county are arranged geographi- 
cally in the following manner : 

Ck)neTnaugh. Paint. 

Jenner. Qaemahoning. Shade. 

Jefferson. Somerset. Stone. 

Middle Creek. Milford. Brotlier's VaUey. Allegheny. 

Upper Turkey Foot. Northampton. 

Lower Turkey Foot. Summit. Larimer. C Sonth- 

Addison. Elk Lick. Greenville. ( ampton. 

The north county line between Somerset and Cambria com- 
mencing on the crest of Laurel Hill, 6 miles south-west of 
Johnstown, runs due east 7 miles to Stony Creek ; thence up 
the bed of Stony and Paint creeks 6 miles to Scalp Level ; 
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tbeuce due east 10 miles to the crest of the Allegheny Moun- 
tain, 6 miles south of the north-west corner of Bedford county. 

The eagt county line between Somerset and Bedford keeps 
the crest of the Allegheny Mountain south-southwest 14 miles 
to a point 1^ miles north of the Bedford pike; thence due 
south 16 miles, across to the north knob of the Cumberland 
Coal Basin and along the crest of Savage Mountain to the gap 
of Wiirs creek, and Baltimore and Pittsburg railroad 2 miles 
west of Bridgeport ; thence 7 miles along the crest of the same 
Savage Mountain to the Maryland State line. 

The south county line between Somerset and Maryland runs 
due west 31 miles, across the Cumberland Coal basin, across 
the anticlinal valley west of it, across the Allegheny Moun- 
tain, Salisbury Coal basin, Negro Mountain and Winding 
Ridge to the bed of the Youghiogheny river. 

The west county line between Somerset and Fayette runs 
down the bed of the river northward, past Confluence, to the 
centre of the gap through Laurel Hill, a distance, in an air 
line, of about 9J miles ; thence north northeast 15 miles along 
the crest of Laurel Hill to the north-east corner of Fayette ; 
thence more north-east 21 miles still along the crest of Laurel 
Hill (with Westmoreland county on the west of it) to the place 
of beginning. 

The greatest length of Somerset county is 89 miles; the 
greatest breadth 36 miles ; the total area 682,240 acres, or 1,066 
square miles. 

The surface of Somerset county is everywhere broken by 
water courses (in valleys from 100 to 400 feet deep) draining 
northward and westward into the Conemaugh river and south- 
ward and westward into the Youghiogheny, while the princi- 
pal mountain ranges are seen running north and south, or more 
accurately, north-northeast and south-southwest. 

To represent this drainage system and the water basins of 
the county a map (Plate XVIIa) has been made, on which the 
townships are marked by their initial capital letters, and all 
other names omitted, so that the eye can take in at a glance 
the scope and direction of the streams : Paint, Sandy and the 
Quemahoning in the north ; Buffalo, Elk Lick, Flaugherty's 
run, Middle creek, White s creek. Laurel run, (or the North 
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Fork,) all branches of Caetleman's river, itself tlie middle 
branch of tbe Youghiogheny river, — iu the aonthern town- 
Bhips ; and Will's creek in the south-east. 

It will be observed that none of the drain^e of Westmore- 
land and Fayette counties enters Somerset county. Laurel 
Hill is only broken to let out the combined waters of nortliern 
Somerset, past Johnstown and Blairsville, into the Allegheny 
river north of I'ittsburg, — and again to let out the combined 
waters of middle and southern Somerset past Confluencd and 
Connellsville, into the Monongahela riversouth of Pittsburg. 

Even part of Greenville township, east of the crest of the 
Allegheny, drains westward through the barriers with all tHe 
rest into the Ohio river. Western Maryland is drained north- 
ward and westward through Somerset county into the Ohio 
Kivcr valley. In otlter words, there is an inclined water plane 
from the crest of the A.legheny Mountain (or, geologically 
speaking, from the great anticlinal uplift which occurs to the 
east of it) all the way to and beyond Pittsburg, and also an 
inclined water plane from Western Maryland and West Vir- 
ginia into Pennsylvania. 

This plane is represented (at water level) by tbe elevations 
of tbe stations on the Pennsylvania HR. in Cambria county, and 
by the elevations of the stations on tlie iiultimore, Cumberland, 
Connellsville and Pittsburg BR. in Somerset county, thus : 
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Further discussion of the phenomenon of Allegheny Moun- 
tain drainage will be found in the firat chapter of the Special 
Report L (1876) on the Coke Region of the Youghiogheny 
river, and in the preface to Report of Progress HH (1876) on 
Cambria county, wherein a large amount of hypsometrical 
data is given, to which the following may here be added : 

Railway and other Levels. 

The Pittsburg division of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad 
crosses the Allegheny Mountain in Somerset county and fol- 
lows down the right bank of Castleman river from Meyersdale to 
Brook Tunnel, at which point it cuts through the Hog Back 
ridge by a tunnel 1,600 feet in length, placing itself on the 
waters of Laurel Hill creek, which it then follows to the Tur- 
key Foot ; thence the railroad skirts the right bank of the 
Youghiogheny, and passes out of the county in the deep gap 
of Laurel Hill. This road, well equipped and in good condi- 
tion, places the southern part of the county in direct line of 
communication with the Atlantic seaboard and the West. 

The following table shows the elevation of each station along 
the line of the railroad in Somerset county above mean tide at 
Baltimore : 



Southampton 

Glencoe 

PhiLson's 

Sandpatoh Tannel. 

Sammit 

Meyersdale 

Garrett 

Pine Grove 

Mineral Point 

Castleman Station. 

Pinkerton 

Shoo Fly Tunnel.. 

Broolc Tunnel 

Ursina. 

Ck>nfiaenoe 

Draketown run.. . . 



East of Allegheny 
Mountain crest. 



; 



1,564' 
1,633' 
1,861' 
2,226' 
2,286' 
2,063' 
1,W8' 
1,874' 
1,825' 
1,757' 
1,649' 
1,614' 
1,558' 

1,346' 
1,319' 



The Salisbury and Baltimore railroad runs for a few miles up 
the Castleman river from Meyersdale, furnishing an outlet to 
the Pittsburg coal area of that region. 
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The following is a list of levels aloug its line : 

Baltimore aud Ohio railroad J anotion 2,00fi' 

Meyersdaie 2,063' 

Coal mines* 2,007' 

Bomain 2,073' 

Keystone 2, 075' 

Li vengood *8 miil 2, 100' 

Salisbury 2,131* 

Coal mines t 2,331' 

The Buffalo Valley railroad runs north-eastward from Gar- 
ret to Berlin, the stations alon^ the line occupying the follow- 
ing elevation above mean tide at Baltimore : 

Garrett, aabefore 1,948' 

Burkliolder. 1,992' 

Btlohie 2,010' 

Bitner 2,044' 

Pine Hill 2,064' 

Hanger's 2,073' 

BerUnt 2,176' 

The Somerset and Mineral Point railroad, running along 
Coxe's creek connects the county seat with Mineral Point, a 
station on the Pittsburg division of the Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad. 

Mineral Point, as before 1,825' 

Saraes 1,839' 

Baker's 1,889* 

Milford 1,932' 

Mud Pike crossing 2,016' 

Roberts. 2,042' 

Cantner 2,108' 

Somerset^ 2,128* 

The northern half of the county is still without railroad fa- 
cilities, although a junction might easily be effected with the 
main line of the Pennsylvania railroad traversing the southern 
portion of Cambria county. Active steps toward this end 
were at one time taken, when two available routes were sur- 
veyed, Johnstown being the northern terminus in both cases. 

* Cumberland and Elk Llok Coal Company. 
fSalisbary and Baltimore Coai Company. 

X Tlie railroad station at Berlin is by barometer 180 feet below tlie oentral 
square of the town. 
§ Tiie railroad station is here 80 (r) feet by barometer below the square. 
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The following table gives the elevation of a few points along 
the proposed Stony Creek line : 

J auction with P. RR. at Joiinstown 1, 184' 

Mouth of Ben's oreek 1, 216' 

Mouth of Paint creelc 1, 305' 

Mouth of Shade creek 1,485' 

HooversviUe 1,669' 

Turnpike at Sprucetown 1, 754' 

Mouth of Beaver Dam creek 1, 760' 

Head of Beaver Dam creek 2,062' 

Head of Weils creek, near Somerset 2, 219' 

Somerset, Patriot street 2, 106' 

Head of Stony Creek, at Berlin 2, 292' 

To the above list of accurate instrumental levels may be add- 
ed the elevations of a few of the principal points in the county 
that were measured by means of a trustworthy aneroid. These 

measurements must, however, only be regarded as approxi- 
mately correct : 

Ashtola 2,207' 

Shade Furnace 2, 002' 

«calp Level 1,662' 

Red Bridge 1,250' 

Davidsville....... 1,723' 

Forwardstown 1, 580' 

Stanton's Mills 1, 690' 

Morgan's Mills 1,750' 

Jennerville 2, 003' 

Jenner Cross Roads 1, 990' 

Stoystown 2, 094' 

Buckstown 2,585' (TT) 

Shantzville 2,220' 

Somerset (square) 2, 208' 

Bakersville 2,120' 

Gebhartsburg 2, 108' 

Berlin (square) 2,856' 

Berkeley's Mills Bridge 2,048' 

Hay's Mill* 2,158' 

Salisbury 2,180* 

Listonville 1,782' 

Petersburg 2, 037' 

Jersey Church 1, 587' 

Ureina Bridge 1, 357' 

The following levels of the Cumberland Turnpike road are 
also interesting in this connection : 

Cumberland 635* 

Frostbu rg 1, 890* 

^his level was obtained at the old opening in the Middle Freeport Coal^ 
on Blue Lick creek, one-half mile above the mill. 

B— HUB. 
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Great Savage Moantain Summit 22,657' 

Savage river, 2 miles from head 2, 376' 

Little Savage Mountain summit 2, 636' 

Little Backbone Mountain summit, at Beall's, di- 
viding eastern and western waters 2, 372' 

Meadow Mountain summit (Allegheny Mountain), 2,664' 

Castleman river 2, 077' 

Negro Mountain summit 2, 826' 

Keyser's Ridge summit, a spur of Negro Mountain, 2, 843' 

Winding Ridge summit 2, 534' 

Smithfield, on f oughiogheny river 1, 406' 

Barren Hill summit [Laurel Hill ?] 2, 450' 

Woodoock Hill or Briery Mountain 2, 500' 

Laurel Hill [Chestnut Ridge T ] 2, 412' 

Monroe, at western base of Laurel Hill [Chestnut 

Ridge T] ', 1,005 

Unioutown 952' 

It will be seen by reference to the drainage map of Somer- 
set county above referred to, that the Maryland waters pene- 
trate northwards almost to the centre of the county before 
they can find their way through the Negro Mountain uplift, 
declining northwards. They then return southwards to meet 
the Virginia waters, and all together break westward through 
the great uplifts of Laurel Hill and Chestnut Ridge, into the 
Monongahela river country. 

The northern waters of Somerset county flow northward to 
meet the waters descending through Cambria county, and all 
together break in like manner through the uplifts of Laurel 
Hill and Chestnut Ridge into the Allegheny river country. 

Between these two systems of northward and southward 
flowing waters lies a high flat rolling divide on which stand 
Berlin and Somerset, the county town. This water shed 
crosses the county from south-southeast to north -northwest, 
and is made up ot the "Barren Measures," holding the im- 
portant Berlin coal beds, described in chapters 1, 2, 3 of this 
volume. 

Through this central divide and across it (north-northeast 
and south-southwest) run the subordinate uplifts or anticlinal 
axes of Negro Mountain and of the Viaduct; sub dividing the 
First Bituminous Coal Basin in Somerset county into its three 
suD-basms of: 1. Salisbury and Berlin; 2. Somerset; and 8. 
Johnstown and Confluence. 
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These basins are described in this volume geologically in 
this order, beginning at the north end of each basin ; and the 
bounding mountains and sub-dividing uplifts may be followed 
by the reader from point to point where observations of them 
could be made, by consulting the index. 

The most important of tiiese sub-basins, that of Salisbury, 
holding the Pittsburg coal area, is specially illustrated by two 
maps ; one a topographical map of the ridge south of Meyers- 
dale and west of Salisbury, carefully surveyed by Mr. San 
ders, who ran the outcrop of the Pittsburg coal bed around 
every one of the areas left on the hill tops west of Castleman's 
river ; and upon this map all the mines and old openings in 
the coal, with their railroad tracks and incline planes, may be 
seen. Mr. Sanders has even mapped every fence which sepa- 
rates two fields throughout this little resrion. The contour 
lines represent elevations above ocean level, 10 feet apart, the 
elevations being marked along the river bed and elsewhere. 
The re-enforcement of the contour lines on the southern -and 
eastern hill sloj.>es brings out the relief of the topography as 
in a model ; and it is intended to make from this map an ex- 
act model of the ridge, colored geologically, for the Museum 
of the Survey. 

To explain the isolated patches of the Pittsburg coal bed, and 
to show the shape of the basin (or dinijile in the centre of the 
sub-basin) whicli has preserved these patches of the bed, I have 
drawn another contour line map to represent the floor of the 
PitU^burg coal bed. It is the first time, as I believe, that this 
has been attempted, and it is thereibre an important feature of 
the report to which I call special attention.* 

♦In expressing this opinion, however, I wish to do justice to Mr. Benja- 
min Smith Lyuian, the director of the Qeological Survey of Japan, whose 
geological maps of mining properties in this country and of the coal fields 
of Yesso and Niphon ditler from those of all other geologists in this respect, 
that they combine two sets of contour lines, the one representing the hyp- 
8ometry of the surface of the country in the ordinary way, and the other re- 
presenting the hypsometry of the mineral bed or beds which are of most 
importance underground. Ills recent maps, executed by tlie native assist- 
ants whom he has himself trained in the Held, are models of clearness and 
fulness, worthy of all praise. 

The peculiarity of ray map of the Pittsburg bed in the Salisbury ridge con- 
siatB in its Himple exhibition of the shape of the bed where it has been pre- 
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The innermost curve represents :ill the points in tlie floor of 
the coal bed 2,' 40 feet above ocean level. The Bpace inclosed by 
this curve is supposed to be everywhere between 2,130' and 
2,140' ; although in the absence of mining operations it is im- 
possible to tell whether there be not slight hills and hollows in 
it, although they probably amount to not more than a few feet. 
The coal rises from this level of 2,140' w^estward to a level of 
2,370', a rise of 230 feet in about a mile. While at the north 
end of the basin opposite Meyersdale the coal is only 2,150 
feet, it is at the south end near the Maryland line 2,440 feet 
above sea level, a difterence of 290 feet. It is no wonder then 
that the inhabitantB of Somerset county cherish an almost un- 
conquerable belief that the Pittsburg bed passes over the Cas- 
tleman's River valley in^^o the hill country to the north, and is 
the six foot coal bed at Berlin. Ordinary arguments good for 
a geological mind fail to overcome this false impression, but I 
feel great confidence that the true state of the case will be made 
plain to even the least dis^ciplined minds when ttey look at the 
shape of the curves at the north end of this map and see how 
they show the basin rising rapidly over Meyersdale northward 
towards Berlin, shooting the Pittsburg Coal high into the air 
in that direction. The rest of the demonstration must be left to 
the excellent descriptions which Mr. Piatt has given of the 
Berlin coal series in Chapter 5. 

Another striking feature of the map is indicated by levels 
above ocean maiked along the bed of Castleman river thus: 
The 2,400 foot curve in tlie coal is seen passing over the 2,050 
toot level in the river, showing that the Pittsburg coal bed 
formerly existed in the air 350 feet above the present river bed, 
one and a half miles south of Salisbury. Similar calculations 
can be made at all other points; and nothing could so well ex- 
hibit the vast extent of erosion and waste of this valuable coal 

nerved, and also of its prol>able ancient shape in the '.ntermediate areas from 
which it has been long saice removed by erosion. It gives* ns, therefore for 
the first time, an opportunity to reason justly upon the irregularor unsy luniet- 
rical shape of our coal Iwsins, and suggests im>st important facts for the con- 
sideration of mining engineers in tlie bituminous coal region of Pennsylva- 
nia. Among other things it shows very plainly how flat the centre of a ct>al 
basin can l>e, while its walls are steep, a phenomenon exactly the reverse of 
that which is exhibited along the centre lines of some of the crushed anthra- 
cite svuclinals. 



PREFACE. nnil. xxi 

bed, which once extended in an unbroken sheet from Salisbury 
to Mount Savage, and no doubt much farther towards Balti- 
more. There is as little reason to doubt that it originally cov- 
ered the whole of Somerset county and the whole of the Li- 
gonier valley in which a few fragments of it still exist, and was 
joined to the sheet which spreads through Blairsville, Latrobe 
and Connellsville towards the south and west. 

Tiie striking resemblance of the Pittsburg bed in the Salis- 
bury basin with the great bed in the Cumberland basin in 
Maryland, its future importance for the Potomac river coal 
trade as a steam coal for ocean commerce and its already exten- 
sive development, made imperative an estimate of the indi- 
vidual and collective areas of the coal bed on the Salisbury 
ridge available for future supply. It is a rule of the Sur- 
vey that such estimates shall be publicly reported whenever 
they can be based upon unquestionable data obtained by run- 
ning the outcrops. Such data have been obtained in this in- 
stance ; and the calculated areas based upon Mr. Sander's sur- 
vey, and given on pages 96 to 100 of this volume, will un- 
doubtedly be found very nearly, if not quite, correct by the 
coal companies interested in the region. Allowing for slight 
variations in thickness of the bed, we have a total of Pittsburg 
bed coal of about thirty-iive million (35,000,000) tons. 

Several private surveys of these isolated areas have been 
made during the last fifteen or twenty years. By none of 
these surveys were the outcrops instruroentally surveyed, the 
openings beino; referred, as far as possible, to their positions 
on mining property maps and connected together around the 
hill sides by topographical sketching. With regard to the 
lart^er areas in the north and middle districts of the ridge this 
method Wiis amply sufficient for the purpose, the openings on 
the bed being good and numerous, so that there was no possi- 
bility of greatly mistaking the limiting outcrop. This was 
not the case however with the smaller areas near the Mary- 
land line, where the openings were few, the hill-slopes gentle 
and the hill-tops flat. Here a great and pardonable error was 
committed. ' The true Pittsburg bed near the top of the hills 
having a bold limestone over it, and lying at a great elevation 
above the coal openings further north, was very naturally mis- 
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taken for the Sewiuklev coal bed below the Great Limestone, 
which in like manner caps the northern hill-tops. It was 
therefore supposed, and in the absence of sufficient openings 
tliere was good reason to suppose, tliat ihe Pittsburg bed ex- 
isted more than a hundred feet lower down in the hills; that 
it extended into other neighboring hills overhanging the river, 
which are now known not to contain it ; and, therefore, that 
its area was two or even three times as great as it is now 
known to be. This error, embarrassing as it is, is one in- 
evitably connected with early reconnoissance surveys in all 
coal regions, and must be set to the account of the impatience 
of land owners in a time of mining speculation, and to the 
insufficient means phiced at the disposal of professional geolo- 
gists by those who demand difficult work at a small price 

A scheme of the fonnations underlying all that part of Somer- 
set county geologically reported upon in this volume has been 
already given in RejK)rts H and llll, on Clearfield and Cam- 
bria county, and is here repeated for the benefit of those who 
do not possess the above-mentioned reports. It is intended to 
represent not only all the formations which would probably 
be passed through by a well or borehole, drilled or sunk 
straight down from the highest hill top in the Salisbury basin 
south of Meyersdale, to a depth of ten miles; but also the form- 
ations which are known to have been swe];)t or worn away 
from the Salisbury ridge when that ridge was nearly two 
thousand feet higher than it is to-day, and contained the coal 
beds, limestones, shales and sandstones which still remain in 
place over a large part of Greene and Washington counties. 

This scheme is given on the opposite page. 

It will be seen, however, on reference to the Clearfield and 
Cambria reports that while the order of formations remains 
of course the same, some modification of its nomenclature 
has been made, and for the following reasons : 

Recent correspondence with Prof. Fontiiine, of the West 
Virginia University at Morgantown, has convinced me that the 
third sub-heading of the scheme, " Kanaxctid River Si/siem" will 
lead to future embarrassment, because the Kanawha river does 
not receive that name until it has passed to the west of the 
great outcrops of that system, retaining its name of New river 
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Scheme of the Formations. 

Numbers used by 
H. D. Rogen. 

I. The Cabbonipeboub System. 

1. Monongahela River Goal Series. 
Upper Barren Measures. 

a. Greene County Group. 

b, Washington CJounty Group. 
Upper Productive Coal Measures. 

2. Allegheny River Coal Series. 
Lower Barren Measures. 
Lower Productive Coal Measures. 

a. Freeport Coal Group. 

b. Kittanning Coal Group, 
e. Clarion Coal Group. 

Pottsville Conglomerate (Serai) XII 

d. Sharon and Quinnimont Coal Group. 
Manch Chunk Red Shale, \ 

Mountain Limestone, > XI 

e. New River Coal Group, ) 

Pocono Sandstone (Vespertine) (Mountain Sands) X 

II. The Devonian System. 

L Catskill Sandstone (Old Red) (T Oil Sand Group) IX 

2. Chemung sands and shales, 
8. Portage shales and sands, 

4. Hamilton formation, 

Genesee black shales, 
Hamilton sandstones, 

Juniata River Coal Group, 
Marcel 1 us black shales, 

5. Upper Helderburg Limestones, 

0. Oriskany Sandstone VII 

m. The Silurian System. 

1. Lower Helderberg Limestone VI 

(Salina, Niagara, <fcc.) 

2. Clinton red shales and fossil ore V 

8. Medina Sandstone, ) jy 

4. Oneida Conglomerate, i 

IV. The Riluro-Cambrian System. 

1. Hudson River slates, ) jU 

2. Utica slates, } 
8. Trenton Limestone, \ 

4. Magnesian Limestone, > II 

(Cliazy, Calciferous, <kc.,) ) 

5. Potsdam Sandstone I 

V. The Cambrian System. (South Mountain.) 

VI. The Huronian System. (Philadelphia rooks.) 

VII. The Laubentian System. (Highlands.) 



vni 
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as low down as the mouth of the Qaulcy river, where the ^'Kana 
w/ia River System^^ has mainly or entirely gone beneath watei 
level. And yet the term New River Ir^ystem cannot be em- 
ployed, because it is required for the coal measures of Mont- 
gomery and Wythe counties in Virginia, the fourth and next 
lower system in the scheme. I have therefore substituted the 
name Quinnemont beds, with which I understand Prof. Fon- 
taine to acquiesce, at least for the present and until a better 
name can be suggested. 

Great difficulties have encountered all geologists attempting 
to harmonize the English names Devonian, Silurian, Cambrian, 
with deposits of those ages in America. 

The top of the Devonian System is not settled in England 
any more than in America, and much discussion on the subject 
is expected at the next August meeting of the British Associa- 
tion to be held in Portsmouth on Devonian ground. In recent 
conferences with the distinguished palaeontologist of the New 
York survey, Prof. James Hall, I was led to believe that he 
entertains pretty decided convictions that the fossils of the Po- 
cono Sandstone are those of the Waverly sandstone of the Ohio 
geology, and cannot be considered Chemung fossils. On quite 
independent grounds Mr. John F. Carll, in charge of the sur- 
vey of the Oil Regions, will soon publish in his second Report 
of Progress (I.I.L) his opinion that there is a complete break 
between the upper or Mountain Band group of Oil creek, from 
which Prof. Hall gets these Pocono fossils, and the lower or 
Oil Sand group which overlies the true Chemung. This Oil 
Sand group, about three hundred feet thick, may possibly be 
the thin western representative of the Red Catskill Formation, 
which is several thousand feet thick in Eiistern Pennsylvania 
and Eastern Kew York, and is by general consent considered 
the American representative of the upper Old Rod member of 
the Devonian system. 

The bottom members of the Devonian it is impossible to de- 
termine with certainty; but as recent American geological 
works have carried the Devonian column down to the base of 
the Oriskany under the influence of a theory that every great 
geological age must be marked by some evidence of movement, 
change of shore line and deposit of gravel beds, it seems reason- 
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able to commence the Devonian age with the coarse Oriskany, 
as we commence the Carboniferous age with the coarse Pocono. 

The contention of English geologists over the names Silurian 
and Cambrian cannot be composed in this country. Some will 
continue to side with Murchison and speak of Lower Silurian ; 
others will continue to side with Sedgwick and prefer to say 
Upper Cambrian ; a third party, headed by Dr. T. Sterry Hunt, 
will compromise on Siluro-Cambrian. But apart from this lo- 
gomachy it remains to be decided whether the Oneida Con- 
glomerate shall assume its theoretical place at the beginning of 
an era. There are strong reasons against it, but they are not 
quite strong enough to forbid it. For the sake of the sym- 
metry of the scheme, therefore, I include the Oneida in the 
Silurian (or Upper Silurian.) 

The base of the Siluro-Cambrian is for the same reason lowered 
to include the Potsdam sandstone. 

The Cambrian system in America is not yet sufficiently known. 
The present state of our Knowledge, with all its mystifications 
and embarrassments, will be painted by Dr. Hunt in his Re- 
port of l^rogress E, now going through the press. 

Those who wish to study the Devonian and Silurian forma- 
tions will find them outcropping in Somerset county east of 
Sand Patch tunnel, and in Bedford county along the line of 
the railroad from Bridgeport to Bedford ; or better still, along 
the Potomac river from Cumberland to Hagerstown. 

A detailed scheme of the Somerset county rocks proper, from 
the Uniontown coal bed to the Mountain limestone, is given on 
pages 286, 287. For the local filling up of the interval rocks 
in this scheme the reader is referred to the many vertical sec- 
tions scattered through the pages of this volume. 

Some allusion should be here made to the important and of- 
ten difficult determination of the bottom line or synclinal axis 
of each sub-basin of Somerset county, and to the equally im- 
portant and sometimes equally difficult determination of the 
highest part or axial line of the two anticlinals which traverse 
the county and separate the three sub-basins. The reader is 
referred to the index for references to all the paragraphs in the 
volume where such determinations are stated, and under the 
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word "dip" in the index he will find other useful references to 
the same subject. 

The two anticlinals which sub-divide the first great coal ba- 
sin in its run through Centre, Clearfield, Cambria and Somer- 
Ect counties, are carefully located and traced in reports H and 
HH, as well as in this volume, and a good understanding of 
the nature of these rolls in the bed of the basin requires a re- 
ierence to those reports, wherein the breaks and geological 
shiftings to the east or west of these anticlinals are noted and 
described. Each of these two lines of gentle uplift consists 
in fact of a series of short uplifts, in a broken line, with offsets 
to the riglit and left, the ends of the short lines composing the 
series somewhat overlapping each other, now to the right, now 
to the left. Such irregularities are excessively embarrassing 
to mining engineers and often very disappointing to land 
owners, but when they are once and for all disfcovered and ex 
plained by a thorough and systematic geological survey they 
lose their power to disturb our calculations ; but they may 
produce the physical effect of deepening the basin where it was 
supposed to be shallow and shallowing it where it was sup- 
posed to be deep. They always also govern and give charac- 
ter to the topography or surface shape of the country. They 
determine the direction of the drainage and the shape and ex- 
tent of the water basins. 

No coal basin has a perfectly symmetrical shape ; nor is it 
bounded by perfectly symmetrical anticlinals ; nor are the 
rolls in its bottom symmetrical, although their general sym- 
metry is something admirable. Local diversity with general 
uniformity is the most characteristic feature of the First Bi- 
tuminous Coal Basin of Pennsylvania. 

This is no exceptional j»henomenon. It is noticeable in most 
of our coal basins. It repeats itself again and again in the 
anthracite basins ; in Ligonier Valley, and in the shallow 
troughs of the northern counties ; and Professor Stevenson ex- 
hibits its effects upon the geology and topography of all that 
region of South-western Pennsylvania lying between the Chest- 
nut Ridge and the Ohio State line, where even the major axes 
of uplift show a longitudinally broken or ichelon character. 
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The strain of side pressure from the east against the coun- 
try lying west of the Allegheny Mountain failed to break or 
seriously warp the folds of the more massive underl} ing con- 
glomerates and sandstones ; but in lifting and pressing these 
into a series of troughs it has squeezed together the overlying 
softer coal measures and caused them to bulge upward along 
each synclinal axis, producing a sub-anticlinal just where 
otherwise would have been the deepest part or line of the syn- 
clinal. Had the general side strain been perfectly even and 
symmetrical in its origin, in its direction and in it« applica- 
tion, then this interior upward bulge or sub-anticlinal would 
have run as a continuous or unbroken vault along the centre 
line of the basin. But as the strain was from a ejreat distance 
in middle or south-eastern Pennsylvania — as it acted radially 
against a great curve now represented by the Allegheny 
Mountain — as this curve is not a regular segment of a circle — 
as the strain was itself generated at various centres of origin, en- 
countered various grades of resistance due to variations in 
the thickness of the rock formations to be pressed together, 
and was relieved by faults and slides in various places — it could 
not but happen that the First Bituminous Coal Basin should 
be folded with slight variations of dip in its sides and of 
depth in its bottom. These variations have determined both 
the degree and the position of the anticlinal fold along its cen- 
tral axis or synclinal line ; occasionally breaking its continuity, 
and locating it sometimes a little to one side and sometimes 
a little to the other side of the theoretical axis of the syn- 
clinal. 

The influence of the geology upon the agriculture of Som- 
erset county can be stated in a very few words. The almost 
undisturbed flatness of the coal measures produce both smooth 
and high plateaus, gently rolling glades, and steep, rocky, 
sterile and wooded hillsides several hundred feet in height. 

The massive limestones of the Upper Coal Series occur only 
along Salisbury ridge, but they make a fertile soil on the spot, 
and furnish abundance of lime for exportation. 

Most of the county is a rolling country of Barren Measures, 
with hillsides of gentle slope, covered with a deep, though 
rather lean soil, easily improved by fertilizers. 
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The abundance of sandstone (Morgantown, 4c.) above the 
Elk Lick coal bed makes the steep hill slopes of the Salisbury 
ridge. 

The abundance of shales and numerous thin limestones be- 
tween the Elk Lick coal and the Mahoning sandstone produced 
soft hill slopes and wide, low valleys, with a deep soil, very 
productive where the limestone beds are thick; and these 
beds furnish an abundance of lime for fields elsewhere. The 
" Somerset Glades" have always been famous as rich patures 
lands. 

In the absence of limestone outcrops the Barren Measures 
furnish a lean, poor soil, and the use of fertilizers is strongly 
marked. 

The Mahoning, Freeport and other sandstones of the Lower 
Coal Measures, with the Great Conglomerate, or Tiedniont and 
Pottsville sandstones, cover belts of the country with angular 
stones, on steep hill sides with cliffs, overhanging ravines tilled 
with laurel and heavily wooded. The whole slope of the Al- 
legheny Mountain and of Laurel Hill and both slopes of Xe- 
gro Mountain are thus characterized. The peculiarly wild and 
romantic scenery of the long defile of Castleman's river is thus 
produced. 

One of the most important fruits of the re-survey of Somer- 
set county reported in this volume has been the correction of 
a great error in the thickness of the Barren Measures made by 
myself when aiding Mr. James T. Hodge in his survey of the 
First Basin in 1840. I am wholly responsible for this error, 
because when I joined Mr. Hodge's camp at the Portage sum 
mit, in Blair county, in August of that year, it was agreed be- 
tween us that he should devote his attention chiefly to the iron 
ore beds of Formation No. XI and of the coal measures, and 
that I should confine my efforts to building up a column of the 
coal beds and interval rocks. 

Previous to being ordered by Prof. Rogers to join Mr. Hodge's 
camping party I had been working with Mr. AVhelpley in the 
Anthracite coal fields, and knew nothing by actual observation 
of the Bituminous measures of Western Pennsylvania. I had 
to base my knowledge of the Western coal measures on the re- 
ports already made of the Allegheny River country, where the 
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key beds were the Ferriferous Limestone, the Upper Freeport 
Coal Bed, and the Mahoning Sandstone just above it at the top 
of the Lower Productive coal series. Above the Mahoning 
Sandstone a thickness of 600 to 700 feet of Barren Measures 
were reported, at the top of which lay the Pittsburg Coal Bed. 

But from the entire area of Cambria county, and from a large 
part of the surface of Somerset county the Pittsburg bed had 
been eroded and only a portion of the Barren Measures were 
left standing. 

Around Johnstown I had no chance to become acquainted 
with the thickness of the Barren Measures for want of the up- 
per part. Around Salisbury I was equally at a loss for want 
of oj)ening8 and exposures in the Lower Coal Measures. The 
country between Johnstown and Salisbury had scarcely been 
dug into; and as no workable coal bed was supposed to exist in 
any part of the Barren Measures, I was comj)elIed to assume 
that the largest coal bed at the top of any section must necessarily 
be the Upper Freeport Coal Bed. 

I felt the less hesitation in adopting this theory because 
at that time we knew of no great sandrock of the Barren 
Measures besides the Mahoning Sandstone at their base. 

Alter working slowly and painfully southwards through Au- 
gust and September we came to make our camp at the falls of 
Elk Lick creek, in Summit township. And here I began for 
the first time seriously to suspect some great error in my column 
of the measures; for it then had to receive its coping of the 
Pittsburg coal and Upper Coal Measures in the Salisbury ridge ; 
and here at the falls was a fine four foot coal bed at a depth of 
less than 300 feet beneath the Pittsburg. 

And yet above this Elk Lick coal bed lay a massive sand- 
rock, which we felt compelled to accept as the Mahoning Sand- 
stone. 

When the camp was next moved to the vicinity of Berlin I 
found again a fine coal bed under a massive sandrock, and cal- 
culated from the general dip that its depth below the Pitts- 
burg bed must be about 300 feet. 

Considering this to be the Elk Lick coal and also the Upper 
Fi'ecport coal, with its covering of Mahoning Sandstone, and 
having no opportunity to measure down from the Pittsburg 



XXX nun. preface. 

in any other district of the First Basin, I conld only harmon- 
ize our results with the reports (of 1839) from the north-western 
counties, by assuming an abnormal thinning down of the Bar- 
ren Measures from 600' in Westmoreland and Fayette to 300' 
in Somerset county. 

I felt, indeed, a constantly increasing doubt of the identity 
of the Elk Lick and the Berlin coal beds with the Upper Free- 
port of the Allegheny River country. A thousand discrepan- 
cies made the whole season's work unsatisfactory, and led me 
to predict that the progress of the survey would develop some 
law of non-conformability and irregularity over the Bitumin- 
ous coal field, and might perhaps ^hake our confidence in the 
possibility of identifying any two coal beds in localities 50 
or 100 miles apart. And so deeply did I feel this doubt that 
in handing in my report I could not bring myself to assign to 
the bed at Elk Lick falls tlie name of Upper Frecport Coal Bed. 
I therefore gave to it a provisional name, the " Elk Lick Coal 
Bed," and assigned to it a higher position in the series, with- 
out attempting the determination of its true position. 

In my survey work of 1841 and 1842, in the northern coun- 
ties from Tioga to Indiana, and in my jrivate professional 
surveys, in subsequent years, in districts from the surface of 
which the Pittsburg Coal has been swept away, I was con- 
tinually embarrassed with this Elk Lick bed, placed thus inde- 
determinately higher up in the column than the Upper Freeport 
coal bed ; afraid to place it in the Barren Measures, on ac- 
count of the suj)po8ed Mahoning sandstone over it, and yet un- 
able to assign it a fixed position between the Mahoning sand 
stone and the Upi»er Freeport coal. 

This embarrassment has been formulated in my "Manual of 
Coal," 1856, page 92, with no other end tlian that of causing 
as much embarrassment to other geologists as to myself, in 
fact no better evidence could be afforded of the unsatisfactory 
shape in which my work of 1840 left the geology of the coal 
measures of the First and Second Bituminous Coal Basins 
than the confused statements which are noticeable in tliat part 
of my Manual. 

When Prof. 11. D. Rogers came to publish his Final Report 
of 1858 he had evidently nothing to guide him to a better 
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comprehension of the measures in Cambria, Somerset and the 
Ligonier Valley ; as such sentences as the following, on page 
678, of Vol. II, Geology of Pennsylvania, will show : 

"The Elk Lick coal bed here [at Brady's Bend, on the Alle- 
gheny river,] makes its appearance on the highest ground back 
irom the river as the largest bed in the section [Fig. 4-27] ; it 
is 50 feet above the Upper Freeport coal, and is fully 5 feet 
thick. We shall hereafter notice it again at Allegheny Fur- 
nace." 

In fact, much of this part of his book was written from my 
reports of surveys of the Fourth and Fifth C<ml Basins in 
1841, in which I habitually called any large bed found above the 
Upper Freeport Coal by the indefinite name of the Elk Lick 
coal. Mr. Rogers is, therefore, no more responsible for the 
mistakes involved in the misuse of this name than was Mr. 
Hodge in 1840, although Mr. J lodge and myself were in daily 
consultation over the construction of the column. 

But the errors of 1840 had a wider and more important 
range, for they inspired Mr.-Rogers wuth ideas about an "enor- 
mous expansion^' of the Barren Measures around Blairsville, 
•'compared with their condition in and eastward of the second 
axis, or Chestnut Kidge," and to assert that this expansion has 
taken place in the lower measures of the Barren Measures. (Vol. 
II, page 601.) On page 500 he states the case thus : 

(1) '*No phenomenon in the geology of this region is more 
remarkable than the extraordinary discrepancy between the 
interval occupied by the Barren Measures and that which they 
fill in the First and Second. In the Salisbury division of the 
First Basin the vertical distance from the Upper Freeport coal 
through the Barren Measures to the Pittsburg coal is only 225 
feet; in the Ligonier Valley, or Second Basin, (north end,) 
scarcely 200 feet; not ten miles to the west of this locality, 
where the latter measurements were made, and simply on the 
other side of the anticlinal axis of Chestnut Ridge, these strata 
swell to 600 feet in thickness, and that without any apparent 
increase in the number of economical beds of coal and lime- 
stone. The same Elk Lick creek. Barren Coal and Little 
Pittsburg Coal seems to reappear in the proper relative posi- 
tions, but with a vastly enlarged thickness of intcrstratiBed 
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rocks, and these almost wholly composed of immense deposits 
of argillaceous shales. Possibly the great difference in the 
thickness of the group may arise from there having been an 
artifical barrier already elevated in the sea bottom at the time 
of the deposition of the materials the rate of this to vary on 
the two sides." 

(2) "By a similar comparison of localities on the two sides 
of this same axis, far to the north, at Elarthaus and at Ben- 
nett's Branch, we notice a similar increase of thickness, not in 
this Middle Barren Group, but in the Lower Group, the rocks 
between the Upper Freeport and Ferriferous coals." 

(3) "Midway in the interval of Barren Measures above de- 
scribed, and seemingly persistent throughout the region, is a 
small coal bed, averaging 1 J feet in thickness. It is of value 
as an index to the other constituents of the group. Above it 
rests, in many places, a massive bed of sandstone, supposed to 
be characteristic of this portion of the series ; and in connec- 
tion with this coal are the "green limestone layers" traced ex- 
tensively on both sides of the Conemaugh [in Westmoreland 
and Indiana counties] and far to the north. At Saltzburg 
these are 340 feet below the Pittsburg coal seam." 

(4) "The Elk Lick coal, 80 feet below the former, in the sec- 
tion made [in Somerset county] along the Virginia line, is at 
that place [Elk Lick Falls] 4 feet thick. It doubtless will be 
found to occur in a similar position in the series everywhere, 
the interval inci-easing, perhaps, towards the north ; but it 
must vary greatly in size, as it has been identified at only four 
localities, by its usual superior thickness to that of the other 
coals of the Barren Measures, &c." 

All the views expressed by Mr. Rogers in the above quota- 
tions are now seen to be erroneous, and must be erased from 
the minds of geologists as vain speculations based on my im- 
perfect, because incxjxjrienced, observations in the survey of 
Somerset county in 1840. 

My private surveys in subsequent years along Oastleman's river 
led rae, indeed, to the discovery of the great sandrocks and con- 
glomerates of the Barren Measures high above the Mahoning 
Sandstone at Piaikerton's Point and elsewhere, and consequently 
to the enlargement of my measurements of the thickness of the 
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Somerset County Barren Measures. But none of the results of 
these surveys had been made public before the appearance of the 
Final Report of Prof. Rogers ; and I may here add that none of 
them touched another vital point of the discussion of the coal 
measure column, viz : the question of the identity of the rock 
in the bed of the river at the end of Negro Mountain wii^h the 
Serai Conglomerate, No. XII. 

In Mr. Piatt's report, now before the reader, he has redressed 
the whole section and removed its difficulties. 

1. Mr. Piatt proves that the Barren Measures are as thick in 
Somerset as they are in Fayette and Westmoreland counties ; 
and, in consequence of this, that there is no such ground for 
the supposition that the anticlinal axis of Chestnut ridge waft 
already elevated at the beginning ot the Barren Measure age ; 
a supposition, moreover, made doubly incredible by the fact 
that whatever is asserted of the anticlinal oi Chestnut Ridge 
must be asserted of the anticlinal of Laurel Hill, which is like 
it in all respects. 

2. Mr. Piatt's Report (H) on Clearfield and Jefferson shows 
no such increase in the thickness of the Lower Productive Coal 
Measures at Earthaus and on Bennett's Branch as is stated by 
Mr. Rogers in the Final Report of 1858 to exist, that state- 
ment being based on Mr. Hodge's imperfect observations of 
1840. 

8. Mr. Piatt proves that the massive sandstone at Saltzburg, 
"840' below the Pittsburg coal," is Prof. Stevenson's Morgan- 
town Sandstone, to be seen everywhere in Somerset county 
where the hills are high enough to take it in. This sandstone 
overlying the Elk Lick coal was originally confounded with the 
Mahoning Sandstone at the base of the Barren Measures, now 
shown to lie 300 feet beneath it ; the interval including several 
coal beds and limestones, some of them identifiable with those 
in Prof. Stevenson's sections on the Ohio river. (Report K, 
page 76 and plate.) 

4. Mr. Piatt fixes finally the true place of the Elk Lick coal 

bed under the Morgan town Sandstone, and over the ''Crinoidal 

Limestone ;" and shows that the upper coal bed in the vicinity 

of Berlin is this same Elk Lick coal. It still remains to he 

C— HHH. 
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Men whether the Barton ooal bed of the Cumberland Basin re- 
presents the upper or lower Berlin bed ; but in Maryland it is 
oertain that in any case we have at this high horizon of the 
Barren Measures a coal bed which is one of the most persist- 
ent and recognizable beds of the series, both in Virginia and in 
Pennsylvania, and as far west as the Ohio river ; and the sur- 
vey of Indiana county by Mr. W. Q. Piatt has already ad- 
vanced fiur enough to show that it exists in the country north 
ot the Kiskiminitas. 

The reader is now called upon to ezpungs from the Final He- 
part qf 1858 and from my '' Manual of Coal" the name ''Ulk Lick 
OoaV^ wherever it occurs in its numerous false positions at the bot- 
tom qfihe Barren Measures and ai the top of the Lower ProdwcUve 
Coal Series. 

J. P. LESLEY. 
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SOMERSET COUNTY. 



CHAPTER 1. 

General Description of the Berlirir Salisbury Sub-Basin of Som- 
erset County^ including Description of the Allegheny and Negro 
Mountains. 

It was shown in the Report of Progress for 1875* that the 
Wihnore sub-basin of Cambria county is a prolongation south- 
westward of the Osceola sub-basin of Clearfield county. 

This same basin, included between the Allegheny Mountain on 
the east, and the Viaduct anticlinal sub-axis on the west, con- 
tinues its course south-westward through Cambria county, but is 
observed to sufter a sub-division shortly before crossing the 
Somerset county border. 

This is eflected by the Negro Mountain anticlinal, which in 
the wilderness of Richland Township in Cambria county 
slowly detaches itself from the western flank of the Allegheny 
Mountain, and striking off south-westward at a sharp angle 
forms throughout Somerset county a bold, high and indepen- 
dent ridge. 

The steady divergence of the two mountains necessarily 
causes the basin included between them to expand and broaden 
in a south-westerly direction, and at the Castleman river it is 
eight miles wide. From thence to the Maryland State line 

*Report HH — Cambria county. 
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the QOtit^ of Negro Mountain is nearly parallel to that of the 
Allfegheny Mountain, and the basin therefore in this distance 
m&TiUains an average width of about eight miles from mountain 
tf&sl to mountain crest 

. '••.This is the Berlin-Sali^jury sub-basin of Somerset county. 
At its northern extremity the basin tapers oft* gradually to a 

V point, and having been elevated high into the air by the uplift 
of this section of country, its included coal measures were thus 
exposed to the sharp denudation that planed these same soft 
rocks from the mountain tops, and the north-east portion of the 
basin is therefore almost destitute of workable coal beds. 

Depth of the Basin. 

But the basin is slightly tilted along its central line, and the 
effect of this steady subsidence is manifestly to gradually deepen 
the trough south-westward in the direction of the tilt ; and 
though the sinking is not especially marked at any particular 
point, yet the effect produced becomes more and more obvious 
in proceeding south-westward through the various townships. 

In the very brief description of these townships that will 
here be attempted, it is presumed that the reader is familiar 
with the scheme of the Coal Measures, already fully described 
in the Keports of Progress for 1874* and 1875,t and which will 
be found repeated in the Preface of this volume. 

Just south of the Cambria county line the two mountain 
ridges, their crests capped with the Serai Conglomerate, are 
separated by a narrow plateau scarcely interior in height to the 
enclosing mountains, and the eastern portion of Paint township 
is an almost unbroken wilderness of barren mountainous up- 
land, of which the Serai (or Pottsville) Conglomerate covers by 
tar the greater portion. 

But in Shade township^ directly south, the lowermost coals 
of the Lower Productive group sweep over nearly the whole 
basin, and the Serai Conglomerate is uncovered only in the 
beds of the deepest streams, and on the summit of the Alle- 
gheny Mountain. Detached hilltops here and there in Shade 
township include even the Freeport coal group. 

Continuing south-westward, and crossing over into Stony 

'Report H—Cleartield and JetTerson district, f Report HH— Cambrim. 
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Creek township, the further increased depth of the basin is at 
once recognized. Thus, at Shanksville, only the highest coals 
(ly and E) of the Lower Productive series, are above water 
level, and these coals are finally lost to sight beneath the wide 
sheet of Lower Barren Measures which comes in along the cen- 
tre of the Basin in the southern portion of Stony Creek, and 
overspreads nearly all of Brothersvalley township. 

At Berlin, about midway between Shanksville and the Cas- 
tleman river, the Mahoning Sandstone, lying immediately on 
top of the Lower Productive Coal Measures, is certainly 300 
feet, and perhaps as much as 350 feet below the surface. This 
permits nearly the entire group of Lower Barren Measures to 
come into the basin along its central line. The peculiar features 
of the Barren Measures in this sub-basin are fully discussed in 
a subsequent chapter. 

At the Castleman river^ in the vicinity of Meyersdale, in Sum- 
mit township, the basin is observed to become even deeper, 
and all the Lower Barren Measure rooks, forming a group full 
550 feet thick, have by this time sunk to a sufficient depth to 
permit the Great Pittsburg coal seam, capped by nearly two 
hundred feet of rock, to appear in the hills. From Mey- 
ersdale to the Maryland line this famous coal bed ranges 
along the centre of the basin, confining itself to a narrow area, 
which grows steadily narrower as it runs south-west. The Cas- 
tleman river is not only the eastern but the extreme northern 
limit of the bed, and though the blufts to the north of the 
stream at Meyersdale are of equal height (or nearly so) with 
those to the south, it nevertheless overshoots by a few feet the 
former line of hills. This is due to two causes. First, to the 
marked rise of the basin north-eastward, and second, to the in- 
terposition of a subordinate anticlinal roll in the rocks. This 
anticlinal roll, striking parallel to Negro Mountain, may be 
seen directly west of the Meyersdale railroad station, and oc- 
curs close to the synclinal of the basin. Its influence is perhaps 
felt only here at Meyersdale, and although slight, is yet of con- 
siderable importance. 

At a point about five miles south-west from Meyersdale the 
basin begins to rise slowly to the south-west^ until at the Mary- 
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land border the Pittsburg coal is left without cover, and the bed 
does not here cross the Mason and Dixon line. 

The details connected with this most important part of the 
Berlin-Salisbury sub-basin, its resources and its present state of 
development, will be found elsewhere in this report 

The Allegheny Mountain in Somerset County. 

The geological boundary limits of this Berlin-Salisbury sub- 
basin in Somerset county are complete, distinct and unmistaka- 
ble. 

The course of the Allegheny Mountain from Cambria county 
to the Maryland border undergoes no material change ; in all 
this distance the mountain is everj'where a thickly wooded and 
uncultivated ridge. 

Capped by a wide flat, covered deep with sand fi-om the tri- 
turation of the Great Conglomerate, and with huge massive 
fragments of the same formation scattered abundantly over the 
surface, its crest is uniform, even, and maintains very nearly 
the same elevation from one end of the county to the other. 

This 18 no mere accidental occurrence. The denuding forces of 
nature act under fixed laws, and the shaping of this vast moun- 
tain has been accomplished in strict conformity to them, pro- 
ducing the even crest protected by a thick mass of heavy sand- 
stone ; the steep and rugged eastern slope, and the long, gently 
sloping western flank which carries the Lower Productive Coal 
Measures downwards into the basin. 

Nowhere in Somerset county has the mountain been cut com- 
pletely through, and it is therefore a continuous and unbroken 
divide between the waters of the Susquehanna and Oliio through- 
i>ut this much of its run. But deep ravines, some of which 
reach nearly to the mountain top, have been gouged out of its 
sides by descending torrents. 

Along the western slope the most {prominent of these ravines 
is that drainoil by Flauijliorty run, which empties into the Ca«- 
tlenian at Meyersdale. 

This deep hollow has enabled the Connellsville railroad (Pitta- 
burg division oi the Baltimore and Ohio railn\*\d) to climb the 
mountain sloj>e on a moden\tely easy grade, and the tunnel at 
Sand Patch has been cut througli tlie red nx*ks of Formation 
IX. It will porha}>s bo ronieniberoil that the Pennsylvania rail- 
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road tunnel at Gallitzin on the top of this same mountain ridge, 

though at no greater elevation than the tunnel at Sand Patch, 

passes through the highest coals of the Lower Productive 

group, as well as the Mahoning sandstone overlying them. The 

causes that have produced this change in the mountain crest 

were enumerated in the Report of Progress for 1875. 

The Sand Patch tunnel is not only some distance east of the 

real crest, but several hundred feet below it. The main crest 

of the mountain passes over Keystone junction, the precipitous 

sides of the ravine here rising full 500 feet above the waters of 

Flaugherty run. 

Conglomerate of XII. 

A few feet above the bed of the stream the fossiliferous lime- 
stone near the base of Formation XI has been discovered, and 
is now extensively developed. The rocks as exposed in this 
ravine dip sharply north-westward, inclining at the limestone 
quarry at an angle of 16^. 

The outcrop of the Great Serai Conglomerate skirts the west- 
ern edge of the mountain top all along its run through Somer- 
set county. This massive formation (XII), the thickness of 
which cannot here be satisfactorily determined, though it ranges 
perhaps from 150' to 200' thick, sinks rapidly under a thin sheet 
of coal measure rocks into the Berlin- Salisbury sub-basin. 

Such changes in the character of the Conglomerate as were 
noted along its outcrop on the Allegheny Mountain are similar 
to those which have been frequently observed elsewhere in con- 
nection with this formation. The occasional patches over which 
the rock appears as a coarse Conglomerate, made up of rounded 
white quartz pebbles, held loosely together by a silicious ce- 
ment, are found here as m other places ; while large belts were 
found to prevail, wherein the formation appears as a massive 
sandstone with each minute gram of sand distinct and separate 
from the rest, but together formmg a compact whole. Some- 
times the rock passes by insensible gradations from fine 
grained to coarse grained, and from coarse grained to the peb- 
bly character, and vice versa. 

Coal Bocks on the Western Flank qf the Mountain. 
The accumulation of coal measures on the flank of the 
mountain is nowhere great in Somerset county. Occasional 
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evidences of the existence of the lowermost coal beds art 
found, however, along the western slojxj all the way from 
Shade Township to the Maryland line, and partial openingb 
have been made on these beds east of Buckstown, east of 
Berlin, at Hays' mills, and again east of Salisbury, on the 
Grandman tract. These coals supply a great local want, but 
they are of little present importance except for such use. 

Tke eastern flank of the Allegheny Mountain^ as confined to 
Somerset county, is not known as yet to yield any minerals 
whatever. Search has never been made for the Umbral iron 
ores (XI), and certainly no coal of importance is known to exist 
along this Hank. 

Supposed Nickel Ores. 

But in this connection brief mention may be made of some 
concretionary nodules of greenish limestone which have been 
found at various intervals along the eastern slope of the moun- 
tain m Somerset county. 

These nodules, smooth and rounded, vary in size from a fil- 
bert to a man's fist, and lie scattered through the thin bedded 
green isli sandstones of Formation X. 

As such they are interesting, as showing that calcareous mat- 
ter has found its way down through crevices in the rock, or hai? 
been deposited at the same time with the sand and partaken of 
tlie same greenish cast. 

But undue inii)ortance has been attached to these nodules, 
and their discovery a few years ago was the cause of some lit- 
tle excitement in certain parts. By many it was supposed that 
they rei>resented some form of nickel, and as the notion 
spread it steadily strengthened. Diggings were instituted along 
certain horizons, and the nodules were turned out in abund- 
ance. It Hcems almost needless to state that the notion is sim- 
ply a popular fallacy. 

The nodules are found in greatest abundance on the farm of 
Mr. Burkit, a few miles south-east or Buckstown, and some 
specimens taken from this place gave the following results 
on analysis (D. M'Creath.): 

♦♦ Carbonate of lime 61 .921 

Carlwnuie of magnesia 3 .6H9 

Carbonate of iron 3 .069 
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Protoxide of manganese .' .586 

Alumina 8.317 

Sulphur .081 

PhosphoruB. . ^ .103 

Insoluble residue 87.940 

100.665'' 

Negro Mountain Anticlinal. 

The course of Negro Mountain, the first anticlinal sub-axiH 
of Somerset county, through Paint, Shade and Stony Creek 
Townships, cannot be laid down on the map with absolute and 
positive accuracy. The course as indicated on Plate XIV must 
therefore be regarded merely as a close approximation to the 
truth. 

This is owing partly to the wildness of the country through 
which the axis passes, but principally to the great lack of such 
rock exposures along its line as would aflFord reliable dips. 

A single south-east dip was observed on Paint creek, about 
two miles above Scalp Level, and an effort was made to connect 
it with the Negro Mountain anticlinal as identified further 
south. But the effort failed, and for the reasons just stated. 
Should further developments ultimately establish this connec- 
tion, then the expiring anticlinal will pass over into Richland 
township (Cambria county) at some point between Ash tola and 
Scalp Level, but die out completely before reaching the Cone- 
maugh. 

This, then, still remains a question for future determination ; 
but from facts observed further south it is believed that the ac- 
cepted geology of the Negro Mountain anticlinal, as originally 
worked out by Messrs. Hodge and Lesley, requires no material 
modification or change. 

It has been stated already that the high and elevated wilder- 
ness-upland prevailing throughout the eastern portion of Paint 
Township, is due to the close proximity of Negro and Alle- 
gheny Mountains, with their dense forests and rocky, barren 
soils. 

The run of the axis throughout this region is somewhat ob- 
scure, but it is thought to pass east of Ashtola. 

Going south-westward it may first be observed on Shade 
creek, in the vicinity of Shade fiimace. At this place the red 
rocks of Formation XI emerge above the water. 
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The axis is next seen at Union Church, on the Stoystown and 
Bedford pike, two miles west of Buckstown. It is here a dis- 
tinct and prominent ridge, as seen from Stoystown, and its top 
is thickly covered with large masses of a hard fine-grained 
sandrock, representing the upper portion (Piedmont S. S.) of the 
Conglomerate of No. XII. 

From thence in its run south-west, the axis is easily followed, 
its course being sufficiently indicated by the topography of the 
country. 

The Negro Mountain axis next crosses Stony creek about two 
miles north-north-west of Shanksville. Here a large portion 
of the Lower Productive Coal Measures sweeps across the anti- 
clinal arch, and the axis is again seen in the same condition 
crossing the Bedford and Somerset pike about one mile south- 
east of Fairview village. In this latitude it is marked by 
the prominent and distinctive features, by which it is charac- 
terized all through the southern portion of the county. As- 
cending its gently sloping flank from either side, an elevation 
of 2,500 feet above tide level is reached before its summit is 
crossed, and when seen from a distance the ridge forms a well 
defined line against the horizon. 

From Fairview village to the Castleman river the Negro 
Mountain axis runs not exactly, though very nearly, parallel to 
the Allegheny Mountain. 

Thus far it is known locally as " the Ridge," and first as 
sumes the name of Negro Mountain after crossing the Castle 
man river. 

It skirts the western edge of Brothersvalley Township ; all 
along this |>ortion of its line the lowermost coal beds of the 
Lower Productive series sweep in an unbroken sheet across its 
top, the smooth, rounded hills plainly denoting the soft rocks 
of which they are composed. Moreover, the top of the ridge 
has here been cleared of its forest growth, and for many 
vears has been under cultivation. But near the Castleman river 
the coal measures have been washed from the top of the anti- 
clinal ; the Conglomerate apj»ears in their stead, supporting a 
stunted growth of pine and hemlock. 
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Casileman River Gap. 

The gap of the Caetleman river through Negro MouDtain is 
a deep transverse cut, extending from Garrett station, on the Bal- 
timore and Ohio railroad, to Mineral Point. 

This is a distance of nearly eight miles, but the diagonal 
course of the river increases the apparent width of the moun- 
tain, which here does not exceed five miles from base to base. 

The Serai Conglomerate rises above the water near both ends 
of the gap. 

It is observed a few hundred yards west of the town of Garrett, 
at an elevation of about 1,000 feet above tide water at Phila- 
delphia ; it at once starts oil' rapidly for the mountain top, over 
which it spreads. 

The crest of the mountain is full 700 feet above Garrett, and 
allowing the Conglomerate to go 2J miles on an air line to the 
top of the ridge, it thus rises somewhat less than 300 feet to 
the mile, or has an average dip of about 3°. 

At Qurrett station the dip is certainly in excess of this figure, 
but the rocks must flatten as they approach the crest, other- 
wise lower rocks would there be exposed. 

The centre of the anticlinal is at Pine Grove station, near the 
middle of the gap. The exposures at this place enable the an- 
ticlinal to be located preciselj^, but all through the gap, with 
few exceptions, the railroad is located in the loose wash and 
debris of the river, and the exposures are therefore meagre and 
show little. 

No measurement of XI and XII can be obtained along this 
river bank, nor can a complete section of the Lower Productive 
Coal Measures be constructed at either end of the gap, a fact 
much to be regretted. 

Both at Mineral Point and at Garrett the presence of all the 
coal beds of the Lower Productive series has been fully estab- 
lished by actual developments, and the mtervals between the 
beds are therefore known, but the character of the rocks which 
make up these intervals still remains to some extent unknown. 
Massive sandstone, however, predominates. 

At the centre of the anticlinal, in the gap, the river has cut 
down to the base of XI. No evidence of X is found at 
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thiH plmM*. The band of fossiliferous limestone and heavy de- 
limit of reddinh calcareous sandstone are both here exposed just 
above the water. 

Descending the Castleman towards Mineral Point, the Con- 
glomerate is lost below the water before the latter village is 
reached, but a few boulders of coarse pebbly sandrock, clearly 
belonging to the Conglomerate of XII, are nevertheless seen 
on tlio hill slopes at the railroad station, slopes that are wholly 
nuule up of coal measure rocks. These boulders and fragments 
have doubtless been carried thither from the interior of the gap 
by the agency of ice or water, and dropped into the position in 
which they are at present found. 

From the Castleman river to the Maryland line Negro Moun- 
tain comprises a broad belt of high land, which grows steadily 
broader and spreads finally far over into Addison township. 

The (Conglomerate has frequently been entirely swept from 
the huge biu^k of the anticlinal, and the Mauch Chunk shales 
(XI) riMldon the surface on top. 

Along the oastorn tlank the lower coal measures everywhere 
(losoond slowly into the basin below. Few openings have been 
made on these beds, but suilicient has been done to establish 
their pn^sonco. Until very recently nocoal was suspected at this 
elevation, and its disrovory will supply such fuel as is required 
by the farniors of l<]j\storn Addison for domestic purposes and 
for oaloining limestone. Further than this, however, its mar- 
ket cannot now l>e profitably extended. 
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CHAPTER IL 

Detailed Description of the Berlin- Salisbury SulhBasin North- 
east of Shanksville. 

East and south-east of Ashtola, Paint township is a wilder- 
ness of mountain land. A few acres of land on the top of the 
Allegheny Mountain have, however, been cleared of timber and 
are under cultivation. 

This is east of the outcrop of the Conglomerate, (XII), in the 
red shales of Formation XI. The soil is smooth, but lean and 
poor. 

The traces of black slate that have been discovered here from 
time to time have led the farmers to dig a number of holes on 
the top of the Mountain in search for coal. The search thus 
far has been fruitless, but sufficient has been done to prove that 
the Umbral rocks do not here include a workable seam of coal. 
A continuation of the eftbrts in this direction is certainly to be 
discouraged. 

Limestone of XL 

The silicious limestone near the base of Formation XI out- 
crops a short distance east of the "clearing." It has been 
opened up and quarried, the coal used in burning the limestone 
being brought from tlie mines near Ashtola. A white lime, 
considerably intermixed with sand, is the product. 

It was repeatedly asked by persons in this vicinity why this 
same limestone does not appear in the neighborhood of Ash- 
tola, and in the region to the west of the latter village towards 
Scalp Level. The reason is very simple, and is here stated for 
the information of those who have been vainly looking for it 
in the valley where it cannot possibly be found. From its out- 
crop, on the top of the Mountain, it dips steadily north-west 
towards Ashtola, and disappears at once under the surface. 
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higher rocks coming in on top, all dipping in the same direction. 
By the time it has reached the neighborhood of Ashtola, it is 
several hundred feet below the surface, and the erosion there 
has not been sufficient to unearth it. 

Beds A and B. 

In Shade township to the south, a few coal openings have 
been made in the interval l)etween the Negro and Allegheny 
Mountains. But the accumulation of coal measure rocks is 
here nowhere great, and, excepting in the neighborhood vi 
Buckstown, the beds of the streams are at or near the base or 
the Lower Productive coal series. 

Boulders of a massive sandrock appear in the bed of Dark 
Shade creek at the mouth of Beaver Dam run. This same 
sandstone, presumably the representative of the Serai Con- 
glomerate, shows in the run for some distance above its mouth, 
but disappears ultimately, the Coal Measures coming in above 
it. Both banks of the run are sufficiently high to include a 
considerable amount of these "Coal Measures," and on the J. 
Kuntz farm one of the lower coal beds is mined. 

Bed B. (?) — Kuntz's mine lies to the North of the run, and is, 
by barometer, 80 feet above it. The mine is driven to the north- 
west, (N. 28° W.,) and rises steadily with the coal, the dip aver- 
aging thus far about 3° to the south-east. 

The mine is in excellent condition, and a large amount of 
coal is taken from it, supplying the neighborhood with fuel. 
It is endoi-sod as a good, strong steam coal, and is fur- 
ther represented as coking easily in the blacksmith's fire. 

The bed shows as follows at the face of the mine: 

I'ig, 1, 
Blaok slate, hard and tirm. 

Coal ^^^^^^m 0' 8" 

Slate ^^^^^^a Q' XI 

CoMl ^^^^^H 2' 10" 

Slato in flv'K)r. 

The thin slate parting noticed in the section seems to prevail 
with more or less persistency throughout the mine, coming in 
here and there as thin lenticular plates. 

The coal has the same rich lustrous color as that seen in 
M'Gregor's mine to the south-west, and indications would point 
to the same bed having been opened at both places. 
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Bed A. — Sixty feet below the mine a spring of water contain- 
ing both iron and sulphur in solution flows from a well rounded 
bench, while 100 feet above the mine the smut of another coal 
was dug but in tilling the soil. Iron ore also occurs embedded in 
ferruginous shales near the top of the hill. This ore was once 
worked, and furnished a part of the material on which Rock- 
ingham Furnace was run. This old charcoal furnace has long 
since been out of blast and fallen into decay. 

Of the nature, thickness and general character of the ore de- 
posit nothing is now known. 

Section on Kuntz Farm, 

The following rough section exhibits the benches showing on 
the hillside to the north-east of the Kuntz mine. (Page plate 
II, fig. 2.) 

Hill top. 

Interval 20' O'' 

Ferruginous shales, containing iron ore from 6' to 8' 0'' 

Interval, ooncealed measures. 62' 0" 

Benoli ? 

Interval 40 0" 

Bench ? 

Interval 40' 0" 

Bench, coal. 

Interval 93' 0" 

Coal 4' 0" 

Interval 68' 0" 

Bench, coal ? 

Interval 20' 0" 

Beaver Dam run. 

One branch of Dark Shade creek takes its rise on high land 
about one mile east of Buckstown. The stream flows on a gen- 
eral northerly course, and empties into Shade creek proper just 
above old Shade furnace. 

MGregor Mine, — As near as can be ascertained the line of 
the Negro Mountain anticlinal crosses Dark Shade creek, near 
old Rockingham furnace, and at M'Qregor's mine, on Dark 
Shade, four miles east north-east of Buckstown, its influence is 
plainly felt, the measures inclining to the south-east On 
McGregor's farm it is probably Bed B that is worked, yielding 
about 3 J feet of coal in the upper bench, as follows : 

Fig.S. 
Black slate. 

Ck>al ^^^^^H 8' 6" 




Slate ^^^^^H r 

Coal ■■^■■i r 
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The coal is bright and shining ; soft, friable, of columnar 
structure, and reasonably free from the usual impurities. 

Directly overlying the coal, at the mouth of the mine, from 6 
to 8 feet of black slates are exposed, in which nodules of kid- 
ney ore are scattered. 

Bed A. — The mine is by barometer 42 feet above the level of 
the creek, in the bed of which a small seam of coal, 18 inches 
thick, is said to outcrop. 

A well rounded coal bench shows in the hillside, 90 feet above 
the mouth of the mine. 

The synclinal axis of the basin passes a short distance east 
of Buckstown, and the rocks are almost horizontal where ex- 
j>osed in the neighborhood of the village. 

Unquestionably the rocks of the Lower Productive Coal 
Measures fill the centre of the basin at this point ; but the coun- 
try spreads out in all directions as a broad plateau, with only a 
few low detached hills, and such coals as it contains cannot 
therefore be mineil by drift above water level in the immediate 
vicinity of tlie village. 

Heinemtyer Mine. — On C. •Heinemeyer*s farm, IJ miles west 
south-west of Buckstown, the lowest coals ot the series outcrop. 
This is near the summit of Xegro Mountain, and the Conglom- 
erate of XII is at daylight, forming the centre of the anticlinal 
arch and making up the country rock along a narrow belt about 
one-lialf mile in width. 

At Ueinemeyer's the measures dip steeply to the south-east 
and the oojils are lost immetiiately ingoing west from this point, 
but soon descend again from the air on the north-west dip. 

The main sran^rwav of lleinemever's mine was driven south- 
east, and has been considenibly troubled with water. A cross 
headinsT is now Ivinsr run off to the north-^ast, or alonsr the 
strike of the rocks. 

The bed vields over five feet of coal, as follows: 

Roof, bbkck slaie. ^^^— — -^^ 

Coal ^HHHI ^' 

SUie, fh>in ^^^^^^9 0' 1 ' to S" 

^^^^^^H 
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The thin slate parting between the two benches of coal occa- 
sionally disappears altogether, resulting in a clean breast of rich 
lustrous coal over five feet thick. This, however, is unusual, 

for the slate parting was observed to prevail with great per- 
sistency. 

The coal is hard, with a slight tendency towards columnar 
structure. Iron pyrites were observed occurring as " binders" 
or thin plates, and also in the form of rounded masses of varia- 
ble sizes. 

The pyritous coal was further observed to be almost invaria- 
bly in close contact with the slate parting. 

A specimen of the coal was forwarded by Mr. Heinemeyer to 
the State Laboratory at Harrisburg, yielding there on analysis 
as follows (D. M'Creath.) : 

"Water at 225° 600 

Volatile matter 26.000 

Fixed carbon 55 .683 

Sulphur 2.167 

Ash 15.550 

100.000 
Coke per oent, 73.400 ; color of ash-gray. 

The coal has a bright lustre, is very tender, and carries con- 
siderable slate." 

If the above specimen represented the average run of the 
mine, the bed is of decidedly inferior quality. 

From the close proximity of the Massive Conglomerate to 
this mine, it would seem that Heinemeyer works Bed A. Sub- 
sequent examination of the benches showing above the mine 
may serve to identify the coal now worked as Bed B, though 
the vertical distances between the benches, as obtained by bar- 
ometer, would rather indicate the presence of Bed A in Heinc- 
meyer's mine. 

Section at Heinemeyer' s. 

Assuming the dip to the south-east to be about 4°, the fol- 
lowing section gives the distances between the benches on the 
hill to the east of Heinemeyer's house (Page Plate II, Fig. 5.): 

Hill top. 

Interval ; concealed measures 10' 0'' 

Bench. (?) 

Interval ; broken sandstone and sandy shales on 
surface 35 ' 
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Bench. (?) 

Interval ; concealed measures. W 0" 

Bench ; coal outcrop. 

Inier^al SC 0" 

Heinemever's mine, ooal 6' 0". 

Interval to small run ; 10* 0" 

Orovf Mine^ B. — About two miles east south-east of Bucks- 
town a bed of coal measuring in all about four feet thick, has 
been opened on the western slope of the Allegheny Mountain, 
near the head waters of Clear Run. 

The opening is on the farm of Mr. Samuel Grove. Mining 
operations are carried on here principally during the winter, 
when considerable coal is taken out and sold in small quantities 
at the mine mouth. The coal in the upper bench if of excel- 
lent quality ; it possesses a bright rich color ; it is of columnar 
structure, very friable, and in appearance seems unusually free 
from impurities. The bed is divided twice by thin partings of 
slate, but both of the lower benches are thin and unimportant. 

The mine is worked to the north-east, the coal dipping at an 
angle of 3^ to the north-west. The same bed strikes into 
the hill on the eastern side of the run and continues up the 
mountain slope, outcropping finally near the summit. 

In the mine the following section of the bed was obtained : 

Fig, .;. 



Black slate 




5* 0" 

0* 2' 
3* 0" 



lk»ny coal 

l\>al, KO<Hi 

Slate ^^^^^^H ir* 

t\>al ^^^^^^ 

Slate 

l\>ai ^^gg^^g ^ ^tt 

t^re-olav sUate. 



A\" 
0' 2' 



The o^^l disapjH^ars immediately under the high land to the 
west, and ap\in oomes to davlight on Heinemever's hill. 

Bed A. — A small seam of «.\uU si\id to measure three feet 
thick was disoovor^nl on Clear Run, abi>ut fiftv feet below the 
Grvn-e mine. 

These coals iKvupy jn^sitions low down in the Lower Pro- 
ductive sorilS, and nu>st pn^bably n^prosent beds A and B. 

St^iil:!cr Miu,\ A\— The nuvt oxtonsivoly worked mine, per- 
hai>c4, ui this whole sivtion of country, is on Mr. A. Stadtler*8 
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property, close to the summit of the Allegheny Mountain, and 
about two miles north-east of the Grove mine. 

The same bed of coal is wrought at both places, and a com- 
parison of the two sections shows that the bed undergoes al- 
most no change in point of thickness within this distance. 
And moreover, the general character of tlie coal remains the 
same. 

The bed has nearly reached its greatest elevation at Stadt- 
lers, and is not far from its final eastern outcrop. The cover 
over the coal at this point does not exceed fifty feet in any 
place, but the hard, tough, black slate roof protects the coal 
from water. 

The coal in the upper bench is clean, of rich appearance, and 
shows bright peacock colors. 

The bed showed the following section in the mine : 

Fig, 7. 
Black slate. 



H/^ai ^^^ 


^_^_ ^t n" 


^^H 


^^^H A/ 


^^m 


^^^H an 


sij^t.e- , ^^™ 


— — ^ ft' a" 


fVMi BB 


BBBi 


Blre-clay slate. ^^^ 





This being the nearest coal to certain portions of Bedford 
county, large quantities of it are shipped down the eastern 
slope of the Allegheny Mountain, and it is everywhere repre- 
sented as an excellent coal, being much sought after and used 
by blacksmiths. Coke has been made from it roughly in open 
air pits, and the article produced was used with entire satisfac- 
tion in several foundries in Bedford county. 

In an old drift, on this same coal, some five hundred feet west 
of the present opening, the bed shows an abnormal development 
measuring in places as much as 6 feet thick, and thinning down 
again within a short distance to its regular size. No change 
was noticed in the character of either roof or floor. 

Conglomerate of Xi7, East of StadUer's Mine. 

The mountain flank continues to rise about 100 feet to the 
summit, and the conglomerate of XII first appears about one- 
half mile east of Stadtler's mine. The broad crest of the Moun- 
tain is thickly strewn with huge masses of this rock; theboul- 
2— IIHH. 
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den are chiefly round and smooth, and vary in character firom 
a coarse conglomerate made up of white quartz pebbles, to a 
fine grained sandstone. 

Iron Ore in Wells Creek. 

At the " Silver Diggings," two miles above the mouth of Wells 
Creek, specimens of a rich carbonate iron ore were seen. These 
had been taken out of a shaft nearly 30 feet deep, put down 
here many years ago, since which time the pit has filled with 
water. But these excavations were fresh, and had been but re- 
cently made when visited by Dr. Hodge of the First Gteologi- 
cal Survey of the State, and are thus noticed in the Final Re- 
X)ort.* " Two bands of ore were passed through, the lower of 
which lying beneath the bed of the creek cannot be worked. 
The upper, though a small seam, consists of a very pure ore. 
This is insufficient of itself, but at the upper edge of the shaft 
there is another layer of ball ore, apparently of ample size, 
possessing an aggregate thickness of ore equal, we think, to 
one foot." Specimens of this ore were secured for analysis and 
yielded as follows : (D. M'Creath.) 

"Iron 40.700 

Sulphar 027 

Phosphorus 113 

Insoluble residue 10.940 

Iron as oarbonate 8S.000 

Iron as oxide 2.700 

Total iron 40.700" 

This analysis shows an unusually good, rich ore. No esti- 
mate can be placed on the value of the deposit until more de- 
finite information has been obtained respecting its thickness 
and probable extent. 

Section at ^'^ Silver Diggings^ 

Directly above the creek, current bedded sandstones show in 
the bank for 20 feet, above which follows a succession of well 
roimded benches in the following order, reading downwards, 
(PagePlateH, Fig. 8): 

HUl top. 

Fine-grained sandstone, ourrent-bedded, in place. ... 16' O'' 

Bench (?). 

Interval, thin ssndstone covering surface 76' 0" 

♦Rogers' Final Report, 1868, vol. II, p. 667. 
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Bench (?). 

Interval (?) iff 0" 

Benoh (?). 

Interval, showing sandy shales and broken sand- 
stone 85' 0" 

Bench (?). 

Interval 40* 0" 

Current bedded sandstone, m place 20* 0" 

Stony creek. 

These benches have never been investigated, but probably 
represent nearly all the coal beds of tlie Lower Productive se- 
ries. It is not known whether a subjacent coal seam was 
passed through in sinking the shaft 

Shanksville Coals. 

In the vicinity of Shanksville no coal whatever has yet been 
worked, although the country round about is clearly made up 
of the soft rocks of the coal measures, which, descending from 
the mountain slope, here fill the centre of the basin. This is 
indicated as well by the general topographical features of the 
country, as by the total absence of the Conglomerate of XII 
on the hillsides or in the stream beds anywhere in the vicinity 
of the town. A hill rises abruptly over Stony Creek, to the 
south of Shanksville, for 150 feet or more, and shows one well 
marked and persistent bench, which follows the stream closely in 
all its turns and windings. 

At Shanksville this terrace is seventy feet above the water, 
and if search after coal be made in this neighborhood it should 
first receive investigation. 

Going east from Shanksville the country rises steadily, though 
softly. Developments are wholly wanting in this region, and 
it is not known precisely at what point the different beds of the 
Lower Productive Coal Measures come out to daylight ; these 
measures, however, all shoot into the air on the western slope 
of the mountain and leave the Massive Conglomerate (Serai, or 
I^ottsville,) to crown the crest. It may here be mentioned 
that a promising outcrop of coal was observed in the side of 
the road about three miles east-south-east of Shanksville. 

Descending Stony Creek from the latter place the bed of the 
stream is observed to fall rapidly. 

Shank's Mine. — Assisted by a south-east rise in the measures. 
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this soon brings to daylight lower rocks than those exposed at 
Shanksville, leaving the latter high above the water. Thus, on J . 
Shank's farm, about 1 J miles north-west of Shanksville, a small 
bed of coal has been opened on the hillside. In elevation the 
mine is, by barometer, 175 feet above the level of Stony creek at 
the Shanksville bridge, and the bed opened is most probably 
also represented at the bridge by the prominent terrace, 70 feet 
above the water, to which allusion has already been made. 

In Shank's mine the coal measures 2' 10", with a thin part- 
ing of slate near the centre. A deposit of impure lire-clay, 3 
feet thick, underlies the coal, and a fine-grained sandstone 
forms the roof. This sandstone is considerably cracked and 
broken, and the coal, for the most part, is wet and poor. 

The mine is run in to the north-east and continued on this 
course, the measures inclining softly to the south-east 

About 60 feet above the mine a prettily rounded bench 
marks the outcrop of a second coal, the thickness of which is 
unknown. Between Shank's mine and Stony Creek the coun- 
try falls off gently and exposes nothing. 
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CHAPTER m. 

Detailed DescripHon of the Berlin Region^ including also a De- 
scription of the Blue Lick Region and Berkley's Mills. 

The general elevation of the country inci eases very little in 
ascending Stony creek from Shanksville. Indeed, as far as Ber- 
lin, and even beyond that point, the country, particularly along 
the central line of the trough, is an almost dead flat, varied 
here and there by a few low hills. 

The fall in the bed of Stony Creek between Berlin and Shanks- 
ville is very slight, and sometimes over wide stretches of coun- 
try the stream flows slowly through marshy upland. 

The region is as thickly settled as any portion of Somerset 
county ; the soil in places is lean, but in the main it is smooth 
and good, and with proper cultivation yields profitable re- 
turns. 

Berlin and Pine Hill, 

Sufficient has already been said in a former chapter respect- 
ing the slow but steady deepening of this basin in going south- 
westward. The declination in the floor of the basin is very 
gentle ; in fact almost imperceptible over small areas. But be- 
tween Shanksville and Berlin, a distance of nearly nine miles, 
the Lower Productive coal rocks have disappeared altogether 
beneath the surface, and the Lower Barren Measures have 
meanwhile slowly accumulated to a depth of certainly 350 feet. 
This, however, expresses the greatest depth of the basin in the 
vicinity of Berlin. But south of Meyersdale, as is shown in a 
subsequent chapter, the basin becomes even deeper, and includes 
a small portion of the Upper Productive Coal Measures. 

Although the rocks at Berlin clearly belong to the Lower 
Barren Measure Group, the term " Barren Measures" does not 
here strictly apply, for usually this group, embracing full 550 
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feet of mettsures, is almost entirely devoid of workable coal 
seams ; but at Berlin an important series of workable coal beds 
and limestone deposits can be recognized and traced from Berlin 
to Berkley's mills on the Blue Lick. This is certainly a very 
unusual condition of things, but one which nevertheless pre- 
vails with more or less persistency throughout Somerset county, 
though in modified shape, wherever the basins are sufficiently 
deep to permit of an accumulation of Barren Measure rocks. 

The coal beds range from one foot to seven feet in thickness ; 
in character taking an equally wide range. Two beds only of 
the series are of importance in a mining sense ; these are the 
first and third in descending order ; the rest are either too small 
or too slaty to be mined with profit. 

Excellent limestone abounds. No less than four distinct 
bands, two of which are ten feet thick, are present in the neigh- 
borhood of Berlin. All of these deix)sits have been worked in 
turn, and each has been found to yield, when calcined, a pure 

white lime. 

Berlin Vertical Section (compiled). 

It is much to be regretted that a perfectly accurate and com- 
plete section of the entire Lower Barren Measure group of rocks 
cannot be made at any one place in this basin, for such a sec- 
tion would establish at once the precise geological position of 
the Berlin coals. 

But from numerous vertical sections made at other points in 
Somerset county, the geological horizon of these coals is be- 
lieved to have been definitely ascertained. The limestone 
bands of the Barren Measures maintain a regular thickness 
with greater persistency than the coals, and being thus more 
easily recognized over wide areas, are the safest guides in iden* 
tification. 

Now the highest limestone found at Berlin accords in position 
with the Elk Lick limestone, which is the lowest limestone de- 
posit above water level in the Salisbury region to the south-west, 
and accepting this identification as correct, the Pittsburg coal 
bed would then be from 210 to 220 feet above the surface at 
Berlin. 

By means of this connection the compiled section in this basin 
can be carried without a break from a point about 200 feet above 
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the Pittsburg coal bed down to within perhaps 50 feet of the 
Mahoning Sandstone ; from thence to the Serai Conglomerate 
the rocks are well known. 

The hiatus in the section does not amount to as much as 100 
feet, for 500 feet of Barren Measures have been measured, and 
the group is here certainly not in excess, if at all, of its normal 
thickness of from 550 to 600 feet. 

The developments between Berlin and Pine Hill Church are 
very complete. By their aid the several coal beds and lime- 
stone strata may be easily followed throughout this distance. 

The following compiled section shows the several important 
strata of the Berlin region (as far as known) and the intervals be- 
tween them as ascertained by careful barometrical measurements. 
The various local sections are grouped on page plate V, (figs. 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16,) the compiled section (fig. 10) appearing 
on page plate III. This compiled section reads: 

Limestone on hiU tops 10' 0" 

Interval.. from 66' 0" to 7(y 0" 

Coal bed, with slate parting ( Berlin bed ) 8' 8" 

Interval lO* 0"+ 

Limestone 8' O'-f 

Slate and shale 6' 0" 

Coal and slate (Piatt bed) 7' 0" 

Interval 60' 0" 

Coal bed (Price bed) 4' 0" 

Interval 60' 0" 

Coal bed* (Coleman bed) 1' 10" 

Slate O' 6" 

Limestone 8 0' 

Interval 40' 0" 

Coal bed (PhiliBon bed) r 0"+ 

Limestone 3' 0'4- 

Interval 40' 0" 

Baflklo oreek at Pine HIU Station. 

Interval to Mahoning sandstone 60' 0''-f 

Beaver County Section. 

A comparison of this section with that made by Mr. L C. 

White in Beaver county ,t will be found both interesting and 
instructive. 

Mr. White's section is complete from the Pittsburg bed to 

the Mahoning Sandstone, and identifying the second limestone 

* On Mr. S. Coleman's property this coal bed swells ont to a mass of ooai 
and slate nearly 6 feet thiols ; this, however, is entirely abnormal. 
fReport K, p. 75. 
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deposit (in descending order) at Berlin, with the Crinoidal 
limestone, the sections are found to correspond more closely 
than is usually the case with Barren Measure sections. 

Berlin Cross Section. 

The cross section of the Berlin basin, (Page Plate IV, Fig. 
9,) shows the simple geology of the basin so clearly as to need 
no extended comment. 

Philson and Coleman Coal Beds. 

Beginning at the base of the scale and taking up the coals in 
ascending order, the two lowest beds require only a brief no- 
tice. 

They appear in the flat to the north of Berlin, probably a 
mile and a-half from the town, but are here almost unknown. 
Their presence has been detected by their accompanying lime- 
stones. 

S. A Philson, — This is the final north-east outcrop ; and from 
thence they descend south-west with the basin, sloping under the 
town of Berlin. They have been detected, however, in a ravine 
just east of the town, and the upper of the two beds has there been 
opened by Mr. S. A. Philson. The coal was not mined at this 
place, but was exposed in quarrying the limestone below. It 
shows about IJ feet thick. 

South-west of this ravine high land comes in, and these coal 
beds remain concealed until again brought to daylight in the 
valley of Buffalo creek, and in the small ravines projecting up- 
wards from the creek into the sides of the valley. 

& Pkihon, — On the north side of Bulialo Creek both beds 
have been exjH^sed on Mr. S. Philson 's farm. 

The lower l^, 40 feet above Butfalo Creek, was very im- 
perfectly oj>eneii up at this place, and its exact thickness 
cannot be stated. But certainly as much as one foot of coal ex- 
ists here, and more thorough investigations may reveal a much 
lar«:er bed. It is underlaid at a short interval bv limestone. 

Ascending the hill for about 40 feet the outcrop of the next 
higher oixil and limestone is found. The interval between is 
made up wholly of bUick slates and sott clay shales. This sec- 
ond coal and limestone has l>een ojx^ned by Mr. Philson in an 
adjoining field, where they show as follows: 
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Clay and shale, iron iiuiiiied 6' 0" 

Coal 1' 10" 

Black slate from 0' 4' toO 6" 

liimestoiie 3 0"-f 

The coal is much iutermixed with earthy matter, and is poor 
and worthless. But if taken out in connection with the lime- 
stone underlying, it will serve very well to calcine the latter. 

The outcrops of these coals range eastward and westward 
along the north and south slopes of Bufialo valley, and to- 
gether with their attendant limestones, have been exposed on a 
number of farms bordering the creek. 

Crossing the creek at Pine Hill station, on the Buffalo Val- 
ley Railroad, and ascending the southern slope of the valley, 
the outcrops of these coals are passed over, both showing plainly 
in the road. 

The lower deposit has never been i^ivestigated on this side of 
the stream, but the upper coal was twice opened on the Cole- 
man farms, and displays a remarkable thickening, swelling out 
in a short distance to nearly six feet in height. 

On Mr, Henry Coleman's land, to the east of the road, a drift 
was recently started on this bed to test the quality of the coal. 

After driving the entry a few yards beyond the outcrop, suf- 
ficient had been seen to warrant a discontinuance of the work. 
The coal, so far as seen, is certainly worthless for all practical 
purposes. Altogether, the bed measures nearly five feet thick, 
and shows even thicker on the adjoining farm of Mr. S. Cole- 
man, where a complete measurement was obtained as follows : 

IHg. 17. 

Soft shale. ^mm^^ma^K^ 

Coal ^^^^^^g Q, ^„ 

Slate,80ft i^^^^^l ^ ^" 

Coal, bony and poor ^^^^^^^H ^' ^" 

Coal,8laty ^^^^^•B 1' 0" 

Slate ^^^^m3 0' i" 

Coal iBBHIMM (y 4" 

Slate O' i" 

Coal r 3" 

Slate r 0" 

Coal V 2" 

Soft olay in floor. 

The gangway has been driven 150 feet on a general north- 
west course, and dips slightly. The coal is bony and poor 
throughout. 
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Grumbert Quarry, — This same coal again appears on Mr. 
Qumbert's land, in the neighborhood of Pine Hill Church. 
The exposure occurs in a small ravine, which widens westward 
towards Buffiilo creelc 

No special effort has been made by Mr. Gumbert to develop 

the deposit, though small quantities of limestone have here been 

quarried, exposing the following section a few feet above the 

run: 

Shales and slate 6' 0'* 

Coal smut and dirt 1' ' 

Coal r 0" 

Slate (K 7" 

Coal 0' 5" 

Black slate 0' 8" 

Limestone. ^ 2' 0" 

Shale ( V 0" 

Limestone .J , C 6"-|- 

From thence south-westward to the Valley of the Blue Lick 
these coals remain under the high country which marks the cen- 
tre of the basin. They are, however, known to exist in the 
neighborhood of Berkley's mills, and are described on succeed- 
ing pages relating to the latter region. 

Price Coal Bed, 

The next higher coal of the Berlin series, or the " four foot 
bed," necessarily covers a more limited area than the beds just 
described. But it is in every sense a more valuable seam, and 
is, in fact, one of the two important beds of this region, al- 
though yielding a somewhat ashy coal. 

The bed is marked by a few distinctive and very persistent 
features, which materially assist in its recognition. 

These may be briefly summed up as follows : — I. Its invaria- 
ble slate roof. II. The small slate band parting the bed un- 
evenly, and. III. The softness and extreme friability of the 
coal. 

The bed is further parted by small knife edges of slate, which, 
though non-persistent, are nevertheless of a damaging charac- 
ter. Moreover, it seems at no time to be free from thin wedges 
of clayey matter, which swell the percentage of ash in the coal. 
One analysis was made of the coal from this bed and will be 
found below. 
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Mr. S. Musser^afann^ 1 J miles north north-east of Berlin, is 
the final north-east limit of the *'four foot bed." It starts, un- 
der the high land at this place, and though provided with very 
little cover, is nevertheless sufficiently well protected by its 
roof slates to permit of its being mined almost to the point of 
outcrop. 

On this property the bed is opened near Mr. Musser's house, 
and shows as follows in the main gangway, a short distance 
from the mine mouth : 

Black slate. 

Coal, including a few thin wedges of slate 2' 9^' 

Slate (K 3" 

Coal V 10' 

Slate. 

A small knoll is all that is here left of the bed, and to the 
north of Mr. Musser's house it passes out into the air. 

The rocks here rise to the north-west^ towards Negro Moun- 
tain, but the north-east rise is likewise marked. 

The same bed is again exposed on the farm adjoining Mr. 
Musser to the south-west, and there gives the same section. 

Moreover, its outcrop is distinctly marked along the road- 
side for some distance, the country remaining nearly flat, but 
is lost in the high ground around Berlin, passing underneath 
the town. It again appears, however, in the ravines to the east 
and south, and has been opened in both places. 

Brubaker Mine. — That to the east is on the outskirts of the 
town. The opening on Mr. Brubaker's land is close to the 
developments of Mr. S. A. Philson on the next bed below, be- 
ing about 50 feet above Mr. Philson's quarry, and also about 
50 feet below the Piatt openings on the next higher bed, de- 
scribed further on. 

South of the town the ^'four foot bed" again appears at the 
railroad station, and has been opened on both sides of the ra- 
vine. This point is about the centre or synclinal axis of the ba- 
sin, for the coal has here been mined both to the north-west and 
southrcast, and shows a slight rise in each gangway. 

Price Mine. — The mine on the western side of the ravine is 
owned by Mr. T. Price, who has opened for a short distance a 
wide and commodious gangway , preparatory to shipping coal to 
market. 
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This gangway would command a large acreage of firm coal. 
The bed is under all the high plateau south-west of Berlin, and 
stretches in an almost unbroken sheet towards Pine Hill Sta- 
tion, in Buffalo Valley. 

Whether the bed will repay working on a large scale, is a 
question for practical determination ; for these Barren Measure 
Coals are treacherous, and change suddenly, both in size and 
character. 

At the head of Mr. Price's gangway the section is as fol- 
lows: 

Fig, 18, 

Black slate 

Coal, bony 

Ck)al 

Slate, knife edge . 

Coal 

Slate, thin, non-persistent. 



3' 



8' 


0" 


O' 


2' 


1' 


0" 


1' 


2" 





6" 


U' 


8" 


1' 


0" 



Coal 
Slate. 
Coal 
Slate. 

The coal is of columnar structure, and is exceedingly soft 
and friable, breaking and cnmibling considerably in mining. 

The 3-inch parting is variable in point of thickness, becom- 
ing at times much reduced in size and thinning down to on*» 
inch. 

An average specimen of the coal was here obtained for ao 
alysis, and gave the following constituents (D. M'Creath.): 

" Water at 225° Fah .870 

Volatile matter 20.330 

Fixed carbon 68.944 

Sulphur 1 . 176 

Ash 8.680 



100.000 



Coke per cent, 78.80 ; color of ash, g^y. 

The coal is bright, tender, and shows a few scales of iron 
pyrites and some slate partings." 

Following the outcrop of this bed down Buffalo Creek, it is 
found to skirt both sides of the valley, keeping far above wa- 
ter level and shooting out into the air on a north-west rise some 
distance below Pine Hill station. 

The outcrop runs up the ravines, and the coal was once mined 
in the hollow which starts near Mr. Weighley's house. This 
mine, however, is now closed up. 
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Philson Mine. — The same bed is also known m the next ra- 
vine to the west, extending northwards through Mr. Philson's 
fields. 

A drift was here run in on the bed, and a small amount of 
coal was taken from it ; but the opening has since been allowed 
to fall shut. The bed measures at this place full four feet from 
roof to floor, and is reported to have shown its usual parting 
of slate. Ten feet of slates and sandy shales overlie the coal 
at the outcrop. 

Further up the ravine the bed was again opened on Mr. Phil- 
son's farm, and these openings^ are, by barometer, 60 feet above 
the next coal below, and also 60 feet below the next coal above, 
as developed by Mr. Hay. These measurements do not cor- 
respond precisely with those made at Berlin, but the slight 
difference is doubtless due partially to defective leveling of the 
barometer, and partially to slight variations in the thickness of 
the interval rocks. 

The grouped sections of the Berlin region, as given on Plate 
V, show the general harmony of the vertical sections made in 
different parts of the basin, and at the same time indicate the 
comparatively wide variation in interval rocks which is yet en- 
tirely compatible with average regularity. 

On the opposite side of the creek this bed has been exposed 
by the Messrs. Coleman on two adjoining farms. These mines 
are now shut, but the outcrop of the bed can be located with- 
out diflSculty, being usually marked by a prominent bench. 

At Pine Sill Church it is far below the surface, but appears 
in Mr. Gumbert's fields to the west. The outcrop is at the base 
of a wooded hillside, and is just at water level. Dipping south- 
east under the hill, it could not be worked at that place. 

Piatt Cod Bed. 

The largest coal bed of the Berlin group is the next seam in 
ascending order above the " four foot coal" just described. In- 
cluding all its partings it is seven feet thick, 

This is the so-called "Piatt vein," having been developed 
many years ago close to the town by Mr. Piatt. At that time 
this was the only bed of coal known to exist in this region. 

The bed is now no longer worked ; it consists of a mass of 
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coal and slate so closely intermixed as to render the whole de- 
posit almost totally worthless. Besides, it carries enormous 
quantities of sulphur, as is shown by the analysis of a specimen 
of the coal obtained through Mr. Weighley. 

A large number of sections made between Berlin and Pine 
Hill Church shows that this bed ranges through the hills at an 
average distance of about 60 feet above the " four foot seam," 
and about 25 feet below the highest workable coal of the Ber- 
lin group. 

The close proximity of these two upper coals has been the 
cause of some confusion in the proper identification of the out- 
crops of the beds. Apart from the wide difference in the 
character of the coals, the beds may be easily recognized and 
located by the limestone bands which range through the hills, 
and also by the invariable interval of 25 feet separating the 
coals. 

Starting at the northernmost point and following the Piatt bed 
south-westward, it is first seen in the ravine to the east of Ber- 
lin, where it appears close to the surface. 

Piatt Mine. — The coal was benched by Mr. Piatt, but work 
was discontinued at this place long ago, and the exposures 
are now no longer fresh. A section of the bed was, however, 
obtained, and is here inserted. It reads as follows: 

Shale. 

Coal, bony 1 6' 

Slate 0' 2'- 

Coal 0' 3" 

Slate 0' 6" 

Coal, poor 2' 0" 

Slate parting 0' 1" 

Coal, poor 1' 0"-|- 

The bed then disappears under the town of Berlin, but is 
only a short distance below the surface at the eastern end of the 
village. 

It is again seen in the road leading to the railroad station, 
outcropping about midway between the water trough and the 
station. The outcrop is here obscure, having never been devel- 
oped. 

Weighley Mine. — Its outcrop ranges high up along the hill 
slopes of 13uffalo valley, passing far up the ravine leading to- 
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wards Mr. Weighley's, and was opened within a few yards of 
the latter's house. 

But the coal was not worked to any extent, and the mine was 
allowed to fall partially shut. A portion of the bed was, how- 
ever, seen at this place by Mr. Chas. A. Young, who reports 
the following section : 

Black slate. 

Coal ^ 1' 2" 

Slaty ooal , T o' 

Coal 2' 0" 

The slaty coal, as described by Mr. Young, is virtually a 
parting, the slate binders frequently uniting and swelling to six 
inches in thickness. 

Moreover, the black slate in the roof is said to be only 6 inches 
thick, and constitutes a second parting, being overlaid by 1' 6'' 
of coal. 

An analysis was made by Mr. A. S. M'Creath of a fair speci- 
men of coal from this mine, with the following results : 

** Water 1 .000 

Volatile matter 18.176 

Fixed oarbon 68.521 

Suiphur 5 .384 

Ash 21.920 

100.000 
Coke per oent, 80.826 ; oolor of ash, pinlL. 

The coal has a dull lustre ; is compact, with a tendency to 
break into blocks ; it carries a considerable quantity of slate 
and a very large amount of iron pyrites." 

The above analysis needs no comment. 

Say Mine. — From Mr. Weighley's mine the outcrop of this 
bed runs a short distance down the southern bank of the ravine : 
turns then sharply to the south-west, keeping close to the top of 
the hills, and is again found at the head of the next ravine, whore 
it has been opened on the township road by Mr. Henry Hay, 
about 800 feet south-west of his house. 
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The gangway was driven in only a few yards, exposing the 
following section : 



Fig. 19, 



Sandy slate, 



Coal, bony 

Fire-clay shale 

Coal, bony and poor . 

Parting 

Coal 

Clav parting , 

Coal 




4' 



♦r 



0' 
0' 
2' 
0' 
0' 



7" 

2" 
10" 

1" 

3" 

3" 
10'+ J 



9' 0" 



West of Mr. Hay's mine the coal very soon disappears 
into the air, but following it south-westward it is found under- 
lying the high country between Buffalo Creek and Pine Hill 
Church, It outcrops on Mr. S. Coleman's farm, a few hun- 
dred yards south-west of the latter's house. The bed there 
appears just below the massive limestone band, which furnishes 
an unfailing guide for its identification. 

At Pine Hill Church the bed is not known, but it certainly 
passes underneath the village, and doubtless outcrops some- 
where in the clump of woods to the west, between Mr. Fritz's 
mine and the base of the hill. 

From thence it passes south-westward into the Blue Lick 
region and has there been exposed. 

Berlin Coal Bed. 

The most valuable of the Berlin coals is the highest bed of 
the section. It measures only about four feet thick from roof 
to floor, but its comparative freedom from sulphur and slate 
renders it pre-eminently the first and most important bed of 
this resjion. 

The area covered by it is small. North of Buffalo creek it 
approaches the surface so closely, preparatory to its final disap- 
pearance from the basin, that very little firm coal could be ob- 
tained from it in the vicinity of Berlin. Beyond the smut of 
its outcrop it is therefore almost unknown between Berlin and 
the Buffalo. But south-west of the valley, though confined to 
a narrow line along the centre of the trough, it sweeps in an al- 
most unbroken sheet past Pine Hill church, down the valley of 
the Blue Lick, going under water level at Meyersdale, to remain 
concealed beneath the bed of the Castleman river, beyond the 
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Maryland State line. It is 280 feet, more or less, below the 
Pittsburg bed as mined in the Salisbury basin further south. 

A band of slate divides the bed unequally. This parting, 
nearly six inches thick, ranges near the overlying slate, and the 
upper coal bench is therefore usually left in the roof of the 
mines. The lower bench presents a breast of clean, pure coal, 
between three and four feet thick. The coal is of a rich lus- 
trous appearance ; it is soft, very friable, and of prismatic struc- 
ture. 

The bed underlies a portion of the town of Berlin, and is 
first seen at the water trough on the road to the railroad sta- 
tion. This is at once its extreme northerly and easterly outcrop. 

Thence it ranges along the road leading south-west from 
Berlin, being there only thinly covered, and is again seen near 
Mr. Kimmel's house ; the outcrop is here marked by a rich 
show of coal smut and black slates exposed on the flank of a 
bench. At Kimmel's the bed is about 70 feet below the high- 
est limestone of the section. 

Continuing south-westward past Mr. Weighley's house, the 
bed is again seen in a ditch, just beyond which the road 
crosses a high bench, and on the south side of the bench Mr. 
Henry Hay once opened this Berlin bed, which is here under 
sufficient cover to be mined for local use. The mine is now 
entirely shut ; the thickness of the bed is given as full four feet. 

The bed is about 30 feet above the next coal below, as opened 
by Mr. Hay 250 yards to the west. Mr. Hay's farm is about 
the extreme southern limit of the upper bed, before it crosses 
the Buflalo, and passes under the high land on the opposite 
side of the creek. 

Crossing the stream the bed is found in the highest fields of 
the Coleman farms, and is there under ample cover. 

H. Colentan. — It is mined by Mr. Henry Coleman, in lim- 
ited quantities, for local use, the bed presenting a handsome 
appearance in the mine. It shows: 

rig, 90. 



' te. 

Coal _^_«^-. 0' 3') 

Slate [22^222 0' 5' 

• oal ^^^^^^M 3' 2" 



10 
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8— UHII. 
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A specimen of the coal analysed as follows at the Labora- 
tory of the Survey (A. S. M'Creath.): 

•♦Water 2.010 

Volatile matter 20.635 

Fixed carbon 68.821 

Sulphur 744 

Ash 8.890 



100.000 
Coke per cent, 77 .455 ; color of ash, gray, red tinge.*' 

On Mr. S. Coleman's farm, to the west, the hills are of about 
the same elevation, the two farms being separated by a narrow 
ravine drained by Pine Hill run. The upper coal bed, there- 
fore, appears on Mr. S. Coleman's property. 

It passes under Pine Hill church, and comes out in the ra- 
vine to the west, being there opened and mined by Mr. S. P. 
Fritz. By barometer it is about 70 feet below the level of the 
village. 

In Mr. Fritz's mine, the section of coal exposed is as fol- 
lows : 

IHg. Ml. 
Blate. 

Coal ^^^^^^ 0' 

Slate ^^^^^^^ 0* 





Coal ^^^^^^ 8' 

Slate. 

A small coal was accidentally discovered directly above the 
roof-elate. 

An analysis of a specimen of the coal from the main bench 
of the bed gave the following constituents (A S. M'Creath.) : 

• • Water at 225© Fah 1 .025 

Volatile matter 22.760 

Fixed carbon 67 .467 

Salphar 808 

Ash 7.845 



100.000 
Coke per cent, 75.615 ; color of ash, reddish gray." 

From Pine Hill church this bed sweeps south-westward, and 
is one of the important features of the Blue Lick region. 

Berlin Limestone Grroup. 

Very little remains now to be said respecting the limestone 
deposits occurring in the Berlin group of rocks. Like the 
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coals, they are confined to a narrow belt of land in the centre 
of the trough, and their north, east and west outcrops are 
marked with sufficient distinctness to clearly define their geo- 
graphical limits. 

It has been stated that four bands of limestone range through 
the high plateau between Berlin and Pine Hill. The follow- 
ing table shows the thickness of the interval rocks separating 
the several layers : 

Limefltone, No. FV, Elk Lick 10' 0" 

Interval from 80 0" to 90 0" 

lamestone, No. Ill from 8 0* to 10' 0" 

Interval 135' 0" ^291' 

Limestone, No. II 3' ' 

Interval 40' 0" 

Limestone, No. I 3* '-f , 

Limestone No, IV, Elk Lick. 

The uppermost limestone touches only the highest knobs, 
and is very little known. 

North of Buflfalo creek it is represented by a single knoll 
which rises westward from Mr. E. Kimmel's house. The lime- 
stone caps the hill, and has only a few feet of cover. 

The stone being much broken, is easily quarried. It is of 
a bluish cast, moderately pure, and produces a white lime. A 
thin layer of red dirt is seen directly above the limestone. 

In the Blue Lick region this limestone deposit is overlaid 
by a thin seam oi coal, which has been completely eroded from 
the northern end of the plateau. 

South of the Bufl:alo, the highest limestone stratum runs 
along the extreme hill-tops, and just touches the surface at 
Pine Hill church. Its outcrop is plainly marked on both the 
Coleman farms, but it has never been opened up in this inter- 
val, inasmuch as equally good limestone can be obtained lower 
down the slopes. 

Limestone No. Ill, 

The next lower limestone of the series, (No. HI in ascend- 
ing order,) is a large compact band, from which all the lime 
needed for the Berlin region could be easily derived. Hitherto 
it has been very little developed either north or south of the 
Buffalo, attention having been principally directed to the lime- 
stone bands found still lower in the measures. 
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At Berlin its thickness certainly amounts to as much as 8 
feet. It is semi-crystalline, of a bluish color, slakes easily, and 
produces a good white lime. 

Passing underneath the town of Berlin it outcrops in a 
spring at Mr. Kimmel's house, the water of the spring giving 
abundant evidence of its presence. 

From thence its line of outcrop keeps east of the road and 
soon makes a wide sweep southward, passing Mr. Weighley's 
house, and covering the tops of the hills overlooking Buffalo 
creek from the north. In one of these fields it has been opened 
by Mr. Weighley, and a small amount of limestone is taken 
out. It is almost destitute of cover, and the deposit is much 
cracked and broken. 

This limestone deposit passes between the mines of Mr. H, 
Hay, and then runs westward to outcrop finally in Mr. Hay's 
fields. 

South of the Buffalo its presence has been detected in a small 
ravine extending up from Pine Hill run, through Mr. S. Cole- 
man's property. It is here as much as ten feet thick. 

The same deposit shows on Mr. Henry Coleman's farm, where 
it has been partially opened and as much as four feet of ex- 
cellent limestone exposed. It has here been quite extensively 
developed, the limestone being burned in a substantial kiln 
near by. The quarry is only a short distance from Mr. Hay's 
upper mine, underlying the latter by about 10 feet. 

The same limestone is also known on the S. P. Fritz farm, 
in the ravine sloping west from Pine Hill church. It has here 
been again partially exposed, but its entire thickness was not 
ascertained. 

The two lower limestone bavds^ (Nos. I and II,) are inferior in 
thickness to those just described. They cover, however, a much 
greater area, and are found associated with coal seams sufli- 
ciently large to furnish the necessary fuel for calcining. 

The outcrop lines of these deposits have already been suf- 
ficiently indicated in describing the run of the coals overlying 
them. It is now only necessary to add what little is known of 
their thickness and character. 

The upper of the two deposits has been exposed on Mr. S. 
A. Philson's land, to the east of Berlin. It is here separated 
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by thia partings of shale into three layers, which together 
aggregate about three feet of limestone. The limestone is of 
a bluish color, but somewhat argillaceous. It produces, how- 
ever, a tolerably good lime. 

The other deposit outcrops lower down the ravine, but has 
never been explored. 

The upper band is again quarried a short distance be- 
low the railroad station, and both deposits are exposed on Mr. 
Samuel Philson's farm, one mile to the south-west. Thev are 
here about 3 feet thick, and are somewhat impure. 

They are further known on the opposite side of the creek, 
the upper stratum having been seen on Mr. Gumbert's land, a 
short distance west of Pine Hill church, as already described. 
(See ante page 26). 

Valley of Blue Lick Creek. 

Blue Lick Creek is an affluent of the Castleman, coming into 
the latter between Meyersdale and Garrett. It is a small 
stream, but drains a deep, wide valley. 

One branch of the Blue Lick heads up in the high plateau 
at Pine Hill ; it flows a southerly course and joins the other 
fork, which heads at the base of the Allegheny Mountain and 
comes down past Hays' Mills, a short distance below Berkley's 
Mills in Summit township. 

The Berlin rocks make up the sides of the valley drained 
by the Pine Hill branch, which starts at the horizon of the 
highest limestone of the section, descends quickly, and at 
Berkley's Mills, 3J miles south-south-east of Pine Hill, is at 
the base of the group. 

The Hays' Mills branch flows principally over rocks belong- 
ing to the Lower Productive System. It turns westward at 
Hays' Mills, thus crossing over into the Barren Measure re- 
gion, but it at no time touches even the lowest rocks of the 
Berlin group. 

Blue Lick Creek proper, from the junction of its two forks 
to its mouth, flows in the Barren Measures below the Berlin 
group of coals. 

The Berlin section, as already given, applies without modi- 
fication to the measures exposed along the Pine Hill branch of 
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Blue Lick. The narrow strip of country there covered by these 
rocks is sharply defined to the east and west. 

The old Countryman farm may be said to mark the eastern 
limit of this coal territory, and the property owned by Mr. 
Josiah Walker is its western border. The boundary lines of the 
lower part of the group may stretch somewhat beyond the points 
designated, but the extreme eastern and western limits ot the 
most valuable of the Berlin coals have certainly been given. 

At Pine Hill church the rocks dip south, the incline, though 
slight, being nevertheless sufficiently steep to interfere with 
mining in the direction of the dip. 

The higkest limestone of the section, as has been stated, scarcely 
touches the country in the immediate neighborhood of the 
church, but misses it only by a few feet. Isolated patches of 
the limestone may, however, occur in the few knolls which here 
rise somewhat above the general surface. 

But descending into the valley, and going south-south-east, 
this limestone gets under cover and is found on the Boger and 
Wm. Walker farms, about one mile distant from the church 
It is quarried on both properties, the coal bed seventy feet be- 
low furnishing the necessary fuel for calcining the stone. 

On the Wm. Walker tract the whole deposit, including the 
small overlying coal seam, is handsomely exposed, and thus 
shows : — 



Coal smut 

Clay and dirt... 

Limestone 

Limestone clay. 

Limestone 
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Limestone 
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The entire thickness of this lowest layer is reported by Mr. 
Walker to be full 6 feet. The limestone is compact, of a bluish 
cast, and fossiliferous ; it has a slightly conchoidal fracture and 
calcines easily, yielding a moderately pure white lime. 

The quarry is about 90 feet below the level of Pine Hill 
church ; barometrical measurements place this latter point al- 
most on a dead level with the town of Berlin. 

From Mr. Walker's quarry the limestone stretches eastward 
across the ravine, and is claimed to have been found on the 
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Ciountryman farm. It has there a south-east nse, and speedily 
vanishes into the air. 

X Walker. — It likewise spreads westward from Mr. Walker's 
quarry, rising in that direction and going out to daylight finally 
on the adjoining farm, owned by Mr. Josiah Walker. It has here 
been exposed near the final crop, and shows as follows: 

Limestone, foflsiliferoas. 1' V ) 

Shale (H 9" SS'l" 

Limestone 2' 9"-}- ) 

Both these bands are filled with minute bryozoa and uni- 
valve shells. 

The two highest coeds of the Berlin group have both been 
developed on the Walker farms. 

Both beds pass under Pine Hill church, the highest seam un- 
derlying the surfiace at the village by from 50 to 70 feet. From 
the church they stretch down the ravine, separating the Wm. 
Walker and Countryman farms, outcropping on both sides of 
the hollow, and are represented in the extreme hill-tops of the 
basin west of Berkley's Mills, though the highest coal is there 
almost devoid of cover. It therefore offers its best chances at 
the northern end of the ravine. 

Berlin Coal Bed. 

As at Berlin, so in the Blue Lick Valley, the highest coal 
bed of the section is the important one of the group. It pre- 
serves the characteristic features already enumerated as distin- 
guishing it in the Berlin region, and it further mamtains the 
same general thickness. 

The bed shows handsomely on the Wm. Walker property. 
It is here under considerable cover, and the coal comes out 
clean and dry. It seems, however, rather more sulphurous 
than on Buffalo creek, but it carries less slate, and the quality 
of the coal, on the average, is about the same. It has been quite 
extensively mined by Mr. Wm. Walker, the gangways of whose 
mine are of considerable length. The bed has shown itself regu- 
lar and even ; it is unusually free from "rolls" and other disturb- 
ances, and being here close to the synclinal axis, is easily mined. 

This coal was largely used in the engines employed in the 
construction of the Sand Patch Tunnel on the Allegheny Moun- 
tain, thus receiving an excellent practical test, the result of 



40 HHH. REPORT OF PROGRESS. PLATT, 1876. 

which was to establish for it a reputation as a superior steam 
coal. 

W. Walker Mine, — The following section of the bed was ob- 
tained in the main gangway of Mr. Walker's mine : 

Slate. Fig. 22. 

Coal f— — M^ 0' 6'M 

Slate iHl^H ^^"ivs" 

^^^^^H 3' 9"! 

Slate HIHiH ^ ^ 

The upper bench is not mined, in consequence of the crumbly 
slate roof above. This bench ranges from 6 inches to 1 foot 4 
inches in thickness, but the coal is inferior in quality to that 
below the parting. 

The lower bench is without persistent partings, but shows 
occasional knife edges of slate. The coal is soft, friable, and 
of a rich black color. 

A specimen for analysis was forwarded to Ilarrisburg by Mr. 
Walker, and there showed the following constituents (A. S. 
M'Creath): 

* • Water 1 . 945 

Volatile matter ... 21.935 

Fixed carbon 68 664 

Sulphur 1.161 

Ash 6.406 



100.000 
Coke, per oent, 76.120; oolor of ash, reddish gray." 

•/. Walker Mine. — Crossing westward on to Mr. Josiah "Walk- 
er's farm the same bed is again seen at the head of a small ra- 
vine near Mr. Walker's house. 

It is here near its final crop, and seems somewhat impure, 
carrying not only more sulphur, but also more slate. The fol- 
lowing section shows the position of the slate partings : 
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Slate floor. 
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This coal bed rests on a large deposit of limestone, full 
twelve feet thick, and perhaps even thicker. The limestone is 
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ID turn underlaid by a large mass of coal and elate, correspond- 
ing to the Platt-Weighlej seam of Berlin, 

Section, on Wm. W<dker Farm. 

The entire deposit is handsomely exposed at one point on 

Mr. Wm. Walker's farm. It has ^o been found on adjoining 

itkrmB to the eaet, west and south, but on none of these is the 

exposure bo complete. The section is as follows, reading down- 



wards: 



j/Sfi.tS, 



lDt«rTBl,sUt«(r). 

LiiuMtone, broken 

LlmestODe, in one b&nd . . 

Shale parting 

Llmenone 

BUte 

Llmestuae 

Sbale and Impure lii 



Llmeatone. , 



Coolsmnt 

Slate 

Coal 

Blaok elate, hard 

Coal 

Slate 

Coal 

Slate. 




Countryman Farm, 

The limestone and coal underlying are again seen some dis- 
tance back of the hill, skirting the eastern side of the ravine. 
This is the old Countrj-man farm, which includes within its 
boundary lines a considerable amouut of the upper strata of the 
Berlin group. 

The highest coal, however, does not seem to have here been 
opened, although it is known to underlie a portion of the farm. 
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But a drift was run in on the bed next below, at its outcrop, 
near the Countryman house. This mine in time falling shut, 
an opening on the so-called "four foot bed" was substituted for 

it 

Price Coal Bed. — The latter seam is here not so thick as at 
Berlin, nor is the coal from it so good. It carries more alumin- 
ous matter, the bed being divided into three benches by per- 
sistent bauds of slate. A section made in Mr. Countryman's 
mine is reproduced. It reads as fellows: 



Slate. 

Coal 




V 8" 


81ate 




0' 2" 


Ck)al 




0' 2" 


Slate 




.... thiu. 


Coal 




V 2" 




Berkley's Mills, 





3' 2" 



This Price coal bed is not known on the Walker farms, being 
there below water level, but is seen farther down the valley, on 
Mr. Perry Berkley's property, about one mile north of the village 
of Berkley's Mills. It shows here almost the same section as 
that obtained on the Countryman farm, as follows : 

Slate. 

Coal, slaty 1' 9"\ 

Slate (y 2" 

Coal C 1' ^2' 11" 

Slate thin. 

Coal 0' 11", 

The outcrop, running south-westward, crosses the township 
road, and was opened between the school house and Berkley's 
mills. The mine is now shut. 

The bed runs down the Blue Lick valley on a southward 
course, turning finally westward, and continuing on to the Cas- 
tleman. 

But on Mr. P. Berkley^s land the coal is provided with suf- 
ficient cover to allow the next higher seam to appear, together 
with its overlying limestone, which latter deposit caps the 
hill. 

This same state of things continues south-westward across 
the township road and past Mr. F. P. Walker's house, by 
whom both coal and limestone have been opened. 
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Flatt Coal Bed. — Only a part of the slaty bed is mined by 
Mr. F. P. Walker, but nearly the whole seam has been exposed 
by Mr. Berkley, as follows : 

Slate. 

Coal C V 

Slate (y 2" 

Coal (V 6" 

Slate 0' 8' U' 8" 

Coal 0' 2" 

Slate 7" 

Coal 2' 6" . 

This coal is thus seen to retain its slaty character through- 
out the entire region, beginning at Berlin at the Piatt open- 
ings, and ending a few miles north of the Castleman river. 

But the limestone deposit overlying this coal seam is an im- 
portant stratum all along the Pine Hill branch of Blue Lick. 
It furnishes the fertilizing material for the great bulk of the 
farms in this community, and being near the summit of the 
plateau at the southern end of the ravine, it has little cover over 
it, and can hence be quarried at a less cost than the smaller 
bands found at lower levels. 

It shows on the F. P. Walker farm^ at the extreme hill-top ; 
a portion of the deposit remains here unexposed, but that seen 
is as follows : 

Surface soil 7' 0"^ 

Limestone O' 6" 

Clay 6" 

Limestone 1' 6' ^4' 1" 

Fire-clay slate 2' 8" 

Limestone 2' 6" 

Fire-clay, impure ? 

This quarry is close to the centre or deepest part of the ba- 
sin, and being one of the most elevated points in this vicinity, 
the highest limestone of the Berlin section is here gone from 
the plateau altogether, but comes in again south of Berkley's 
mills, and is present in the hills overlooking Meyersdale from 
the north. 

Berlin Coal Bed. — ^The outcrop of the highest coal occurs in 
the road near the School House. It is here provided with only 
a small amount of cover, and the coal is therefore of little con- 
sequence. 
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Sectiort at Berkley's Mills. 

Descending east-south-east from Mr. F. P. Walker's quarry, 
bj the road to Berkley's mills, the basset edges of 250 feet of 
rocks are crossed. These are the lower rocks of the Berlin 
group, as the following section shows : 

Limestone on hill-top. 

Interval 22' 0" 

Ck)al; mined by F. F. Walker. (Platt-Weighley 
seam of Berlin). 

Interval 70* 0" 

Coal ; old mine near sohool-liouse (Price ooal) 4' 0" 

Concealed rucks WO" 

Limestone outcrop. (Coleman ooal. ) 

Interval BV 0" 

Blue Lick creek at Berldey 's mills. Total 286' 0" 

In this last interval of 80 feet the lowest coal and limestone 
of the Berlin section should make their appearance, but their 
outcrop is concealed. 

Between Berkley's mills and the Castleman river at Meyers- 
dale, the country is high upland unbroken by ravines. Such 
scanty outcrops of coal as occur along the plateau, belong 
either to the very highest seams of the Berlin section or to 
other beds still nearer the Great Pittsburg coal at the top of 
the Barren Measures. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Lower Productive Coal Measures between Shanksville and 
the Castleman River^ in the Berlin- Salisbury Sub-Basin. 

The Lower Productive Coal Measures in the region between 
Shanksville and the Castleman river are confined to those por- 
tions of the basin lying close to the mountain ridges enclosing 
it on the east and west. 

Descending from the Allegheny Mountain, they plunge far 
beneath the high Berlin plateau and do not again reappear un- 
til near the base of Negro Mountain ; the eastern flank of which 
they then slowly ascend, a portion of them sweeping completely 
over the top, into the Somerset sub-basin to the west ; this con- 
tinues nearly as far as to the Castleman river, where the Potts- 
ville Conglomerate appears on the mountain top and crowds them 
into the air, as already described. The Berlin crofts section 
(Page Plate IV) sliows the main structural features of this part 
of the basin. 

Excepting in the neighborhood of Garrett, at the eastern 
base of Negro Mountain, few developments have been made on 
the coal beds and other valuable strata belonging to this Lower 
Productive group, within the limits of the region under 
discussion. And these developments (again excluding Gar- 
ret) are of such a character as to render inadvisable any at- 
tempt to harmonize the beds, either partially opened or claimed 
to be known, with those existing in the same measures else- 
where. This Report will, therefore, not commit itself to posi- 
tive identifications in this region, excepting along the Castle- 
man river and Buffalo creek, where the developments are far 
more complete. But sufficient has been done at two points 
along the western base of the Allegheny Mountain to establish 
beyond peradventure the presence of at least a portion of this 
Lower Productive group of rocks above water level. 
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These localities are Engle's mill, (Altfather farms,) nearly 
due east of Berlin, and Hays' Mills, about 1 J miles east-north- 
east of Berkley's Mills. 

Engle's Mill 

Engle's mill is situated near the headwaters of Buffalo creek, 
which here flows a south-west course, close to the foothills of the 
mountain. The mineral developments already made in this vicin- 
tiy are principally on the Altfather tracts, and are confined to the 
eastern bank of the stream. Skirting the eastern bank is a con- 
nected line of low hills, not more than 70 feet high, which join 
on almost directly to the flank of the Allegheny mountain. It 
is in these low hills that the coal has been found. 

It may be stated at once that the area of workable coal in 
this neighborhood is small, and east of the creek the coal is of 
little present importance, except for the local market or to 
transport eastward across the mountain into the valley be- 
low; while the six-degree dip, at which the measures here in 
cline north-westward, sends the rjcks under the water at too 
rapid a pace to allow of their being followed at all by drift in 
that direction on the opposite side of the creek. Under this 
dip the accumulation of rocks is very rapid, and the high hills 
west of the mill contain the entire group of the Lower Pro- 
ductive rocks, but the coal beds there above water level 
are inaccessible by drift, excepting along their lines of outcrop. 

By the agency, also, of this sharp tilt in the rocks, the coal 
beds are soon lost in ascending the mountain flank, and the 
Pottsville Conglomerate is at daylight long before the summit 
has been reached. 

This is, in brief, the general condition of things at Engle's 
mill. 

Z). Altfather Mines. — Concerning the developments made by 
the Messrs Altfather, two of the coal openings are found a short 
distance south-east of Mr. Krissinger's house. 

It is claimed that these openings are on separate and distinct 
beds, which is possibly the true state of the case, although the 
question is one fairly open to doubt. The barometer gave a 
difference of level between the mines of about 40 feet, but 
the outcrops are separated by a tolerably wide horizontal in- 
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terval and could not be satisfactorily traced from the one point 
to the other. 

The measurements of the two beds certainly bear a strong 
resemblance to one another, though the so-called *'8-foot," or 
lower coal seems of somewhat inferior quality to that above. 

The so-called "lower bed" measures as follows on Air. D. Alt- 
father's land : 

Slate, gray. 

CJoal 

Slate 

Coal 

Slate 

Coal 

Slate 

Coaly bony 

Slate 

Coal, bony 

Slate 






8" 


(y 


8' 


0' 


6' 


0' 


1" 


S' 


0' 


0' 


2" 


1' 


2" 


c 


2" 


1' 


0" 




? 



8' 2'' 



A measurement in the other mine on the same farm gave the 
following figures : 

Slate, black. 

Coal r 8"^ 

Slate 0' 1" 

Coal 0' 9" U' 11" 

Slate 0' 1'* 

Coal 2' 0", 

Slate in floor. 

This is as much as was seen of the bed at this place, but Mr. 
Alt&ther claims to have dug through the lowest slate at one 
point in the mine, and continues the section in this wise : 

Slate 8" ;•. 

Coal 0' 6'-hVl'2' 

Cement (?) ? ) 

Including the lowest coal bench (which should not be taken 
out in mining,) this bench would then have a total thickness of 
6 feet ] inch, 10 inches of which are slate, whereas in the other 
case, the bed was seen to be 8' 2" diick, including 13 inches of 
slate. 

J. Altfather Mine. — Continuing south-westward as far as the 
old Schrack farm, an exposure of the "upper bed" is again seen, 
being here mined by Mr. J. Altfather. 

The mine is some distance from BuflFalo creek, and the coal is 
near its final eastern crop ; it starts in, therefore, near the top 
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of the hill, but the excellent slate root protects the bed from 
water, the coal showing to decided advantage. The mine is 
in good condtiion, the output from it being much larger than 
from any other drift in the vicinity. 

A section of the bed is subjoined for comparison. It reads : 



Black slate roof. 

Coal 


0' 11 "1 


Slaie 


0' 1 " 


Coal 


0' 8 " 


Slate 


.... 0' i ' 


Coal, including 0' 2" bony coal at top 


2' 6 " 


Fire-clay slate 


? J 



}4' 2»" 



The angle of the dip, as ascertained in the mine, is here as 
much as 8^ to the north-west, and at one point even 10°. This 
is unusually steep, and does not prevail very far, or these rocks 
would soon be buried beneath a vast pile of measures. A sharp 
plunge, however, occurs at J. Altfather's mine, for in a dis- 
tance of 100 yards the coal descends nearly 40 feet to the bed 
of a small run, where it shows precisely the same section as 
that given above. 

About 25 feet above this last coal a still higher seam is 
claimed to have been found. It was once opened a short dis- 
tance further down the run, and is said to have there measured 
nearly 4 feet thick. The openings are now shut, and the coal 
could not be seen. 

The 25 foot interval is made up of black slates and shales in 
which are found nodules of carbonate iron ore, which latter 
does not, however, here occur in sufficient quantities to render 
the deposit of value. 

A great lack of limestone occurs in the immediate vicinity 
of Engle's mill, and it is believed that the measures developed 
along the eastern bank of the creek are near the base of the Lower 
Productive group, which would explain the absence of the rock 
so much desired. 

This was not fully established, but the facts point in that 
direction. 

Limestone has been sought in the high land ontheKrissinger 
farm, south of the mill, but thus far without success. This, 
however, is thought to be the likeliest place for it to occur in 
this neighborhood. 
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A small band of limestone has been opened in the bed of the 
creek, close to the mill. 

Hay\H Mills. 

The little village of Hays' Mills, situated on the Allegheny 
Mountain branch of Blue Lick creek, is about five and one-half 
miles on an air line, south-west of the developments just de- 
scribed. 

No coal is now mined in the vicinity of the Mills, and few 
openings, of either coal or limestone, have ever been made 
there. 

But two beds of coal, separated by about 70 feet of measures, 
outcrop a short distance north-east of the village, and these 
beds are thought to belong to the higher strata of the Lower 
Productive system. 

Mahoning Sandstone ; Beds Z)' and E\ 

A massive sandstone breaking up into blocks, covers the sur- 
face just above the outcrop of the higher coal bed. This seems 
to be the Mahoning Sandrock ; and the coals outcropping would 
then constitute the two upper members of the Freeport group, 
which is further substantiated by the presence of a limestone 
band, 3 feet thick in one continuous bench, occurring at an in- 
terval of 18 inches below the lower coal. 

A rich and abundant outcrop is all that is here known of 
the higher coal seam. 

West and northwest of Hays' Mills the country is made up 
of Barren Measures, the Countryman farm (eastern outcrop of 
the Berlin group) being about one mile north-west of the Mills. 
To the east rises, the Allegheny Mountain, the flank of which 
presents the same features as in the Engle's mill region. 

Negro Mountain Mines. 

On the top of Kegro Mountain, (or the Ridge, as it is here 
called,) several miles west of Berlin, Mr. David Cover mines a 
bed of coal belonging to the Lower Productive group. 

Cover Mine. — The mine is near the centre of the anticlinal, 
and the bed worked does not seem to cross the arch under 
cover. The rocks dip gently south-east. 
4— HHH. 
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The bed measores as follows in the mine : 

Blaok slate. 

Coal 2' 

Parting 0' 

Coal 0' 

Slate 0' 

Coal 

Slate 

Coal, reported. 

This mine is so isolated from all other openings and develop- 
ments, that a determination of the bed here worked is thus ren- 
dered difficult. It is believed, however, to be the same as that 
mined by Mr. Isaac Hugus, near the town of Somerset, further 
west. 

At the town of Garrett^ on the Castleman river, the entire 
Lower Productive coal group is above water level, but only 
Beds D and D' have been opened up. 

TTie Pottsville Conglomerate rising north-westward appears in 
the gap of Negro Mountain just west of Garrett Huge boul- 
ders of this massive sandrock are observed in the channel of 
the river, which is also bordered at times by vertical clifis of 
the same rock. 

Ascending the hill rising northward from the Castleman, a 
thin but persistent bed of coal, regularly underlaid by a band 
of impure fire-clay, occurs at the level of the railroad. 

The exposure is a few miles west of the station, in a cutting 
through the point of a high bench composed of the following 
rocks: 

Sandstone, broken from 15' 0" to 18' 0" 

Coal (y 6" 

Fire-olay from 3' 0" to 6' 0" 

Sandstone, broken. 16' 0'' 

Shales with ore 6' 0" 

Interval to river, Conglomerate boulders 60' 0" 

Total 03 6" 

Freeport Coals. 

In the interval between this coal exposure and the out- 
crop of the Lower Freeport bed, far up on the hill to the 
north-east, no exposures of any kind are met with, but strata 
of coal doubtless intervene. Continuing upwards, the hill is 
sufficiently high at this point to include all the coals of 
the Freeport group ; but these seams speedily disappear in go- 
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ing north-westward, though the lowest coals reach almoet to 
the top of the anticlinal. 

£ed D, with its band of underlying ferriferous limestone, 
shows just above water level at the mouth of iJuffalo creek. 
This is only a few hundred yards east of Garrett. 

It here yields 6i^ feet of indificreut coaL The seam Is also 
divided into two benches by a persistent band of fire-clay slate, 
which in the Somerset and Johnetown-Confiuence sub-basins to 
the west, becomes its most prominent and characteristic feature. 
Attention is, therefore, here especially called to the &ct. 

Hay's Mine. — A handsome exposure of the bed on the pro- 
perty of Mr. Philip Hay gave the following section : 



Blaok alatea asd stwle* . . 



IJmMtone... 

Shale 

XJmeatoiie. 
Total.... 




a" a "+ 



17' 61 

A considerable amount of coal and limestone has been ob- 
tained for domestic consumption from this outcrop of the bed, 
but the supply is now mainly derived from other points. 

The high hills, which here rise north and south from the Cas- 
tleman, include the balance of the Freeport coals, besides a 
large amount of Barren Measure rocks. 

Bed U. — The Middle Freeport coal shows in a side cutting on 
the railroad, at the point where the track crosses Buffalo creek. 

Bed. a. — ^Little is known respecting the Upper Freeport bed, 
which seems to be small and unimportant. 

Bed D, NoHh-east of GarreiL 

The best known outcrop of the Lower Freeport Coal bed in 
this locality is that to the north-east of Qarrett, on the so-called 
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"Garret tract," overlooking the town. Where opened up on 
this tract the bed is 175 feet (by barometer) above the railroad 
at the station. This will convey some idea of the compara- 
tively rapid rise of the rocks towards Negro Mountain, the 
mine on the Garret tract being one mile north (and therefore 
not with the full force of the rise) of the opening on Mr. P. 
Hay's property. 

Only one bench of the bed was mined on the Garret tract, 
and this bench shows precisely the same section as already 
given in connection with the developments made by Mr. Hay. 

The limestone was also quarried on the Garrett tract, and 
though carrying a large amoimt of iron and clay, produced, 
a lime well adapted for fertilizing purposes. 

Following the outcrop line of the Lower Freeport seam 
north-eastward around the hill, exix)sures of the coal occur 
at several points within short distances of each other. These, 
however, are only partial openings and do not show the full 
height of the bed. But they show very plainly that the main 
or upper bench maintains an uniform thickness, and is the 
same generally, for a distance of at least one mile. 

H, Walker Mine — Thus, in Mr. Hiram Walker's mine, near 
the point where the outcrop of the bed crosses Buffitlo creek, 
the following section was obtained : 

Slato. 

Coal r 6 "> 

Bonycoal 0' f" >4' f" 

Coal From 2' 8" to 2' 6^' ) 

Fire-clay shale in floor. 

The coal carries both sulphur and earthy matter in abun- 
dance ; it mines out in blocks, and would bear transportation. 

The mine was started with the intention of shipping coal 
from it to market. 

Wigle Mine. — This coal bed goes under water level on the 
adjoining property of Mr. Jas. Wigle, of Berlin, who once opened 
it a few feet above the level of the creek, and found full 6 feet 
of coal, underlaid by limestone, which, however, is too close to 
the creek to admit of being quarried at this place without in- 
terference from the water. Specimens of the limestone showed 
it to be highly ferriferous, and corresponding with that seen 
on Mr. Hay's land, near Garrett. 
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The "6-foot" coal bed is no longer mined on Mr. Wigle's 
land, the next bed above (Middle Freeport) monopolizing at- 
tention; but specimens of the Lower Freeport coal were obtained 
on this property and forwarded to Harrisburg for analysis, 
where they yielded as follows (D. M'Oreath.): 

«« Water 850 

Volatile matter 16.850 

Fixed carbon 69.578 

Suiphur 2.687 

Ash 10.135 



100.000 
Coke per cent, 82.300 ; color of ash, gray. 

The coal is very tender, and is seamed with slate, charcoal 
and iron pyrites." 

This, analysis is not flattering to the coal, but possibly tlie 
specimen analysed may not represent the average run of the 
bed ; though the specimen was selected with considerable care 
by Mr. Wigle, who is thoroughly familiar with the coal beds 
here above water level, and their average condition. 

Bed jy. — The outcrop of the Middle Freeport bed, about 40 
feet (by barometer) above the one last described, follows round 
the hill from the opening on the "Q-arrett tract" to that on Mr. 
Wigie's land, where it is at present quite extensively developed 
by the tiarrett Coal Company. 

On the Garrett tract it is claimed to have shown from 32 
to 36 inches of coal in one solid bench, which seems to be about 
the average thickness of the bed. But this opening is now 
closed, and the bed can be examined only on Mr. Wigle's land, 
where it shows this section : 



Black slate. 

Coai , , . 

Slate 

Ck)al 

Fire clay, impure (seen) . 

Yite clay, additional. — . 
Limestone, good 



F\g,tb 




r.c. 



r.c? 



) Reportea by 
I Mr. Wigle. 



2' 10' 

0' 2^" 

0" 11" 

1' 3" 

2' 9" 

3' 0' 



J 



Total 10' 2' 



Despite the disadvantages attendant upon the working of so 
small a seam, the coal is successfully mined and shipped to 
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market, coming into competition even with the famous steam 
coal from the Pittsburg bed of the Salisbury basin. A small 
portion of the bed is compact and slaty, and from the analysis 
given below it would appear that the specimen forwarded by 
Mr. Wigle to Harrisburg was taken from that part of the seam. 
The analysis, by Mr. D. M'Creath, is as follows : 

«*Water at 2250 1.020 

Volatile matter 17 .135 

Fixed carbon 66.679 

Sulphur 676 

Ash 14-490 

100.000 
Coke per cent, 81 .845 ; color of ash, gray. 

The coal is compact, seamed with charcoal, and shows a few 
scales of iron pyrites." 

Bed E and the Mahoning Sandstone. 

At this mine the hill to the east rises scarcely high enough 
to include the next higher coal seam. But a short distance 
beyond, to the north-east it gains somewhat in height, and the 
surface is covered with boulders of heavy sandrock, which also 
is found occurring in place. This clearly represents the Ma- 
honing sandstone. 

On the opposite side of the creek the hills rise much higher^ 
and begin to take in the Barren Measures on their tops. 
These rocks descend south-eastward towards the centre of 
the basin, and on the southern bank of the Castleman river the 
entire series, 550 feet thick, gets under cover, thus permitting 
the Pittsburg coal bed to appear in the high country to the 
south-west of Meyersdale. 
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CHAPTER V. 
The Salisbury Sub-Basin in Someraet Counlj/. 

The Salisbury coal basin is the region bounded on the north 
by the Castleman river, on the east by the Allegheny Moun- 
tain, on the south by the Maryland State line, and on the west 
by Negro Mountain. 

The width qfthe basin from the crest of the Allegheny to the 

crest of Negro Mountain is about 7 J miles ; the length from the 

Maryland line to the Castleman river at Meyersdale is about 9 

miles. 

Topography of the Basin. 

The Castleman river, coming in from Maryland, runs along 
the foot of the Allegheny Mountain, keeping usually about an 
even distance from it, for 9 miles to Meyeredale ; at that point 
it turns sharply to the west, and keeps to the west and south- 
west, cutting through Negro Mountain and gapping it to the 
base. 

Ellk Lick creek, rising in Pennsylvania, about at the State 
line, on the crest of Xegro Mountain, enters the Castleman 
only one-half a mile west of Meyersdale. 

Between the Castleman river and Elk Lick creek there is a 
high plateau, very regular and level on top, the summit being 
350 to 400 feet above the enclosing waters, and averaging about 
eight miles long by two miles wide. This plateau is deeply gashed 
by the broad ravines of the small streams which head up chiefly 
on the west side of the plateau and cut across it, emptying their 
waters into the Castleman river. 

The topographical map accompanying this report (Plate 
XVII) shows this plateau, and also the Castleman river and 
Elk Lick creek. The levels are put upon it in 10 foot con- 
tours, and the outcrop of the Great Pittsburg Coal Bed is 
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plainly drawn. The general structure, which is extremely sim- 
ple, and the rocks which occupy the difterent parts ot the basin, 
are shown on the cross sections on the map. 

Geological Strw^ture of the Basin, 

The Pottsville {Serai) Conglomerate^ XII, makes the crest of 
the Allegheny mountain, plunges under the Salisbury Basin, 
and reappears on the surface as the crest of Negro Mountain. 
The Salisbury cross section (Page Plate IV, Fig. 26,)showsthe 
structure so clearly as to render unnecessary any detailed de- 
scription. 

The Lower Productive Coal Measures, here about 300 feet 
thick, come in directly on top of the Serai Conglomerate. 
They dip down with it into and under the Salisbury Basin. 
Their outcrops are only found therefore on the foothills of the 
Allegheny and Negro Mountains. 

T/ie Lower Barren Measures, 550 feet thick in this region, with 
the Mahoning sandstone as their bottom rock, come in on top 
of the Lower Productive series. These measures, occupy the 
parts of the basin which lie directly east of the Castleman 
and west of Elk Lick creek ; the upper part of the Barren 
Measures making the rocks exposed on the Castleman and Elk 
Lick creek, but the greater part of the group jiassing under the 
central plateau below water level. 

TTie Upper Productive Coal Measures come in on top of the 
Lower Barren Measure group, holding in them the Pittsburg 
Coal Bed and Limestone with the smaller coals of the upper 
group. It is the presence of the Pittsburg Coal Bed which 
gives this small basin such an exceptional value and impor- 
tance. This bed, which is the gas coal bed at Irwin's Sta- 
tion, on the Pennsylvania Railroad, the Connellsville coking 
coal bed, and the gas coal bed of the Youghiogheny and Mo- 
nongahela rivers, is found almost exclusively wast of the Chest- 
nut Ridge or Second Great Anticlinal Axis. The exceptions 
to this rule are the small patch in the Ligonier valley, south of 
New Florence, this Salisbury Basin, the Cumberland (Mary- 
land) Basin, and a small knob in the Broad Top region. 
From all of the broad area stretching from the Chestnut Ridge 
to the Cumberland and Broad Top basins, over the whole of 
which the Pittsburg Coal at one time extended in an unbroken 
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sheet, the bed has been torn away, leaving only the small areas 
above named. 

The basin in which it is held in the Salisbury region, 
bounded on the east by the Castleman river, and on the west 
by Elk Lick creek, is a true canoe-shaped synclinal basin. It 
rises on the sides, to the south-east to the Allegheny, and to 
the north-west to the Negro Mountain anticlinal ; but it also 
points up to the north-east and south-west from the centre of the 
synclinal. This rise to the north-east, which is very slight in 
the centre of the basin, becomes decided on approaching the 
north end, and is there sufficientl}' strong to carry the Pitts- 
burg coal bed over the hilltop at Meyersdale. In the same 
way the basin rises to the south-west from its centre, slowly at 
first, gradually increasing the rapidity of the rise, and finally 
shooting the Pittsburg coal bed out of the hilltops at the 
Miller and Beachy mines on the Maryland State line. 

The rising to the southward, which is very decided from 
Tubmill run on to the Maryland State line, at once eflFects the 
practical value of the basin. In the northern part and in the 
centre, where there is great horizontality, the upper limestone, 
160 feet above the Pittsburg coal bed, everywhere crowns the 
hill-tops and can be opened on the crest of nearly all of them. 
The effect of the rising of the rocks is to throw this limestone 
out of all the hills south of Grassy run. 

The country level remains about the same, or is slightly 
higher to the south-west ; but the Pittsburg bed, which was 
from 160 to 200 feet below the hill-top at the north end of the 
basin, at the south end has scarcely cover enough to keep it in 
good order. 

Just as the Upper limestone is thrown out of all hills 
south of Grassy run, the Middle limestone, 90 feet above the 
Pittsburg coal bed, catches the first hill-top south of Tub- 
mill run, and after that point is thrown out of the hills to the 
south-westward. 

And the same gradual rise, as already stated, throws the Pitts- 
burg coal out to its final outcrop near the Maryland line. 

As will be seen from the detailed report of the measures de- 
veloped in the basin, there is a remarkable and bewildering re- 
semblance of the different limestones to one another. 
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Of the limestones of the Pittsburg Group there are — 

1. A limestone 160 feet above the Pittsburg Coal ; it is 10 
feet thick, and has a small coal overlying it 

2. A lim£stone 90 feet above the Pittsburg Coal« It is 8 
to 10 feet thick, and has a small coal overlying it. 

3. A limestone which shows at the south end of the basin, 
30 feet above the Pittsburg Coal ; it is 8 feet thick, and has a 
small coal overlying. 

There is a difference observable in these limestones, in their 
bedding, color, &c. ; but the differences are very slight and not 
sufficient alone to make an identification without reference to 
a fixed and recognizable horizon, such as is afforded by the 
Pittsburg Coal Bed. 

The result has been that much uncertainty and error have pre- 
vailed as to the measures in the basin ; and an unduly large 
amount of coal has been supposed to exist in the region, the 
confusion concerning the limestones having caused a doubling 
up of the Pittsburg Bed. 

This point should be set at rest. There is one, and only one, 
large 10-foot coal bed in the central plateau of the basin, and 
this is the Pittsburg Coal Bed. 

It has been asserted, and receives much credence in the re- 
gion, that the large coal bed opened up on Negro Mountain is 
the same as the Pittsburg bed of the centre of the basin. This 
point also should be set at rest. It is a different coal bed, be- 
longing to the Lower Productive Measures, while the Pittsburg 
bed is in the Upper Productive measures ; the Negro Moun- 
tain Coal bed underlies the Pittsburg bed by several hundred 
feet, and is far below water level in the centre of the basin. 

The general topography of the basin shows the geology very 
clearly. Where the Lower Productive Coal Measures are the 
country rock, on the flank and foot hills of the Allegheny and 
Negro Mountains, the surface is rugged, stony and unculti- 
vated. 

The Lower Barren Measure part of the basin shows softly 
rounded hills and a deep, though rather clayey soil. 

The central ridge of the basin, of Upper Productive Coal 
Measures, is smooth, with gentle slopes down to the streams. 
The soil is good and the abundance of limestone and coal so 
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easily and cheaply accessible secures well enriched and valuable 
&rms. The whole upland of the centre of the basin is under 
successful cultivatioD. 

MEASURES IN THE BASIN. 

The detailed description of the different coals, limestones 
and iron ores of the Salisbury Basin is given below. 

The vertical sections shown on Plates VI and VII give in 
detail the coal beds and interval rocks in a height of nearly 
600 teet, that is, from a small coal which lies 385 feet be- 
low the Pittsburg Coal Bed to the hill top on the central 
plateau, 200 feet above the Pittsburg Bed. 

The measures represented in the basin are — 

III. The Pittsburg, or Upper Productive Group, of which 
only 200 feet are exposed. 

II. The Lower Barren Measures, 550+ feet thick. 

L The Lower Productive Group, 300± feet thick. 

Lower Productive Coal Group. 

The openings and exposures in the Lower Productive group 
in the basin are very scanty in number. Occupying, as these 
measures do, only the sides of the basin, and consequently the 
foot hills of the mountains, they are but little developed, and 
the regions where they outcrop are rough and heavily wooded. 

Such specific measurements as could be made are given be- 
low under the proper heading. 

This Lower Productive Coal group has already been described 
in full in chapters 1 to 3 of this volume, with many complete 
vertical sections, showing the coals and interval rocks as they 
are exposed at numerous points to the north-east of the Salis- 
bury mines and in the same sub-basin. A reference to that 
description renders it unnecessary to again describe at length 
the general geology of the group. 

Lower Barren Measures, 
The Lower Barren Measure group is found in the Salisbury 
basin about 550 feet thick, this being the interval between 
the Pittsburg Coal Bed and the Mahoning Sandstone. There 
are no opportunities for getting the exact measurement of the 
total thickness of the rocks at any one place ; but with all the 
allowances for dip and necessary estimates, the total of 550 
feet is undoubtedly a close approximation to the truth. 
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In the previous chapter on the Berlin region three hundred 
feet of this group have been fully described ; this description 
embracing that part of the group which starts 200 feet below 
the Pittsburg Coal Bed, and extends down to an horizon 500 
feet below the Pittsburg Coal Bed. 

No such favorable opportunity is found in the Salisbury Ba- 
sin. The Barren Measure Coal Beds, which at Berlin, and for 
several miles south-west of it, are good workable coal beds, 
are found in the Salisbury region usually as email and entirely 
worthless beds, whenever indeed they can be found at all. 

The measures overlying the Mahoning Sandstone for 350 to 
400 feet are the rocks already fully described in Chapter III. 

Elk Lick {Upper Berlin) Limestone. 

This brings us to the Elk Lick (Upper Berlin) Limestone, 
which is identified as the same as the one opened by E. Yo- 
der on Elk Lick creek and at numerous other points in the bar 
sin. It lies 210 to 220 feet below the Pittsburg Coal Bed. 
Only some six feet of limestone were seen at the openings 
examined, but it is reported as having been repeatedly quarried 
fully twelve feet thick. 

Elk Lick Coal Bed. 

Over it lies a bed of coal now nowhere opened for measure- 
ment, but worked in several places in the basin in past years. 
It is called a "four foot bed " of " a good quality of coal." 

This bed was named the *' Elk Lick Coal Bed " by Prof. Les- 
ley in 1840, it being then opened on Elk Lick creek. Much 
confusion has arisen as to the geological position of the coaL 
The distance below the Pittsburg Coal Bed was correctlj^ given 
as 200 feet ; but at the same time the bed was placed just over 
the Mahoning Sandstone, the Lower Barren Measure group be- 
ing given only 250 feet of thickness here, instead of say 550 
feet, as is really the case. 

The horizon of the bed has always been calculated from 
the Mahoning Sandstone on the above erroneous data, and end- 
less troubles have resulted from the attempts at identification. 
The " Elk Lick Coal," is a bed which lies only 200 feet below the 
Pittsburg Coal Bed, and 350 feet above the Mahoning Sand- 
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stone ; and which in the Salisbury basin on Elk Lick creek is 
a workable coal.* 

Morgantown Sandstone. 

On top of this coal there comes in a massive gray sandstone 
ranging from 50 to 60 feet in thickness. This is probably the 
representation of Prof. Stevenson's Morgantown Sandstone hori- 
zon. 

Litde Pittsburg Limestone and Coal, 

Shales and slates, with thin sandstones, holding small and un- 
certain ball iron ore layers, with one regular and persistent 
coal one foot thick, 80 feet below the Pittsburg Coal Bed, are 
the interval rocks overlying the Morgantown Sandstone until 
the Little Pittsburg Limestone and coal are found 50 feet be- 
low the Pittsburg Coal Bed. 

The limestone is about 5 feet thick, and is quarried in sev- 
eral places. 

The coal is small and worthless, and has never been worked 
at all, except at one place near the north end of the basin 
where it was mined to a small extent many years ago. It was 
there also small and poor. 

Shales and slates, with one small coal crop at 25 to 30 feet 
above the Little Pittsburg Bed, make up the 50 feet of meas- 
ures between the Little Pittsburg and the Pittsburg Coal 
Bed. 

Upper Productive Coal Measures. 

Of the Upper Productive Coal Measures the deepest point of 
the basin only shows 200 feet in all, that is from the floor of 
the Pittsburg Coal Bed to a sandstone 50 feet above the Great 
Pittsburg Limestone. 

Pittsburg Coal Bed. 

This great bed keeps in the basin some of the distinguish- 
ing features which mark it at the numerous other places where 

it is worked. 

It varies somewhat in size, character, and in its partings ; 
but is always a large workable bed, yielding good coal. 

♦It is erroneously called the Barton Coal in some vertical sections In R^ 
ports K and L, 1875. 
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In the northern end of the basin the slate partings are much 
larger and more persistent ; but in the middle and southern 
part of the basin the coal bed shows in a solid mass, averaging 
ten feet thick, and with no persistent parting except the regu- 
lar bearing in slate about 18 inches above the floor. 

The floor is sometimes sandstone and sometimes clay ; the 
roof ie in every case tough black slate, with black slates and 
shales overlying for from 15 to 20 feet. 

The {Pittsburg) Rider Coal. 

In the southern, and southern middle parts of the basin, the 
Pittsburg coal bed carries a rider coal in its overlying black 
slates. This rider varies widely in its distance from the top of 
the bed, being only 4 feet distant at the south end of the ba- 
sin, 12 feet at the middle of the basin, four miles away, and 
totally wanting at the north end. Such appearances and dis- 
appearances of small rider coals in the overlying black slates 
of a coal bed are not infrequent. 

Cas^s showing just such rapid changing, and even disap- 
pearance of rider coals, have already been noted and described 
in the case of the Rider Coal and Bed B in Clearfield county. 

Redstone Limestone. 

At an ojjening on the old Miller farm, at the south end of 
the basin, M. J. Beachy has opened a limestone, the bottom 
layer of it being only 30 feet above the floor of the Pitts- 
burg coal bed, and the top layer only 6 feet below the bottom 
of the Redstone coal bed. 

This massive limestone, full 10 feet thick, is extensively quar- 
ried. It cannot be found, however, on the adjoining proper- 
ties, but is said to have once been opened near the middle of 
the basin. Numerous exposures at different places show that 
it is wanting over nearly the whole basin. It is a regular and 
persistent deposit, however, at the same horizon, in the Second 
Great Basin, or Ligonier Valley, though usually lacking in 
Southwestern Pennsylvania. 

Redstone Coal Bed. 

At a regular distance of 45 feet above the Pittsburg coal bed, 
there is found a persistent, though small coal bed, which may 
hereafter be identified with the Redstone coal bed. It is nowhere 
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worked, but has at times been opened sufficiently to show that 
it occasionally reaches a thickness of 4 feet of coal ; but to judge 
from its outcrop, it would not maintain anything like this 
average size throughout the basin. 

Middle {Sewickley) Limestone and Coal. 

At a distance of 85 to 90 feet above the Pittsburg coal bed 
a massive limestone, 8 to 10 feet thick, is found all through the 
basin, keeping its interval distance with great regularity. It 
is opened in many places, and is always a large bed and of 
good character. 

On top of it there are some 15 to 20 feet of black slates, 
holding in them two small coal beds. They are too thin to be 
of any practical value. They represent, probably, the Sewick- 
ley coal bed. 

Upper Limestone and JJniontovm Coal. 

At a regular distance of 155 feet above the Pittsburg coal 
bed the Upper or Great Limestone is found, 10 to 12 feet thick, 
in massive layers. It only occurs in the middle and northern 
parts of the basin, the hills in the southern part not being high 
enough to take it in. 

On top of it a parted coal bed comes in, usually slaty and 
worthless. This represents the Uniontown coal bed. 

Sandstone overlies the coal, and extends to the hilltops. 

It is not necessary here to institute any special comparisons 
of the Upper Productive Group in the Salisbury basin with the 
measurements of the same group as found in the southern cor- 
ner of Pennsylvania. These measures have already been fully 
figured and described in Report K for 1875 of the Second Geo- 
logical Survey. The reader is therefore referred to that vol- 
ume, p. 64 et seq. for complete figures of vertical sections, with 
descriptions and comparisons. 

To show how closely the measures immediately overlying 
the Pittsburg Coal Bed, as well as those underlying it, as ex- 
hibited in the Salisbury Basin, are found to agree with the same 
measures in the Second Great Basin, west of Laurel Hill, the 
following compiled section, made in the Ligonier Valley, in 
Fayette county, south of the Conemaugh river, is reproduced 
from the Final Report of 1858* : 

""^ ♦Rogers' Final Report, Vol. II, p. 662. 
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Highest land, in the centre of the Ligonier Valley, 

Sewiokley Coal (7) bench _ _ 

Interval 10' o" 

Sewickley Limestone, tolerably good 7' to 8' 0" 

Sandstone, fine bedded, ) 

Concealed measures, i * 

Aedstone Coal [called wrongly Sewickley] 8* 0*' 

Interval 6' 0" (T) 

Redstone Limestone, good hard and bl ue 8' 0" 

(This is 6 feet at Kieffer*s, and elsewhere 4 feet.) 

Shales and black slate 10' 0" 

Kider (?) Coal [called here wrongly Redstone] ... 3 0" 

Shales, brown and black slate 20 0" 

PITTSBURG COAL BED 8' 6' 

(At KiefTer's, 10 feet ; at Qreig^s, 7 feet.) 

Interval 20' 0'' 

Pittsburg Limestone, white, flaggy, good. ... 4' ' to 9' ' 

Flaggy sandstone 20* 0'' 

Coal, good 3 0" 

Interval 8' 0' 

Limestone, ferruginous 3' O'' 

Shales, olive and blacK 15' 0" (?) 

Coal, only the outcrop visible. 

MoROANTOww Sandstone [called here wrongly 

Mahoning] 60' 0" 

Olive shales 24' 0" 

Black slate 6' 0" 

CJoal crop. 

Interval 15' ' 

Coal (?), outcrop. 

Olive ferriferous shale 30' 0"-f- 

Elk Lick Coal [called wrongly FreeportJ 1' ' 

Elk Lick Limestone [called wrongly Free port].. 1' 0'' 

Totol 316' 6" 

The identifications of the lower part of this section, from the 
*' Mahoning Sandstone " downwards, were made on the errone- 
ous supposition that the Lower Barren Measures were in this 
region only about 200 feet thick, and were therefore entirely 
incorrect. 

The lowest limestone of this section is the Elk Lick limestone, 
which in the Salisbury basin is 210 feet below the Pittsburg 
Coal Bed ; in the Ligonier Valley just 204 feet below the Pitts- 
burg Coal. 

The Elk Lick Coal, resting directly upon it, is found in place 
in the Second Basin ; though smaller than at Salisbury. 

The most striking feature of the section, however, and the 
one to which sjpecial attention is called, is the presence in it of 
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a limestone, 33 feet above the Pittsburg Coal Bed. The exist- 
ence of a limestone in this rather unusual position has caused 
much confusion in the Salisbury Basin, as already stated ; it 
is found, according to the Final Report of 1868, as a persistent 
deposit in the Second Basin. 

The other measures, both above and below the Pittsburg 
Coal Bed, agree closely with the Salisbury Basin sections. 

LOWER PRODUCTIVE COALS IN THE SALISBURY BASIN. 

It has been shown in the description of the general geology 
of the basin that the Lower Productive Coal Measures make 
up the west slope of the Allegheny Mountain and the east 
slope of Negro Mountain, passing under the centre of the basin, 
far below water level. The Lower Coal System is seen crop- 
ping out through the hill country to the east of Salisbury, and 
on the sides of Piney Run. 

But the coals are entirely undeveloped. The settlements in 
the valley of the Castleman river or the Elk Lick creek, are 
so close to the mines on the Pittsburg Coal Bed in the cen- 
tral plateau of the basin, and can procure so cheaply from 
that great bed their supply of excellent coal, that the lower coals 
are necessarily neglected. 

The system and nomenclature of the lower coals in this 
first basin, farther to the north-east, have already been given 
in previous chapters. 

Ijower Coals on the Allegheny Mountain. 

In an examination made several years ago the following 
facts were developed with reference to these lower coals:* 

"A coal bed is opened on the Grandman Tract, (IJ miles 
east of Salisbury,) at an elevation of 252 feet above the Salis- 
bury bridge level and 269 feet above the bed of Piney creek at 
this point, which is a mile, more or less, above its mouth. Its 
roof is a shale stratum, 8 feet thick, capped by a 9-inch plate 
of sand-rock, over which are shales. The dip of the sand-rock 
stratum is 10° towards the north 30° west, which would bring 
this coal down 800 or 900 feet in a mile ; but the dip dimin- 
ishes as the centre of the basin is approached. 

♦Report of J. P. Lesley, 1S70. 

6— HHH. 
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"In a drift on the Engle property, (lying between the Grand- 
man and Boyd tracts,) this bed is 77 feet lower down the hill- 
side, the dip being here only 6° to the north 30° west. 

"Another coal outcrop on the Grandman tract, is at an eleva- 
tion of 448 feet, (above Salisbury bridge,) and spreads over a 
large space on a sloping terrace — thickness of bed unknown. 
An outcrop of sandy brown hematite iron ore is seen 100 
yards to the south-east of this coal crop, and at an elevation of 
500 feet. 

"The outcrop of a small coal bed " 2 feet thick" is seen 100 
yards south-west of the abandoned Grandman drift (252 feet) 
above mentioned. It rests on a bed of poor iron ore, in the 
shape of masses of yellow hematite, enclosing nodules of wet, 
yellow clay. The ore rests on an unknown thickness of im- 
pure limestone. 

" In the bteep north bank of Piney creek, two-thirds of a mile 
above its mouth, on the Boj-d tract, 7 feet above the level of 
the water in the creek, is the crop of a one foot coal bed under 
a mass of 1 5 to 20 feet of slaty shales, containing quantities 
of poor clay iron ore, and capped by a calcareous lire clay. 
This little coal bed lies upon a bed of limestone at least 6 feet 
thick. 

" Probably these two exposures of limestone are one bed, and 
the two coals are the same, and the iron ores are a regular 
stratum, which may be valuable along the long outcrop at some 
points. 

" Fifty yards down the creek from the last mentioned expo- 
sure of coal and limestone, in the same steep hillside, may be 
noticed another exposure of this coal, here very bony and bad, 
17 inches tliick, and wedged in between 4 feet (and more) of 
limestone underneath, and 11 feet of an overlying hard, granu- 
lar sandrock, without any sign of iron ore. 

"About one-third of a mile up Piney creek above its mouth, 
on the Boyd tract, is an exposure of fire-clay, said to be 8 feet 
thick." 

Oil Well Record. 

A boring for oil was made in this basin to a depth of 
678 feet, passing through three coal beds at depths of 96, 
136 and 266 feet from the surface. These represent three 
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of the Lower Productive Coals. The record is re-produced be- 
low ; but it must be borne in mind that the ordinary oil well 
borer's record is almost useless in estimating the coal beds 
passed through. The roof slates, the coal, and all its partings, 
are grouped together in one measurement, and the thickness 
of coal is almost always so overestimated as to fail entirely as 
a measurement. But it serves to show the horizon of the coals. 
The accuracy of the copy of the record is guaranteed by Joel 
Miller, Esq., President of the Company. 

Oil Well Record. 

Coal, at 96' 

Coal, at 136' 

Coal, at 266' 

Black slate, with streaks of coal, 2 feet, at 820 

Two layers of slate, and iron ore above both 860' 

Iron ore balls, at 876' 

Sandstone fh>m 376' to 400' 

Sandstone 20 feet thick, some shale layers, at 420' 

Sandstone, 40 feet thick, at 440' 

Brown slates and streaks of coal, at 480' 

Sandstone, 60 feet thick, very hard with brown shale 

and slate at bottom, at 600' 

Soapstone, at 660' 

Grey shale, at 690* 

Shale,at 605' 

White Sandrock, at 620* 

Bed shale, at 640' 

Gray shale and thin sandstone to bottom, at 678' 

On the flank of the Allegheny Mountain, from Piney run 
north-eastward to Flaugherty's run, (which comes into the 
Castleman river at Meyersdale,) there are no developments on 
the Lower Productive Coal System. 

Lower Coals on Tubmill and Elk Lick Huns. 

Proceeding west and north-west from Salisbury, up the val- 
ley of Tubmill run, the basset edges of the outcropping 
Lower Barren Measures are crossed for a considerable distance 
after leaving the developments on the Pittsburg Coal Bed near 
the mouth of the run. These Barren Measures extend in fact 
nearly to the forks of Tubmill run, full three miles north-west- 
ward of the mouth of the run on the Castleman river. 

The junction of these two small forks, both of which head 
on the top of Negro Mountain, occurs in a region which seemF 
to be made up of rocks belonging to the Lower Productive 
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Coal System. Higher up on the Negro Moontain, as is de- 
scribed further on, the Lower Productive coals may be seen 
rising to the surface and outcropping before reaching the cen- 
tre of the Negro Mountain anticlinal axis. Moreover, they are 
regularly underlaid by the Pottsville Conglomerate, which 
is at this place a heavy massive deposit, forming clifts along 
the summit of the western flank of the mountain. The east- 
ern slope of Negro Mountain therefore continues coal bear- 
ing, south-west of the Castleman river, certainly as far as the Ma- 
ryland line. But exactly how much of the Lower Productive 
Coal Measures are either above or below water level at the 
junction of the North and South forks of Tubmill run, must 
remain for the present undecided. Scarcely any research what- 
ever has thus far been made in this vicinity for coal or iron 
ore. A low hill, beautifully benched, shows on Mr. Cristner's 
land, a short distance north-east of the saw mill. These 
benches still remain unexplored, although it is claimed that a 
"3 foot coal bed " exists near the top of the hill. 

Very little is known respecting the band of carbonate iron ore 
which is reported to have been found in laying the foundation of 
the saw mill near the point of junction of the North and South 
Forks of Tubmill. The ore band is represented as 13 inches in 
thickness ; the ore is smooth and compact, and is apparently 
rich in iron ; it is overlaid by tough black slate. 

Further down the run (one-fourth of a mile distant from the 
mill) a band of limestone has been found twenty feet above the 
bed of the stream. This limestone is 15 inches thick ; it is 
impure, carrying much iron ; it is overlaid by sandy shales for 
six feet, and is underlaid by ferruginous clay for one foot, be- 
low which several feet of lire-clay are exposed. 

•7. N. Davis* Openings on Negro Mountain. 

Ascending Negro Mountain from the sawmill, coal openings 
are found on the property of Mr. J. N. Davis, near the sum- 
mit of the mountain. This is at the crop of the coals, pre- 
paratory to their crossing the anticlinal arch. 

The developments made by Mr. Davis were on a coal bed 
claimed by him to be seven feet thick, without persistent slate 
partings. A number of test openings are said to have been 
made, and the thickness of the bed thereby determined. All 
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of these pits are now entirely closed up. So far as could be 
determined, this is the second coal bed above the Pottsville 
(Serai) XII Conglomerate, the first, or lowest, coal bed com- 
ing to daylight near the old ^able, some distance west of Mr. 
Davis' openings. This is a marked outcrop, with a coal bench 
over it, out of which issues a spring of sulphurous iron water. 
The bench was traceable alon^ the crest of the mountain for 
some distance. 

Behind this the Pottsville Conglomerate XII is soon seen in 
abrupt clifts ; the surface of the ground being almost destitute 
of vegetation, and covered witn masses of sandstone and peb- 
bly conglomerate. 

The large coal bed claimed by Mr. Davis is provided with a 
very limited amount of cover along its final crop. Notwith- 
standing this, the bed could probably be advantageously mined 
for the supply of the local market afforded by the eastern por- 
tion of Addison township, where a great lack of coal prevails, 
the farmers in that region being at present ol?liged to draw 
their supply from near Salisbury. 

After what has been said, it is perhaps needless to rejx)rtthat 
the large coal bed claimed on top of Negro Mountain is a to- 
tally distinct bed from the Big Bed of the Salisbury Basin. 
The latter, the Pittsburg coal bed of the Upper Productive 
Coal Series, overlies the former, or Davis bed of Negro Moun- 
tain, which is near the bottom of the Lower Productive Coal 
Series, by some 800 feet of interval rocks. Misapprehensions, 
however, were found to prevail in reference to the matter, and 
an additional statement is perhaps rendered necessary to avoid 
further errors. 

Kk Lick Falls. 

Close to these developments are the head springs of Elk Lick 
creek, of the north fork of Tubmill run, flowing eastward, 
and also of Zook's sawmill run, which descends the western 
slope of Negro Mountain. All these streams have their rise 
within a short distance of one another. 

Descending Elk Lick creek to the Falls, the valley through 
which the stream flows is narrow, though deep. The country 
.8 wild, and the timber has not yet been cleared from the hill 
slopes. But the high land above is divided into farms and is 
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under cultivation. In the vicinity of the Falls, the develop- 
ments already made seem to establish the presence of the 
Freeport group above water level. The openings, however, 
are not of a very satisfactory character. 

Johnson^s Coal Opening. — The lowest of these coals was seen 
on Mr. Daniel Johnson's land, about two-thirds of a mile north- 
north-east of the Falls. The coal exposed is only a few feet 
above the waters of a small run. The bed measures nearly five 
feet thick, and is parted near the base by a thin layer of clay. 
Beneath the lower bench a deposit of limestone is reported to 
have been at one time opened 'tip. The coal has never been 
worked to any extent. 

Backus' Coal Opening. — On the opposite side of the hill a 
hiojher bed of coal shows on the D. Bachus place. This coal, 
likewise underlaid by limestone, is worked by Mr. Bachus ; 
the limestone is also quarried and burned for fertilizing pur- 
poses. Above this a still higher coal bench was observed. 

The measures here dip south-east and disappear quickly un- 
der the high Barren Measure hills to the eastward. 

Iron Ore at the Falls. — At Elk Lick Falls (a well known lo- 
cality in these parts) a valuable bed of carbonate iron ore is 
known to exist. The former openings on this deposit are now 
closed up, but it was seen many years ago by the Geologists of 
the First Geological Survey of Pennsylvania, and is thus de- 
scribed : * 

*' The most important deposit of iron ore hitherto brought to 
light in this basin is that of Elk Lick Falls, above referred to. 
There are here three layers of iron ore. The lowest, measuring 
1 foot 4 inches, is a nearly solid bed, merely divided into blocks 
rounded at the edges. The other two overlie the first at a dis- 
tance of 2 feet, and together contain as much ore as would be 
equivalent to a solid band about 4 inches thick. An ore, sup- 
posed to be the same band, was discovered two miles farther 
down the creek." 

Tab Mill Run. — In speaking of the iron ores of Tubmill run, 
the Final Report says :* 

*' Several thin seams of ore likewise occur on Tubmill run, half 
a mile below the saw mill, but they are not of sufficient import- 

m* I " ■ ■■■■ , .. ■■ ■■ l^■^.■^^|^^■^ ■■■■ ■ » 1mm • 

♦Rogers Final Report, 1858, Vol. II, p. 651. 
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ance to attract attention. At another place, ou the same stream, 
ore is said to have been opened in a position 25 feet below a 
coal seam 8 feet 3 inches thick, identified with that at the Falls. 

This ore is stated to amount to 15 inches." 

At the Falls, Elk Lick creek has forced a narrow passage 
through a deposit of massive sandstone, the outcrop of which 
lines the creek for some distance with vertical walls of rock. 
If the above identification of the coals seen in this vicinity 
be correct, this sandstone deposit must belong to the Free- 
port group of rocks, and is doubtless the Freeport sandstone. 

Following the Elk Lick creek down towards Meyersdale, the 
rocks descend with greater rapidity than the creek, and the 
Lower Productive Coal Measures soon give place to higher strata, 
the Lower Barren Measures first coming in on top of them, and 
the Upper Productive Coal Measures, holding the Pittsburg 
coal, coming in finally on top of all, and making the country 
rock of the central plateau of the basin. 

There are numerous gorges in the sides of the Allegheny, 
Negro Mountain, Laurel ilill and Chestnut Ridge, which pre^ 
»ent rarely beautiful pictures of rugged scenery ; but there are 
few which compare in natural beauty to the head waters of 
Elk Lick creek. 

Prof. Lesley thus described it many years ago. (See Fifth 
Annual Report of Prof. Rogers, 1841, page 82.) : 

" The falls of Elk Lick are a succession of many small and 
rapid leaps, winding in a long descent through a narrow ir- 
regular channel in the sandstone ; the rocky walls sometimes 
overhang the stream, which is then darkened by the meeting 
boughs of the trees and the tangled stems of the laurel, which 
in many places make an almost impenetrable thicket. The de- 
file itself is alternately contracted into short narrow passages, 
and widened into more spacious chambers. The whole scene, 
though of limited extent, is striking for its novel and pictur- 
esque beauty, and in perfect keeping with the wilderness 
around." 

LOWER BARREN MEASURES. 

The Lower Barren Measures, from the Mahoning sandstone 
up, for a distance of 350 to 400 feet, have already been fully 
described in Chap. Ill of this report 
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These measures show much less perfectly in the Salisbury 
basin. In the lower part of them the outcrops are much ob- 
scured by the great mass of debris which covers the hill sides 
from the rapid disintegration of the soft shales and slates. The 
railroad cuts aftbrd only imperfect exposures. 

At a distance of 385 feet below the Pittsburg coal bed a small 
coal bed, not more than 2 feet thick, is found in a mass of black 
slates, 30 feet of them in all. This bed is 160 feet below the 
Elk Lick limestone, and is easily identified with the same coal 
(the Price bed) where opened on the Blue Lick. 

Elk Lick Limestone. 

At 225 feet below the Pittsburg Coal Bed a regular and per- 
sistent limestone is found, and is opened and worked at numer- 
ous points of the basin. This limestone is identified as the 
Elk Lick Limestone already described. 

E. Yodera Quarry. — It is opened on Elk Lick creek, one mile 
above its mouth, on the north-west end of the basin, on the 
Elias Yoder place. It is found in the bed of a small stream 
which flows past Mr. Yoder's house and empties into Elk Lick 
creek at that point. 

The limestone is worked only to a small extent, and affords 
an imperfect measurement. So far as seen it gives two layers 
separated by a thin but persistent parting of shale. The up- 
per layer is two feet six inches thick, and when burned, yields 
an excellent lime. Only six inches of the top of the lower band 
have been exposed. The usual average thickness of the bed is 
not less than six feet. The lower bench is much more argil- 
laceous. The weathered edges of the limestone exhibit many 
minute fossils. 

Acoalsniut shows almost directly on top of the limestone; 
and ten feet above occurs a mass of black slate and shale con- 
taining numerous nodules of good looking carbonate iron ore. 

A specimen of the Upper bench of Yoder's limestone was 
forwarded to the Laboratory of the Survey in Ilarrisburg, and 
gave on analysis : (D. M'Creath.) 

Carbonate of lime 55.5S9 

Carbonate of magnesia 14 .225 

Carbonate of iron 6 .835 

Alumina 2 .886 
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Saiphnr 185 

Phosphorun 032 

Carbonaoeoos matters 

Insoiabie residue 19 .800 

99.552 

This same limestone showed on the Salisbury and Balti- 
more railroad, on the north side of the Castleman river, just 
west of Meyersdale, and about 20 feet above the level of the 
Castleman river. It has not been worked at that place. 

The limestone has been opened up on Tubmill run, about 
two miles above its mouth, at two places. It is of full average 
thickness, six or more feet. 

On the Beachy place, on the Castleman river, one mile above 
the mouth of Tubmill run, and one and a-half miles south-west 
of Salisbury, the limestone has been opened up, only a few feet 
above the river level. It cannot be measured, but is reported 
as " twelve feet thick.'* It is 1 90 feet by level below the Pitts- 
burg coal bed, but as it is on the rise of the measures, the 
distance between them is, as before, 210 to 220 feet. 

This Barren Measure limestone is therefore as regular and 
persistent as any deposit in the basin. It is not only found at 
numerous points, running from the south-east part of the basin, 
through the centre, and at the north-east and north-west ends, 
but the same limestone, and the small coal overlying, are found 
south of Pine Hill Church and at Berlin. This is as far as the 
Barren Measures cover the region, and it may therefore be 
said that it has been found lying regularly everywhere in its 
enclosing measures until the geological structure of the basin 
has cast it out of the hilltops. 

Elk Lick Coal. 

The coal overlying the limestone is the " Elk Lick Coal f 
a name given originally from an old opening on Elk Lick 
creek and the Castleman river, and is always called a " four 
foot bed " of coal of excellent quality. 

It must be noted that the Elk Lick coal lies some 350-[- feet 
above the Mahoning Sandstone ; and that the very numerous 
identifications by which the coal beds of the Barren Measures, 
lying from 75 to 150 feet above the Mahoning Sandstone, have 
been called the Elk Lick coal, are entirely incorrect. The bed 
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is a persistent and workable one in the Salisbury Basin, and 
the name should be retained. 

IMde Pittsburg Coal and Limestone. 

At a regular distance of 50 feet below the Pittsburg coal 
bed there is found throughout the Salisbury Basin a persistent 
limestone, averaging 4 to 5 feet in thickness and having on top 
of it a small coal bed. 

This limestone has been exposed in the north end of the 
basin, but is not worked there. 

On the Baylor place^ one mile west of Meyersdale, the coal 
overlying the limestone was once opened. The opening is now 
fallen shut and the coal cannot be measured. It lies 63 feet by 
measurement below the nearest opening on the Pittsburg coal 
bed ; but is opened in the direction of the dip of the measures, 
and the interval between them is not more than 50 feet. 

At the Keystone Coal Company's MineSj 2J miles south-west 
of Meyersdale, the limestone has never been opened ; but the 
coal overlying it was once picked into, and is reported as a "5 
foot coal," including all its partings. 

On the hill side, opposite the village of Mechanicsburg^ the 
limestone is quarried, 50 feet below the Pittsburg coal bed, 
and shows full 6 feet of limestone of good quality. The quarry 
is quite extensive, and much limestone has been burned for ag- 
ricultural purposes. 

The coal shows on top of it, 1 foot thick, or more ; but is not 
worked. 

Ten feet of brown slates overlie the coal ; and in them show 
three small beds of carbonate iron ore, apparently regular, and 
with a hematitic crust from weathering. They are not thick 
enough to be of practical value. 

On the S. S. Flickinger place^ two and a half miles north oi 
Salisbury, there is a small quarry on the limestone. Only 2 
feet of limestone are showing now, but the bed is apparently 
of full thickness. 

An average specimen of this limestone was forwarded to the 
laboratory of the Survey, and yielded on analysis: (A. S. M'- 
Creath.) 
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Carbonate of lime 64 .706 

Carbonate of magneaia 2.156 

Carbonate of iron 4 .274 

Alumina, 1 .700 

Salphor.....' , 2.431 

Phosphorus .751 

, Ca'rbonaoeoas matter 2.602 

Insoluble residue 20.660 

99.280 

The variation in the thickness of the bed, within short dis- 
tances, is shown by an opening in the centre of the basin, 
scarcely one mile east of Flickinger's. Here the limestone 
has been opened 45± feet below the Pittsburg coal bed, and 
only shows one foot thick ; with the small coal in its proper 
place on top. 

Going south-westward down the basin, no opening is found 
on the limestone until reaching the J. W. Beachy place, two 
miles south-west of Salisbury. It is here opened up in a 
quarry, and is burned for agricultural purposes. It shows 6 J 
feet thick, is smooth, of a bluish cast, and breaks with a slightly 
conchoidal fracture. 

The coal overlying it is represented by 3 inches of cannel 
slate, 2 feet above the top of the limestone. 

Ten to twelve feet of black and brown slates overlie the can- 
nel slates. 

At the Wilhelm mines, on Tubmill run, 1 mile west of Salis- 
bury, the limestone is not opened or worked, but shows in a 
ravine, lying about 50 feet below the Pittsburg coal bed, and 
is not less than 5 or 6 feet thick. 

The limestone is therefore a regular and persistent bed, un- 
derlying the entire centre of the basin, and averaging about 4 
to 5 feet thick. 

The coal overlying it is nowhere opened for accurate meas- 
urement, but is apparently a valueless bed. It is the Little 
Pittsburg Coal Bed of the old reports ; and it is also described 
by Prof. Stevenson as showing on Chartiers creek, in Washing- 
ton county, and in a section given by him of the measures in 
the extreme south-east corner of Greene county.* But it is al- 
ways in all these cases a small and worthless bed, as in the Sal- 
isbury basin. 

♦Report K, p. 76-77. 
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This limestone horizon of some 45+ feet below the Pittsburg 
coal bed is widely extended. In the section quoted above, in 
the south-east corner of Greene county, it is 40 feet below the 
Pittsburg coal bed, and has its small coal on top. 

Limestones Under the JPUtsburg Coal Bed. • 

There is a limestone, very persistent in character, which is 
found from 1 to 10 feet below the Pittsburg coal bed. This 
limestone has never been seen in the Salisbury Basin. In trac- 
ing the limestones in Washington and Allegheny counties, 
Prof. Stevenson says of this "40-foot" limestone : "In central 
"Washington, as well as in southern Allegheny, it is present 
and sometimes becomes 6 feet thick. From the conditions at 
Mansfield, in Allegheny county, I am inclined to suppose that 
the two limestones unite, and that the single limestone, so per- 
sistent northward, and which occupies the place of the upper 
one, represents them both," 

PITTSBURG COAL BED. 

The Big Bed, or the Pittsburg coal bed, shows itself through- 
out the whole Salisbury basin by a beautifully defined bench 
about half way up the hillside. It is opened and worked at 
numerous points between the Castleman river at Meyersdale, 
and the Maryland line. 

It will be noted in this detailed description of the diflferent 
mines that the coal bed varies very much, both in size and 
quality, in the limited area covered by it. 

Saylor Mine. — The most northern opening on the bed in the 
basin is on the Saylor farm, three-fourths of a mile south-west 
of Meyersdale. The mine, about 200 yards south of Saylor's 
house, shows: 

Slate roof. Fig. S4, 

Coal, bony 

Coal, poor 

Clay parting 
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Clay slate, soft. 
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Sandstone floor. 

The coal is worked to the north, and the mire drains easily. 
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A comparison of this measurement with the record of the 
mines opened in the centre and south end of the basin shows 
how markedly the coal bed is deteriorated at the extreme north 
end. 

A specimen of the Saylor coal yielded on analysis (A. S. 
M'Creath.): 

Water 1.630 

Volatile matter 19.965 

Fixed carbon 66.510 

Sulphur. .775 

Ash 11.120 

100.000 
Coke per oentt 78.405 ; oolor of ash, reddish g^y. 

The percentage of ash in the above analysis is so high that 
it is probable that the specimen scarcely represented a fair av- 
erage of the bed. 

Two analyses made in 1873 of the coal from the same mine 
showed (P. Frazer, Jr.) : 

Ist AiiAljBlB. 2d An»ly0la. 

Hygroeoopio wat<jr 1 .790 1 .790 

Volatile oombustible matter 20 .890 21 .800 

Ash 7.980 7.420 

CJoke (by loss) 69.340 68.990 

100.000 100.000 

South-west of the Saylor mine the Pittsburg coal bed has 
been opened up on the S. Saylor place and in the iTConkey 
mine. The coal shows in these mines the same as at the J. 
Saylor opening. At the M'Conkey mine the exposure shows 
12 feet of dark slates and shales overlying the coal. Sand- 
stone directly underlies the coal bed ; it is fine-grained, much 
iron stained and filled with vegetable impressions. 

At the Chris. Livengood mine^ one-half mile south-west of 
the M'Conkey mine, the coal shows as before. Twenty feet of 
dark slates here overlie the coal bed . 

Cumberland and Elk Lick Mine. — The Pittsburg bed is opened 
and worked by the Cumberland and Elk Lick Coal Company at 
their mine on a small run, two miles south-west of Meyers- 
dale. The coal as measured in the mine shows : 
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At the outcrop at the mouth of the mine the bed shows 8' 6" 
thick, including claj' partings. The coal is lowered down from 
the mine byan inclineplane. This places it on to the Solisbury 
and Baltimore railroad, which has a short branch up the ravine 
to the mine. The daily shipment (September, 1876) is about 
200 tons. 

A specimen of the coal forwarded to the Laboratory of the 
Survey in Harrisburg yielded on analysis (A. S. M'Creatb,): 



"Water... 
Volatile matter 
Fixed carbon .. 

Sulphur 

A8h 



100.000 
Coke percent, 73.145; oolorof asb, reddlah-gniy." 
Keysiojie Company Mine. — The Keystone Coal Company have 
opened a mine on the Castlcman river two and a half milea 
southwest of Meyersdale. 

The coal as measured in one of the gangways showed : 
Slate roof, hard and tough. 

Coal 2' 0"1 

Bone Doal, with sulphurous layers on bottom. 1' 0" I 

Coal, clean and good Z' O'W V 

Slate parting 0' 6" to 1' 0'' 

Bottom ooal 2' 0" i 

At another place in the mine the following section showed : 
Pig. K. 
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The coal shows well in the mine, being reasonably free from 
injurious impurities, and mines out well. In structure it is some- 
what columnar, though not markedly so. It is firm and bears 
shipment. 

The mine is 180 feet above the Castleman river. The coal is 
lowered down by an incline plane, and is then carried over a 
narrow gauge railroad belonging to the Keystone Company to 
Keystone Junction, on the Pittsburg and Connellsville railroad, 
a station 3 miles east of Meyersdale. 

The mines of the company are in fine condition and well ven- 
tilated. The average shipment, (September, 1876,) is about 200 
tons daily, going east to Baltimore for use as steam coal. This 
amount can be largely and quickly increased whenever the mar- 
ket so demands. 

A specimen of the coal was analysed at the Laboratory m 
Harrisburg, and showed (A. S. M'Creath.): 

••Water 1.050 

Volatile matter 19 .610 

Fixed carbon 70.239 

Sulphur .761 

Ash 8.340 

100.000 
Coke per cent, 79.34 ; color of ash, gray. 

The coal has a bright resinous lustre, is compact, and con- 
tains some mineral charcoal and iron pyrites." 

A specimen of coal from this mine was analysed in 1873, 
and gave (P. Frazer, Jr.) : 

Hygroscopic moisture 1 .790 (?) 

Volatile combustible matter 19.350 

Ash 7.790 

Coke (by loss) 71.070 

100.000 

Toder Mine. — In the vicinity of Mechanicsburg, 2J miles 
west south-west from Meyersdale, the Pittsburg coal bed has 
been opened and worked in the hills overlooking Elk Lick 
creek. The outcrop of the bed, however, is confined solely to 
the eastern bank of the stream. 

The coal is mined on the Yoder farm. As measured in the 
mine it shows : 
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Boof slate, tough and firm. 

Coal 3' 2 "' 

Slate parting 0' OJ" 

Coal 0' 6 '' > V 9^" 

Slate (y 0|'' 

Coal 4' '. 

A specimen of the coal analysed at the Laboratory at Har* 
risburg, yielded on analysis (A. S. M'Creath) : 

Water 1.465 

Volatile matter 21.285 

Fixed carbon 69.677 

Sulphur 693 

Ash 6.880 



100.000 
Coke per cent, 77.25 ; oolor of ash, reddish gray." 

Beechley Mine. — The Pittsburg bed is also opened ou the 
Beechley property, south-west of the Yoder mine, and shows : 

Roof, slate. 

Coal, bony 1' 0" >-, q„ 

Coal 6- 0" $ 

Slate. 

On account of the water in the mine the coal could nut be 
exactly measured, but the above dimensions of the difierent 
benches are very close to the fact. The bottom bench, under the 
slate, could not be seen. 

Graham Mine. — The Graham mine is opened in the broad 
and deep ravine of Grassy run, about one-half mile above Liv- 
ergood's mill, which is at the mouth of the run where it joins 
the Castleman river one mile north-east of Salisbury. 

The upper bench of the coal bed is worked in this opening ; 
but as the mine is only carried on for domestic consumption in 
the immediate vicinity, the main entry is only in a short dis- 
tance under the hill. Nevertheless the coal shows well. The 
upper bench is nearly seven feet thick, and shows the small 
parting as seen in the Keystone Section, Fig. 86. At the mouth 
of the mine an exposure shows 15 feet of black slate and dark 
rusty shales resting on top of the coal bed. 

The rocks at this point dip apparently to the southeast; but 
this dip does not obtain farther in the mine. 

Livengood and Ktim Mine. — The Pittsburg coal bed has been 
opened on the Livengood and Keim tract, two-thirds of a mile 
north-east of Salisbury. 
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The bed shows very handsomely in tlie mine ; only the upper 
bench is worked. It is here full 7 feet in thickness, and is 
much more free from slat^ and other impurities than in the 
mines at the extreme north end of the basin. The coal comes 
out in blocks; and as the mine has been worked for many 
years to supply the local demand, the total output from it 
has been considerable. The main gangway goes in north-west, 
and falls slightly, the mine being drained by a ditch. 

A specimen of the coal was analysed at the Laboratory of 
the Survey in Harrisburg, and yielded (A. S. M'Creath.): 

••Water. 1.605 

VolHtile matter 22.350 

Fixed carbon 68.774 

Sol phar. 1 . 240 

Ash 6.965 

100.000 
Ck>ke per cent, 75.985 ; color of ash, gray, with pink tinge/' 

The Pittsburg coal bed has been opened on the Keim tract, 
adjoining the Livengood and Keim, but the mine is not now 
worked. It was open in 1870, and when examined at that 
time* showed a full 10 feet of good clean coal, fully equal in 
character to that from the Livengood and Keim mine as given 
above. 

WUhelm Mines. — On the south side of Tubmill run, 1 mile 
west of Salisbury, Messrs Anspach & Co. have opened up the 
Pittsburg coal bed. The Salisbury and Baltimore railroad has 
been graded to these mines, though the iron is not yet laid down 
(September 1876). 

The openings are made well upon a high steep hill side; 
the conditions are very favarable for mining, and the gangways 
would command a large and unbroken area of coal, lying in an 
almost horizontal position, or else rising gently to the south- 
west. For from this point on to the south-west the coal rises 
in conformity to the structure of the basin as a canoenshaped 
synclinal. 

•Report of J. P. Leslej. 

6— HHH. 
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The bed shows Buperbly in the mine, measuring thns : 

Fig.n. 



Root, toDgh black Hiate, 



■ 



Clay slate 

Coal 

Slate in floor. 

The upper bench is withont any persistent slate parting?, 
but shows variable knife edges of slate. It carries but little 
iron pyrites, and the whole 8-foot bench is indeed in a state of 
wonderful purity. 

A specimen of the coal yielded on analysis in Harrisburg 
(A. S. M'Creath): 

"Water 1.190 

Volatile matter 21 .000 

Fixed oart>on 64.907 

Salphnr. .7 IB 

Aah 10.190 

lOCLOOO 
Coke per cent, 77 .Bl ; onlor of ash, reddlah-gray." 

The same bed was again opened about 100 yards south-east 
of this mine by Mr. Wilhelm, former owner of the property. 
The section of the coal bed is precisely the same as in the drift 
previously described (Fig. 37), but the rise to the south-west 
is much more decided. 

A. P. Beacky Mine. — Across the brow of the hill, on the 
eastern slope, the Pittsburg coal is opened and worked, though 
only for local use. It is known as the A. P. Beachy Min«;. 
The coal bed shows its full thickness as at the Wilhelm Mine, 
and in an unusually clean and pure state. 

Just beyond the A. P. Beachy Mine the outcrop of the Pitts- 
burg coal bed crosses the GrantsviJle road, winding south and 
west. A broad flat, too shallow to include the Pittsburg Bed, 
causes a wide break in the outcrop line, but the smut of the 
bed darkens the road for the whole distance acroas, and the 
flat is really on the bottom of the coal bed. 

Harshherger Mine. — The bed is, however, again under cover 
on the next farm, and is opened and worked by Harshherger, on 
the old J. \V. Beachy tract, though the coal has no cover except 
its roof states. But these slates have sufBcient tenacity and 
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fiimness to furnish the coal with protection enough to have 
kept it firm and dry. 

In the Harshberger Mine the coal is in fine condition. The 
upper bench is full 7 feet thick, and is without persistent or 
troublesome slate partings ; but irregular knife edges of slate 
are observable, and also a small amount of bony coal. The 
clay parting near the base of the coal bed forms the mine floor, 
and the lower bench of coal is not taken up. 

From the Harshberger Mine the line of outcrop of the Pitts- 
burg coal is easily traced along the brow of the hill, keeping 
close to the Grantsville road. The bed finds its western limit 
near the old shoe shop, situated at the cross roads of the Grants- 
ville and Mechanicsburg roads. But on the opposite side of 
a shallow ravine, down which Flag Hun flows, the bed is 
again found, its outcrop following the course of the road for 
some distance, and being plainly marked by a prominent bench. 
It has here been opened on the Harshbarger farm, and again on 
the Folk place, the coal in both mines appearing well, maintain 
ing its full thickness, and showing great purity. The outcrop of 
the coal bed crosses the road a short distance south of Folk's 
mine, and is plainly exposed. The bench caps the hill and 
winds around to the east of the buildings on the old Miller 
farm. This is near its final southern outcrop, but the thick- 
ness of the coal is in no wise diminished, nor has it suffered in 
character and quality. 

M, J, Beachy Mine. — The Pittsburg coal is opened and worked 
by Manasses J. Beachy on the old Miller place, but only to a 
moderate extent for local use. It shows nearly 8 feet of clean 
coal in the upper bench. It is not without a small amount of 
bone coal and lenticular masses of slate, but the bed makes a 
handsome show. The lower bench is not taken out, the clay 
parting constituting the floor of the drift. 

A specimen of the coal analysed at the Laboratory of the 
Survey in Harrisburg yielded (A. S. M'Creath.): 

"Water 1.680 

Volatile matter 21 .010 

Fixed carbon 69.016 

Sulphur 764 

Ash 7.680 

100.000 
Coke per cent, 77.31 ; color of ash, gray, with red tinge." 
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The coal has here plenty of cover. It is at this place that 
the anosaal feature is presented of a massive limestone, 10 feet 
thick, (the Redstone limestone,) coming in 30 feet above the 
floor of the Pittsburg coal bed; and this same limestone is 
only found at one other point in the basin. The section of these 
measures has already been given in fig. 27, page plate VEL 

The hill rises 15 feet above the limestone, and the hill top is 
covered thickly with pieces of broken fine grained sandstone 
much iron stained. This sandstone outcrop can be followed 
southwest for a quarter of a mile along the flat surface to the 
Jonas Beachy farm, and there shoots out finally to daylight, 
disappearing with the Pittsburg coal bed, these measures not 
being found in the blufl& across the Maryland border. 

The Pittsburg coal bed is last seen at the extreme south bor- 
der of Somerset county, on the Jonas Beachy farm (now owned 
by Anspach k Co.) where it was opened in a clump of woods 
west of the road. It has abundance of cover, and the fine- 
grained rusty sandstone, noticed at the old Miller place, is seen 
here. But the limestone has never been founds and apparently 
disappears from the measures at Miller's. It does not seem, 
however, that properly directed search has been made for it on 
the Jonas Beachy tract. 

S, P. Miller Mine, — The coal as measured in the mine shows : 

Roof, slate. 

Coal 8' 0" 

Slate. 

The bench of coal underlying the slate floor of the mine, re- 
ported to be 18 inches thick, is not taken out, the slate parting 
making the floor. 

The main bench of the coal is 8 feet thick, clean and without 
persistent slate partings ; but in one place in the mine there 
shows in the floor a bulge of horseback one foot thick. 

The Rider Coal of the Pittsburg Bed. 

In the southern half of the Salisbury coal basin a variable 
coal bed, running up to 5 feet in thickness, comes in over the 
Pittsburg bed. 

At the M. J. Beachy opening on the old Miller farm, at the 
extreme south-west end of the basin, the rider coal does not 
show, but is reported to be only 4 feet above the top of the 
Pittsburg coal bed. 
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Coming north from the Beachy mines the rider coal is opened 
at the Wilhelm mines on Tubmill run ; the bottom of the up- 
per coal is there 6 feet above the top of the Pittsburg bed. 

The coal as measured in the mine shows : 



Slate roof. 

Coal 


Fig. 38. 
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Slate 
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Coal 
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The main bench of the coal is of excellent character, but the 
intermingled coal and slate layers above it are entirely worth- 
less for any practical purpose. 

A specimen of the main or lower bench of the coal was ana- 
lysed at the Laboratory at Harrisburg, and showed (A. S. 
M'Creath.): 

"Water 1.570 

Volatile matter 21 . 450 

Fixed carbon 69.98tf 

Salpbur 679 

Ash 6.315 



100.000 



Coke per cent, 76 980; color of ash, reddish gray.*' 

The above analysis shows a good coal, the striking feature 
being its almost exact resemblance to the analysis of the coal 
from the Pittsburg coal bed main bench. 

The upper or rider coal shows everywhere through this 
southern centre of the basin, ranging from 6 to 12 feet above 
the main bed. 

On the A. P. Beachy place^ one-third to one-half of a mile 
east of the Wilbelm mines, the outcrop shows the following 
section, the exposure being due to a break off on the steep bench 
of the soft rocks separating the coals. The section is : 

Outcrop of rider coal. 

Fire clay, weathered ^ 1' 0*' n 

Brown slates. .'(interval 4' 0" S6' 0" 

Black slate J I' Q" ) 

Pittsburg coal bed. 

At the Livengood and Keim Mine it shows on the outcrop, sepa- 
rated from the main bed by 12 feet of black slates and shales. 
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It is not opened there for working, but was once opened in a 
ravine back of the mine, and was called the " 5 foot bed." 

At the Graham mine^ one-half of a mile north of Livengood 
and Keim's, the opening showed full 18 feet of dark slates over- 
lying the Pittsburg coal bed main bench, but there was no 
sign at all of the existence of the rider coal. 

And from this on to the north end of the basin in all the 
numerous places in which the roof slates of the Pittsburg coal 
bed were exposed, in some cases 20 feet of overlying black 
slates, the rider coal was missing. 

Mr. De France, Superintendent of Keystone Colliery, says that 
he has never found any rider coal over his Pittsburg bed. He 
finds roof slates 10± feet, and sandstone overlying that for 20 
feet. 

There is nothing specially surprising in this variation. In 
the Connellsville region the small rider coal over the Pitts- 
burg bed, lying, as in this case, in black slates, shows great 
and sudden changes in its distance from the top of the main 
bed ; and in the Clearfield region a rider to Coal Bed B, lying 
also in black slates and shales, varies in distance from the main 
bench from 2 to 12 feet within a moderate area. 

This rider coal, therefore, can only be said to be a valuable 
coal bed, yielding 3J to 4 feet of coal, in the centre and 
southern centre of the basin, a very moderate area. 

THE RED STONE COAL BED. 

The measures overlying the Pittsburg Coal Bed, are 20 feet 
of black slates, then 24 feet of gray slates and shales to a coal 
bed. 

This order of measures is nowhere disturbed except where 
the M. J. Beachy limestone is found in this interval at the south- 
ern end of the basin. 

The "middle coal bed," called the Redstone coal bed in 
the identifications of the Final Report, keeps its regular distance 
everywhere throughout the basin, that is forty-four feet above 
the Pittsburg coal bed ; but it is nowhere worked except where 
it is quarried out with the limestone at the Beachy quarry. 
The outcrop, however, shows in many places. It is found at 
Keim and Livengood^s^ and on both sides of Grassy run, 1 mile 
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north of Salisbury. It outcrops there above the Graham mine 
(on the Pittsburg coal bed), and on the s&uih side of the run 
has been opened up sufficiently for measurement. The roof 
and floor are here pitching steeply, giving to the measures an 
apparent irregularity which the absolute regularity of the 
overlying limestone shows to be impossible. It is simply 
what in a mine would be " a swamp," or " a trouble," and does 
not disturb the great average evenness of the measures in the 
central part of the basin. The coal as measured in the mine 
shows : 

Roof, sandstone. 

Dirt and slate C 6"^ 

Coal 2' 0" 

Parting. 

Coal V 3" ^S' 1 

Slate 0' V' 

Coal V 3" 

Floor, dull clay. 

It was once opened up for testing at the Keystone mines^ two 
and a-half miles south-west of Meyersdale. It is there found 
forty feet above the Pittsburg coal bed. It showed, accord- 
ing to the statement of Mr. De France, Superintendent, as a 5 foot 
bed, but includes in this a band of slate fully 1 foot thick, 
making 4 feet of coal. Drifts were started in on the bed, but 
it was never developed except for measurement. The state- 
ment of the measurement is : 

Slate roof. 
Coal ^ 

Parting [ 1' 6" n 

Bone Coal i [5 6" 

Coal 40" ) 

A specimen of the coal from one of the trial drifts was for- 
warded for analysis. It had been lying exposed to the weather 
for about a year. The analysis gave (A. S. M'Creath.) : 

"Water 1.290 

Volatile matter 20 .865 

Fi xed carbon 67 .201 

Sulphur 1.839 

Ash 8.805 



100.000 
Coke per cent, 77 .845 ; color of ash, reddish gray. 
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On the outer surface the coal has a dull lustre. On fresh 
fracture it is bright and shining. It is quite compact, and 
shows numerous partings of iron pyrites." 

The coal is very similar in character to that yielded by the 
Pittsburg bed, but is much more sulphurous. 

From the Keystone Mines north-eastward to the end of the 
basin, the Middle bed is seen everywhere outcropping 40 to 45 
feet above the Pittsbursc coal. But in the presence of the 
larger and better bed below, it is never opened and worked in 
any part of the region. 

THE PITTSBURG LIMESTONE GROUP. 

There are found in the Salisbury Basin three limestones over- 
lying the Pittsburg Coal Bed — 

1. The "Upper Limestone," 160 feet above the Pittsburg 
coal bed. 

2. The "Middle Limestone," 90 feet above the Pittsburg 
coal bed. 

eS. The Redstone Limestone, 80 feet above the Pittsburg coal 
bed. 

l*he "upper" and "middle" limestone are regular and per- 
sistent, and are traced throughout the basin wherever the hills 
over the Pittsburg coal bed are high enough to take them in. 
They have in each case a small coal bed on top of them. 

The ^^Redstone Limestone'^ presents some curious features, and 
has been the cause of much confusion in the past. It is opened 
and quarried by Mr. Beachy on the old Miller place, at the ex- 
treme south-west end of the basin. On top of it is found a 
coal bed, (Redstone?) which is here, as at numerous other 
places in the basin, 44 feet above the Pittsburg coal bed. 

This limestone has not even been found on the adjoining 
properties ; and is only reported as having once been opened, one 
mile south of Mechanicsburg. Throughout the rest of the ba- 
sin it has not been found ; and outcrop exposures at the Key- 
stone Coal Company's mines, together with the record of the 
air shaft at the same place, show that the limestone proba- 
bly does not exist at all in the northern end of the basin. 
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It has already been stated that the presence of this massive 
limestone, with its base only 20 feet above the top of the 
Pittsburg Coal, has caused much confusion in the identifica- 
tions in the basin, and repeated errors in doubling up the 
measures.* 

The vertical sections (Page Plate VII) in showing the general 
geology of the basin have shown two regular limestones over- 
lying the Pittsburg coal bed by distances of 90 feet and 160 
feet. Over each of these beds, moreover, is found a bed of 
coal, carrying much slate, and of no practical value, but still reg- 
ular and persistent. The sudden coming in of this Beachy (Red- 
stone) limestone, just under the coal bed which keeps so regu- 
larly 45 feet above the floor of the Pittsburg Coal Bed, and the 
general similarity of the mjvssive Beachy limestone to the 
massive limestone which lies 90 feet above the Pittsburg Bed, 
has naturally rendered the conclusion almost inevitable that 
this limestone at Beachy's was the same as the limestone at 
Livengood and Keim's mine. 

K this were so, one of two things was the case. Either the 
90-foot interval between the coal and limestone at Livengood 
and Keim's had come down to a 80-foot interval at M. J. 
Beachy's, a distance of 3J miles ; or if the interval has not de- 
creased between the coal and the limestone, then the Beachy 
coal was not the Pittsburg coal bed, but a coal overlying it 
by 50 to 60 feet 

Neither of these two statements is true. The Beachy coal 
and the Livengood and Keim coal are the same bed, that is 
the Pittsburg coal bed ; the rider coal varies somewhat in its 
interval distance above the roof of the Pittsburg coal bed, and 
the Beachy limestone is entirely distinct and separate from 
the limestone at Livengood and Keim's. 

Nor is the non -persistence of the Beachy limestone a matter 
of special moment or of unusual character. In this same ba- 
sin the very regular limestone 90 feet above the Pittsburg Coal 
Bed shows in the north-west part of the basin in its full thick- 
ness of 8 to 10 feet ; yet not over one mile away it is seen not 

^Though an unusual place for a limestone deposit in some parts of the 
State of Penns^'lvania, yet in the Second Basin, in the Ligonier valleyy it is 
found in the same position as a regular deposit. This is shown In the com- 
parison of the Salisbury Basin sections already given. (F. K. 1S5S.) 
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over one foot thick, and sections in that vicinity might easily 
show it entirely wanting. 

THE MIDDLE (SBWICKLY) LIMESTONE AND COAL. 

The Middle limestone is but little opened in the basin. It 
lies 90 feet above the Pittsburg coal bed ; and keeps this dis- 
tance with great regularity. Even where not opened it shows 
itself in numerous places by its well defined bench running 
around the hillsides. 

The limestone is opened above the Saylor mine^ one mile west 
of Meyei'sdale, and shows itself 5 feet thick. It is divided 
into two layers, the upper one of which is fossiliferous, and of 
a much lighter color than its congener below. The quarry has 
been recently opened and but little limestone has been removed. 

An average specimen of this limestone was analysed at the 
Laboratory at Harrisburg, and yielded (D. M'Creath.) : 

**Carbonate of lime 69.160 

Carbonate of magnesia 16 .535 

Carbonate of iron 3.935 

Alumina 1 .366 

Salphur .046 

Phosphorus .017 

Insoluble residue 9 .730 

99.789" 

The outcrop of the small overlying coal bed, l-(- foot thick, 
shows in the road beyond the quarry. Light brown shales over- 
lie the coal, which is apparently imderlaid b}' a stratum of im- 
pure fire-clay. 

On the Beechley place^ 3 miles south-west of Meyersdale, the 
same bed of limestone, separated from the Pittsburg coal bed 
by the same interval rocks as before, has been quarried and 
burned, though only to a small extent The quarry was not 
being worked when examined, and the wash from above had 
in large part concealed the face of the limestone ; but it was 
apparently not diminished in size. 

The outcrop of a small coal bed shows three feet above the 
top of the limestone. The latter has been quarried on the 
Chris. Livengood farm^ IJ miles south-west of Mejersdale. It 
is of full thickness. 

The bench of the limestone has been picked into at numer- 
ous places in the centre of the basin, but going south-westward 
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no quarry is found upon it until reaching the Keim and Liven- 
good mine, one-half mile north of Salisbury. It is here exten- 
sively quarried and burned for agricultural purposes. The 
quarry shows : 

Surface soU. 

Clay and shale 3' 0" 

Coal r 0" 

Clayanddirt 1' 0" to 3' 0" 

Limestone 1' 0" 

Parting. 

Limestone 4' 0' 

Clay 1' 0" 

Limestone 2' 0" 

Total 16' 0" 

The limestone is opened and worked on the J. M. Hayes 
placej one-half of a mile west of the Keim and Livengood 
quarry. A specimen of the limestone was analysed at the 
Laboratory of the Survey and yielded (D. M'Creath.) : 

^'Carbonate of lime 74 .803 

Carbonate of magnesia 6.734 

Carbonate of iron 6.282 

Alumina 1.648 

Sulpb ur 062 

Phosphorus. 070 

Insoluble residue 11 .610 

99.999" 

On the south side of Tubmill run the limestone shows itself 
as a bench in the hillside 90 feet above the opening on the 
Pittsburg coal bed at the Wilhelm mines, but is not opened 
there. From this point south-westward the hills are not high 
enough to take in the bed. 

So tar as the evidences go, it may be said that this limestone 
is a very regular bed, and averages 6 to 8 feet in thickness. 
The coal overlying it is apparently entirely valueless. 

THE UPPER (UNIONTOWN) LIMESTONE AND COAL. 

The upper limestone is opened and worked at numerous 
places in the basin. It lies 160 feet above the Pittsburg coal 
bed, and is so regular that it can always be found and opened 
whenever the hills rise to the requisite height. 

At the extreme north end of the basin it is found crowning 
the highest crest of the hill on the Saylor place^ three-fourtha 
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of a mile west of Meyersdale. It is here without cover, is 
much broken, and does not show its top. It is filled with fossil 
shells. 

On the hilly one-half mile to the south-west of this opening, it 
is extensively quarried and burned for agricultural purposes. 
The quarry shows : 

Surfaoe. 

Coal (K 2' 

Parting 0' IJ* 

CoaL 1' 10" 

Clayanddirt 1' 6" 

Limestone 1' 6" 

Clay 0' 10" 

Limestone lO' 0" 

Total 16' llj" 

An average specimen of this limestone was analysed at the 
Laboratory of the Survey and yielded (D. M'Creath.) : 

"Carbonate of lime 86.732 

Carbonate of magnesia 6.098 

Carbonate of iron 



A, * % 2.871 

Alamina > 

Sulphur 104 

Phosphorus. 037 

Insoluble residue 6.220 

100.062" 

The small coal overlying is sufBciently good to use for burn- 
ing the limestone. 

Between the north end of the basin and Grassy run, a dis- 
tance of 2J miles, the limestone is quarried in numerous places. 
South of Grassy run the hills in no case rise high enough over 
the Pittsburg coal bed to take in the upper limestone. 

At the Keystone Coal Company's mines^ 2J miles south-west 
of Meyersdale, the limestone is extensively quarried. The bot- 
tom of the limestone is at this point 160 feet above the Pitts- 
burg coal bed. The opening shows the following measure- 
ment: 

Surface. 

Impure fire olaj and slaty shale 2' 0"-f 

Coal 10" 

Parting O' 01' 

Coal 2' 4" 

Fireclay O' 2" 

Clay shale 0* 11" 

Limestone 8' 0" 

Total 14' 8^" 
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The full thickness of the limestone bed is not shown, but it 
is apparently of the average size. 

The coal bed is filled with small wedgies of slate. 

The upper limestone is opened and worked on the Beechley 
farm^ one mile west of the Keystone mines. The quarry shows 
(the measurement being made by Mr. C. A. Young) as fol- 
lows: 

Black slates. 

Poor limestone 1' 

Slate r 

Poor limestone 1' 

Slate r 

Coal 2' 

Fire clay shale 1' 0" to 1 

Limestone not seen to bottom. 



6" 
0" 
0" 
0" 
0" 
6' 



Total 8' 0" 

The same limestone is opened on the north bank of Grassy 
run, above the Graham mine, and showed of full size as at the 
quarries already described above. 

This is the last appearance of the upper limestone. From 
the north end of the basin to this point, a distance of 4J miles, 
it is always found wherever the hills are high enough to take 
it in. It is a regular bed, of excellent character, and averages 
fully ten feet of limestone. 

For convenience of reference, and at the same time to illus- 
trate the wide variation in the character of the limestones of 
the Salisbury Basin, the analyses are grouped together below. 
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Carbonate of lime 


85.732 
5.098 

j 2.871 

.104 
.037 

6*.226* 


69.160 

15.536 

3.935 

1.366 

.046 

.017 

9.736' 


86.626 
6.152 

|l.825 

093 
.023 


64.706 
2.156 
4.274 
1.700 
2.431 
.761 
2.602 

20.660 


55.589 


Carbonate of magnesia 

Carbonate of iron 


14.225 
6.835 


Alumina 


2.886 


Kulphur 


.185 


Phosphorus 


.032 


Carbonaceous matter 




Insoluble residue 


19.800 



Xo. 1, Saylor(Uniontown) Limestone, 160' above Pittsburg 
coal bed. 

^o. 2. Saylor (Sewickley) Limestone, 90' above 
coal bed. 

No. 3. Manasses Beachy (Redstone) Limestone, 
Pittsburg coal bed. 



Pittsburg 
30' above 
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No. 4. Flickinger (Little Pittsburg) Limestone, 50' below 
Pittsburg coal bed. 

No 5. Yoder (Elk Lick) Limestone, 215' below Pittsburg 
coal bed. 

AMOUNT OF COAL IN THB BASIN. 

The cross section of the basin (Plate IV) shows: 

1. The Lower Productive Coal beds, starting down from 
the crest of the Allegheny Mountain and Negro Mountain, oc- 
cupy above water level only the foothills of the mountains for 
a distance of about one and one-half miles down from the crest. 
At that point they pass beneath the Lower Barren Measures. 

The sketch shows the Lower Barren Measures with their un- 
derlying Lower Productive coals, passing under the Upper Pro- 
ductive Coal system of the central plateau, where alone the 
Pittsburg Coal Bed is found. The large map (Plate XVIII) 
shows the rising out of the basin to the north and south, and 
with the cross section (Plate IV) illustrates the canoe-sbaped 
synclinal 

The facts as given above indicate the method of computa- 
tion used in making some estimates of the total coal tonnage, 
above and below water level, now lying in the Salisbury Basin. 

The Lower Coals. 

The amount of coal to be yielded by the lower coals scarcely 
needs at this time any extended notice. In view of the small 
cost at which coal can be mined from the Pittsburg coal bed 
in the centre of the basin, there is but little inducement to at- 
tack the smaller and more parted coal beds of the Lower Sys- 
tem. 

The basin holds of these latter coalSj above water levels a belt 
along the Allegheny Mountain about one mile wide and nine 
miles long from the Maryland line to Flaugherty'srun ; and the 
same amount on the flank of Negro Mountain, in all about 18 
square miles, or 11,520 acres. 

Each foot of coal yields, in gross, 1,600 tons to the acre. 

There are apparently in this region three workable beds of 
coal in the Lower Productive system. It has been already 
shown how little they have been picked into and how difficult 
it was to secure sufficient reliable measurements to enable an 
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average to be made of the available coal in the different beds. 
When the coals are more completely opened the calculations 
can easily be made on the above basis of acreage. 

The total acreage of coal below water levels on the lower beds, 
would be about 86 square miles or 23,040 acres in all. The 
depth of the lowest coal below the sur£EU^ varies from zero 
at the outcrop to a maximum depth of about 600 to 700 feet in 
the centre of the basin. In view of the enormous amount of 
these coals to be found above water level and economically 
available, this deep lying coal has but little prospect of being 
mined for many years to come. 

The Lower Barren Measure Coals. 

These coal beds may be dismissed as practically worthless, 
except perhaps the Elk Lick coal bed found 200 feet below the 
Pittsburg coal bed. This coal has been worked in the past, 
and is reported as a " 4 foot bed.*' It is not now opened for 
measurement in any part of the basin. The area covered by 
it is about 9,000 acres. It outcrops all around the central 
ridge of the basin, and is nearly everywhere accessible and well 
situated for mining. 

The Pittshury Coal Bed. 

The area covered by the Pittsburg Coal Bed naturally sub- 
divides itself into three parts. 

1. The area lying between the north end of the basin and 
Grassy run. 

2. The area between Grassy run and Tubmill run. 

3. The area between Tubmill run and the Maryland line. 

1. From the North End of Grassy Run. 

The outcrop line of the Pittsburg Coal Bed is shown in the 
topographical map accompanying this report (Plate XVIII). 
This line has been carefully run out instrumentally. Part of the 
work was done when snow was on the ground, and this may 
render the crop line not absolutely exact at some points ; but 
such variation must be very slight. 

Starting with the eastern line of the outcrop of the coal on 
the north end of the Saylor hill, at the north end of the basin, 
the outcrop line runs round south-westward up the small ra- 
vine of Saylor's run to the J. Saylor Mine on the west side of 
Saylor run. Turning just above the mine the outcrop runs 
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back to the north-east on the east side of Baylor run, and round- 
ing the point of the hill comes out into the west bank of 
the Castleman river. 

Running along south-westward on the bank of the river, the 
coal is found opened at the M'Conkey and Chris. Livengood 
mines. It continues along the river front until it enters the 
broad valley of a small run upon which the Cumberland and 
Elk Lick Coal Company are now working extensively. The 
outcrop follows up the north bank of the run for fully one 
mile, then turns and comes back upon the south bank, out on 
to the Castleman river again. 

Following up the west bank of the Castleman, the coal is 
found opened and extensively worked by the Keystone Coal 
Company. Thence the outcrop follows up the river, around a bold 
promontory, goes up a small valley, and then enters the broad 
and deep valley of Grassy run. This valley cuts the basin 
through, and makes a heavy deduction from the coal acreage. 

The coal is found opened at Graham's mine on the north 
bank of the run. From here, keeping on the north side, it fol- 
lows the sinuosities of the numerous small forks of Grassy 
run, and finally comes out to daylight on the west side of the 
basin. 

This western line of outcrop runs north- eastward in a toler- 
ably straight line, broken, of course, by occasional ravines, 
none of which are either broad or deep, passes close to Mechan- 
icsburg, where it is opened at the Yoder mine, keeps along the 
east bank of Elk Lick creek, and runs on steadily to the north- 
east until it rounds the hill and comes to the point of starting 
on the north point of Baylor's hill, at the north end of the 
basin. 

As will be seen by referring to the map, there are two almost 
separate hill tops of the coal on Grassy run, which, though con- 
nected, are yet separate for any question of mining ; and there 
is the third unbroken area from these hills to the north end of 
the basin. The acreage of coal is : 

Acres. 
First Grawy Hin 231.4 

SeoondOrassy iiiU 88.8 

Grassy run to moath of Elk Lick 2,468.5 

ToUl acreage 2,788.7 

7— HHH. 
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Estimating the coal at 8 feet thick through this region, op 
say 12,000 tons to the acre (in gross) would give 33,000,000 
tons of coal in the Pittsburg coal bed in this northern and 
northern middle part of the basin. There are, of course, places 
where no such amount of merchantable coal will be yielded by 
the bed ; and there must be deducted a heavy loss of coal in 
mining. But even with these deductions there is an enormous 
amount of coal tonnage to come out of this section. 

Throughout all this northern part of the basin the conditions 
are very favorable for mining. The deep cutting ravines and 
the outcrop on the Castleman afford abundant opportunities for 
attacking the coal cheaply at almost any point where it may be 
desirable to open a colliery. 

2. From Grassy Run to Tubmill Run. 

Between Grassy run and Tubmill run there are two separate 
hills holding the Pittsburg coal bed, the Jas. Keim hill and the 
Keim and Livengood hill. The upper limestone is entirely 
absent from this region, much of the hill top has been carried 
off, and the Pittsburg coal bed scarcely covers one-half of the 
area enclosed between the streams. 

Keim and Livengood Hill. — Starting the outcrop line on the 
point of the Keim and Livengood hill, on the Castleman river 
just south of Grassy run, the crop line follows up the Castle- 
man on its west bank, and is opened at Keim and Livengood 's 
mine in beautiful condition. The outcrop continues up the 
river for nearly a mile, gradually drawing farther from the 
bank, and at that point suddenly leaves the river entirely and 
strikes west across the basin. It makes a crenulated, but in the 
main tolerably direct line, to the west side, near the head of 
Grassy run, then turns sharply and follows down Grassy run, 
on the south side of the valley, and except for slight indenta- 
tions caused by small branches of the run, keeps straight to the 
starting point on the Keim and Livengood hill. The acreage 
of this area in the Keim and Livengood hill is 461.7 acres. 

The bed runs fully 10 or 11 feet thick through this section. 
With 12,000 gross tons to the acre as before, the coal held in 
the Pittsburg bed in this hill would amount in all to five and 
a half million tons. From this there should be deducted out- 
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crop coal and loss in mining to estimate the actual output of 
coal to come from this area. 

Jos. Keim Sill. — On the hill south of this last outcrop line, 
separated from it by only an interval of 100 yards, on the Jos. 
Keim place, two miles north-west of Salisbury, there is an egg 
shaped patch of the Pittsburg coal bed, holding in all S6.8 acres. 

The cover on the bed is sufficient to secure good sound coal ; 
but the area is scarcely sufficient to establish a colliery. It 
will doubtless yield in the aggregate much coal for local use ; 
but as it will not probably be shipped out of the basin, the 
tonnage need not be estimated. 

3. From Tuhmill Run to the Maryland State Line. 

In the region between Tubmill run and the Maryland line 
there are three separate areas of the Pittsburg Coal Bed. The 
basin is here rising rapidly to the south-west, and the effect is 
to bring the outcrop closer to the hilltop and finally shoot it 
out to daylight. 

The Wilhelm Hill. — The first area is in the Wilhelm hill. 
The outcrop is found opened up in beautiful condition at the 
Wilhelm mine on Tubmill run, IJ miles west of Salisbury. 
From this mine the outcrop sweeps around to the east, is 
opened up on the adjoining place, (Beachy,) and after circling 
around comes back to its starting point, enclosing in all an oval 
shaped area of 122.6 acres. 

The cover over this is abundant, the coal in splendid condi- 
tion full 10 feet thick, and the conditions are very favorable 
for getting the coal out cheaply. 

At 12,000 tons gross to the acre, as before, the total tonnage 
of coal held in this hill by the Pittsburg coal bed, would be 
one and one-half millions of tons in all. 

In the A. P. Beachy hill^ one-third of a mile south of the 
south out-crop of Wilhelm hill, on the A. P. Beachy place, 
there is an oval shaped hill holding in all of the Pittsburg 
coal bed 35.2 acres. 

The cover is good, but the area is too small for a colliery ; 
though it will yield much coal for local use. 

In the M. J. Beachy hill, three miles south-west from Salis- 
bury, at the extreme south-west end of the basin, there is an 
irregularly oval shaped area of Pittsburg coal bed. The M. J* 
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Beachy and S. P. Miller mines are opened on the outcrop and 
show the coal in full thickness of ten feet and in fine order. 
The total area enclosed in the outcrop line is 170.2 acres. 

The cover is good, and the conditions are favorable for min- 
ing. 

Taking 12,000 gross tons of merchantable coal to the acre 
would yield for this M. J. Beachy hill the amount of 2,000,000 
tons of coal held in the Pittsburg coal bed.* 

The resum6 of the total acreage of the Pittsburg coal bed 
in the Salisbury basin is as follows : 

1. Grassy Run to north end of Basin — 

First Grassy run hm 231.4 

Second Grassy run hill 88 .0 

Grassy run to North End 2,468 .5 

2,788.7 

2. Grassy run to Tubmill run — 

Keim and Livengood hill 461 .7 

Joseph Keim hill 36.8 

498.5 

3. Tubmill run to Maryland line — 

Wilhelmhill 122.6 

A. P. Beeohyhill 35.2 

M. J. Beeohy hill 170 .2 

828.0 

Grand total acreage 3, 616 .2 

It needs no elaboration of these figures to show that the 
most valuable part of the basin, and that to be depended on 
for extensive shipments of coal, lies between the north end of 
the basin and Grassy run. 

Tlie Pittsburg Limestone Group. 

Wherever throughout the basin the hills rise 90 feet above 
the Pittsburg coal bed, the middle limestoae, 8 feet thick, can 
be opened ; and wherever the hills rise 155 feet above the coal, 
the upper or Great Limestone, 10 to 12 feet thick, can be 
opened. These conditions obtain over so large a part of the 
basin as to make the amount of limestone so great as not to 
need estimation in tons. 



*These oalcniationR have been made by Mr. R. H. Sanders firom his topo- 
graphical map of the basin, Plate XVIII. 
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CHARACTER OF THE COAL. <*'\. 

In general character the coal from the Pittsburg bod. in the 
Salisbury basin resembles the coal coming from the -mipt^ bed 
in the Cumberland basin, and resembles even more closely.the 
coal yielded by one of the beds of the Lower Productivie Coal 
Measures in the Clearfield region. For convenience of coin- 
[)arison some analyses of coals from these regions are tabulated' 
below : 

Pittsburg Bed in the Salisbury Basin. 

Water. 1.385 1.050 1.665 1.680 

Volatile matter 21.470 19.610 22.350 21.010 

Fixed carbon 69.352 70.239 68.774 69.016 

Sulphur .763 .761 1.246 .764 

Ash 7.030 8.340 6.966 7.630 

100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 
Coke 77.145 79.340 75.915 77.810 

* Pittsburg Bed in the Cumberland Basin. 

Moisture 0.669 0.446 0.893 3.125 

Volatile matter 14.984 15.532 15.622 14.168 

Fixed carbon 76.264 76.688 74.280 68.438 

Sulphur 0.714 

Ash 8.083 7.334 9.296 14.933 

100.000 110.000 100.000 100.000 
Coke 84.347 84.022 83.685 85.829 

Clearfield Coals. 

Water 0.810 0.780 0.710 0.765 

Vohitile matter 20.640 21.680 23.400 20.090 

Fixed carbon 74.023 73.052 72.218 74.779 

Sulphur .507 .688 .632 .666 

Ash 4.020 8.800 8.140 3.700 

100.000 100.000 100.000 100.000 
Coke 78.550 77.540 75.890 79.146 

The experiments of Prof. Johnson as to the calorific effi- 
ciency of different fuels showed that as a steam raising coal the 
Cumberland coal ranked ^r^^ 

The similarity of the Salisbury coal to that yielded from the 
Cumberland basin is sufficiently great to render it sure that for 
all steam raising purposes it should take a high rank. Al- 
ready some 300 to 400 tons daily, about 100,000 tons yearly, 
are being shipped from the basin for steam coal. 

♦ Analyses by Prof. Walter R. Johnson. 
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The pafcw^age of sulphur runs very low on the average ; 
and the.ijoa'f is an efficient and clean fuel for puddling furnaces 
and rplHng mills. 

Specific Oravity of the Coals. 

Mr.' A. S. M'Creath determined the specific gravity of the 
co'dis to be as follows : 

'.••/ Saylor Hill coal, Pittsburg bed 1.S87 1.892 

r// Wilhelm mine, Pittsburg bed 1 .363 

M. J. Beaohy's mine, Pittsburg bed 1 .312 

The specific gravities of six specimens of Cumberland coal 
are (Johnson) : 

1.431 
1.337 
1.307 
1.313 
1.332 
1.414 

The specific gravities are very close to those of the Salisbury 
coals. 

It may therefore be said of the Salisbury coal from the Pitts- 
burg bed that one solid cubic foot of coal will weigh from 82 
to 86 pounds ; and one cubic foot of mined coal from 51 to 53 
pounds. 

IRON ORES. 

The carbonate iron ores of the Lower Productive System 
have been described in the resume of those measures. In the 
Lower Barren Measures and the Upper Productive Coal Meas- 
ures, the amount of carbonate iron ore so far showing is en- 
tirely unimportant. 

In the Barren Measures no regular deposit of consequence 
was seen. At several points there are numerous iron ore balls, 
in some cases closely wedged for a short distance, but nothing 
which from its outcrop show could be called a regular, continu- 
ous, and workable iron ore bed. 

In the Upper Productive Measures the sections on Tubraill 
run, and at Livengood and Keim's mine, show several layers 
of carbonate iron ore ; but always as balls, or in thin or irregu- 
lar beds. These, of course, are also only seen on their outcrop, 
and the outcrop ofters no special reason to anticipate any valu- 
able deposit at these points. 
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The opening up of the outcrops, especially the most impor- 
tant one in the Lower Productive Measures, is well worthy 
of attention. The cheapness of the excellent coal, and the 
abundance and accessibility of the limestone, need only to be 
supplemented by an abundance of carbonate iron ore to give 
the basin great natural advantages in making iron cheaply. 

RAILROAD ROUTES TO MARKET. 

The present routes for shipment of the Salisbury coal to 
market, are 

Miles. 

1. From mines on the Salisbury and Baltimore Railroad 

to the junction with the Pittsburg, Washington and 
Baltimore Railroad, - - - - - 1 to 4 

This may be averaged at the distance from Salisbury to 
the junction, say ------ 6 

2. Salisbury Railroad Junction at Meyersdale via the Pitts- 

burg and Baltimore Railroad. 

To Pittsburg, 110 

Add to Junction, - 6 



Salisbury mines to Pittsburg^ - • - 116 

3. Salisbury Railroad Junction via Pittsburg, Washington 
:*nd Baltimore Railroad. 
To Cumberland, ----- 39 

Cumberland to Baltimore via Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road, ---... 178 
Add to Junction, - - - . 6 



Salisbury mines to Baltimore^ - - - 223 
4. Salisbury Railroad Junction to Bridgeport via Pitts- 
burg, Washington and Baltimore Railroad, - 26 
Bridgeport to Mt. Dallas, Bedford and Bridgeport Rail- 
road, ...--. 28 
Mt. Dallas to Huntingdon, H. & B. T. R. R., - 44 
Huntingdon to Philadelphia, Penn'a. R. R., - 202 
Add to Junction, .... Q 



Salisbury mines to Philadelphia, - - 306 
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The Salisbury and Baltimore Railroad is now running from 
the junction of the Pittsburg and Connelisville Railroad, near 
Meyersdale, to the Cumberland and Elk Lick Company's mine. 
It needs only a few miles more^ (the grading and masonry are 
already done, and only the iron is needed) to carry the road to 
Grassy Run. This, with short branches up the small runs, will 
afford an outlet for nearly all the coal between the north end 
of the basin and Tubmill Run. 

The Pittsburg bed should yield to good mining from 9,000 
to 10,000 tons of coal to the acre wherever the coal is in full 
size and condition ; and when it is considered that an annual 
yield of one million tons would exhaust yearly only one hun- 
dred acres of the coal area, it is plain that many years must 
elapse before the coal from the Pittsburg bed in the Salisbury 
Basin is likely to be worked out. 



PART II. 



SECOND SUB-DIVISION 

OF THB 

FIRST BITUMIlfOUS COAL BASIN. 

IN 

SOMERSET COUNTY. 



CHAPTER VL 

The Viaduct Anticlinal Axis in Somerset County j including also 
a description of the General Features of the Somerset Sui-Basin. 

The eastern margin of the Somerset sub-basin is Negro 
Mountain, already described. The western boundary line of 
the same basin is the Viaduct axis, the first anticlinal sub-axis 
west of the Allegheny Mountain in Clearfield and Cambria 
counties, but which, in consequence of the interposition of Ne- 
gro Mountain, becomes in Somerset county the second anticlinal 
sub-axis of the First Great Bituminous Basin. 

To simplify matters, and to avoid any possible confusion, the 
name Viadu/^axis^ an eminently appropriate one, and accorded 
to it years ago by Messrs Hodge and Lesley, is retained 
throughout this report. By this name, moreover, it was de- 
scribed in the Report of Progress for Cambria County,* in 
which it was shown to be simply a continuation south-west- 
ward of the first anticlinal sub-axis of Clearfield county.f 

After crossing the Conemaugh river seven miles south-east 
of Johnstown, at the Big Viaduct, from which locality 
its name is derived, this important anticlinal runs through a 

*Report HH, Second Geological Survey of Pennsylvania. 

♦Report fl, 1874. 

[HHH. 105] 
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high and uncultivated section of country, and reappears on 
Stony creek, which it crosses between Kriug's mill and the 
mouth of Paint creek. In this interval, a distance of about 
ten miles on an air line, the axis leans south-westward along 
its strike, a fact demonstrated very clearly by accurate instru- 
mental levels. 

Thus the surface of the water at the Viaduct is 1,376 feet 
above mean tide, Atlantic ocean, while the surface of Stony 
creek at the Red Bridge is only 1,222 feet above the same da- 
tura, according to Mr. Peelor's levels ; a difference of 154 feet. 

The bed of the Conemaugh at the Viaduct, is at the base 
of Formation XI, (Mauch Chunk Red Shale,) whereas only 
a portion of this formation is above water level on Stony 
creek at the centre of the anticlinal. How much of XI has 
been uncovered at this latter place cannot, unfortunately, be 
definitely ascertained, owing to the total lack of exposures in 
the gap, the country being a wilderness and the surface of the 
high slopes covered deep with surface soil and debris. 

But assuming in the absence of details that even the whole 
of Formation XI is above water level in the Stony Creek gap, 
and allowing 30 feet — a liberal allowance — for rise in the stream 
between the Red Bridge and the centre of the anticlinal, there 
still remains a difference of 124 feet between the Conemaugh 
and Stony creek levels, which can only be explained by a steady 
decline in the axis to the south-west along its strike or central 
line. 

Moreover, the steady sinking has necessarily effected some 
important changes in the economic geology of the country, 
that can be best and most easily observed along the top of the 
high land which marks the run of the axis. At the Viaduct 
the Great Conglomerate forms the centre of the arch high 
above the water, thus thrusting even the lowermost beds of the 
Lower Productive coal series into the air at this point ; but in 
following south-west along the even top of the axis, this great 
sandrock deposit (Formation XII, the Pottsville Conglom- 
erate,) slowly sinks from sight, the coal beds of the Lower 
series coming in one by one to cross the arch, under cover, un- 
til at Stony creek the entire group seems to be represented in 
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the hill-tops, and the Pottsville Conglomerate shows only in 
the sides of the gap, where its outcrop is very plainly visible. 

In this interval the general elevation of the axial ridge has 
diminished somewhat, which would tend to show that the actual 
fall of the anticlinal is in excess of 124 feet, a fact already 
hinted above ; the true amount of fall is doubtless twice the lat- 
ter figure, and perhaps even more. 

Following the anticlinal still further southward into Somer- 
set county a continued decline in the direction of the strike is 
noticeable. This brings the coals down from their high posi- 
tions at the Red Bridge, and slowly but regularly they disap- 
pear in turn beneath the surface, the Lower Barren rocks pil- 
ing up gradually on top of the axis until, in the vicinity of 
Davidsville, probably as much as 100 feet of these measures 
sweep across the anticlinal axis. 

The disturbance along the axial line does not exceed in this 
locality a broad roll in the rocks, and the ridge representing 
the axis, though still distinguishable above the general surface, 
is no longer the marked feature in the topography of the coun- 
try that it is north-east of the Red Bridge in Cambria county, 
and throughout the lower portion of Somerset county, especially 
south of the Castleman river, where it is of equal height with 
Laurel Hill and Negro Mountain ; with which latter anticlinal 
it seems ultimately to coalesce after crossing the Maryland 
State line. 

The Viaduct axis is at its lowest point in the latitude of Da- 
vidsville ; thence it rises slowly but steadily southwest ward, 
as will be shown presently from the levels. 

In the vicinity of Davidsville the dip is very gentle north- 
west and south-east from the anticlinal, the incline of the axis 
to the south-west being fully as great at the mouth of Shade 
creek, as the normal dip to the south-east. This is very hand- 
somely shown along Stony creek, between Faust's mills at the 
mouth of Shade Creek and the mouth of the Quemahoning, 
where the south-west incline ceases altogether, and the axis 
begins slowly to rise in the same direction. The course of 
Stony creek, in the short interval above indicated, is a north- 
easterly and south-westerly one, and Bed D, at Meyer's mine, a 
short distance above the mouth of Shade creek, is 130 feet by 
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barometer above the water, while at Eash's mine, one mile fur- 
ther up stream, the same coal, with the Ferriferous limestone, 
is found only 40 feet above the channel of Stony creek, a de- 
scent of 90 feet in one mile, or a 1° incline. 

From this point south-west the run of the axis for over three 
miles is nearly parallel to the Quemahoning, its course keeping 
it within about a mile and a-half of the creek. It passes a 
short distance east of Stanton's mills, and shortly afterwards 
crosses the main branch of the Quemahoning creek at Mor- 
gan's woolen mill. 

The axis at this place is unmistakable, the reverse dips being 
very decided. Moreover, the axis is plainly indicated by the 
topography, its course being here marked by a broad belt of 
high forest land. The top of the ridge is fully 2,000 feet above 
tide level, and bears only the lowest coals on its back. 

As much as 100 feet of Formation XII is uncovered in the 
Quemahoning gap of the Viaduct axis. At Morgan's mills, 
the hills enclose the stream closely, rising about 300 feet above 
it, and including the Lower Freeport coal bed, which has 
been found on the rugged slope to the east of the mill. 

In the absence of accurate levels throughout this section of 
country, those obtained by means of a reliable aneroid must be 
accepted for such purposes as they are required ; and allowing 
a wide margin for possible error, these levels show that the top 
of the Conglomerate (XII) is 200 feet higher at Morgan's mills 
than it is close to the centre of the anticlinal east of Davids- 
ville. This is a very significant fact, and shows that within 
the distance just named, the anticlinal is rising to the south- 
west at the rate of about 35 feet to the mile, an incline of 
about J^. 

The close relationship existing between the condition of the 
surface, and the rise and fall of the Conglomerate, has already 
been shown. 

An opportunity is afforded along the'top of the axis, between 
Davidsville and Morgan's mills, to observe the directness of 
this relationship, and the gradual changes produced in the face 
of the country by the approach of the Conglomerate to the sur- 
face ; while further south, along the top of the same axis, be- 
tween Morgan's mills and the Castleman river, an additional 
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opportunity is afibrded to notice the opposite effects, namely, 
those produced by a sinking anticlinal, carrying the Conglom- 
erate downwards and burying it beneath a pile of softer rocks 
which furnish, by their disintegration, a smooth and kindly soil. 

From Morgan's mills the axis is easily followed across the 
Jennerville turnpike, passing a short distance west of Mr. Zim- 
man's house ; it next runs through the upland of Somerset 
township, passing about one mile east of Sipesville and crosses 
the Somerset and Bedford pike close to the village of La- 
vansville, three miles west of the town of Somerset. 

The axis is here plainly discernable as a well defined ridge 
of somewhat irregular outline, but rising neverthless promi- 
nently above the surrounding country, and reaching an eleva- 
tion of at least 2,200 feet above the sea. 

At Lavansville it is covered deep with Barren Measure rocks, 
and the Lower Productive coal beds are far below the surface, 
in which condition the axis continues nearlv as far as the Cas- 
tleman river, crossing this latter stream between Shoo Fly tun- 
nel and Fort Hill. 

Between Lavansville and the Castleman, the run of the axis 
is somewhat obscure, although it forms the high glade land on 
the top of which is situated the village of New Oentreville, 
the anticlinal running probably underneath the village, or 
within a few hundred yards of it. 

After crossing Middle creek, below New Oentreville, the 
axis is next seen on the Castleman at the point above indicated ; 
and it shows here not as one broad symmetrical arch, but consists 
rather of a series of irregular rolls, which seem to prevail with 
varying intensity from Pinkerton tunnel to Fort Hill station, 
where a decided north-west dip sets in and carries the rocks 
slowly downwards into the Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin. 

Where the Castleman cuts through the Viaduct axis, the 
river flows in a deep gap, in which, at the centre of the anticli- 
nal, the Great Conglomerate of No. XII, (Pottsville Conglom- 
erate,) forms ''a gigantic tessellated pavement for the river, from 
which rise cliffs upon each shore of thinly bedded sandstone, 
the bases of the lofty walls that support the cultivated up- 
land*/^ 

•Rogers' FiDal Report of 185S. 
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In this gap, the height of the top of the Conglomerate 
(XII) above tide level, at the centre of the anticlinal, can again 
be ascertained by means of the railroad levels. The central 
point of the axis cannot be precisely located on the Castleman, 
but it is certainly known within a half mile where the anti- 
clinal crosses the river, the rocks being there horizontal, or 
nearly so. 

At Shoo Fly tunnel, the top of the Piedmont sandstone (top 
of Formation XII) is 1,600 feet above mean tide, Atlantic 
ocean ; this is about one-third of a mile east of the anticlinal 
arch, and allowing fifty feet for rise in the rocks between Shoo 
Fly and the arch, there is still a difference of 150 feet between 
this level and that obtained at Morgan's mills. It is perfectly 
obvious, not only from these levels, but from the condition of 
the top of the axis as well, that the anticlinal falls south-west 
along its strike from Morgan's mills ; but it is thought that this 
fall continues only as far as New Centreville, from whence it 
is believed to rise slowly, but at the Castleman has not regained 
in elevation what was lost in running from Morgan's mills to 
New Centreville. This may be incorrect so far as it relates to 
the rise in the axis from New Centreville, but that there is a 
decline along the anticlinal between Morgan's and the Castle- 
man, admits of no dispute. 

Thus far the Viaduct axis runs nearly parallel to Laurel 
Hill ; but in tracing it southward, across the Castleman, into 
Addison township, we soon find a startling change not only in 
the strike, but in the whole condition of the anticlinal. In a 
a word we find it running nearly due south, and rising in that 
direction at the rate of about 130 feet to the mile. The effect 
of all this is apparent. With Negro Mountain maintaining its 
regular strike of S. 40° W., the change in the course of the 
Viaduct axis from S. 40° W. to due south is manifestly to 
cause the mountains to approach each other rapidly, and thus 
decrease the width of the enclosed synclinal trough. 

At the Marj-land line the two axes are only four miles apart, 
and the topography of Garrett county in Maryland, as broadly 
laid down in Walling's Atlas of this latter State, shows that 
the approach is further continued in Maryland, and that these 
two anticlinal axes (Viaduct and Negro Mountain) finally co- 
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alesce before reaching the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The 
point of junction is at Roman Nose, where the Allegheny 
Mountain also seems to join with the uniting anticlinals of 
Negro Mountain and the Viaduct or Winding Ridge, by which 
name the latter axis is known not only in Maryland, but also in 
Addison township of Somerset county. 

Here this subject must be left for tbe present; the important 
and highly interesting question of the condition and structure 
of the First Great Bituminous Basin in Maryland and West 
Virginia — whether it exists there as one broad synclinal ex- 
tending from the Allegheny Mountain to Laurel Hill, or whether 
these boundary lines have not in part been modified, and the 
basin intersected by subordinate anticlinal rolls, of which in 
Pennsylvania no perceptible trace remains, are subjects for fu- 
ture discussion. 

This whole matter, however, replete with difiiculties which 
are not lessened by the wildness of the region, is now receiv- 
ing careful and thorough investigation from Prof. Stevenson. 

The rapid rise of the Viaduct anticlinal along its central line, 
between the Castleman river and the Maryland border, has 
been referred to. The effect of this rise on the top^gra- 
phy, geology and general condition of the country is necessa- 
rily very marked. In a space of eight miles, high hills are el- 
. evated into mountain ridges ; the Barren Measures and Lower 
Productive coal rocks are pushed into the air not only along 
the mountain top, but over the whole valley, and a smooth glade 
land with easy rolling slopes in a high state of cultivation, is 
converted into a rugged wilderness rendered untillable by the 
outcrop of the Pottsville Conglomerate. 

The Viaduct axis crosses White's creek near Waas' saw mill, 
about two miles south-east of the village of Listonville. Tlie 
gap at this place is one of the handsomest in the Bituminous 
coal regions, being an almost straight cut westward through the 
ridge, the sides of which rise precipitously for nearly 800 feet 
into the air. 

At the centre of the anticlinal in this gap a portion of For- 
mation X is above water level, but Formations XI and XII 
make up the greater part of the gap. The anticlinal is en- 
tirely regular, and consists of one broad arch. 
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With the White's creek gap, close to the Maryland line, the 
description of the Viaduct axis in Pennsylvania ends. This 
axis has now been followed step by step across the several 
creeks and rivers from the Moshannon to the Mason and Dixon 
line, and throughout nearly all this distance has been shown 
to have a strike parallel to that of the Allegheny Mountain 
and Laurel Hill ; and it has just been shown by a series of accu- 
rate levels how this Viaduct axis rolls along its central line in 
Somerset county, where unusual facilities for such study are of- 
fered in the numerous gaps of the anticlinal. It may be useful 
to here tabulate these levels for more convenient reference, the 
top of the Conglomerate (XII) being a common horizon and 
used in each case : 

Levels of top of XII along Viaduct Axis. 

Conemaugh Viaduct, (Cambria county,) above tide .,. . 1,800' 

Stony creek, (Somerset county,) 1,600' 

Davidsville 1,600* 

Morgan's mills. Quo mahoning oreek 1,800* 

Castleman river, Fort Hill 1,660' 

National road, Maryland line, top of Winding Ridge.. 2,800* 

It is manifest from the above description of the Viaduct an- 
ticlinal, and from the description of Negro Mountain in Chap- 
ter I of this volume, that the Somerset sab-basin must diminish 
steadily in width going south-west through Somerset county. 

At the Cambria county line the Negro Mountain axis has al- 
most disappeared, and the limits of the basin are the same as 
in Cambria county, namely, from the Allegheny Mountain 
to the summit of the Viaduct axis; but as Negro Moun- 
tain slowly diverges from the Allegheny Mountain, it stead- 
ily encroaches on the Somerset sub-basin, reducing its width 
from ten miles at the Cambria line, to seven miles in the 
latitude of Somerset, and the rapid convergence south of 
the Castleman river, of the Negro Mountain and the Viaduct 
axis, (Winding ridge,) reduces this distance finally to about Z\ 
miles, the width of basin at the Maryland State line. This 
fact is more clearly expressed on the Somerset county map, 
(Plate XVII,) on which the anticlinals are laid down. 

The Somerset sub-basin derives its name from the county 
seat, which is situated near the centre of the Basin, and about 
midway between Cambria county and the Mason and Dixon 
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line. In addition, the basin contains the following towns and 
villages, of which, however, only the more important are here 
enumerated : Scalp Level, on the Cambria county line ; Hoo- 
versville ; Stanton's Mills ; Stoystown ; New Centreville, and 
Mineral Point. South of the Castleman river the basin is an 
almost unbroken wilderness, but contains one small thrifty set- 
tlement, known as Peck's Corner, situated near the top of Ne- 
gro Mountain, in the shales of Formation XI. 

In the neighborhood of Stoystown, and elsewhere along the 
synclinal or central line of the Basin, a sufficient depth is at- 
tained to include a large amount of the Barren Measures over- 
lying the Lower Productive Coal Measures ; but the Great 
Pittsburg bed, overlying the Barren Measures, is nowhere rep- 
resented in the Basin. And the Barren Measure coals, so far 
as these are included in the Basin, seem to possess no economic 
value. But of the Lower Productive group there is a vast ex- 
panse above water level in this Somerset sub-basin, as well as a 
large amount below water level covered up by the Barren 
Measure rocks. The basin is, however, deeply furrowed by a 
number of large and important streams, which render accessi- 
ble the greater part of the coal, ore, clay and limestone con- 
tained in the rocks composing the trough. Of these streams, 
the more important are the Castleman river, and Stony, Shade 
and Quemahoning creeks. These valleys, together with all the 
principal smaller valleys opening into them are described in de- 
tail further on, and to these pages the reader is referred for par- 
ticulars. 

The Lower Productive group may be said to stretch uninter 
ruptedly from the Cambria county line to the Castleman river, 
arching over the anticlinals which confine the Basin, and 
spreading out into the troughs to the east and west. This con- 
tinues with great regularity as far south as the Castleman river, 
where the entire group is present at the synclinal. But south 
of the river, the uplift of the whole trough has exposed it to 
much sharper denudation, and the coal rocks have been swept 
away from nearly all of this portion of the basin. The Pro- 
ductive Coal Measures cross the river, but thin out rapidly to 
the south-west, and ultimately disappear entirely, leaving this 
8— HHH. 
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section almost destitute of fuel. At a number of points in 
this region, notably, at Peck's Corner, the carboniferous lime- 
stone in XI is quarried in considerable quantities, the coal ne- 
cessary for calcining being brought from Salisbury at the west- 
ern base of the Allegheny Mountain. Portions of this lime- 
stone deposit produce an excellent lime both for plastering 
and agricultural purposes, which is in high repute. 

The Lower Productive coal rocks as developed in the Somer- 
set sub-basin possess a few features especially worthy of note. 
The first of these in importance is the Hooversville iron ore, 
which so far as it has yet been investigated, gives every indi- 
cation of existing in the form of a persistent band averaging 
perhaps two feet thick. Moreover, an analysis of this ore gave 
very favorable results, showing only a small amount of phos- 
phorus and sulphur. The analysis is given in full on a succed- 
ing page, together with a full description of the physical feat- 
ures of the bed, and its geological horizon. 

The coals of this basin are mainly thin, but m places are of 
good quality and of sufficient thickness to be mined with pro- 
fit along the avenues to market, if coal were actively in de- 
mand. 

The Freeport sandstone along Coxes' creek and along the 
Castleman assumes unusual prominence. This is due to its ab- 
normal thickness in the region indicated, and to the massive- 
ness of the deposit. Its outcrop forms high cliffs of heavy 
compact sandstone, frequently conglomeritic, that might very 
readily be mistaken for the Pottsville Conglomerate of Ko. 
XII. 

It is the Freeport sandstone outcropping on Kimberlin's run 
that forms the '^ Break Neck Rocks," a romantic spot in the 
vicinity of Somerset ; and it is this same sandstone that has 
laid waste a large part of Coxe's creek valley, and extending 
down into the Castleman country, has in many places filled the 
bed of the river with large boulders, while the same material 
frequently covers the hill slopes and renders them untillable. 
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CHAPTER Vii. 

Stony Vreek in the Somerset Sub-Basin. 

In the Stony creek gap of the Viaduct anticlinal axis, the 
bed of the stream for a considerable distance is in the Pottsville 
Conglomerate of XII. At the Red Bridge, near the western 
end of this gap, the rock is seen just above the water, dip 
ping north-west under the coal measures of the Johnstown 
Confluence sub-basin. At the centre of the anticlinal, in the 
neighborhood of Kring's mill, a portion of the Mauch Chunk 
Red Shale of Formation XI is probably above the bed of the 
creek, but this outcrop is concealed by surface soil and debris. 
Boulders of massive Conglomerate are here seen not only in the 
stream, but extending far up on the hillsides. Crossing the 
centre of the anticlinal axis, and ascending the bed of the creek 
into the Somerset sub-baain, the Conglomerate still remains 
above water level, the general course of the stream being for 
several miles nearly parallel to the strike of the rocks. 

The developments are almost entirely confined to the top of 
the high land skirting the creek. The surface of the country 
has been furrowed by numerous small streams which have ren- 
dered the coal more accessible. Going south-west scarcely any 
developments whatever are met with in the valley of Stony 
Creek until the neighborhood of Faust's mills has been reached. 

Faust's Mills. 

This is at the mouth of Shade creek. The extended roll in 
the rocks, sweeping south-west, which occurs in this vicinity, 
has elsewhere been briefly noticed. 

The Freeport coals occupy positions here high above the wa- 
ter level of Stony creek. 

Meyers' Mine, — The coal and limestone of Bed D are seen at 
Meyer^s Mine, about three quarters of a mile above the mouth 
of Shade creek. 
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The mine was opened on the western bank of Stony creek, a 
few hundred yards south-east of Mr. Mc3'er8' house. 

The coal bed is 130 feet by barometer above the creek, which 
here flows over heavy massive sandstone. The hillside on 
which the coal has been opened is steep, and in the interval 
between the mine and the creek, no well defined coal bench 
shows, but indications of coal are thought to have been detected 
about 50 feet above the water. 

Above the mine there are two benches at intervals which 
suggest the Freeport group. These benches were traced south- 
westward along the hillside, and were connected with the de- 
velopments on Mr. Eash's property described further on. 

In Meyers' mine, a gentle incline of the coal to the south- 
east is perceptible, the main gangway being driven north-west 
and rising slightly in that direcction. But the sinking to the 
south-west^ though abnormal, is far deeper and decidedly more 
important. 

The coal measured as follows in the mine : 

Sandstone, massive. 

Black slate 3' 0" 

Coal 3' 9" ^ 3' »" 

Slate 1' 0" 

Limestone 6' 0" 

The coal is hard, compact, and mines out in blocks. 

The limestone produces a reddish lime indicative of the iron 
contained in it. 

Between this mine, and the developments near the Bridge, 
about one mile west-south-west, no openings have been made, 
but the bed is easily traced on its downward course along the 
hillside, the interval between the coal and the creek gradually 
decreasing. 

In the vicinity of the bridge, the bed is worked on both sides 
of the stream. The coal shows in one solid breast 3J feet 
thick. The thin band of slate, almost invariably present near 
the bottom of this bed, has not yet made its appearance at 
Stoystown. But in going south-west from Stoystown this slate 
band grows steadily thicker, swelling out to a foot in thick- 
ness along the Castleman, and becoming a regular and recog- 
nizable feature of the bed. 
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Mr. William Trevorrow has opened up this coal on the east- 
ern bank of Stony creek, about two miles south-west of Da- 
vidsville. The mine is, by barometer, forty feet above the 
creek level at the Bridge. The coal is here provided with good 
cover, and as far as the gangway had been driven, the bed re- 
mained entirely regular. 

The work in Trevorrow's mine has been skillfully done, and 
the drift presents a handsome appearance. 

Xear the mouth of the opening a large kiln has recently 
been erected, in which it is proposed to calcine the limestone 
underlying the coal. 

Average specimens of the coal and limestone were forwarded 
to HaiTisburg and there yielded very satisfactory results on 
analysis. 

The coal contains little moisture and only a small amount 
of sulphur, (less than } of one per cent.) The ash is due to 
minute seams of slate running through the coal ; these knife 
edges of slate cannot be got rid of even by the most careful 
mining, and the percentage of ash cannot be reduced. But the 
amount of earthy matter in the coal is far from large, and 
the bed here yields a firm, compact and clean coal that will 
bear handling and transportation, and is admirably adapted 
for steam generating purposes, or for rolling mill use. The 
analysis is as follows (D. M'Creath): 

"Water at 2250 670 

Volatile matter 14 .530 

Fixed carbon 74 .800 

Sulphur 635 

Ash 9.365 

100.000 
Coke per cent, 84.800 ; color of ash, white. 

The coal has a dull lustre, generally, but has seams of bright 
crystalline coal running through it ; it is unusually compact, 
and seems usually free from pyrites." 

The analysis of the limestone, on which the coal rests, is 
equally good. It shows a great preponderance of carbonate 
of lime ; very little carbonate of magnesia (is therefore not 
dolomitic) ; only a small amount of alumina, and not enough 
carbonate of iron to interfere with its calcining easily. It will 
therefore produce in the kiln a good strong lime, well adapted 
for fertilizing purposes. 
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The analysis by Mr. A. S. M'Creath, shows the following 
constituents, and the proportions they bear to one another : 

'^Carbonate of lime 90 .644 

(.-arbonate of magnesia 2.1S4 

Curbonate of iron 1 .603 

Alumina 261 

Sulphur 464 

Phospliorus 013 

Insoluble residue 3 .860 

The limestone is hard, exceedingly brittle, with a conchoidal 
fracture, and of a bluish gray color." 

Edsh Mine, — The same coal bed is developed on the opposite 
side of Stony creek by Mr. Eash, in whose mine a fair meas- 
urement of the coal was obtained as follows : 

I'iff. 40. 
Black slate, firm and hard. ^^^^^^^^— 

^^^^^^1 

Slate in floor 

This bottom slate does not exceed a few inches in thickness, 
and is directly underlaid by the stratum of ferriferous lime- 
stone. 

Fifty feet above Eash's mine, a second scam of coal outcrops, 
said to be underlaid by 3 feet of impure limestone. This is 
bed ly ; and about 70 feet still higher, a well defined coal ter- 
race shows on the same hill. This bench is reported to be coal 
bearing, having once been opened, but the thickness of the bed 
is unknown. The Freeport group of coals is therefore present 
at this point, above water level, and occupies a favorable posi- 
tion in the hills for easy mining. 

A north-east rise in the rocks is plainly felt in Eash's mine, 
and the coal cannot be worked on a south-west course. 

Ascending the stream bed from this point, the Negro Moun- 
tain anticlinal is slowly approached. From the bridge the 
rocks rise very gently south-westward towards this anticlinal, 
the rise being about equivalent to the slope of the creek bed. 
Under ordinary circumstances the rocks would therefore re- 
main the same, or nearly so, in ascending the creek from the 
bridge for a few miles. This, however, is not the case. Lower 
rocks than those above water level in the vicinity of the bridge 
rise above the creels as Hooversville is approached. 
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Swank Mine. — Precisely the same coal bed that is mined by 
Messrs. Trevorrow and Eash close to the water level, near the 
mouth of the Quemahoning, is high above Stony creek at 
Swank's mine, one-half mile below Hooversville. In appear- 
ance, structure, thickness and general character the bed has 
undergone little change, but a thin though persistent band of slate 
is noticed for the first time in Mr, Swank's mine. 

In order to show this more clearly, the following measure- 
ment of the bed as exhibited in Mr. Swank's mine is re- 
produced : 

Sandstone roof. 

Coal,hard 3 0") 

Slato. 0' i" >4' 01" 

Coal 1' 0") 

Floor not seen. 

By barometrical measurement the opening is 112 feet above 
Stony creek. 

Between this point and Hooversville the coal has been opened 
at several places along its line of outcrop, the bed yielding in 
every instance full three feet of hard bright coal, underlaid by 
its usual attendant band of limestone. 

A mass of sandstone, 35 feet in thickness, outcrops above the 
coal, forming an abrupt cliif which ranges along the hill slope 
passing behind the town of Hooversville. This same sand- 
stone again appears as a bold cliff at Lohr's quarry, a short 
distance above Hooversville. 

Hooversville. 

Stony creek, at Hooversville, flows over the massive Pottsville 
Conglomerate of XII. The lofty hills which shut in the yil- 
lage from the east and west, are therefore coal bearing. The 
lowest coal bed comes to daylight in the bank of the creek, just 
below the bridge at Hooversville. This seam measures full 
three feet thick ; its outcrop was once fairly opened up, and 
an attempt was made to mine it, but the bed carries such large 
quantities of sulphur that the coal was condemned as worth- 
less, and the mine abandoned. 

The next higher seam in the series is worked on Fallen Tim- 
ber run, to the south-west of Hooversville, by Mr. G. W. 
Clark ; it overlies the first by about 50 feet. 

Besides tliese, three other beds of coal are said to have been 
opened by Clark in the hill above his mine. 
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Hooversville Iron Ore. — The carbonate iron ore already men- 
tioned in a previous page as occurring between coal beds A and 
B, has been opened at its outcrop, on Mr. Clark's land, a few 
feet above Fallen Timber run. 

The deposit exists as two bands, separated by a few inches of 
shale. So far as followed these bands have proved j)ersistent, 
measuring in all nearly 2 feet thick. 

The ore oxidises rapidly at the outcrop, becoming shelly and 
changing in color to a Spanish brown. 

An average specimen from this ore deposit was forwarded by 
Mr. Clark to the State Laboratory at Harrisburg, yielding on 
analysis as follows (D. M'Creath) : 

Protoxide of iron 44 .357 

Sesquioxide of iron., 2 .857 

Bisulphide of iron 247 

Protoxide of manganese 873 

Alumina 3 .220 

Lime 1.210 

Magnesia 1 .690 

Pliosphorio acid 338 

Sulphuric acid 040 

CartK)nic acid 29 .860 

VS^ater 990 

Carlx>naceous matter 930 

Insoluble residue 12.403 

"■^^^-^^^ 
99.015 

Iron 36 .500 

MangHnese 677 

Sulphur 143 

Phosphorus 148 

Carbonate ore ; compact, minutely crystalline ; bluish gray.*' 
This analysis is eminently satisfactory, and establishes, as 
far as a single analysis can, the excellent character of this 
ore deposit. It shows further that the ore is a true carbonate, 
fully as good as that so extensively worked by the Cambria 
Iron Company at Johnstown. The presence of a small amount 
of manganese in this Hooversville ore will also be noticed, and 
it should be remembered that manganese also occurs in small 
quantities in the iron ore deposit at Johnstown. 

But the small amount of phosphorus in the Hooversville ore 
(less than one-half of one per cent to the ton of metal), claims 
especial attention. The percentage of sulphur is small, and al- 
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together the oremay justly be regarded as the most valuable 
yet discovered in Somerset county. 

The iron ore found in the hill above the Upper Freeport coal, 
lies imbedded in a mass of ferruginous shales several feet thick. 

This ore has never been properly opened and examined, so 
that no statement can be offered respecting its form of deposit 
or character. 

The horizon of the ore is easily traced along the brow of 
the hill by the fragments of shelly limonite which lie scattered 
over the surface, and the deposit may prove of value. But 
the same ore outcrops elsewhere on Stony creek, as for exam- 
ple, at Lohr's, at which place it was opened and no encourag- 
ing results were reached. 

Clark Mine, — The Clark mine, on Fallen Timber run, is about 
one-half mile above the junction of the latter stream with Stony 
creek. 

The main gangway is driven to the south-east, the rocks ris- 
ing in that direction at an angle of between 3° and 4°. 

At the face of the mine nearly four feet of coal show in one 
compact bench, without persistent partings of slate, as follows : 

Black slate. Fig. 4I. 

Coal, slaty and poor ^^^^^^^m 0' 6"' 

Coal, good ^^^^^^M firom3'6"to3 8" 

Slate ^^^^^^M from 0' 1" to 0' 3'' 

Coal IH^^HV 

The upper bench alone is mined, and produces an excellent 
quality of coal. A band of slate, averaging about 8 inches in 
thickness, ranges through the lower coal with great persistency, 
and injures the value of this portion of the bed. 

The coal mined is soft and bright, and produces a fair quality 
of coke, even when roughly coked in open heaps, as it comes 
from the mine. 

A specimen of the coal was forwarded to Harrisburg and 
there yielded on analysis (D. M'Creath) : 

*♦ Water at 2250 770 

Volatile matter 15.870 

Fixed carbon 76.925 

Sulphur 690 

Ash 6.745 



100.000 
Coke per cent, 83.360 ; color of ash, gray. 
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The coal is bright, very tender, showing small specks of iron 
pyrites and efflorescence of sulphate of iron." 

From one-half to three-fourths of a mile further up the run 
a handsome exposure of the rocks, both over and underlying 
Clark's coal, occurs in a steep hillside. 

Vertical Section at Hooversville. 

Fig. 42 (Page Plate VIII) is a rough section of the measures as 
developed in the neighborhood of Hooversville. All of the rocks 
of the Lower Productive series are here represented, from the 
Mahoning sandstone to the massive Pottsville Conglomerate. 
The benches of the several coal beds enclosed in these rocks 
terrace the hillsides, and follow the creek and its little tribu- 
taries with great persistency and regularity in all their curves 

and turns. 

The section reads as follows : 

Coal 0' 8" 

Interval 10' 0" 

Ferruginoas shales, holding balls of iron ore 5' 0" 

Interval ; surface covered with lumps of coarse 

grained sandstone 48' 0" 

Coal, reported, E (?) . 

Interval ; concealed measures 52- 0" 

Coal, reported, D' (?). 

Interval 48' 0" 

Coal, reported, D. (?) 

Interval 86' 0" 

Black slates, with kidney ore 4' 0" 

Coal smut, showing 3' 9' 

Impure fire clay (?) 6' 0" 

Sandstone 1' 3" 

Slates and shales 8' 0" 

Black slates. 1' 0" 

Coal smut ^. 0' 6'' 

Black slate 1' ' 

Sandy, ferruginous shales, carrying ore balls 4' 6" 

Sandstone 1* 8' 

Slates and shales ; iron stained 12' 0"* 

Black slate 16' ' 

Coal > / 4' 6" 

Slate 



Coal 

Slate , 

Coal 

Slate and coal ) 



0' t" 

0' 6' 

> Bed B, 6' 32 ' j^ ^ 3,, 

.! r 0" 

r 0" 



Black slates 2' 6'* 

Fire clay, good 3' 2" 
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Ck)al, poor 0' 10" 

Black slates 2' 0" 

Ck)al C 9" 

Fire day, impure 4' 8" 

iDterval 17' 0" 

iron ore 2' 0" 

Interval 13' 0" 

Coal Bed A S* 6'- 

Interval , '. 20' 0'' 

Massive Sandstone, XII, in Stony creek. 

835' 0" 

Stony Creek. 

On Jonathan Lohr's farm, between Hooversville and Stoys- 
town, coal bed D, underlaid by the stratum of ferriferous lime- 
stone, (characteristic of this seam, particularly in the Somerset 
sub-basin of Somerset county,) is at an elevation above tide 
water of 1,755 feet, having come down nearly 200 feet from its 
level at Stoystown. This shows that in descending Stony 
creek, from where this stream gaps Negro Mountain, the incline 
of the measures to the north-west is very decided, certainly as 
far as Hooversville. Thence the stream crosses the basin at a 
much sharper angle, and the measures are observed to flatten^hxxt 
soon begin to rise out to the north-west in obedience to the 
Viaduct anticlinal sub-axis. 

It has already been stated that at the mouth of the Quema- 
honing a sharp rise in the rocks to the north-east is plainly per- 
ceptible along Stony creek, extending below Faust's mills near 
the mouth of Shade creek. The normal rise to the north-west 
is also noticeable, but it is subdued and secondary to the sweep 
to the north-east. 

Lohr's Mine. — On Jonathan Lohr's property two beds of 
coal have been opened on a steep hillside rising to the west of 
Stony creek. These coals are separated by about 90 feet of 
measures and represent beds B and D. 

The lower seam is exposed about 25 feet above the bed of 
creek. The opening has not yet been driven in beyond the 
soft coal of the outcrop, and a fair estimate cannot be formed 
(1876) of the quality or thickness of the bed. Full 5 feet of 
coal, however, show. Moreover, the bed seemed parted, in two 
places, as at Sprucetown, by thin bands of slate. 

The upper seam is mined in conjunction with its underlying 
band of limestone, and yields over 3 feet of good hard coal. 
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The bed is parted near the floor by a thin layer of slate, which 
remains persistent throughout the mine. 

The limestone is separated from the coal by about 6 inches of 
black slate ; the former is here quarried quite extensively and 
burned near by. An apparently impure lime is produced from 
it, which nevertheless gives satisfaction among the farmers in 
the neighborhood, who use it in fertilizing the soil. Imbedded 
in the limestone occur occasional wedges or lenticular masses 
of soft yellow clay, admitting of a high polish, receiving easily 
an impression from the finger nail, and having a smooth, greasy 
feeling in the fingers. 

A specimen of the clay was analysed by Mr. D. M'Creath, of 
the Geological Survey, with the following results : 

«*Silica 46.730 

Alumina 29 .693 

Sesquioxide of iron 6 .857 

Lime 440 

Magnesia 1 .005 

Water 12 .860 

Alkalies (by dedaction) 3.415 

100.000" 

A bluff of massive sandstone, 30 feet high, shows directly 
over Lohr's mine ; above this the hill rises and contains all the 
measures given in the Stoystown section (see Fig. 45, Page 
Plate VIII). 

The main gangway of Lohr's mine is driven north-west and 
rises somewhat, the water draining to the south-east. This 
rise is scarcely due to a subordinate roll of the rocks, and the 
synclinal axis of the basin must therefore be east of Lohr's 
quarry. 

Berkey Mine, — About 2J miles above Hooversville a bed of 
coal shows on D. Berkey's farm. The opening is now com- 
pletely shut, but 3 feet of coal were seen at the mouth of the 
mine, with coal still in the bottom. Mr. Berkey represents 
it as a "4-foot bed," and it is possibly the Upper Freeport coal 
that has here been opened. A band of limestone, about 3 feet 
thick, outcrops between 80 and 90 feet higher in the hill. 

This limestone is quite pure, and has already been quarried 
and burned by Berkey. It is in all about 2 feet thick, overlaid 
by black slates, above which is a thin seam of coal, measuring 
from 1 foot to 18 inches in thickness. 
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The iron ore in the vertical section outcrops some distance 
further down Stony creek, at Lohr's limestone quarry, and has 
not been traced as far as Berkey's. Berkey 's mine is about 200 
feet above Stony creek, and several well marked coal benches 
show on the hillside between the mine and the creek, but they 
have never been examined and nothing is known of their con- 
tents. 

Stoystown. 

At Stoystown the Freeport coals, descending from the east, 
outcrop on both sides of Stony creek. 

It has already been shown that theae beds are visible along 
Well's creek nearly all the way from its head waters to its 
mouth. But Stony creek, flowing for a short distance north- 
west, gets deeper into the basin, and just south of Stoystown 
the Lower Freeport bed (D) is found near water level. 

Another sharp turn, however, in the creek, by which its 
course is shifted to the north-east for full one mile, has left the 
Freeport coals far up in the hills, and exposed a subjacent work- 
able seam. 

Stoystown is situated on a high hill to the west of Stony 
creek, at an elevation (by barometrical measurements) of 2,130 
feet above tide water at Philadelphia. 

Westward and north-westward from Stoystown the country 
sinks very slightly, and a broad sheet of the Barren Measures 
spreads over the hilltops, concealing over the greater part of 
Quemahoning township all the Lower Productive coals, except- 
ing where they are exposed in the narrow trough-shaped val- 
leys, hollowed out by the waters of Higgins' run and along the 
Quemahoning creek. 

A lack of exposures and reliable coal openings renders it 
difficult to draw precisely the line of the synclinal axis through 
this portion of the basin ; but it probably passes about 1 J miles 
west of Stoystown. 

Tlie anticlinal axis crosses the Stoystown and Jennerville 
turnpike, a short distance west of D. Bowman's house. 

Thus, while the basin continues sufficiently deep to hold 
large belts of coal, the beds are at such a depth below the gen- 
eral surface as will preclude the possibility of their being 
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worked by drift, above water level, excepting along the line of 
the principal streamB, where tbe erosion has been great. 

Subsequently the course of Stony creek changes again to the 
north-west, cutting the basin transversely, and offering good 
opportunities for easy mining. 

Speckl's Mi-ne. — The lowest coal bed above water level in the 
vicinity of Stoystown is rained by David Specht, close to the 
border of Stony ci-eek, near tbe bridge just below Sprucetown. 
The bed here opened is the second bed of the Lower Productive 
series, or bed B ; its existence above water level at this point 
has been known for many years, and it was recognized ashed B 
during the time of the First Geological Survey (see Final Re- 
port, Vol. II, p. 656). It underlies the openings on bed D to 
the south-west by about 100 feet, which is the usual distance 
between these two beds throughout this whole countr}'. 

Siiecht's mine, 30 feet above water level, starts into a dis- 
tinct bench on the eastern bank of the creek. The main gang- 
way is driven south-south-east, and rises, the water draining 
off easily. 

The bed is divided into three benches of coal separated by 
thin bands of a hard fire-clay shale, as follows: 
Fig. 43. 

Black slaM. 

Coal 

Parting 

Coal 

PartlnE 

Coal 

Firo-clay. 

The upper bench yields a tolerably pnre coal, of columnar 
structure, whicli crumbles fine in mining, and posseoses a bright 
lustre ; the central bench produces a much harder coal than 
that above, and decidedly inferior in quality to it, carrying ob- 
viously a greater amount of sulphate of iron. Rolls and ir- 
regularities in the fire-clay shale underlying this bench cause 
it to vary in thickness from a few inches to IJ feet, these 
changes sometimes occurring in a few yartls of space. 

The coal in the lowest bench is very impure and almost 
wortliless. 

The rocks are here dipping to the north-west, and the bed 
disappears under the high land to the west of Stony creek. 




F. KimmeVs ■mirie on bed D, to the south of Specht, had 
onlj been very recently opened, (N'ovember, 1875,) and was not 
in beyond the soft coat of the outcrop. 

W. Wilt Mine. — On the opposite aide of Stony creek, about 
one half of a mile due west of Kimmel's, Wm. Wilt ia work- 
ing the same bed, 150 feet lower in the hills. The mine has 
abundance of cover over it, and the coal is hard and firm, min- 
ing out in blocks. 

Eight feet of black slates show at the mouth of the mine 
Above the coal. The bed is here underlaid by a stratum of im- 
pure limestone, seven feet thick, separated from the coal by 
from 6 to 8 inches of black slate. The following section of 
the coal shows at the face of Wilt's mine : 

Fig.U- 



The upper bench of coal is compact and crystallized in hori- 
zontal layers ; it carries iron pyrites chiefly in the form of large 
balls, some of which attain at times an unusual size. The coal, 
however, is represented as good, and large quantities of it are 
nsed about Stoystown, A specimen was forwarded to the State 
Laboratory, and yielded there on analysis (A. 8. M'Crcath); 

" Water Bt2260 600 

Volatile mattar. 16.416 

Fised carbon 70.833 

Sulphar 1.7*8 

Ash 11-006 

100.000 
Coke per cent, 83.986; ookw of tuihign;. 
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The coal is shining, tender, and seamed with charcoal and 
iron pyrites." 

The lower bench of the bed is slaty and poor. 

The limestone is quarried and burned in open heaps in front 
of the mine. An impure grayish lime is produced from it, un- 
fit for plastering, but represented as a strong fertilizer. 

A specimen of the limestone was forwarded by Mr. Wilt to 
the State Laboratory, and the analysis there made of it resulted 
as follows (A. 8. M'Creath) : 

«*Carbonate of lime 88.189 

Carbonate of magnesia 1 .854 

Carbonate of iron 1 .798 

Alumina .5J40 

Sulphur .457 

PlLOsphorus .023 

Insoluble residue 5.640 

Compact, minutely crystalline and of a bluish-black color." 

"Wilt's mine is 60 feet above Stony creek. 

A second seam of coal shows in the hill 50 feet above Wilt's 
mine. It was once opened up on this property and was found 
to measure 3 feet, underlaid by a stratum of impure limestone, 
also three feet in thickness. From 75 to 80 feet still higher in 
the hill a distinct and well rounded coal terrace occurs, which 
probably marks the outcrop of the Upper Freeport coal. 

This coal is now nowhere worked in the vicinity of Stoys- 
town. It was mined, however, some years ago on Oven's run, 
2 miles north-east of Stoystown, and is described in the Final 
Report of 1858 (Vol. II, p. 656) as ''divided into two beds, 8 
feet apart, and each of them 3 feet thick." 

Beaver Dam Creek. 
J, Kimmel Mine, — The Lower Freeport coal has been again 
opened on Beaver Dam creek, by J. Kimmel, a short distance 
west of Wilt's mine. The diflFerence of 75 feet in level be- 
tween the two mines is explained by the very decided dip of 
the rocks to the north-west. KimmeFs mine is about 25 feet 
above the water level of Beaver Dam creek, and the coal meas- 
Bures : 

Roof, t lack slate. 

Coal 2' 10" ) 

Slate 0' ?">S' 4»" 

Coal 0* 6') 

Slate - 0' 6" 

Limestone. 
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The upper bench of coal alone is mined, the lower bench be- 
ing allowed to remain in the floor. 

The coal taken out is moderately free from slate, but shows 
considerable iron pyrites. It is compact and hard, and mines 
out in lumps. 

The limestone underneath the coal is about the same as at 
Wilt's mine, page 127 above. 

The bench of bed D shows plainly in the hill above. 

Stcysiown Vertical Section. 
Fig. 45 (Page Plate VIH) gives the distances between the 
several coal beds above water level in the neighborhood of 
Stoystown. It is partly taken from Rogers' Final Report*. 

Coal 1' 6" 

Slate 1' 0" 

Impure fire-clay 2' 0" 

Limestone, good 2' 0" 

Interval 42 0" 

Ferruginous shales, with balls of iron ore 5' 0" 

Sandstone, massive 45' 0" 

Black slates, 6' 0" 

Coal.... ^ 8' 0" 

Shale... > BedE 8' 0' 

Coal.... 5 8' 0" 

Interval TCy 0" 

Black slates T 

Coal, bed D' 8' 0" 

Fire-clay 2! 0" (?) 

Limestone (?) 3' 0" 

Unknown T 0" 

Sandstone, massive, forming cliff W 0'' 

Black slates 8' 0" 

Coal, bedD 4' 0" 

Black slate 6" 

Limestone V 0" 

Fire-clay ? 

Interval .* 85' 0' 

Black slates. 8' 0" 

Coal, bedB 6' 0' 

Interval 80* (y* 

Stony creek. 

876' 0' 

Barnhardt Mine. — On J. A. Earnhardt's farm, about one mile 
above the mouth of Wells creek, a bed of coal is opened 70 feet 
above the waters of Wells creek, at Schafer's saw mill. It 
shows thus : 

♦ Final Report of 1858, Vol. II, p. 66«. 

9— mm. 
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Fig. 46. 



Black slate. 

Coal 

Slate 

Coal 

Slate 




8' 0") 

0' 1">8'0" 

C 4'' > 



This coal was estimated to overlie Keitz's limestone, de- 
scribed further on, by as much as 100 feet, and probably more, 
and is therefore adjudged to be the Upper Freeport coal, or 
bed E of the Lower Productive series. 

A thin seam of coal is said to outcrop in the bed of Wells 
creek at Schafer's saw mill. This coal, however, was not visi- 
ble, nor was the "4-foot" bed underlaid by limestone, reported 
as outcropping further down the creek. 

Earnhardt's coal is of excellent quality, soft, friable, easily 
mined and shows very little sulphur as iron pyrites. 

The mine has already suffered considerably from numerous 
horsebacks, the troubles arising principally from the floor. The 
coal is much squeezed and pinched whenever such horsebacks 
occur, but thus far no more serious troubles have been expe- 
rienced. 

The above section of the coal represents the bed at its nor- 
mal thickness. 

Reitz Mine. — ^Near the headwaters of Wells creek, an affluent 
of Stony creek, a band of limestone, nearly seven feet thick, is 
worked on the Gea Reitz's property, in the vicinity of Fried- 
ensburg. A bed of coal, measuring full 3J feet in thickness, 
overlies the limestone by about 1 foot, the interval being made 
up of black slates and bony coal. The slate, however, is often 
absent altogether, and the coal rests directly on the limestone 
stratum. Underneath the limestone, balls of carbonate iron ore 
are found embedded in fire-clay shale. The base of the lime- 
stone is only a few feet above the waters of Wells creek. 

The limestone is moderately pure and produces a grayish 
lime. Specimens of the stone were forwarded to the Labora- 
tory at Harrisburg, and yielded as follows on analysis (D. M'- 
Creath): 

''Carbonate of lime 86.778 

Carbonate of mignesia 2.908 

Carbonate of iron (with a little alumina) 2.972 

Sulphur .166 
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PhosphoniB .087 

Insoluble residue 6 .040 

98.901 

Compact, bluish-gray." 

A second bed of coal outcrops 50 feet higher in the hilL 
This bed is worked by Mr. Reitz, and yields about 2J feet of 
coal. The coal is not of a superior quality, being much inter- 
mixed with slate, but serves very well to calcine the limestone, 
which is done in large quantities in a kiln near by. 

A specimen of the coal mined by Mr. Rcitz was analysed at 
Harrisburg with the following results (D. M'Creath) : 

"Water at 2260 940 

VolatUe matter 19.060 

Fixed carbon 70.659 

Sulphur 1.291 

Ash 8.050 

100.000 
Ck>ke per cent, 80.000; color of ash, red. 

The coal is exceedingly tender, and is seamed with mineral 
charcoal and iron pyrites." 

Still another seam of coal occurs in the hill from 70 to 80 feet 
above the last, and has been opened on Mowry^s land, to the 
south-east of Reitz's limestone quarry, but the opening is now 
shut and no measurement of the coal could be obtained. It is 
represented as a " four foot" seam, and is further said to have 
yielded a good strong coal. 

This is the Freeport group of coals^ small, but nevertheless of 
workable size, and all above water level. It will further be 
noticed that the distances between the beds correspond very 
closely with those obtained in the First and Second sub-basins 
in Cambria county, although a slight thickening of the meas- 
ures is perceptible. 

These coals have never been developed to any extent in this 
section of country, but it is probably safe to assume that they 
will compare favorably with the same beds opened and worked 
around Stoystown and Ilooversville further north. 

WelVs Creek Iron Ore, — Referring to the iron ore on Wells 
creek, Rogers' Final Report* uses the following language in 
connection with the region now under discussion : 

"A locality important for its iron ore is on Wells creek, 5 J 

* Final Report of 1868, pp. 656 and 657. 
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miles north-east of Somerset. Here a layer of limestone oc- 
curs in the bed of the creek, resting on a blue sandstone, which 
forms the bottom of the channel. The limestone is said to be 
in all 6 feet thick, though only 2 feet are exposed. A coal bed, 
showing a promising outcrop, appears a few feet above the 
limestone, and indications of other coal seams present them- 
selves farther up the hill. One of these upper beds has been 
worked. At the top of the hill, nearly 300 (?) feet above the 
stream, in a sterile tract of a few acres, many pieces of a very 
rich red iron ore have been met with, but the quantity remains 
unknown. This spot deserves examination. Should the ore 
be abundant, its value would be enhanced by its proximity to 
another deposit of ore on Stony creek (at the * Silver Dig- 
gings') with which it might be worked." 

The north-west dip of the measures carries the coals under 
the high land rising to the west of Wells' creek, and they are 
not again seen in Somerset township until they have crossed 
the arch of the Viaduct anticlinal sub-axis, and have reached 
the valley of the Quemahoning in the Johnstown sub-basin. 

This would give an enormous unbroken expanse of coal to 
this one township, but unfortunately at such a depth beneath 
the surface as to render its presence there at present of but lit- 
tle practical importance. 

Raman Mine, — One and one-half miles east of Reitz's quarry, 
and high up on the western slope of Negro Mountain, a bed of 
coal is mined on Mr. Raman's farm. The mine starts into a 
high bench, and is 370 feet (by barometer) above Wells' creek 
at Reitz's mine. The coal continues to rise slowly with the 
hill to the south -east, until it finally comes out to daylight on 
the top of Negro Mountain. 

The bed yields over 2\ feet of coal, as follows : 

Black slate. ^9* 47^ 



Coal ^^^^H 210 




Soft clay in floor. 

The bed is parted near the centre by a thin band of slate 
three-fourths of an inch thick. 

The coal is of a rich, lustrous appearance ; it carries only a 
trifling amount of iron pyrites, and is preferred by the black- 
smiths to any other coal mined in the neighborhood. 
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CHAPTER VHi. 

Painty Shade and Quemahoning Creeks. 

Ascending Paint creek from its junction with Stony creek 
near Kring's mill, a massive, quartzose, homogeneous Conglom- 
erate, representing Formation XII, is marked not only in the 
bed of the stream, but forms abrupt cliflFs which line the wa- 
ter's edge on either side. High hills border the stream and 
contain valuable beds of coal, 

Paint Creek in the Somerset Svb-basin, 

At the confluence of Paint creek and Little Paint creek, near 
Scalp Levels bluflFs of massive Conglomerate rise vertically 
above the water, which here for a short distance rushes through 
a narrow gorge, and by a rapid succession of short leaps over 
ledges of rocks, produces a series of picturesque cascades and 
falls. 

It is at this point that a thin seam of coal from 14 to 18 
inches thick outcrops just above the water. Where exposed, 
near the saw mill, the coal is enclosed by walls of massive sand- 
rock, but where regularly developed, further down the creek, 
the coal rests upon a thin stratum of sandy fire clay. This 
small coal seam, 50 feet below Bed A (exposed at the dam on 
Little Paint creek) is frequently present in the Conglomerate. 

Paint Creek Iron Ore. — It is claimed that iron ore has been 
discovered in this vicinity along the line of Paint creek, but 
its outcrop is now wholly concealed. 

Rogers' Final Report of 1858 refers to the ore of this locality 
in the following terms (Vol. II, page 655) : 

" At the forks of Paint creek, as the section exhibits, there 
is at the saw mill an abundance of good ore 2 feet thick, partly 
' rock ore,' or continuous strata, and partly very continuous 
ball ore, within a space of 8 feet. Besides these there are 
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beds of large nodules in the 5 feet sandstone roof, and a very 
good ore in the 4J feet shale below. The lower band farther 
down the creek affords masses of many pounds' weight lying 
almost loose in the bed of the creek ; but it cannot be mined 
because it seems to be included between hard massive sand- 
stones." 

Paint Cre^k Vertical Section. 
The following section, (Fig. 48, Page Plate IX,) showing the 
ore and the rocks in which it is enclosed, is also taken from 
the Final Report : 

Sandstone 6 0" 

Iron ore 1' 0" 

Sandstone S' 0" 

Ore... C 6" 

Black slates 2' 0" 

Ore, separated by thin bands of slate 0' 7" 

Sandstone 0' 0" 

Shales, with balls of ore 4' 8" 

Black slate 2* 6' 

Coal 3' 0"4- 

Fire-olay T 

Sandstone 40 0'* 

Coal r 

Sandstone 40* 0" 

Ore (y V 

Shales 1' 0" 

Sandstone, with ore balls 80' 0' 

Slate and shales 6' 0" 

Sandstone, massive. 

144' 7" 

The benches of all the principal coal beds occurring in the 
Lower Productive coal measures show handsomely on D. Wear 
ver's hill^ just north of the Cambria county line. The distances 
between these benches were measured barometrically, and a 
complete section of them has been given on a previous page. 

Two beds of coal, by barometer 30 feet apart, outcrop on J. 
Weaver's farm^ near the Lutheran church, about three-fourths 
of a mile south-west of Scalp Level. 

Both seams are underlaid by limestone, the upper band being 
about three feet thick and yielding a good limestone, a small 
amount of which has been quarried and burned by Mr. Weaver. 

The lower limestone is ferriferous, and is not worked. The 
analysis of this limestone shows it to contain at this place a 
considerable amount of iron existing as a carbonate. The 
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analysis forms one of a series, made in order to show the 
changes this limestone deposit undergoes throughout Somerset 
county. It reads as follows (D. M'Creath) : 

•'Carbonate of lime 50 .160 

Carbonate of magnesia 18 .494 

Carbonate of iron 11 .600 

Sulphur. 163 

Phosphorus. 120 

Insoluble residue 13.860 

Ferriferous limestone, hard and compact ; thin crust of hem- 
atite ; shows a few spots of pyrites ; color, bluish gray." 

Weaver Mine^ Bed U. — The upper seam of coal is thin, un- 
important, and parted by two thin bands of slate. Moreover, 
the coal produced from it is impure and of inferior quality. 

The following section of the bed, showing also the underly- 
ing limestone, was obtained at the quarry : 



Sandstone. Fig. 49, 

Coal ^^^^^^^ 0* 6"^ 

Slate ^^^^^^H 0' 2" 

Coal ^^^^^^H 2' 0" 

Slate 

Coal 

Blackslate [■■■■■■■■.■■■■■■■■■,,«„..,|^ ...'... 1 0' 

Limestone IliliH ^' ^ '~f 




0' A" 
0' 10' , 



8' 61" 



Weaver Mine^ Bed D. — ^The subjacent coal bed has been mined 
on Mr. Weaver's property for a number of years. 

The mine has been somewhat troubled with horsebacks, re- 
ducing in places the thickness of the coal to about one-half its 
regular size. The irregularities, however, have neither been 
of an obstinate nature, nor of a frequent occurrence. 

The bed is unequally divided by a thick parting of slate 
which usually forms the roof of the mine, the upper bench of 
coal being pronounced worthless. 

The lower bench yields nearly four feet of bris^ht hard coal 
of horizontal crystallization. It breaks up into rough blocks in 
mining, and will bear transportation. The following section 
gives the entire thickness of the bed : 

Black slate. 

Coal, bony and worthless. 2' 0'' ) 

Slate parting T 1" > 7' 1" 

Coal.:....... fromS 10" to 4' 0") 

Floor slate. 
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The lower slate is said to measure about ten inches in thick 
ness; it is directly underlaid by the stratum of ferriferous 
limestone. 

This coal clearly overlies that mined by Bondlin in the bo- 
rough of Scalp Level by as much as from 80 to 90 feet. It has 
elsewhere been shown that Mr. Bondlin mines the second seam 
of the Lower Productive series or bed B^ and J. Weaver's 
coals would therefore represent beds D and D' respectively. 

The rocks at this point are nearly flat, although inclining 
slightly to the north-west. 

Proceeding up Paint creek, coal openings are seen on both 
sides of the valley, all the way to Ashtola^ a short distance to 
the east of which the Conglomerate appears on the rapidly ex- 
piring Negro Mountain, which at this place is no longer dis- 
tinguishable from the Allegheny Mountain. 

But the developments along Paint creek are exceedingly un- 
satisfactory, and the geological position of the coal beds al- 
ready opened somewhat obscure. 

Schdfer's Mine. — It seems reasonably certain, however, that 
the coal opened on David Scbafer's land, about IJ miles south- 
west of Scalp Level, is near the base of the Lower Productive 
series. The mine is situated on the south bank of Paint creek, 
and about 60 feet above the stream. 

The coal is soft, friable, and crystallized vertically ; it shows 
well, having a bright, rich appearance, and carrying but little 
iron pyrites. 

At the face of the mine the bed measured as follows : 

Black slates. Fig. 50. 




Coal ^^^^^^^H 3' 10" 

Slate ^^^^^^H 0' 1"^ 4f \" 

Goal Hi^^^^l 0' 2" 

Floor (?) 

A hill rises gently southward from the mine to a height ot 
nearly 200 feet, and dhows several distinct terraces, which in all 
probability are coal bearing. A band of ferriferous limestone is 
said to have been found in this hill, but its outcrop could no 
longer be located. 

Mr. Schafcr further claims to have discovered a seam of coal 
several feet thick in the bed of the creek below his mine. Its 
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outcrop is wholly concealed, but black slates and other indica- 
tions of coal show near water level. 

The following section shows the interval between the benches 
on Mr. Schafer's hill : 

Section at 8chdfer*s. 

Hill top. 

Interval 85' 0' 

Bench (?) 

Interval 65' 0'' 

Benohf said to contain I' 2'* coal. 

Interval SC 0" 

Coal in Sch&fer's mine, 4'. 

Interval 60' (V' 

Coal? 
Creek level. 

Sehd/er's Mill. — Paint creek again forks near Schafer's saw 
mill, and the hills to the south and west of the South Branch 
are beautifully terraced to the top. 

If these benches were properly opened they would doubtless 
furnish the key to the position of the beds now being worked 
along Paint creek. 

On John Stadtler^s property^ three-fourths of a mile to the 
south-east of Schafer's mill, a bed of coal has been exposed in a 
steep hillside. The bed measures 3' 8" at the outcrop, and is 
underlaid by soft fire clay. It was adjudged to be the same 
coal as that mined by Schafer. Forty-five feet below this out- 
crop a subjacent seam of coal occurs, the thickness of which is 
unknown. Eight feet of ferruginous slates, holding occasional 
nodules of kidney ore, overlie the bed. The measures at thi» 
point incline emphatically to the southeast^ but the coal has 
never been worked at this point, and the extent of the dip could 
not be estimated. 

The Conglomerate of XII here shows above the waters of 
Paint creek. An outcrop of black slates and coal smut occurs 
about 50 feet above Stadtler's upper coal. • 

Shelly iron ore was observed on the surface, near the hill 
top. 

On the farm of J, Hose, one mile south-east of the Stadtler 
mine, a 3' 10" bed of coal has been opened, but the outcrop was 
not followed more than 20 feet under the hill, and the coal does 
not show to advantage. 
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A short distance to the south-west of Rose's mine, a bed of 
coal was seen high up on the hillside. It overlies the seamex* 
posed by Rose certainly by as much as 80 feet ; it was drifted 
upon and 5 feet of coal were exposed. But the old mine is now 
entirely closed. Black slates show above the coal for 6 feet. 

The measures here incline to the north-west at a gentle an- 
gle, and the south-east dip observed at Stadtler's can prevail 
only over a very limited area, and does not exceed at the most 
a gentle roll in the rocks. 

Ripple Mine. — Isaac Ripple's mine is near the head waters of 
one branch of Paint creek. The coal is worked to the south- 
east, and the water from the mine drains oft* easily. 

The mine is 160 feet by barometer above the coal ex- 
posed on the Rose farm, but both openings are probably on the 
same bed, which here shows the following section : 

Black slate. Fig. 6h 



Coal ^^^^^^H 8' 10" 




Slate ^^^^^^m 0' i" 

Coal in floor. 1^^^^^^^^ 

The mine is 70 feet above water level, and in this interval no 
coal of importance has yet been found, although black slates 
and coal smut were observed 50 feet below the mine. And this 
same coal also shows in the foundation of Ripple's bam to the 
north. 

There is a total absence of the Conglomerate here in any form^ 
which would give to Ripple's coal the appearance of being 
higher in the series than that seen at either Schafer's or Stadt- 
ler's. But this is uncertain, and can only be determined by the 
aid of more thorough developments. 

Between Ripple's mine and Ashtola a seam of coal about 4 
feet thick was seen on land owned by David Schafer. It was 
supposed to be the satne bed as that worked by Ripple. 

The highest bed of coal opened and mined throughout this 
region is on Andrew Schafer's farm^ about one-fourth of a mile 
west of Ashtola. 

The country round about is high, and the coal occupies an 
elevated position in the hill, but there were no opportunities 
for vertical sections. 
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Though the bed is small, a good quality of coal is taken 
from it, and a considerable quantity is shipped in wagons to 
the mountain top, where the limestone occurring in the meas- 
ures of XI, far below all the Lower Productive coals, is quar- 
ried and burned. It may here be noticed that a great lack 
of limestone is felt throughout the Paint creek and Shade creek 
regions. Doubtless the stratum of ferriferous limestone occurs 
in both the regions, but thus far the search after it has been 
confined to the beds of the creeks, which for the most part flow 
over the Conglomerate, and the hillsides have been neglected. 
It will be remembered that the ferriferous limestone is usually 
found about 150 feet above the lowest workable coal bed. 

Schafer's Mine. — At the fiice of A. Schafer's mine the coal 
worked measures as follows : 

Black slate. . 

Coal, boDy |^^_^^^ ^ ^.^ 

Coal ^^^^^^H 8' 0" 




Fire olay in floor. 

Iron pyrites were noticed in the coal, occurring as thin flat 
plates. In structure the coal is decidedly columnar, and the 
bed was thought to belong to the Freeport group. 

The coal is furnished with but little cover, but the roof slate 
is firm and good, and the coal was hard from the outcrop. 

A subjacent seam five feet thick is said to have been found 
in the bed of a small run, some distance west of Schafer's mine. 
The outcrop of the coal was not seen, but with allowance for 
dip, the interval between the two coals would be about 100 
feet. 

Schafer's coal again outcrops on David Berkej/s property 
and again on Hoffecker*B farm to the north-west. Its level 
at the latter place is 125 feet lower than at Schafer's. The 
bed is mined on Hofiecker's land, and shows the same thick- 
ness of coal as at Schafer's, as follows : 

Black slate. 

Coal S' 6" 

Fire clay. 

The mine is situated high up on a hillside, which slopes 
away to Paint creek. 

Just above the bed of the creek five feet of black slates were 
seen. These slates overlie a bed of coal, the thickness of which 
is unknown. The coal is regularly underlaid by fire clay. 
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Thja outcrop occurs 175 foet by barometer below Hoffecker's 
mine, 8Dd in the interval between are several well marked ter- 
races, as yet unexplored. 

Shade Creek in the Somerset Sub-Basin. 

Shade creek ie a noisy stream, whose rocky bed falls rapidly. 
The erosion along its line has been sufficiently great to allow 
its waters to flow in the Couglomcrate all the way from Shade 
Furnace to its junction with Stony creek near Faust's mills. 

The narrow valley through which the creek winds its way 
still remains thickly wooded ; a dense thicket of laurel and un- 
derbrush follows the stream closely, and marks the outcrop line 
of the Great Conglomerate, the massive foundation on which 
the Lower Productive coal measures rest. The hills bordering 
the creek rise far above the water, and are coal bearing, but the 
outcrops and developments hereabouts are so few in number 
and so unreliable in character, that the identifications here 
given of the different coal beds seen, must be regarded merely 
as an approximation. Where the valley broadens, and is free 
from timber, beautiful and evenly rounded coal benches can be 
seen terracing the hill slopes to their summits. 

Custer Mine. — Just south of Faust's mills, bed D, with ita at- 
tendant stratum of ferriferous limestone, is mined on Josiah 
Custer's property, 200 feet above the level of Shade creek. As 
in the other localities, beibre described, the coal is separated 
from the underlying limestone by a tliin band of slate, as fol- 
lows: 

Black alate. '^^^^^^^d 



Tlie coal, in one bench, without persistent slate parting, is 
hard and bright. Its structure is cuboidal, a form of crystalli- 
zation markedly characteristic of this scam. It may be no- 
ticed in this connection that while the Lower Freeport coal is 
one of the most variable beds of the Lower Productive se- 
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ries, its almost invariable cuboidal structure furnishes one of 
the best guides for its identification in Somerset county. 

The underlying band of ferriferous limestone is taken out 
from Custer's mine in connection with the coal ; the limestone 
is calcined in a lare^e kiln near the mouth of the mine, produc- 
ing an impure lime, streaked with a reddish tinge, it is this 
product, however, which supplies Shade township with nearly 
all the lime used there for agricultural purposes. 

This same bed was traced north-east for one-half mile on to 
Fausfs land where it was dug into 110 feet higher on the same 
hillside. Coal has been found near the foot of a high bench, 
but never fairly opened up. Examinations were made for the 
Johnstown bed of carbonate iron ore, 60 feet above this last 
coal. Ferruginous shales, with balls of rough ore, were met 
with a few feet below the surface, but it is intimated that the 
results obtained by these excavations were not satisfactory. 

Mr. Faust further claims to have found two coal beds be- 
tween his opening on bed D and Shade creek. 

The lowest workable coal bed of the series, bed A, out- 
crops in an orchard to the west of Mr. Faust's bouse. The 
thickness of this seam could not be ascertained, but it is as- 
serted that several feet of outcrop coal were exposed at one 
time. The bed is here about 90 feet above the creek level, the 
following rocks being exposed in the interval. 

C!oal, bed A (?). 

Interval from 6 0" to 10' -0" 

Sandstone, massiye 25' 0" 

Coal smut 1' 0" 

Sandstone and sandy shales, holding bells of sili- 

oeousironore 25' 0" 

Massiye sandstone 20' 0' 

CJoal C 8" 

Fire-clay T 

Massive sandstone to bed of oreek 8' 0'' 

These rocks incline to the south-west at an angle of from 2° 
to 3°. 

About forty feet above the outcrop of bed A, a second work- 
able seam was once drifted in upon and found to yield full four 
feet of good coal. The old opening is now closed, but the out- 
crop most probably belongs to bed B. Twenty-four feet, by 
barometer, still higher, a small and unimportant coal bed oc- 
curs, and bed D, with its limestone, shows 63 feet above this 
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outcrop, which wonld make a complete section of the Lower 
Productive coals as high as the Lower Freeport bed. The hill 
continues to rise far above this pointy with the following 
benches on its slope (Fig. 54 ; Page Plate IX) : 

Vertical Section at Fausfa Mill. 

Hill top, thin sandstone covering surfiice. 

Interval 18' 0' 

Bench. 

Interval 46' 0" 

Bench, opened up, but found to be barren. 

Interval 67' 0" 

Bench, barren. 

Interval 2af 0" 

Bench, contains ferruginous shales and iron ore, as 

described above. 

Interval 68' 0" 

Bench ; coal, bed E (?) 

Interval ; the bench of bed D' does not shovr in the 

interval 112' 0' 

Coal Hnd limestone, bed D. 

Interval 63' 0" 

Coal, small, bed C (?). 

Interval 24' 0" 

Coal, bed B (?). 

Interval 40* 0' 

Coal, bed A (?) 

Interval 90' 0" 

Shade creek. __ 

Total 640' 0' 

In ascending Shade creek, no further developments are met 
until the neighborhood of Ott's saw mill is reached, two miles 
above Faust's. 

Enormous masses of conglomerate sand-rock (XII) are here 
visible both in the bed of the stream and on the flanks of the 
hills for 50 feet above the water. At this place the valley 
widens for a short distance, and the hillsides falling with a 
gentle slope towards the creek show the terraces of the princi- 
pal coal beds included in the Lower Productive series. 

X Berkey Mine. — An opening has been made on Bed B about 
one-half of a mile to the south-east of the saw mill ; it is on 
Jacob Berkey's farm, about 200 feet above the creek level at 
Ott's mill. Where opened the bed is nearly 6 feet thick in all, 
parted by two thin bands of slate. 

The upper bench alone is worked by Berkey and yields full 
4 feet of excellent coal. The following measurement of the 
bed was made in the mine : 



elate. 
Coal . 
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Slate 

Coal 

Ulate 

Coal 

Fire-olay. 





The coal is soft and friable, and crumbles in mining. 

A "4-foot bed" is reported to have been found about 50 feet 
lower down in the measures. 

From 80 to 90 feet above Berkey's mine, 4 feet of coal were 
once opened up at the outcrop, but the bed was never followed 
for any distance under the hill, 

Jacob Custer Mine. — Continuing along the flank of this hill, 
the same coals show on Jacob Custer's farm, 1^ miles south- 
south-east of the Berkey mine. 

Though the coals are at a greater elevation at Custer's than 
at Berkey's, they are at about the same distance above water 
level at both places, showing that the bed of the creek rises at 
about the same angle as the rocks and in the same direction* 

Bed B measures as follows in Custer's mine : 

Black slate. 

Coal 4' 2" 

Slate 0' 4" 

Coal T 

Only the upper portion of the bed is here mined, the lower 
benches being small and unimportant, and allowed to remain in 
the floor. 

The bed shews well ; the coal has a rich appearance, and is 
of columnar structure. Some coke has been made from it in 
front of the mine, merely to test its adaptability in this direc- 
tion. The coking was roughly done, but the article produced 
indicates that the unwashed coal will not make a superior 
quality of coke. 

A rich outcrop of coal and black slate occurs in the same hill 
60 feet below Custer's mine. This bed has been opened by Cus- 
ter and found to yield 3 J feet of pjrritous coal. A subjacent 
seam, nearly 2 feet thick, is found in the Conglomerate, from 60 
to 70 feet still lower. 
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But 90 feet above Custer's mine is an outcrop of coal and 
limestone, which enables the coal seams opened throughout this 
section of country to be identified with tolerable accuracy. 

Very recently this outcrop was thoroughly investigated by 
Mr. Custer, and a complete section of the bed was obtained, 
with the following results: 

Black slate. (?) Fig, 56. 



Coal. 



Soft olay slate. 



Limestonei ferriferous. . . 



Fire olay, good. (?) 




3' 8" 



ftf V & 



5' 0" 



This outcrop clearly belongs to bed D, or the Lower Freeport 
coal, but as it occurs near the top of the hill, no higher beds 
are included. 

A deposit of iron ore is claimed to have been found some 
distance above Shade creek, below the mouth of Roaring Fork. 
This ore is not now visible, but it probably belongs to the same 
horizon as that once worked near Shade Furnace, of which 
mention is made on a succeeding page. At Hillsborough 
(mouth of Roaring Fork) the rocks were observed to dip regu- 
larly to the north-west. 

J. Knebel Mine. — One and three-fourths miles to the north- 
east of Custer's, bed 13 (?) again outcrops in a ravine caused by 
a small run flowing northward and ultimately finding its way 
into Paint creek. The bed has been drifted in upon by Jacob 
Knebel at an elevation of nearly 3,000 feet above tide water. 
The mine is run to the south-west, the coal leaning to the north 
and east. The following measurement of the coal was ob- 
tained : 

Black slate. Fig. 6?. 



Coal, 



Slate 
Coal. 




4' 1" 



I" 



Near the mouth of the mine the slate parting dividing the 
bed was full 6 inches thick, and a second bench of coal, 1 J feet 
thick showed underneath the slate. 
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A small and unimportant coal seam has been dug out in till- 
ing the soil, about 40 feet above Knebel's mine, but the hill does 
not here rise sufficiently high to include at this point even the 
lowest member of the Freeport group. 

Some distance further down the run a seam of slaty coal out- 
crops near the water. This was estimated to underlie the bed 
in Knebel's mine by as much as 50 feet. The specimens from 
this lower bed showed a slight oannel structure, but the coal is 
intermixed with too much slate to possess value for any pur- 
pose. The outcrop has never been investigated, and the thick- 
ness of the coal is unknown. 

HmkirCs Run. 

At the mouth of Huskins' run all of the Conglomerate of 
XII is above water, and the red shales of XI make their ap- 
pearance, capped by massive sandstone. 

The Conglomerate has here a thickness of at least 200 feet, 
and perhaps even more. 

At this point the rocks show a broad roll, sweeping north- 
east and south-west, but the main dip is obviously to the north- 
west. 

Rodger Mine. — ^Following up Huskins' run to the southward, 
the lower coals are plainly above water level, but their outcrops 
are not visible in the ravine. Mr. David Rodger mines bed D 
near the head waters of the run, about 60 feet above the water. 
The coal shows the same characteristic structure noted almost 
everywhere in connection with it, and apparently carries but 
little sulphur in the form of iron pyrites. The bed measures 
as follows : 

tig. 58. 



Slate 



6' 



Coal. 




8' 6 



Hard fire olay slate 



Limestone, ferriferooB... 



10— IIHH. 



I'e; 1' d'' 




6' 
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A specimen of the limestone was forwarded to Harrisburg 
for analysis, and there yielded (D. M'Creath) : 

Carbonate of lime 52.940 

Carbonate of magnesia 16 .060 

Carbonate of iron 5.800 

Alumina 4 .440 

Sulphur 088 

Phosphorus 058 

Insoluble residue 17 .770 

»7.156 

Limestone hard, compact, sandy; slaty color; spotted with 
iron pyrites." 

The coal here dips to the northwest, though gently. 

Fifty feet above the mine another seam of coal was discov- 
ered, nearly two feet thick, overlaid by sandstone. Sixty-six 
feet still higher in the same hill is the outcrop of a third 
seam. 

The intervals between these coals will be found to correspond 
with those between the coals of the Freeport group, as given 
in the tj'pical sections. 

Iluskin's Bun Iron Ore. — A sliort distance to the east of the 
mine the same hill rises still higher, and near its top a deposit 
of iron ore was at one time benched, and the ore used at Shade 
lurnace. 

The stripping was continued for a considerable distance, and 
the deposit is therefore probably of value ; but the work was 
done many years ago, and no estimate can now be formed of 
the amount of ore taken from the place. It apparently existed 
in a mass of red ferruginous shales 6 feet thick. 

It must be understood, however, that this is not the deposit 
of iron ore on which Shade Furnace was established and run 
for many years. About one-half mile south-west of the Rodger 
mine a band of limestone was recently discovered. It certainly 
overlies bed D by as much as 100 feet. But as nothing was seen 
beyond the disintegrated mass at the extreme outcrop, it is 
not known whether the stratum is of importance or not. It 
certainly deserves thorough investigation, inasmuch as lime- 
stone for fertilizing purposes is very much needed throughout 
this section, and the ferriferous band of limestone underlying 
bed D is in this vicinity so impure that it cannot be used for 
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the purpose. Attempts have been frequently made to calcine 
the limestone from this latter deposit, but have not resulted 
satisfactorily. 

Shade Furnace. 

Shortly after crossing Iluskin's run, on the road from Rodg 
ers house to Shade Furnace, extensive ore strippings are ob- 
served stretching to the north and south. This old work, done 
at intervals, may be 8ai<l to rej)reBent the various unsuccessful 
attempts that have been made from time to time to establish a 
small blast furnace on Shade creek. 

It has long been well known to persons residing in this sec- 
tion that an abundance of iron ore exists not only around the 
site of old Shade Furnace, but all along Shade creek, so far as 
careful search has been made for it. And the knowledge of 
the existence of this deposit led to an organized and systematic 
attempt at its development early in the present century. This 
attempt, though productive of some satisfactory results, failed. 

Later on, however, the efibrts were renewed a number of 
times under the direction of different individuals; but each at- 
tempt in its turn resulted disastrously, and the old furnace went 
linally out of bUist nearly twenty years ago. As before inti- 
mated, these discouraging results did not follow from a lack of 
ore, or any complaint that could be brought against the quality 
of the iron made ; but they were the direct consequence of the 
isolation of the furnace, and its great distance from a market. 

The ore is imbedded in a stratum of shales 15 feet thick ; it 
occurs as "balls" and lenticular masses deposited in layers 
through the shaly mass. A large quantity of ore still remains 
piled up about the old furnace stack. It seemed of fair quality, 
though somewhat sandy. 

A second deposit of ore was found 25 feet lower in the same 
hill. This deposit was also benched for some distance, and is 
said to have yielded an abundance of good ore. It occurs as 
fiat plates in sandy shales. 

The geological horizon of these ore deposits could not be de- 
termined with positive accuracy, but it is reasonably certain 
that they belong to he upper jwrtion of the massive conglomer- 
ate of Xo. XIL 
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A rich outcrop of coal and black slates was observed in the 
road a few yards west of the " strippings *' on the upper ore 
stratum. The coal has never been opened up at this place, and its 
thickness is unknown. It underlies the ore by about 30 feet. 
Evidences of coal are also seen 22 feet above the ore, but these 
beds are doubtless too small to be of value. 

Coffee hill, to the south of the ore bank, rises softly for 200 
feet and shows several distinct coal terraces. 

Wyand Mine. — One-fourth of a mile to the south-west of th^ 
old Furnace, a bed of coal was opened many years ago on Mr. 
Wyand's land, and has been worked more or less ever since. 

The measures are here very flat, the gangways of the mine 
being driven in almost every direction. A slight incline in 
the rocks to the north-west was however noticeable. The coal 
b ed as mined measures as follows : 

Fig, 69, 



Black slate , 



5' 



6' 0" 



Coal ^^^^^^H 8' 6" 




Fire clay. 

The coal is bright and shining, but pyritous. 

This coal may possibly pass under the upper ore stratum at 
the furnace ; but this is doubtful, and it would rather seem to 
overlie the ore by a small interval. 

Cherry Hill. 

Near the top of Negro Mountain, in its prolongation north- 
ward, a valuable bed of coal has been opened above water level 
on three farms lying contiguously. 

Penrod Mine. — The principle one of these mines is on Mr. 
Henry Penrod's property, near Cherry Hill post office. 

The drift was started in on a north-westerly course and con- 
tinued in this direction for a short distance, the coal remaining 
nearly flat. But a gentle north-west dip of the rocks into the 
Second Sub-basin having set in, the gangway is now driven to 
the north-east. 




0' 


ll'M 
1" 

4" 

i" 
6" J 


0' 


8' 


0' 


0' 



>4' 10*" 
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The coal bed shows this section near the mouth of the mine: 

Black slate. 

Coal, bony 

Slate 

Coal 

Slate 

Coal 

Floor, hard fire-clay. 

The coal is of columnar structure and carries some iron py- 
rites. 

The thin band of slate, near the top of the bed, is absent at 
times, though usually present. 

The hill to the north-west of the mine shows several distinct 
benches, at distances which would indicate that Penrod works 
bed B. But this cannot be stated positively. 

Vertical Section at Cherry Hill. 

Fig. 61 (Page Plate IX) gives the vertical distances between 
the benches in the hill side, thus : 

Hill top. 

Interval 23' 0" 

Coal smut and black slates f 

Interval, surface covered with thin sandstone .... TO' 0" 
Bench (?). 

Interval SC 0' 

Bench. 

Interval 90' 0" 

Penrod '8 coal. 

Inter\al 30' 0" 

Small run. 

Total 263' 0" 

Wilt Mine, — An opening on the same coal has been made 
by Jno. Wilt, one half of a mile south-east of Penrod's mine. 

The bed shows almost no difference, either in thickness or 
quality. It measures as follows : 

Coal, bony 1' O'M 

Slate 1" 

Coal 3' 2"U' llj' 

Slate 0' J" 

Coal 0' 8", 

Hard fire-clay. 

The same bed is also above water level on E. Specht^s farm 
a short distance to the south of Wilt. The opening at this 
place had only recently been made and was not in beyond the 
soft coal of the outcrop. 
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Evidences of overlying coal seams occur all the way up the 
hill from Specht's mine. One of these outcrops is rich and 
promising, and is wc^rthy of investigation ; it occurs about 90 
feet above Specht's coal. 

The same coal beds as are here above water level are also 
found on Jacob Brubaker^s land^ to the south-east. 

Quemahonivg Creek in the Somerset Sub-Basin. 

At Morgan's mills the stream has forced its way through the 
ridge of the Viaduct anticlinal sub-axis, cutting it to its base, 
thereby exposing the massive Conglomerate, and leaving the 
lower coal beds in the tops of the hills. 

Three beds of coal, identified as A, B and D of the Lower 
Productive series, outcrop in the steep hillside to the east of 
the woolen mill. 

The anticlinal axis passes a short distance west of this point, 
and the rocks are rising rapidly towards it. Bed D fails to 
strike the hill rising to the west of Morgan's factory, and 
therefore spans the arch in the air. Bed B, opened up at a 
number of places in this vicinity, and everywhere yielding a 
rich, pure coal, crosses the anticlinal at Morgan's, possibly in 
the same way, for the search after it in the hill skirting the 
western border of the creek has not yet resulted in its discov- 
ery. But abundant evidences of coal, adjudged to belong to 
this same seam, were observed on the hill top, and it is there- 
fore very possible that bed B crosses the arch at this point un- 
der a thin covering. 

From Morgan's the creek is carried, by an easterly course, 
rapidly into the basin, and the lower coals disappear under the 
surface in following the Quemahoning, while the Freeport 
group approaches water level. 

Thus, for example, bed D and the ferriferous limestone out- 
crop on Z). Weaver^a property^ 2 miles below Morgan's. The 
coal is here 40 feet above the creek, but is carried rapidly up- 
wards by its north-westerly rise, and on Morgan's hill it is more 
than 250 feet above water level. 

Weaver Mine, — At Weaver's mine the bed (D) is regular, and 
shows in one solid bench of coal over 3 feet thick. Its struc- 
ture is cuboidal, and the coal is hard and bright. It is almost 
directly underlaid by 6 feet of ferriferous limestone, thus 
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IKg,6t. 



Sandstone. 



Goal. 
Slate 



Limestone. 




3' 0" 
1' 0" 

6' 0"+ 



Bed D is almost invariably provided with an excellent roof 
of hard, tough, carbonated clay slate, and the sandstone show- 
ing over the coal in Weaver's mine is therefore evidence of an 
irregular state of things, although the coal seems in nowise 
disturbed or reduced in size. 

The outcrop line of this bed is easily traced round the hills 
crossing the numerous small runs that flow eastward into the 
Quemahoning, and has been again opened on MwmmarCs farm^ 
a short distance to the north of the Weaver mine. At this 
place the limestone is quarried and calcined. 

On Mr. Morgan's property this bed has been located, but never 
worked. 

Morgan Mint. — Bed B is exposed one hundred feet farther 
down the slope. The main bench of the bed is small, but the 
coal taken from it seems remarkably free from all impurities. 
The following section shows the average thickness of the bed: 

JfHg, 6S, 
Black slate, tough and hard. 



Coal. 

Slate. 

Coal. 

Slate 

Coal. 

Slate 




3' 0"^ 
0' i" 

0' 3;" 

1" 

0' 10"; 



4' 2»" 



Bed A outcrops sixty feet lower. It is said by Mr. Mor- 
gan to be full three feet thick, but made up of worthless coal. 

The massive Conglomerate shows a few feet below this out- 
crop, and fills the channel of the creek with huge masses of 
sandrock. 

Boimaan Mine. — A small branch of Quemahoning creek heads 
up near the top of the ridge on D. Bowman's farm. Bed B is 
just above water level at this place, and is mined by Mr. Bow- 



man. 
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The bed shows the same partings of slate that were observed 
in Morgun^s mine, and is otherwise unchanged. 

The gangway of Bowman's drift is driven in a north-west 
course, and rises steadily, the water flowing oft* easily. Besides 
the normal dip of the rocks to the south-east, there is also a 
decided leaning to the south-west. The surface of the coun- 
try rises softly to the westward from Bowman's, the coal rising 
with it and keeping close to the surface all the way to thecen- 
tre of the axis, near which point it has again been opened by 
Win. Apple. 

At the face of Bowman's mine bed B shows as follows: 

Black slate. 

Coal 3' 0"! 

Slate 0' 1" I 

Coal 0' 5' >3' Hi" 

Slate 0' i" 

Coal 6") 

Slate. 

A considerable quantity of coal is taken from this mine and 
sold in the neighborhood. It is said to burn freely and pro- 
duces very little clinker. 

One hundred and thirty feet above Bowman's mine a stratum 
of blue limestone, 2 feet thick, was found. This limestone is 
overlaid by about 18 inches of coal, and possibly marks the out- 
crop of the Middle Freeport bed. (?) 

Higgins* Run. — Near the head waters of Higgins' run, an af- 
fluent of the Quemahoniug, a bed of. coal outcrops on Wm. 
Berkey's property about two miles west of Stoystown. The 
relative position in the measures could not be determined with 
precision, on account of its isolation from all other openings. 

The bed yields full 3 feet of coal in all, though the upper 
bench is poor and slaty, and of little account. The lower bench 
seemed fairly good, but carried a rather damaging amount of 
slate and pyrites. 

The following measurement was made near the present face 
of the mine : 

niaok Blate. 

Coal 10") 

Slate (y l'>8' 1" 

Coal 2' 2" 

Slate. 
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CHAPTEE IX 

KimberlirCs Run^ Voxe's Creek and Scrvbglade Run. 

Kimberlin's run is the east branch of Coxe's creek. It heads 
nearFairview village, on the top of the Negro Mountain axis, 
flows through the south-eastern corner of Somerset township, 
and joins the north branch of Coxe's creek in the vicinity of 
Somerset town. 

The rocKs of the Lower Productive system make up the coun- 
try rock of the region through which the run flows. These 
measures are seen not only in the shallow valley of the run, 
but also in the high land to the north, which is indeed a part 
of the central plateau which divides the waters of the Castle- 
man from those of the Conemaugh. So far as confined to the 
Somerset sub-basin this belt of high country is broadly indi- 
cated by the line of the Somerset and Bedford pike, which runs 
along its crest. 

The south-eastern corner of Somerset township consists mainly 
of timber land. That portion of it drained by Kimberlin's 
run is almost wholly uncultivated, excepting at the head 
springs of the stream, where the section ex[>osed extends from 
the top of the Freeport group down as low as bed B. 

The developments, therefore, about to be described occur 
principally in the neighborhood of Fairview village. 

Vertical Section on Kimberlin's Run. 

The following section obtained chiefly on Mr. George Zim- 
merman's farm shows the intervals between the coal beds of 
this region : 

Ck>al, E? 8' 0' 

Interval, estimated W 0" 

Coal,D' 2! 6" 

Interval 35' 0" 

Coal, D? 8' 0"+ 

Limestone 6' 0" 
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Interval 70' 0" 

Coal,B? from4'0"to 5 0" 

Interval 32' 0' 

Water level. 

Total 216' 6" 

Zimmerman Mine. — Only the lowest coal bed is worked on 
the Zimmerman farm, about 1 J miles south-west of Fairview 
village. 

The mine was opened on the western bank of a deep ravine, 
and has been operated in a small way for a number of years. 

The bed varies both in quality and thickness. In the mine 
the following average section was obtained : 

Slate. 

Coal 

Slate 

Coal 

Hard fire olay. 

A few hundred yards to the north-east the same bed was 
again opened by Mr. Zimmerman, who states that it there 
showed full five feet of coal, exhibiting also its characteristic 
slate parting near the floor. It is questionable, however, 
whether the bed would have maintained this thickness for any 
considerable distance. 

A partial examination of Mr. Zimmerman's mine showed 
that the bed produces at times a good clean coal, whilo again 
the yield is both slaty and pyritous. Any single specimen of 
the coal is therefore liable to do more or less than justice ; but 
if the specimens forwarde'd to the State Laboratory by Mr. 
Zimmerman should fairly represent an average, the bed certainly 
cannot take rank among good bituminous coals. 

The analysis is as follows (D. M'Creath) : 

"Water 630 

Volatile matter 15.565 

Fixed carbon 67 .420 

Sulphur. 3 .690 

Ash 12.795 



100.000 
Coke per oent, 83.805 ; oolor of ash, gray. 

The coal has a resinous lustre, is very tender, and seamed 
with charcoal and iron pyrites." 

The same bed is reported to outcrop just above water level 
at Fairview village. 
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On Mr. Zimmerman ^8 farm the hill rises westward to a height 
of more than 100 feet above the mine on bed B, thus including 
two higher seams of coal, both of which have been opened by 
him. 

The first is found at an interval of about 75 feet above the 
mine last described. 

It shows about three feet of coal, including also a small 
parting of slate. This probably does not express the full 
thickness of the seam, which has been incidentally exposed in 
quarrying the limestone by which it is underlaid. 

The limestone band is upwards of 6 feet thick ; it is highly 
impure, containing nearly 4 J per cent of carbonate of iron and 
about 25 per cent of silicious matter (insoluble residue). 

Nevertheless it slakes after hard burning, and is used by Mr. 
Zimmerman for fertilizing purposes. 

The full analysis of this limestone is as follows (D. M'- 
Creath) : 

"Carbonate of Hrae 68 .969 

Carbonate of magnesia 4 .244 

Carbonate of iron (^with a iittle alumina') 4 .393 

Suiphur 885 

Phosphorus 142 

Insoluble residue 24 .780 

97.413 

The limstone is compact, sandy, and a bluish gray color." 

The nefxt higher coal is found capping the extreme hill top, 
just above Mr. Zimmerman's hoijse. It was opened at one 
time by Mr. Zimmerman to ascertain the thickness of the bed, 
and was found to yield two and one-half feet of coal. 

Both these latter beds are better known along the pike to 
the north-east, and are more fully described further on. 

Across the run to the east of Zimmerman's house, the hill 
rises sufficiently high to include all the rocks found on the 
Zimmerman farm, although the rise of the measures is here to 
the south-east, the centre of the Negro Mountain anticlinal pass- 
ing near Mr. George Walker's house. 

The lowest coal bed of the Freeport group (D) here crosses 
the arch under cover, and has been exposed on the George 
Walker farm^ and again on the Daniel Coleman farm to the 
south. 
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Boer Mine, — Following north-east along the anticlinal for 
about one mile and a-half, a small bed of coal, underlaid by lime- 
stone, is seen at the pike on the property of Mr. S. Baer. 

Both the coal and limestone are here quite extensively devel- 
oped, and an accurate section of the deposit was therefore ob- 
tained, it is as follows : 

Fig, 65, 



Slate and shales, 



xo' 



l(y 0" 



Ck>al 



Slate and fire-clay shale. . 



Limestone. 



Fire-olay shale. 




2' 6" 



2' 8" 



8' 6' 



!f 



The coal is bright, moderately soft, and mines easily. It 
shows rather a large amount of iron pyrites, but is employed 
mainly in calcining the limestone, which is also impure and 
yields a reddish lime, indicating the ferriferous character of 
the rock. 

This mine occupies a position near the top of the liill, and 
no higher beds are included on the Baer farm. Moreover, the 
bed here mined does not cross the axis under cover, for Mr. 
Baer's mine is a short distance east of the anticlinal, the coal in 
the mine showing an immistakable south-east dip. It there- 
fore properly belongs to the most easterly of the sub-basins, 
but inasmuch as it is so closely connected with developments 
at Fairview, it was thought advisable to class it among the 
latter. 

Will Mine. — Only a few hundred yards north-west of the 
Baer mine, the same bed was a^in opened on the property of 
Mr.Wm. Will. 

It is reported by Mr. Will to have shown identically the 
same section so far as the coal is concerned ; but it is claimed 
that the limestone band quarried by Mr. Baer could not bedis- 
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covered on the Will property, although vigorous search was 
there made for it. 

It should be stated that from excavations made on an ad- 
joining farm to the north-west, it was established that the fire- 
clay stratum separating this limestone band from the coal above 
is not of uniform thickness, and that a state of things dissimi- 
lar to that seen in Baer's mine may be looked for even over 
small areas. This is further elaborated in a subsequent section. 

The outcrop of the bed is easily traced north-east through 
Mr. Will's fields, until the Upper Freeport bed comes in a short 
distance from the house and crowns the hill. The bench of the 
coal is plainly marked, but the bed has never been explored on 
this farm. 

Descending the hill towards the run, the Zimmerman sec- 
tion (see p. 153) is repeated as far down as the ferriferous 
limestone, which has been exposed a few feet above the run, 
and is the lowest available stratum above water level on the 
Will property. 

The extreme outcrop of the limestone is all that is exposed, 
and the coal does not show immediately above, being replaced 
by loose wash and clay. The limestone is highly ferriferous 
and of the same general character as that quarried by Mr. Zim- 
merman. 

The strata dip gently north-westward across the ravine, and 
pass under the farm of Mr. Levi Walker^ by whom beds D and 
D' were exposed in a field just south of the house and build- 
ings ; and bed E appears still higher in the same field, the out- 
crop showing in the road. 

The Lower and Middle Freeport coals have been again ex- 
posed on this farm at a point some distance west of Mr. 
Walker's house. 

Where opened the Lower Freeport Coal is only a few feet 
above water level, and in going westward disappears at once 
under the run. It was only partially opened up for the sake of 
determining the character of the limestone by which the bed 
is underlaid. 

The limestone deposit is divided into three layers, parted by 
thin bands of impure fire clay shale ; it is claimed to be in all six 
feet thick, and contains iron and alumina in sufficient quantities 



158 mm. RSrORT OF PROGRESS. PLATT, 1876. 



to destroy its usefulness for agricultural purposes. It is sepa- 
rated from the coal by a thin stratum of black slate, the aver- 
age thickness of which does not exceed 6 inches. 

The next coal bed above shows 35 feet higher. This was 
likewise opened with a view of obtaining the limestone band 
quarried by Mr. S. Baer. But the excavations here were 
brought to a close when a depth of 5 feet below the coal had 
been reached, the rock cut through being soft fire-clay. No 
limestone was found, and judging from the condition of things 
at Baer's, further digging seemed inadvisable. 

L. Schdfer Mine, — Recent excavations, however, on an ad- 
joining iJEirm, a few hundred yards distant from Mr. Walker's 
openings, disclosed the limestone 8 feet below the coal, and a 
gangway driven in at this place showed that this interval 
steadily decreased until the clay assumed a thickness of about 
4 feet, which it has thus far maintained. The section is as fol- 
lows : 



Slate. 



Fig. 66. 



Coal 




2' 6' 



Fire-clay, impure, 



Limestono , 
Clay shale. 



4'- 8' 



'Il 

■l!i 



i 



.••••• 



from 4' to 8' 0" 



3' 0" 



The mine is on Mr. L. Schafer's farm. 

The coal is of small importance, except in connection with 
the limestone, which is reasonably pure and produces a fair 
lime, though bearing a red tinge. It is now being quarried by 
Mr. Schafer in considerable quantities, and is in fair demand 
among the farmers. 

Returning again to the Bedford pike, and following it west- 
ward towards the county seat, the Lower and Middle Freeport 
coal beds are traced without difficulty for the entire distance, 
the Upper Freeport bed occasionally coming into the hilltops. 

In describing the principal developments seen along the pike 
between Fairview and Somerset, the description will follow 
westward, but no attempt will be made to classify the details 
of each coal bed. It will be borne in mind that the descrip- 
tion follows very nearly in the dip of the rocks. 
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Kimincl Mine, — About three-fourths of a mile north-west of 
Fairview Mr. Daniel Kimmel mines coal bed D, the Middle 
Freeport seam showing on the hill 35 feet above. ThQ gang- 
way of the mine, driven north and north-west, sinks steadily, 
but very slowly, and indicates a gentle dip. The hill is nar- 
row and as the bed outcrops on the opposite side to the west, 
the water thus drains off and the coal can be worked in that 
direction. All of the bed is here exposed, showing this sec- 
tion: 

Slate. Fig. 67. 

Coal,8laty , 1' 8"^ 

Slate L^^-^^-^J 0' I" 

Slate P^^BBsl 0' 11" ® ^ 




Coal ^^^^^^1 2' 8"J 

Fire clay^ 

Below this fire clay the stratum of ferriferous limestone is 
said to have been exposed, but was found to be worthless on 
account of its impurity. 

From the mine the cuuntry falls gently away to the east, and 
bed B is reported to have been at one time exposed a few feet 
above Kimberlin's run. 

The Freeport coals pass from hill to hill, and are again seen 
on Mr. Henrg Fox's farm^ about one-third of a mile further 
west. Here the ferriferous limestone (under bed D) is quar- 
ried and burned, the Middle Freeport bed furnishing the coal 
necessary for the kiln. 

The limestone is overlaid by 1 J feet of fire clay, above which 
the Lower Freeport coal appears as follows : 



Coal 

Slate 0' 8" \ 4f 0" 

Coal 

Fireclay * 1' 6" 

Limestone. 



8 Z''\ 
0' 8" > 
0* 6"j 



It will be observed that in this section the bed differs mark- 
edly from that obtained in Mr. Kimmel's mine. 

The limestone is exceedingly ferriferous, and requires hard 
burning ; when slaked it yields a poor lime, filled with lumps 
of calcined ore. 
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The mine on bed D' is situated about 40 feet above the 
quarry. The bed yields 2} feet of coal in this way (C. A. 
Young) : 

Slate 3'M 

CV)al V e"\n,Qn 

Slate thin, f ^ ^ 

Coal V a"j 

Fire clay. 

The gangway is driven east north-east, and rises slightly. 

The coal is fairly good, but carries considerable sulphur as 
iron pyrites. 

J. Schdfer Mine. — An outcrop of a third seam of coal oc- 
curs in a clump of woods about 60 feet above this mine. This 
is clearly the crop of the Upper Freeport bed, which has been 
opened and is worked by Mr. Jno. Schafer, a short distance to 

the west, in whose mine the bed shows (C. A. Young) : 

Slate. 

Coal 2' 0') 

Slate thin. S 3' 0" 

Coal 1' 0" ) 

Fire clay. 

The coal is bright, shining and presents a handsome appear- 
ance. 

On the adjoining farm of Mr. Henry Fox, to the south-west, 
the Lower Freeport coal bed has again been opened by Mr. 
Samuel Rhodes. 

The mine was but recently started, and the coal does not 
show at its best. 

An outcrop of a lower seam was seen in a field to the east, 
about 80 feet below the mine ; this was identified as belonging 
to Bed B. 

Coal bed D' was also found on this farm, 35 feet above the 
mine, on bed D. 

B. Schdfer Mine. — ^The Lower Freeport bed is further devel- 
oped by Mr. Bodis Schafer, and again by Messrs. Woy & Bro. 
further west. In Schafer's mine it shows: 

Sandstone. 

Black slate 0' IV' \ 

Coal from2'6" to 8' " L, «,„ 

Clay, soft 0' 6 " f* *^» 

Cojil 0' 10 " J 

Fire clay. 

A shallow hill covers the mine, and the coal is rusty, but it 
is hard and marketable for local consumption. 
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The Middle Freeport coal shows in the road a few yards east 
of Woy's house. 

A short distance north-east of these openings and with little 
or no variation in level (as determined by barometer,) the same 
coals are developed on the farm of Mr. Daniel Rhodes. 

The Lower Freeport coal underlaid by the ferriferous lime- 
stone stratum, has here been opened up only a few feet above 
wat^r level. The gangway of the mine had scarcely reached 
the hard firm coal, but the characteristic parting was neverthe- 
less observable, separating the bed into two uneven beuches, 
the upper of which was full three feet thick, and the lower 
only ten inches. 

A thin band of black slates separates the coal from the lime- 
stone. 

Eastward the hill rises high above the mine, and includes 
the other members of the group, as well as, perhaps, the Ma- 
honing Sandstone. 

Bed D' was once mined on this property forty feet above the 
present opening on bed D. 

The bench of bed E shows plainly on the hill slope, but has 
never been explored. 

Coxe's Creek. 

From Mr. Woy's house the road descends directly into the 
valley of Coxe's creek, an important affluent of the Castlcman, and 
which drains the country between Somerset and Mineral Point. 

As yet the valley has been but little cultivated ; portions of 
it have been cleared of timber and divided up into farms ; but 
in the main it is a wilderness of barren land from which the 
valuable timber has in large part been cut. 

The main branch of the creek heads in the high land to the 
north of Somerset ; its south-west course keeps it close to the 
synclinal axis of the Basin, which leans in the same direction* 

The fall in the creek, from its headwaters to its mouth, is full 
850 feet, and starting far up in the Lower Productive coal meas- 
ure rocks, the various beds of coal, limestone, fire-clay and iron 
ore included in these rocks, are found on the hills bordering its 
banks until at Mineral Point, where the creek joins the river, 
the base of the series is reached. 
11— HHH. 
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Between Somei*8et and Milford station the creek is enclosed 
by low hills, the surface of which is thickly strewn with boul- 
ders of heavy sandstone, often conglomeritic in character ; these 
masses come from the Freeport sandstone. 

But below Milford the hills become higher, and lower meas- 
ures are brought to daylight as the valley deepens, the sand- 
stone deposit, so destructive to the cultivation of the soil, occu- 
pying relatively a more elevated position, until at Mineral 
Point, it covers the hilltop. 

SomerseL 

The town of Somerset is built on the summit of a hill which 
for a short distance follows the western bank of Coxe's creek. 
Both the Lower and Middle Freeport beds pass underneath this 
hill, and the Upper Freeport coal (bed E) strikes the surface 
at the western outskirts of the town. These beds have here 
been known for a number of years, during which time the 
town has been supplied with fuel from mines in the immediate 
vicinity. 

A distinct and well defined bench, forty feet in height, bor- 
ders the eastern bank of Coxe's creek as it flows past Somerset. 
The bench holds beds D and D', which are about 35 feet apart. 

Weimer Mine. — The Lower Freeport bed was opened a few 
feet above water level on the Fink property, a short distance 
south-east of the eastern outskirts of the town. The mine is 
now closed, but the same bed was again opened on Weimer's 
land, about one mile west south-west of the Fink opening. 
The coal is here just at the water level, or perhaps a few feet 
below the bed of the creek. It was shafted upon from near the 
top of the bench, and was found thirty feet below the surface. 
The coal measures as follows: 

Fig. 68. 
Slate. 

Coal, bony. \ 1 C 8'n 

Coal ^^^^^Bl 2' 3' 

Slate ^^^^^?5l from C 8" to 1 1" 

Coal ■■■l^B ^' ^" ' 

Slate In floor. 

The bench holding the Middle and Lower Freeport coals ter- 
minates at Mr. Cunningham's house, sinking gradually into 
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low land, and the outcrop of the bed is then thrown eastward 
for some distance. 

The Middle Freeport bed here crosses Coxe's creek in the 
air ; the outcrop is seen on the hillside a few feet above the 
mouth of Weimer's shaft, and is again observed on the oppo- 
site side of the creek, in the road. The bed is said to measure 
about 2 feet thick. It is presumably underlaid by limestone, 
but of this nothing positive is known. 

Hiigua Mine. — Ascending the hill on the western side of the 
creek, bed E is seen to outcrop in an orchard about one-half 
mile south of Somerset, on land belonging to Isaac Hugus, 
Esq. The bed was shafted upon on the same farm fiirthei 
west, and is there 40 feet below the surface. Its outcrop forms 
a distinct bench on the hill east of the shaft, and the bed 
has been opened up at several points on Mr. Ilugus' land. 

It shows here as follows : 



Black slate. 

Coal, bony 


Fig. 69. 


0' 4'n 


Coal 


^^^^^^^^^H 


2' 6" 


Slate 


^^^^^^^^H 


0' !'• 


Coal 


^^^^^^^^^H 


0' 6 ' 


Slate 


^^^^^^^^B 


0' 1" 


Coal 


^^^^^^^^^^ 


0' 6" 


Fire-clay. 







>8* 9' 



The coal is soft, friable, of columnar structure, and is easily 
mined, but crumbles considerably in the operation ; it holds a 
very small amount of sulphur, and cokes easily, being much 
preferred by the blacksmiths to the coal mined from bed D. 
But aside from all other considerations, the amount of slate in 
the bed (if the specimen of coal analysed can be taken for the 
average) is injurious to its character as a merchantable coal. 
The analysis by Mr. A. S. M'Creath, Chemical Assistant of the 
Survey, is as follows : 

"Water .SM 

Volatile matter : 16 .886 

Fixed carbon 66.066 

Sulphur .685 

Ash 16.616 

100.000 
Coke, per cent, 82.256; color of ash, gray." 

At the Hugus shaft the hill rises only high enough to afford 
good protection to the coal, but in going westward, towards the 
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synclinal axis, higher rocks come in and the lower portion of 
the Barren Measures spread over the country. 

Hoover Mine. — ^To the south-wost the land is sufficiently high 
to include a thin seam of coal, estimated to overlie that in the 
Hugus shaft by as mnch as 50 feet. Evidences of the higher 
bed are first noticed in the township road, and following the 
bench around the hill, the bed is found opened up on Hoover's 
land, measuring in the mine as follows (C. A. Young) : 

Bony ooal and slate 1' 0'' / «. /yr 

Coal 2' O'M 

Fire-clay T. 

Schupstein Mine. — From this mine the hill slopes westward 
towards a small run, and near the edge of the water bed E was 
opened up by Mr. Schupstein, the drift starting with the outcrop 
of the coal, which shows about the same as in the Hugus shaft, 
as follows: 



Slate. 

Coal 2 6' 

Slate V 

Coal 0' 5" 1-3' 8' 

Slate 

Coal 

Fire-olay. 



» 1 

0' 1" 
C 8" 1 



This section shows the persistency with which the small slate 
partings hold their places. 

Advancing south-west from this mine along the township 
road towards the west branch of Coxe's creek, the Freeport 
group continues to cover the hill tops, the outcrops of the coals 
forming evenly rounded terraces on the slopes. 

About one mile south-west of Schupstein's mine, the road 
crosses the west branch, and on Oillian Koontz^s farm^ all of 
the Freeport coals are in the hills above water level. 

The stratum of ferriferous limestone has here been found 
just above the bed of the creek ; it is overlaid at a short dis- 
tance by several feet of coal. 

The Middle Freeport bed outcrops 40 feet higher, and the 
bench of bed E shows plainly some distance farther up the 
slope. 

Ascending the hill on the opposite side of the creek, and con- 
tinuing south-west, the outcrops of the Freeport coals are fre- 
quently observed in the road. 
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This brief sketch, imperfect though it be, will serve, never- 
theless, to show the nature of the rocks which compose the 
west side of Coxe's creek, in the region of Somerset. 

Descending the west branch of the stream, the Freeport coals 
are carried along until the ravine merges into the main valley, 
where boulders and fragments of the Freeport sandstone pre- 
vail 

Milford Station. 

Ko further developments are there met with along the Som- 
erset and Mineral Point railroad until near Milford station, at 
which place bed B is found above water level. 

Ankeny Mine. — This coal has here been opened up at a num- 
ber of points on the bank of the stream, and is at present mined 
by Mr. Geo. Ankeny, a short distance north of the railroad sta- 
tion. The mine is run in a north-east course into a high, evenly 
rounded bench, and rises slightly, but the dip to the north-west 
is also manifest. Ilowever, the steady sinking of the rocks to the 
south-west is noticeable in the few side cuttings along the rail- 
road, and it is partly due to this steady sinking of the basin to 
the south-west that Coxo's creek is not far below the Lower 
Productive coals at Mineral Point. The mine is not very ex- 
tensively operated, but a sufficient amount of coal is taken 
out to supply the wants of the railroad company and the far- 
mers in the immediate neighborhood. 

The coal burns easily, making a quick, hot fire, and produces 
little smoke ; all this has been thoroughly tested in the railroad 
engine ; but the coal is manifestly sulphurous, and the run of 
the mine is on this account rejected absolutely by the black- 
smiths ; a small portion of the bed, however, can, it ie said, 
when carefully mined, be used in the forge. 

The following section shows the thickness of the seamas fiir 
as exposed : 

Fig 70. 
Slato. 
Coal l^i^^^HI 2' 2" 




Slate H^^^^H 0' \"}2' 101'' 

Coal W^m^^^KIl 0' i'S 

Slate. ? 

It is not known whether this section represents the entire 
thickness of the bed, or whether another small bench of coal 
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mav not underlie the slate constituting the present floor of the 
mine. Moreover, the thickness of the main bench was ob- 
served to vary considerably, and will average, perhaps, more 
coal than that represented in the above section. 

On Ankeny's hill, a low bench shows some fifty feet above 
the mine, beyond which the country rises slowly towards the 
Negro Mountain axis. 

Thirty feet below the mine, at the foot of a small bench, a 
side cutting on the railroad has exposed the smut of a thin, unim- 
portant coal seam, underlaid at a short interval by five feet of 
sandstone. 

This point is at the mouth of Laurel Run, a small stream 
descending from Negro Ridge westward into Coxe*s creek. 

Grossing the run, and proceeding about one-half mile flouth 
of Ankeny's mine, bed B is again seen opened up in two 
places near the base of a high hill which rises steeply from 
Coxe's creek. 

Brandt Mine, — In one of these mines (known as the Brandt 
opening), an irregularity seems to have occurred in the measures 
about i50 feet from the outcrop of the bed. But the prevalence 
of noxious gases throughout the mine rendered impossible a close 
inspection of the opening in its present condition. The irregu- 
larity, as described, consists in a sharp rise of the coal, accom- 
panied by an abnormal and unusual swelling of the bed to 
a thickness of eight feet. This thickness is maintained for 
a short distiiiico, when the coal is said to disappear totally. 

The inlbnnation to be gathered respecting this occurrence is 
exceedingly meagre, and insufficient to warrant any definite 
explanation of the matter, but considering the entire regu- 
larity of the rocks on all sides of the mine, it does not seem 
probable that a fault, (in the strict sense of the word,) ha^ 
occurred at this place, as has been popularly supposed, but rather 
that a sharp *' horseback " has here intervened, on the flanks ot 
which the bed appears unusually thick. A shaft put down 
from the top of the bench would serve to ventilate the mine, 
and probably discover the whereabouts of the lost coal. 

It may hero be noted that an irregularity, similar in many re- 
spects to the one above described, may be seen at Shoo Fly tun- 
nel, on the Pittsburg division of the Baltimore and Ohio rail- 
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road, where an extensive rock cutting has most handsomely ex- 
posed the sudden thickening of a coal bed preparatory to a sud- 
den abnormal dip. This occurrence is elsewhere described in 
detail. 

Mr. Charles A. Young, of the Survey, measured the bed as 
it appears in the Brandt opening near the mouth of the drift. 
This measurement represents the normal thickness of the seam, 
and the section will be seen to correspond closely with that ob- 
tained in the Ankeny mine. It reads : 

Slate. 

Coal 2' 9") 

Parting 0' 3" VS' 7" 

Coal 0' 7") 

Fire-clay. 

The same bed was again opened further south on an adjoin- 
ing property, but the mine is now completely shut. No trou- 
ble was here experienced. 

Eastward the hill rises with tolerable steepness from the 
creek. A well defined bench is however observed about 100 
feet (?) above the Brandt opening. The smut of the coal is 
plainly marked in the road along the foot of the bench, but 
the thickness of the bed has never been definitely ascertained. 
This is j)erhap8 the outcrop of bed D. 

Baker^s Station. 

Continuing south-westward along the railroad nothing is 
noticed, aside from the handsome bench of bed B, which 
keeps close to the water, until Baker's station has been reached, 
about one mile south of the point at which the " clay pike '* 
crosses Coxe's creek. 

At Baker's station the creek is confined to hills which rise 
200 feet above the stream ; these hills are wholly composed of 
Lower Productive coal measure rocks, and with the exception 
of the highest coal seam (bed E) include all limestones, fire 
clays, coals, ores &c., known to belong to this group as it ap- 
pears throughout the region under discussion. 

The developments hereabouts are chiefly confined to the 
farm of J, D. Baker the mineral rights of which are owned 
by Mr. A. Stutzman, of Somerset. Work has been begun 
here only very recently and little more had been accomplished 
(July, 1876), than to determine the thickness of the coals, which 
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were found to run about the same as at other points on Coxe's 
creek. 

By the aid of these partial developments of Mr. Stutzman a 
section was constructed, which is here inserted for the purpose 
of showing the number of coal beds above water level at this 
place, together with the intervals by which they are separated. 
It extends from bed D' down nearly to bed A, which is supposed 
to underlie the creek by a few feet. The section is as follows : 

Vertical Section at Baker^a Station. 

IliU top. 

Interval 10' 0" 

Bench, bed D'. 

Interval 85 0" 

Ck)al, bedD 4 0' 

Limestone. 

Interval from base of coal 16' 0" 

Fire-clay outCK)p. 

Interval 35* 0' 

Coal,bedC 1' 6" 

Fire-olay witii ore balls. 

Interval, from top of ooal from 45' 0" to 60' 0'' 

Coal, bed B. 

IntervaU 60' 0'' 

Coxe'8 creek. 

Total 20r 6'' 

Bed B as opened by Mr. Stutzman, showed four feet of coal at 
the crop, but was exceedingly irregular in point of thickness, 
thinning down rapidly to a few inches, when work in the gang- 
way was discontinued. 

The same bed was worked for a number of years on the op- 
ix)site side of the creek, on the land of Mr. William Baker. 
where it yielded between three and four feet of coal. 

The mine was examined by Mr. Young, whose measurements 
of the bed agree almost precisely with those obtained in the 
Ankeny and Brandt mines at Milford. The small slat^ part- 
ing, one of the most prominent features of the bed, was ob- 
served to run with great persistency and regularity. 

The bed then continues down the creek, keeping above wa- 
ter level all the way, and is exposed at Mineral Point on the 
lands of Mr. P. Wolfersbergcr, a description of which will be 
found in a succeeding chapter. 

Bed C is here only known on the hillside, where the above 
section was made, and was there opened on account of the iron 
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ore known to underlie it. The ore deposit, however, so far as 
one may judge from the present developments, is of little practi- 
cal value. This is due not so much to the cliaracter of the ore, 
as to the form of its deposit, being what is usually known as 
" ball ore." 

Tlie fireclay band found between beds C and D is a persistent 
deposit throughout this region of country''*. It was traced along 
both sides of Coxe's creek for a considerable distance, having 
been partially exposed at a number of places. It has been 
opened up on the property of Mr. William Baker, nearly oppo- 
site the mines of Mr. Stutzman. 

The bed is here three feet thick, maintaining this thickness as 
far as yet worked ; but it is uneven in quality, and the deposit, so 
far as seen, cannot be relied upon for a strictly good clay, that is 
if the run of the mine be taken. But if the output of the 
drift undergo careful "picking" before shipment, a hard, 
smooth, pearl colored clay, doubtless well adapted for fire bricks, 
can be obtained without difficulty. 

Resting at a short interval above the fire-clay is the ferrif- 
erous limestone^ probably the best known stratum in the Lower 
Productive coal measures in Somerset county. 

Pieces of the limestone have been taken from the roof of 
Baker's clay mine, and although the hill here rises sufficiently 
high to include the entire deposit, it has not yet been opened 
up. But it has been partly exposed on the opposite side of the 
stream by Mr. Stutzman. 

It is more fully developed at the mouth of Coxe's creek, but 
its quality and adaptability for agricultural purposes have never 
been ascertained at Baker's station. 

Bed D comes in almost directly above the limestone. In 
this region it is invariably a double bed of very irregular thick- 
ness. As opened by Mr. Stutzman, it shows its characteristic 
fire-clay shale parting, and measures about five feet thick from 
roof to floor. Of this, however, at least one foot must be de- 
ducted for the thickness of the parting. 

The bed has never been mined in this vicinity, but is known 
to exist in Coxe's Creek valley, almost all the way from Som- 
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erset to tho Castleman river. Here and there it has been 
eroded from the hills, but this seldom occurs. 

Bed ly, 35 feet still higher, on Mr. Baker's hill, a well de- 
fined bench undoubtedly marks the outcrop of Bed D'. This 
is seen on both sides of the creek, but has never been ex- 
plored. It continues south-westward nearly as far as Mineral 
Point, but sweeps eastward before reaching the Castleman 
river. 

Ascending by the clay pike to the top of the western slope 
of Coxe's Creek valley, the country spreads out to the west- 
ward as a rolling plain, diversified here and there by shal- 
low ravines, which widen and deepen towards Coxe's creek. 
The Freeport coals range along the top of this plateau, appear- 
ing in the several hollows, where their outcrops have been fre- 
quently opened up by the farmers. The lowermost coals, A, B 
and C, are not exposed in any of the ravines, and it is the Free- 
port group alone that furnishes in this vicinity the coal beds 
available above water level. Of this group the lowest member 
(D) is throughout the region decidedly the most important 
bed. This local superiority is attributable to the increased 
thickness of the seam, which here yields fully double as much 
coal as either of the other beds. 

The developments are too few and too imperfect to enable it 
to be definitelv stated how far westward this condition of 
things extends ; it certainly prevails along the Castleman to the 
south, as confined to this sub-basin, and perhaps prevails in all 
the intermediate region, though this can only be verified by 
opening up the beds at various points along their outcrop lines 
in the valleys of Scrubglado run and Middle creek. 

The section of the Freeport coals, obtainable along the clay 
pike resembles very closely the typical section of this group in 
the First Great Basin. Such slight variations as occur in the 
clay pike section are due, probably, to the defective leveling 
of the aneroid. It reads as follows : 

Coal, bed E. 

Interval 2ff 0" 

Fire-olay outcrop. 

In terval 45' 0" 

Coal, bed D'. 

Interval 20 0" 
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• 

Sandstone 20* 0" 

Black slates and Bliales ]0' 0'' 

Coal, bed D. 

Total 115' 0" 

Hhoads' Bun. 

The lowest bed of tbe group outcrops just above the waters 
of Rhoad's run, which crosses the pike about midway between 
Milford and Gebhartsburg. Both coal and limestone have been 
exposed at a number of points along the western bank ot the 
stream. On the farm of Mr. Tobias Myers the limestone al- 
most directly underlies the coal, as has been established by ac- 
tual developments, a few hundred yards north of the pike, the 
deposit having been here quite extensively benched. 

The coal is provided with very little cover, and the thick- 
ness of the bed has been much reduced in consequence of its 
close proximity to the surface. It dips steadily, though very 
softly, to the north-westward, and gains protection from over- 
lying rocks in the direction of the incline, the country increas- 
ing slightly in elevation in approaching the Viaduct anticlinal. 

The section at the T. Myers quarry is not characteristic of 
bed D, as developed in this region, except in so far as it shows 
the thickness of the fire-clay stratum separating the coal and 
limestone. Moreover, the whole of the limestone deposit is 
not above water level at this place, but it is stated that excava- 
tions have shown it to be full 7 feet thick, and parted thrice 
by thin layers of impure fire-clay shale, dividing it into bands 
of about equal thickness. 

The same limestone was again opened on the other side of 
the pike, on land of Mr. C. Boyis, and still further south, on 
the same farm, both limestone and coal were quite extensively 
wrought, many years aejo, near where the sugar camp now 
stands. 

From the statements of those claiming to be familiar with 
these developments, it would seem that the coal is here at its 
normal thickness, though the dimensions of the bed cannot be 
given from actual observation, as the opening is now shut. 
The slates above the coal are 6 feet thick, and full as much 
limestone was taken out from under the coal ; it was burned in 
a small kiln, and is said to have calcined easily, but yielded an 
impure, reddish lime. 



172 HHII. REPORT OP PROGRBSS. PLATT, 1876. 



Seiheri Mine. — From 40 to 50 feot higher on the same hill 
bed D' shows, the outcrop of which was once exposed, but 
has since been covered up. This coal is now mined on the 
Boyts farm, in an adjoining field to the north, and again on 
Jos. Seibert's land to the west. It is here nearly 3 J feet thick, 
being underlaid at a short interval by its usual attendant band 
of limestone. This limestone, 3 feet thick, is quarried by 
Seibert, producing a much purer lime than that obtained from 
the Lower Freeport deposit Seibert's quarry marks about the 
centre of the basin, in so far as that point can be ascertained in 
this region without the aid of further and more complete de- 
velopments. 

The section of bed D' is here as follows : 

Fig. 71. 
Heavy blaok slate. 



Coal, good.. 
Coal, bony. 




Fire clay. 



Limestone , 



3' 



1 



r 7"$ 



s' 



3' 0" 



The upper portion of the bed yields an excellent coal, which 
burns readily and leaves little ash. The bony portion of the bed 
is also taken out and used in calcining the limestone. It may 
fairly be questioned whether the above section represents the 
average condition of bed W in this neighborhood, for on Mr. 
Boyt's land the bench of bony coal is almost entirely replaced 
by good, bright, clean coal. 

The line of outcrop of the bed passes between Boyts' orchard 
and house, keeping near the hill top, and shows in the pike just 
west of Rhoads' run, the Lower Freeport coal also outcropping 
in the road at water level, and forming there a distinct bench. 

The Upper Freeport bed here comes in on the western bank 
of the run, its outcrop having been exposed by the grading of 
the pike. It is confined, however, to the highest land in the 
vicinity, and is quickly carried out into the air by the north- 
west rise of the measures towards the Viaduct anticlinal. 

Continuing westward across the hill into the next ravine, a 
few imperfect rock exposures, which however serve to indicate 
the direction of the dip, are observed along the pike. 
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Bed jy comes to daylight near J. KimmeVs homey and was 
here opened up on land belonging to Mr. W. J. Baer, of Som- 
erset. The coal was found to be nearly 3 feet thick. It out- 
crops on the opposite side of the ravine, and again crosses the 
pike further west in the eastern slope of the shallow valley of 
Scrubglade run. This is probably its final western outcrop in 
this sub-basin, preparatory to its crossing in the air the anti- 
clinal arch near Centreville. 

Bed D is above water level in the western bank of the run, 
having been handsomely exposed on the farm of Jos. Myers. 
It yields upwards of 7 feet of coal, parted near the centre by a 
band of fire clay shale. This band is of variable thickness, 
ranging from four inches to one foot, and on an adjoining 
property increasing to two feet thick and even more. 

Throughout this region the swelling of the dividing shale is 
found to be attended invariably with a decrease in the thick- 
ness of the lower bench, the upper portion of the bed maintain- 
ing the same general height, and running with great evenness 
and regularity. Moreover the two benches of coal difter widely, 
both in point of structure and quality. The lower bench is 
firm, compact and bedded in horizontal layers ; it is much in- 
termixed with slate, possesses a dull lustre at the fracture and 
breaks up into blocks in mining. But in spite of its slaty 
character it is claimed that the coal produced from this portion 
of the bed is stronger and makes a hotter fire than that from 
the upper bench. This has been repeatedly tested in burning 
limestone, and it is asserted that the same amount of heat can 
be derived from one-third less of the coal from the lower 
bench. 

The upper bench yields a much softer coal,of colunmar struc- 
ture. It carries a large amount of iron pyrites as " balls," and 
in small seams. The bench is unevenly divided by a thin but 
persistent slate band. 

Meyers^ Mine. — The following section was made near the 
working face of the mine : 
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Black slate. 

Coal 

Slate parting 

Coal 

Fireclay ahato.... 



I^. 7«. 



Coal. 



Fire clay, impure . . 




) 2' 0" 

> upper bench. ... 0' 2" 

) 0' 10" 

fromO' 4 'to 1 1" 

..lower bench.... 4' 0'' 



8' 



3' a'' 



Limestone, ferriferoua. 

The thickness of the limestone could not bo ascertained, as 
almost the whole of the deposit is beneath the bed of the run. 

The rocks here rise to the north-west at an angle of about 2°. 

Bed D has also been opened on Mr, Walker's land^ a short 
distance north of the pike. In this mine the parting shale be- 
tween the two benches of coal is full 2 feet thick, and near Mr. 
Walker's house, where the same bed was again exposed, this 
shale is said to have measured nearly 3 feet in thickness. 

About one mile north of the village of Gebhartsburg, the 
Lower Freeport coal is mined on two adjoining farms, border- 
ing the run ; the upper bench of the bed is alone worked, yield- 
ing in Mr. Sechler's mine nearly 3 feet of coal. 

ITie Viaduct anticlinal crosses the pike at or near Centreville, 
but does not elevate the Pottsville Conglomerate to daylight. 
This rock remains concealed, however, beneath only a thin cov- 
ering of Lower Productive coal measures, which may possibly 
include the lowest bed of the Freeport group. The rocks de- 
scend again quickly into the Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin, 
and the entire Lower Productive group of coals, including also 
a small amount of the Lower Barren Measures, are found about 
one mile west of Centreville. 

The valley of Middle creek is composed of the same rocks 
which make up the valleys of Coxes' creek and Scrubglade run. 
The coals which come to daylight along Middle creek will, it 
is believed, be easily identified by adopting the ferriferous 
limestone and coal bed D as a basis. This limestone prevails 
along the valley, and has been opened in a number of places. 
Middle creek joins the Castleman River near Castleman sta- 
tion, on the Pittsburg division of the Baltimore and Ohio rail- 
road. 
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CHAPTER X. 

General Geclogy of the Castleman River Valley from the Negro 
Mountain Gap to the TurkeyfooL 

The Castleman river is one of the main arteries in the Som- 
erset county drainage system ; in point of size it is second only 
to the Youghiogheny, to which it is tributary, but considered 
economically, the region drained by it and its wide-spread 
branches is by far the most important portion of the county. 

The course of the Castleman, in so far as it relates to Penn- 
sylvania, is plainly indicated on the Somerset county map ac- 
companying this volume; and by reference to this map it will 
be seen that the Castleman describes a wide loop, of irregular 
outline, thirty-five miles long. 

It crosses the Mason and Dixon line a few miles south-west 
of Salisbury, and runs for nine miles nearly along the strike of 
the rocks. At Meyersdale it turns sharply to the north-west, 
maintaining this course, with a few minor variations, for about 
ten miles, which carries it through the high, massive ridge of 
Negro Mountain and as far beyond as Mineral Point, a small 
village lying at the western edge of the gap. 

The river here touches its most northerly point, being 13J 
miles north of the Maryland State line, an interval which be- 
comes steadily reduced by its subsequent course. 

At Mineral Point the Castleman bends south-west, and again 
runs, for full three miles, nearly parallel to the strike of the 
rocks, the measures exposed along the river consequently under- 
going little variation. But from the mouth of Middle creek to 
Harnedsville, in the Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin, the course 
of the Castleman changes by sharp turns from due south to due 
west, excepting along the border of Upper Turkeyfoot township, 
where, just before crossing the synclinal axis of the Somerset 
sub-basin, the river sweeps south-eastward for nearly a mile, 
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winding around the flattened rocks to return again upon itself 
and recross the same strata, thus forming a narrow nose of high 
land less than one-half a mile in width. This narrow neck of 
land is Pinkerton Point, beyond which the river again runs 
south, but in returning by a north-west course is brought up 
against the ridge of the Viaduct anticlinal. Through this ridge 
it has cut a deep gap, enclosed by high walls and massively 
paved by the Pottsville (Serai) Conglomerate of No. XIL At 
Fort Hill it leaves the Viaduct axis, and runs nearly west as far 
as Brook tunnel, where it bends sharply and runs southward 
for a considerable distance ; tui'ns then and again flows west, 
holding this course for more than a mile, when by a graceful 
curve it makes its final sweep southward, getting within five 
and one-half miles of the Maryland line at Hamedsville ; 
thence the river runs west and north-west to its junction with 
Laurel Hill creek and the Youghiogheny river at the Turkey- 
foot. 

The geology of the Castleman river, as confined to the Ber- 
lin-Salisbury sub-basin east of Negro Mountain, is elsewhere 
described in detail in this volume. These results may here 
very properly be briefly recapitulated : 

Firstly^ it was shown that the river in that sub-basin flows 
mainly over rocks belonging to the Lower Barren Measure 
ure series, and that from the Maryland line, north-eastward as 
fer as Meyersdale, the hills skirting the western bank of the 
stream attain sufficient elevation to include over a narrow area 
not only the Pittsburg bed of coal, but in places also as much 
as 200 feet of the Upper Productive coal measures ; secondly^ 
that this condition of things extends neither north nor west 
from Meyersdale, and that before entering the hills of Negro 
Mountain the river gets below the Barren Measure rocks, thus 
bringing to daylight the Lower Productive coal beds; and 
finally^ that before crossing the Negro Mountain anticlinal the 
channel of the Castleman is far down in the sub-Conglomerate 
rocks. 

Crossing this anticlinal, it enters the Somerset sub-basin, 
which it leaves at Shoo Fly tunnel, passing at that point the 
arch of the Viaduct axis, the western geological boundary line 
of the Somerset sub basin. For the balance of its course it 
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flows in the Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin, crossing the syn- 
clinal of the basin before mingling its waters with those of 
the Youghiogheny. 

The Caatleman river, from Mineral Point to the Turkey Foot, 
flows through a typical coal measure valley. The changes that 
occur in the geology are few in number and simple in character, 
but their effect on the topography and the general condition 
of the valley, is as immediate as it is imperative. 

These changes consist merely in a gradual replacement of 
the Lower Productive coal rocks by the softer material which 
in large part makes up the Lower Barren Measures, while the 
effect produced is to convert steep, rugged and forbidding hill- 
sides into gentle slopes, which permit of a profitable cultiva- 
tion of the soil. Wherever the Lower Productive coal rocks 
prevail, to the exclusion of all higher measures, there the val- 
ley is wholly unattractive to the farmer, who has naturally 
sought the high glade land to the north ; but these unprepos- 
sessing hillsides include several beds of coal and fire-clay, be- 
sides carrying, very frequently, an important band of iron ore, 
and are therefore of much importance economically. 

When the conditions are favorable to an accumulation of 
Barren Measure slates and shales on top of these Lower Pro- 
ductive rocks, the change in the general face of the country, 
though gradual, is both interesting and striking. And though 
the change is invariably the same, in all regions, wher- 
ever similar conditions prevail, yet it is most handsomely il- 
lustrated in the Castleman valley, where the hills are high and 
the changes plainly marked. 

Excepting at the centre of the respective troughs, the Castle- 
man valley is still a wilderness. This is mainly due to the great 
prevalence of heavy sandstone beds, the boulders and angular 
fragments of which often extend from the channel of the 
river to a j)oint far up on the slopes. These sandstone masses 
proceed from three distinct deposits, differing in thickness, 
but equally massive; namely, the Pottsville (Serai) Con- 
glomerate, at the base of the Lower Productive group, the 
Freeport sandstone overlying coal bed D, and the Mahoning 
sandstone overlying coal bed E, at the top of the group. The 
12— UHll. ' 
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]ilaces occupied by these deposits at different parts of the val- 
ley, are enumerated further on. 

It was stated above that at the centre of the Negro Moun- 
tain anticlinal, the Castleman river flows over sub-Conglom- 
erate rocks. In descending the river from Pine Grove station, 
at which point the Negro Mountain anticlinal axis crosses the 
Castleman, these sub-Conglomerate rocks, several hundred feet 
thick, disappear rapidly beneath the water, under the influence 
of a sharp north-west dip, and before the west end of the gap 
has been reached the Pottsville Conglomerate (XII) has also 
been buried, thus allowing the coal measures to come into the 
hills. Thus far (Mineral Point) the few exposures along the 
railroad show almost nothing, and the thicknessof either XI, 
(Mauch Chunk red shale,) or XII, (Pottsville Conglomerate,) 
<»n only be approximately determined. But portions of the 
Lower Productive series are above water level along the Cas- 
tleman river for the balance of its course, the local sections 
grouped on Page Plate XI showing how much of these meas- 
ures are above water level at the various places where sections 
were made ; while out of these local sections, a vertical section 
has been compiled (Page Plate X, Fig. 73) which is nearly 
complete to a point 100 feet above Bed E, the highest coal of 
the Lower Productive group. Before the Turkey Foot is 
reached the Lower Productive rocks support as much as 370 
feet of cover, which is nearly two-thirds of the entire Barren 
Measure series. 

This section is of much geological importance, the Castleman 
valley being the most southern point in the First Great Basin of 
Pennsylvania, where a full section of the Lower Productive coal 
rocks is obtainable. And it further completes the series from 
the Susquehanna river to the Maryland line, establishing, along 
with the others, the singular regularity with which these meas- 
ures run in this Basin. 

The section is similar to those made in Clearfield, Cambria 
and Centre counties to the north, not only in its main features, 
but it also shows a remarkable resemblance to them even in its 
minor details. Placed side by side with the leading sections 
of the north, the differences noted are trifling, with one single 
exception ; and this exception, the introduction of the ferrifer- 



SOMERSET SUB-BASIK. IIHII. 179 

ous limestone into the s.ection and the thickening of coal bed 
D, occurs in Cambria county, and was discussed in the Report 
of Progress on that district*, and is more fully elaborated in 
the final chapter of this volume. 

The identification, therefore, of the coal beds of the Castle- 
man valley with beds elsewhere in the First Basin, occupying 
similar horizons, is attended with but little difficulty. The six 
persistent seams, A, B, C, D, D' and E, that have been followed 
step by step from the Susquehanna river south-westward, oc- 
cupy their accustomed place in the Castleman section, separated 
by almost precisely the same intervals, which in turn are com- 
posed of very nearly the same rocks. 

Castleman River Section {Compiled). 

The Castleman section is shown on Page Plate X ; it reads 
as follows (Fig. 73) : 

Coal smut 0' 3 ' 

J^re clay shale 1 6 

Coal smut and blaok slate 1 

Limestone 10 

Shales 85 

Black slate crop 2 

Shales 18 

Sandstone 20 

Shales 25 

Coal 1 

• 

Interval 160 

Coal, Rose bed 

Olive shales 20 

Sandstone, flaggy, with ore t>ali stratum 25 

Shales 15 

Sandstone, flaggy 20 

Black slates and shales 25 

Coal,bed E 2 

Fire-clay shale 7 

Limescone 8 6 

Interval 60 

Coal, bed D' 1 6 

Shale 1 

Limestone 8 

Interval 10 

Sandstone, Freeport 20 

Blackslates 6 

Coal ^ \ 8 

Fire-clay bhale. [bed D, 6' 6" > 1 

Coal i ^ 2 6 



* Report of Progress HU, Harrisburg, 1875. 
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Slate 1* C 

liimestone, ferriferous 6 

Fire-clay, with ore 4 

Interval 20 '0 

Coal crop (T). 

• Interval 2 

Limestone 8 

Interval 6 

Sandstone 8 

Black slate with thin band of ore 8 

Coal, bed C 1 6 

Fire-clay 4 O: 

Sandstone 4 

Black slate 11 

Coal 6 

Fire-clay, with ore balls. 3 

Black slate 7 

Coal, bed B 4 

Fire-clay 1 

Shales, with ore balls 17 

Sandstone 10 

Coal 1 6 

Shale 6 

Sandstone 8 

Slate and shale 14 

Sandstone 25 

Coal, bed A 3 6 

Impure fire-clay 20 

Sandstone, Piedmont 30 

Coal 1 

PottBville Conglomerate. 

Total 723' 4" 

The Lower Productive Measures. 

In analysing the Castleman section more closely, we find that 
coal bed A^ with its underlying mass of impure fire clay shale, 
shows in the measures just above a deposit of heavy sand- 
stone, the Piedmont sandstone, or the upper portion of the Potts- 
ville Conglomerate, (No. XII,) the name Piedmont being de- 
rived from the Cumberland basin. 

The fire-clay deposit, seen below bed A at Shoo Fly tunnel, is 
an almost unfailing accompaniment of the seam. It is, how- 
ever, unusually impure and abnormally thick at the above lo- 
cality. 

There has been no attempt to work this clay at any point 
along the Castleman River, though it is everywhere present 
wherever its horizon is above water level, and is of considera- 
ble thickness. 
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This is probably the most persistent and importxint fire clay 
deposit in the coal measures. The previous Reports of Pro- 
gress, (n, 1874, and HH, 1875,) in Cambria, Clearfield, Centre 
and Jefterson counties, give numerous measurements and analy- 
ses of the bed in the difterent localities; the well known fire- 
brick works at Sandy Ridge, Blue Ball, Woodland and Hope 
Station, in Clearfield county ; Benezette, in Elk county ; Brook- 
ville, in Jefferson county, and Queen's Run and Farrandsville, 
in Clinton county, all derive their fire-clay from this bed. 

The coal bed runs about 3J feet thick, and is obviously 
impure, although as worked opposite Castleman station it is 
reported to have given entire satisfaction. A sudden and 
sharp horseback, by which the coal is sent rapidly downwards, 
is shown in the cutting at Shoo Fly tunnel. I'his irregularity 
is highly interesting, and is more fully described and illustrated 
(Page Plate XII, Fig. 81,) in the detailed description of that 
region. 

The sandstone which appears in the section as directly over- 
lying bed A, is one of the governing sandstones of the Lower 
Productive coal measures. It is persistent over wide areas, 
and is an excellent guide to the identification of the two low- 
est workable coal beds of the series. Along the Castleman river 
it is made up of minute grains, cemented closely and firmly to- 
gether, the whole possessing a grayish color. It varies con- 
siderably, ranging from a few feet to thirty feet in thickness. 
At Shoo Fly tunnel it is full 25 feet thick, and crowds out the 
slates which almost invariably rest upon bed A. 

Bed B is placed 80 feet above bed A in the Castleman sec- 
tion. This distance is possibly somewhat exaggerated, but it 
is believed to be very close to the truth. An opportunity was 
not afforded for an exact measurement of the interval between 
the beds, and though perhaps a trifle wide of the correct figure, 
80 feet must be accepted as the nearest approach to absolute ac- 
curacy that can at present be obtained in the absence of further 
developments. 

Very little, however, is known of the character of thie bed 
in the Castleman valley, and there seems to be good reason to 
believe that it is of little importance economically throughout 
all this region. Otherwise it would have been more frequently 
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developed, for its existence is not unknown at various points 
along the valley. Little dependence can therefore be placed 
upon it for a supply of good marketable coal, although moro 
systematic and thorough developments, by which its quality 
may be tested chemically and its thickness proved, may show 
ttiat the bed is valuable either for steam or coking purposes, 
and that the few imperfect openings that have hitherto been 
made in it from time to time, do not faithfully express the real 
condition of things. 

Bed CI, or rather the small seam that has been known as bed 
C throughout the Clearfield and Cambria reports, is seen in the 
Castleman column occupying a position 30 feet above bed B. 
This is its usual place, and along the Castleman the coal is 1 
foot 6 inches thick, with a regular roof and floor. A small 
band of carbonate iron ore is usually found in the roof slates. 
This band, though rich in iron, does not exceed 2 inches in 
thickness, and is therefore too small to be of any practical im- 
portance. 

An altogether new feature of the Castleman section is the 
occurrence of a small limestone band about 20 feet above bed 
C. This was observed in a single locality, but its horizon is 
unmistakable. It is about 3 feet thick, and seems overlaid at 
a short distance by a thin streak of coal. 

Bed D. — The next coal bed in ascending order is, so far as 
we may judge from the facts at hand, the most important de- 
posit of the Castleman valley. And this it owes to its supe- 
rior thickness, yielding nearly double as much coal as any of 
the other beds of the Lower Productive series, and also to its 
association with a deposit of limestone 6 feet thick, rather than 
the purity of the bed, for freedom from impurities character- 
izes neither the coal nor limestone throughout the valley. But 
though somewhat slaty and pyritous, the coal is easily mined 
and is suitable for domestic purposes ; and while the limestone 
carries both iron and magnesia in considerable quantities, 
there is an abundance of strong fuel at hand to give it the hard 
burning it requires. 

The coal bed is here easily recognized and identified. Its 
association with the ferriferous limestone, almost directly un- 
derlying, and with the massive Freeport sandstone, almost di- 
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rectly overlying, would alone render it recognizable; but the 
thick band of impure fire clay shale, which divides the bed un- 
evenly into two benches, is an unfailing and unerring guide to 
its identification along the Castleman. 

This [)arting reaches its maximum thickness in the Castle- 
man valley ; elsewhere in this volume it was shown that the part- 
ing does not occur at all at the extreme northern end of the 
county, nor does it appear in Cambria count}'' ; but that it first 
shows as a thin streak of slate, which slowly thickens south- 
westward into a band of indurated fire-clay shale one foot 
thick, and souietimes of even greater dimensions. 

The Freeport iSanrf^/one occupies a position between coal beds 
D and D'. This deposit, though of variable thi3kness, is re- 
cognizable over wide areas, and establishes a marked horizon 
in the Lower Productive coal measures. But the massiveness 
of the deposit along the Castleman gives to it unusual promi- 
nence throughout the valley Its outcrop is frequently marked 
by bold clifts, twenty feet high, ranging along the brow of an 
abrupt hillside, while at other times it makes its presence 
known by loose masses of heavy sandstone, which exercise a 
blighting effect upon the cultivation of the soil. 

The physical features of this sandstone deposit are very 
prominent along the Castleman. It has a somewhat pebbly 
character, the pebbles being usually elongated and about as 
large as a bean. Under atmospheric action the sandstone weath- 
ers into rounded blocks, bleaching on the weathered side, and 
bringing the isolated pebbles into bold relief. It is thus 
easily mistakable for the Pottsville Conglomerate. 

Tlie Middle Freeport coal bed comes in a short distance above 
the Freeport sandstone. The bed is little known between Min- 
eral Point and the Turkey Foot, and is therefore absent from 
the majority of the local sections. But its absence must not be 
understood as indicating that the bed has disappeared totally 
from tlio series ; it is doubtless represented on the Castleman. 
in all the hillsides which include the Freeport group, but has 
remained unexplored. The bed is usually too thin to be 
wroui^lit with profit even for domestic purposes, and it is there- 
fore, as a rule, only exposed at those points where it is known 
to be underlaid by limestone. It is so represented in the Cas- 
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tleman section, although this is only partly established by the 
few and imperfect openings on it seen along the river. It is 
not known at all in the Fort Hill and Harnedsville regions, and 
in fact has not been recognized anywhere along the Castleman 
in the Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin. Its discovery at any 
point between Fort Hill and the Turkey Foot, or in the neigh- 
borhood of Ursina on Laurel Hill run, would be very gratify- 
ing and would clear up considerable that can now only be ex- 
plained by conjecture. 

The small coal and limestone which range through the hills 
about 110 feet above bed D,or the Ferriferous coal, clearly be- 
longs to the Upper Freeport deposit. Otherwise it must be 
assumed that a sudden thickening has occurred in the meas- 
ures whereby the Freeport group has swelled to thrice its 
usual dimensions, and that too within a short distance, for no 
such thing is known at Somerset, where the rocks of this 
group are entirely normal, nor is it the case along the clay pike 
only a few miles north of the Castleman, as has been shown in 
a previous chapter. 

Moreover, the usual interval between beds D and E is 110 
feet, an interval which prevails, with only trifling variations, 
from the Snow Shoe district, in Centre county, to within a few 
miles of the Castleman river. 

Assuming, then, that this be the Upper Freeport coal bed 
and that the Middle Freeport coal still remains unexplored 
along the Castleman river, the section, so far as it relates to the 
Lower Productive Measures, is complete. The Upper Freeport 
bed lucks significance, economically considered, owing to its 
attenuated condition. It is, however, underlaid by a moderately 
pure limestone, which calcines easily, and yielding a fair, good 
lime, is always of much importance to the farmers. 

The Upper Freeport bed is regarded as the top of the Lower 
Productive coal series, the Mahoning sandstone coming in di- 
rectly above and forming a massive roof, on which the "Lower 
Barrens" rest. From the preceding pages it is manifest that 
no just estimate can be formed of the quality and thickness of 
the Lower Productive coals in the Castleman valley from the 
few imperfect openings that have hitherto been made. And 
this fact is even made more manifest by the detailed descrip- 
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tion of these scattered developments given in a succeeding 
chapter. 

It is, however, plainly apparent that the work of develop- 
ment along the Castleman, bo far as this has yet been carried, 
indicates that the Lower Productive coal seams are thinner 
and more parted in that locality than in other regions ; but it 
is also certain that there is an abundance of coal above water 
level in this valley, the adaptability of which, either for coking 
or steam purposes, remains a question for future detennina- 
tion. 

Castleman Valley Iron Ores. 

The iron ores of the Castleman valley have hitherto been 
much neglected, and very little is known respecting them. 
Both the Castleman station and the Pinkerton Point sections 
show a workable band of carbonate ore between beds D and E, 
and traces of the Johnstown ore deposit are seen in the higher 
sections which extend up into the Barren Measures. 

The upper ore outcrop is perhaps of little consequence, but 
the Pinkerton Point deposit has been investigated, and has 
been shown to be a persistent band, rich in iron. The iron ore 
band high above the water level at Castleman station, is doubt- 
less the same deposit. 

Traces of the Hooversville deposit, (between beds A and B,) 
likewise appear in the Castleman station section, and also in 
some other of the local sections. But these traces,(except at Cas- 
tleman station,) are so feeble that they amount to little or 
nothing. 

The Shade Furnace and Listonville ore, on the Pottsville 
Conglomerate (XII), is missing altogether from the section 
under consideration. It is just possible that this absence is at- 
tributable rather to a lack of proper exploration than to any 
other cause, though considering the unreliability of such ore 
deposits over extended areas, it is also possible that the ore 
band, so well known at other localities, has so decreased in 
thickness as to be scarcely recognizable along the Castleman 
river. 

The Lcrwer Barren Measures, 

The Barren Measure portion of the Castleman section re- 
quires some especial notice. By reference to the section it will 
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be observed that as much as 380 feet of these rocks are in- 
cluded in the hills, the highest point being reached at the syn- 
clinal of the Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin; but they are 
also found along Laurel Hill creek from Ursina westward, and 
along the Youghiogheny from Confluence southward, for a con- 
siderable distance. 

The Mahoning Sandstone^ as a double deposit, parted by a 
mass of shale 15 feet thick, is prominent in the Castleman sec- 
tion, as it is in nature along the river. 

It does not rest immediately on top of the Upper Freeport 
coal bed, as frequently happens, but is separated from it by a 
deposit of soft black slates and shales 25 feet thick. 

The sandstone is much current bedded, which causes it in 
weathering to break up into small pieces. It thus often cov- 
ers the slopes, along which its outcrop line runs, with plates 
and fragments of fine grained sandstone, often mottled with 
spots of the oxide of iron. 

The Johnstown iron ore is seen resting on top of the sand- 
stone deposit, but as it occurs in the form of loose nodules and 
balls, it lacks signiflcance, except as testifying to the persistency 
of the iron ore horizon. 

The Rose coal bed is an important feature in the Ban-en 
Measure portion of the section. This bed occurs about 100 
feet above the Upper Freeport coal, but like all coal beds and 
especially all coal beds in the Barren Measures, its thickness 
varies considerably even over small areas. 

It must not be understood therefore as averaging 6 feet thick 
along the Castleman river, nor even approaching that figure. 
It is so represented in the Castleman compiled section merely 
to avoid confusion, for the bed has gained 'Considerable noto- 
riety through the operations of the Pittsburg Coal, Coke and 
Iron Company, by which company it was opened on Brown's 
run, north of Ursina, full six feet thick, a thickness it totally 
fails to maintain. So far as opened along the Castleman, it is 
of no importance whatever, although the developments have 
shown that the bed runs with great persistency, coming in al^ 
ways about 100 feet above bed E. 

A few thin streaks of coal occur at various intervals between 
the large bed and the topmost limestone of the section. These 
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are not workable deposits, and are therefore entirely devoid of 
interest economically, but a complete section of these small 
beds, together with the intervals separating them, is of scien- 
tific interest. 

Th£ higtiest limestone^ capping the section 880 feet above the 
UpjMjr Freeport coal bed, is clearly the Elk Lick limestone^ and 
has been so identified elsewhere in this Report. Indeed it is 
this section, with its topmost limestone, that furnishes the link 
in the Barren Measure chain that was unobtainable in the Ber- 
lin-Salisbury sub-basin, the link establishing the connection be- 
tween the Elk Lick limestone and the top of the Lower Pro- 
ductive coal measures. 

The limestone is further seen to be accompanied at Hameds- 
ville, Ursina and Confluence by its attendant coal bed, the Mk 
Lick coal^ but as the limestone usually Ibrms the summit of 
the high plateau, only a trace of the original coal bed remains. 
At one point, in Lower Turkey Foot Township, sufficient cover 
ban been spared to allow the coal bed to appear at its full height, 
namely, 2J feet. 

Including the sub-Conglomerate rocks in the Negro Mountain 
gap, fully as much as 1,200 feet of measures are exposed be- 
tween the surface of the Castleman river at Pine Grove station, 
and the top of the highest ground at Confluence. Though ex- 
posed iQ the sense of aftbrding an opportunity for a measurement 
of interval distances, yet all of the difterent strata cannot be 
seen, being covered up by surface soil and debris, and the com- 
plete descriptive section comprehends only about two-thirds of 
the whole amount of included measures. Along the railroad, 
(Pittsburg Division of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad,) which 
skirts the north bank of the stream from Brook Tunnel to Mey- 
ersdale, partial sections are occasionally ofibred, the show in a 
few instances being very handsome, notably near Castleman 
station, and near Shoo Fly tunnel, but in the main, the railroad 
is located close to the river, and thus avoids much cutting. 

This railroad, connecting the Castleman valley with the east 
and west, has already been in active operation for a number of 
years. But the road has awakened little activity in the valley, 
excepting in the Meyersdale region, which has reaped all the 
advantages of possessing the famous Pittsburg coal bed. And 
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that this great bed should monopolize attention need create no 
surprise. The smaller coals of the Lower Productive series, 
even supposing that they should prove to be highly valuable, 
can scarcely expect to be extensively worked for shipment un- 
til the greater part of the Meyersdale-Salisbnry area has been 
developed. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Description of Mines and Mineral Developments on the Castle- 
man BivePy in the Somerset Sub-Basin. 

A discussion of the coal measures along the Castleman river 
in the Somerset sub-basin, properly begins at Mineral Point, 
where nearly the entire group of Lower Productive rocks is 
above water level. This place marks the western end of 
Kegro Mountain gap, the hie^h precipitous sides of which 
are almost wholly composed of Formations XII, XI, and per- 
haps a portion of No. X. Formation XII, the Great Potts- 
ville or Serai Conglomerate, crowns the mountain top where it 
overlooks Pine Grove, at the centre of the gap, and the lofty 
walls of rock and shale, 700 feet high, which enclose the river 
at this point, are entirely destitute of workable coal seams. 
But on the mountain top, to the north of the stream, a thin 
sheet of coal measures stretches almost to the summit of the 
axis, and carries with it the lowest workable bed of the series, 
bed A. 

This seam was discovered on the Vogel farm high above the 
Castleman, and only a short distance west of the centre of the 
anticlinal arch. Where opened the coal is near its final eastern 
crop, preparatory to its crossing the arch in the air, and the 
bench of the bed is quite prominent, ranging over the highest 
fields of the farm. 

The bed was only recently opened, and is claimed to meas- 
ure 6 feet thick ; the coal is considerably intermixed with slate, 
besides carrying some sulphur, but is sufliciently pure for do- 
mestic purposes, and its discovery is of geological importance as 
defining the limits of the coal measures on Negro A^ountain at 
this point. 
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The line of junction between the coal measures and the Con- 
glomerate is very plainly marked, the smooth tillable soil from 
the softer rocks of the coal measures being nere under cultiva- 
tion, and presenting a striking contrast to the sterility existing 
along the outcrop of the Conglomerate. 

In going north-westward from the Vogel farm towards Min- 
eral Point, the coal measures are observed to pile up rapidly, 
and bed A is soon lost beneath the surface after leaving the 
Vogel mine. Its outcrop descending sharply south-west, runs 
along both sides of the gap, keeping high above the Castleman 
foi some distance. It is here, however, concealed from view ; 
uor is it seen at the place where it passes under water level, 
about one-third of a mile south-east of Mineral Point station, 
so that its thickness there is unknown. 

Just beyond the point where this coal bed is supposed to 
puss beneath the Castleman, the railroad cuts through a short 
nose of sand-rock projecting into the river. This sandstone, 
fine-grained and much current bedded, is presumably the well 
known deposit overlying bed A. Directly above this, two 
trial openings are seen, disclosing beds J! and -B, about 25 feet 
apart. 

The openmgs were made by Mr. Philip Wolfersherger^ by 
whom a thickness of full 2 feet is claimed for bed A'. This 
seems to be a distinct and well defined bed throughout the 
Lower Coal Measures, though usually too thin to be of practical 
value. It is 1' 8" thick at Bennington, (on the Allegheny Moun- 
tain,) and is at the latter place 34 feet below bed B. 

From the Wolfersberger opening it sinks slowly towards the 
Castleman, and is just above the water's edge at Mineral Point 
station, at which place the hill rising to the north of the river 
has been thoroughly developed by Mr. Wolfersberger, and a 
tolerably complete section thereby afforded. 

Wolfersberger Mine. — In ascending this hill a stratum of 
dark tire-clay shale, full 10 feet thick, is first seen, coming in 
directly above the railroad. Ten feet still higher bed B out- 
cropf^,and at this place a drift was run in upon it from the Coxe's 
creek side. The coal shows reasonably well, appearing as a 
double bed, about 4J feet thick, of which about 3J feet are 
good coal. 
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The gangway was driven in some distance on a south-east 
course, and sinks in that direction from the start, which indi- 
cates a slight horseback, as the measures are seen to rise regu- 
larly to the south-east, just beyond the face of the mine. Only 
a small amount of coal was taken from this opening, but such 
as was here mined is reported to have given satisfaction to 
those by whom it was used. The following section of the bed 
was obtained by Mr. Chas. A. Young : 

Slate. Fig. 7J^ 

Coal 

Slate 

Coal 

Slate 

Coal 

Fire-clay shale 

Coal 

Fire-clay. 

The thin slate partings noticed in the upper bench are be- 
lieved to be non-persistent, and Mr. Young states that the coal 
is clean, bright and very free from sulphur. 

Continuing the ascent of the hill, a stratum of dark colored, 
ore bearing shales, shows 25 feet above the mine. The shales 
are upwards of 6 feet thick, but so far as exposed by Mr. Wolf- 
ersberger the "ore balls" do not lie contiguously, and the out- 
crop is not promising. A few feet above this is a small coal 
bed, 18 inches thick, overlaid almost directly by a thin plate 
of carbonate iron ore. The coal is in position for bed (7. 

The ore shows well, but the band does nqt seem to attain a 
thickness exceeding 2 inches, and alone the deposit is therefore 
without value. 

Fifteen feet above this outcrop, a deposit of sandy ferrug- 
inous shales, 6 feet thick, has been exposed. These shales 
are darkly stained with iron and are highly ferruginous, 
but seem, so far as one may judge from the present exposure, to 
carry little or no ore. Twenty feet still higher, Mr. Wolfers- 
bergcr opened up the fire-clay deposit which almost directly 
underlies the ferriferous limestone. This fire clay is worked 
on Coxe's creek, near Baker's station, and is elsewhere de- 
scribed (p. 169). 

The ferriferous limestone and coal bed D have further been 
exposed on Mr. Wolfersberger's property. 1 he limestone was 
quarried many years ago and calcined in a kiln, now in 
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ruins. It yielded an impure lime, adaptable* however, for fer- 
tilizing purposes. The whole of the deposit is no longer ex- 
posed on this hillside, but it is claimed to measure 5 feet thick. 

The coal bed, which comes in almost directly above the lime- 
stone, is parted by a thick band of indurated fire clay shale, 
the entire bed from roof to floor measuring 6 feet in height 

A cliff of massive sandstone (Free port) caps the hill to the 
north of the station, and coal bed U does not extend to the 
river bluflF, but is found further north, where the hill rises 
suflSciently high (so it is claimed) to include bed -E?, which 
must, however, only touch the tops of a few detached knolls 
These coals appear, however, in the Mineral Point section, re- 
presented on Page Plate XI, Fig. 75, this portion of the section 
being compiled. In detail it is as follows, reading downwards : 

Yeriical Section at Mineral Point. 

Coal,bedE 4' 0'' 

Interval 60 

Coal.bedD' 2 

Fire clay 2 

Limestone 2 

Interval 14 

Sandstone (Freeport) 20 

Coal J ^ 8 

Fire day shale >bedD *. ) 1 

Coal ) C 2 

Slate r 

Limestone (ferriferous) 5 

Fireclay 8 

Interval ; sandstone boulders 20 

Shales, sandy and ferruginous. 6 

Interval 10 

Shales, with iron ore band two inches thick 5 

Coal, bed C ! 1 6 

Interval 6 

Shales, with ore balls , g 

Interval, sandstone (?) 20 

Slate ^ r 

Coal, bed B 4 6 

Fire clay f 

Interval 10 

Fire clay shale 10 

Interval 5 o 

Coal.. 2 

V^^ater level of Castleman river. -_ 

Total 222' 0'* 
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The Freeport sandstone is very prominent at Mineral Point. 
To the north and east its outcrop ranges along the top of the 
hill in the form of a bold cliff, 20 feet high, from which, in 
weathering, boulders of great weight have become detached 
and rolled down the slope, which, in general appearance, is not 
unlike a hillside composed of No. XII, and might easily be mis- 
taken for such, so heavy are the boulders, so massive the sand- 
stone, and so sterile and barren the soil. It may be added, how- 
ever, that the Freeport deposit, while furnishing a large amount 
of the sandstone at Mineral Point, is not alone responsible for 
all the boulders and fragments seen there, for not only the de- 
posit between beds A and B, but also the Piedmont sandstone, 
and even the Great Conglomerate, have contributed each a con- 
siderable amount of broken sandstone, the boulders in the case 
of the Conglomerate having been carried by some agency from 
the interior of the gap. 

Descending the Castleman from Mineral Point, rugged hills, 
enclosing the coals above described, skirt the stream on both 
sides. The course of the river carries it somewhat deeper into 
the basin within the next three miles, but the rapid fall in the 
Castleman amply compensates for the incline of the rocks to- 
wards the synclinal, and the measures above water level remain, 
therefore, nearly the same aa far as Castleman village, in which 
interval there are few or no exposures to record as existing along 
the river hills. 

Bed B was, however, at one time opened and worked to a 
small extent at Schaff's bridge^ about one-half mile below (S.W.) 
Mineral Point station. The bed, which was opened 40 feet 
above the river, is said to yield here as much as 4 feet of good 
coal. The hill stretching south from the river has a gentle 
slope, and shows a succession of rounded terraces, all of which 
remain as yet unexplored. 

At the mouth of Middle creek a high, evenly rounded ter- 
race, consisting mainly of massive sandstone, but including also 
two thin coal seams close together, is conspicuous in the north- 
em bank of the Castleman. This bench, only a few feet above 
the water, runs parallel with the railroad for some little dis- 
tance, but is subsequently cut through, and in this manner its 
13— IIHH. 
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contents have been exposed. Moreover, this cutting, which 
continues along the north side of the railroad for several hun- 
dred yards, reveals very prettily such a roll as coal beds, 
large and small, are frequently liable to. The irregularity 
is in the nature of a gentle wave, arching gracefully, the 
coals riding over the arch and suffering no change until the 
end of the cut, when the upper of the two small beds thins out 
and disappears totally, black slate coming in to take its place. 
This disappearance, however, is perhaps only local, for twin 
coal beds, believed to be the same as the above, were observed 
some distance further west. 

These small coals occupy a position far down in the Lower 
Productive Series, and the outcrop lines run up Middle creek, 
but were not followed to their turning point on the latter 
stream. 

At the mouth of Middle creek the hills are very high, espe- 
cially to the south of the Castleman, where they rise full four 
hundred feet into the air, thus including all of the Lower Pro- 
ductive coal rocks, and a small portion also of the Barren Meas- 
ures. Some of the coal beds have been opened at this place, 
on the property of Mr. B. Heinbachy but the openings are im- 
perfect, and a more complete section can be obtained further 
down the river, opposite Castleman village, where a high, ab- 
rupt hillside facing the village from the south, has been quite 
thoroughly explored, with the following results (Page Plate 
XI, Fig. 76) : 

Vertical Section at CasUeman Village. 

HiU top, Mahoning sandstone. 

Shale 60* 0" 

Ore ball stratum in shale. 

Shale 45 

Sandstone 25 

Interval, unknown rooks 80 

Coal crop 2 

Interval 10 

Fire clay and blaok slate 8 

Interval 19 

Iron ore (?) limestone T 2 

Shales 43 



Coal 

Coal, bony 
Fire-clay, 
CoaL 



2 10 

^bedD ^ 4 

8 4 
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Fire-clay 3' 0" 

Limestone 2 -f (?) 

Fire-olay and ore bails 8 9 

Interval 26 

Coal crop. 

Interval 8 

Limestone 8 

Interval 6 

Sandstone 18 

Coal 2 seen. 

Fire-clay 8 

Interval 10 

Fire-clay 8 

Sandstone 86 

Coal 1 

Sandstone and fire-clay shale 4 

Black slates 8 

Coal 6 

Shales with ore 1' 0" to 6 

Interval 25 

Fire-clay with ore 6 

Sandstone 10 

Coal 1 2 

Fire-clay, impure 3 

Black slates and shales. 7 

Coal, ^ r 1 6 

SiateV ) 2 

Coal,) ( 1 6 

Fire-clay T 

Interval 10 

Castleman river. 

Total 488 9 

Attention should properly be directed to the few points of 
difference existing between the Mineral Point and Castleman 
sections. 

These two sections, drawn to scale, have been placed side by 
side on Page Plate XI, and the reader is therefore in position 
to note the nature and extent of the differences. 

It seems reasonably certain that bed A is at the base of the 
Castleman section, although this identification has been made 
with some hesitation, but otherwise it is difficult to account 
for the wide interval between the Ferriferous coal bed (D) and 
the bed just above water level at Castleman village The 
river is here from 50 to 60 feet lower than at Mineral Point, 
which would account for the increased depth of the section, pro- 
viding the rocks occupy about the same level at both places, 
which is not improbable. 

Beyond the mere opening up of the outcrops scarcely any- 
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thing has been done in the way of development at Gastleman 
village. But in the back country to the east, and also to the 
north looking towards Centreville, on the clay pike, a number 
of openings, principally on bed Z), have been made by farmers. 

These mines are worked to a limited extent, and the open- 
ings are often very imperfect, but the thickness and character 
of the coal mined can in every instance be obtained. 

The openings on the JB. Heinbach property, one-half mile north- 
east of Castleman village, are now nearly all closed up. Indi- 
cations would point, however, to bed D having once been mined 
here, at a height of 200 feet, by barometer, above the river. 
So long as the mine remained open considerable coal was taken 
from it, but it subsequently fell shut and was abandoned. The 
bed is reported as full 3 feet thick, and at the crop is consid- 
erably intermixed with slate ; it burns freely, igniting quickly 
but leaves a large amount of ash. It is overlaid by crumbly 
shale, and the character of the floor could not be ascertained. 
It is highly probable that only one bench of the bed was mined. 

Accepting this identification as correct, the HEddle Freeporl 
limestone comes in 50 feet higher in the hill. Only the ex- 
treme outcrop of the limestone has been exposed, and no coal 
was noted in connection with the deposit. But about 100 feet 
above the limestone band an even and persistent bench proba- 
bly marks the Upper Freeport coal bed. 

There are indications of lower beds between the coal mine 
and the river. The first at a distance of 45 feet below the open 
ing on D, at which point a small seam of coal 18 inches thick 
was at one time exposed, and at about 80 feet still lower the two 
small coal seams outcrop ; the same beds which are exposed in 
the railroad cut at the mouth of Middle creek. 

Sechler Mine, — On the top of the high plateau at the base 
of Negro Mountain, about one and a half miles east south-east 
of Castleman villafi^e, the Lower Freeport bed (D) is again 
mined on the property of Mr. Henry Sechler, the whole of the 
bed being exposed as follows : 

Black slate. 

Coal 3' 0" 

Slate 2 J 8' ID* 

Coal 8 

Slate ? 

Litnestone. 
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The coal does not show well, but considerable of it is never- 
theless consumed in calcining limestone, in boiling maple sap 
(much maple sugar being made hereabouts), and in the winter 
time coal is almost universally used in the stoves. 

The Sechler mine yields confessedly a poor quality of fuel, 
no better evidence of this fact being needed than that afforded 
by the ash heap at Mr. Sechler's sugar camp. The iron pyrite, 
which is abundant in the coal, reappears in the ash heap in the 
usual form of clinker. 

The limestone underlying the coal has also been quarried on 
this property, but cannot now be seen; its thickness could 
not be ascertained, but on the adjoining farm of Mr, J, Snyder 
the same deposit shows 6 feet thick. At this latter place it is 
both ferriferous and argillaceous, the iron being especially promi- 
nent in the half calcined fragments. 

The deposit is divided, by thin shaly partings, into three dis- 
tinct and separate bands, the middle one of which is best 
adapted for fertilizing. 

The coal bed, which appears here the same as at Sechler 's 
mine, is separated from the limestone by an interval of 1 J feet, 
made up of black slates and soft, impure fire clay. 

At Sechler's mine, the hill rising to the east towards Negro 
Mountain, is benched as follows : 

Section at Sechler's. 

Top. 

Bench ; bed £. (?) 

Interval 60' 0" 

Bench ; bed D'. (?) 

Interval 40' 0" 

Coal Mine, bed D. — ^^— 

Total IOC 0" 

From this point the country rises very gently towards Negro 
Mountain, and these coals are pushed into the air before reach- 
ing the summit of the axis. 

In the vicinity of Weimer's grove^ shont one mile south of 
Mr. Sechler's farm, mines are worked by Messrs. D. Weimer 
and S. Miller. These two are on the high land, and probably 
belong to the Freeport group. They were visited by Mr. Chas. 
A. Young, but their position in the measures was not definitely 
ascertained. Mr. Young reported the following sections : 



\6' 0" 
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Weimer Mine, — " D. Weimer's bank,* 3 J miles south-west of 
Mineral Point. The bed is reported 3 feet thick, with a small 
slate band 1 foot above the floor. The coal is in high favor in 
the neighborhood. 

Miller Mine. — ^"Miller's bank, situated one mile south of 
Weimer's grove. The bed shows : 

I«Mre-ola7 shale. 

CkJal, bony 0' 6" ^ 

Coal 1 6 

Slate 1 

Coal, bony 10 

Slate 1 

Coal, hard 2 

Fire-clay," 

Miller's mine is on a branch of Zook's run, the main fork of 
which stream heads on top of Negro Mountain, and winds 
down, through a deep ravine, emptying into the Castleman 
at Old Forge Bridge. In the sides of this ravine the Lower 
Productive coal beds outcrop. 

Castleman Village. 

Returning again to the Castleman river, bed D is seen at a 
number of places on the north bank of the stream, between 
Castleman village and Pinkerton Point. 

The hills on both sides of the river include higher seams 
than bed D, but the latter being by far the thickest seam and 
being also associated with an important, and, to the farmer, 
valuable band of limestone, is alone developed, the other beds 
of the Freeport group being almost totally unknown in the 
wooded hills between Castleman station and Pinkerton tunnel. 

Further down the stream, m the Johnstown-Confluence sub- 
basin, the Upper Freeport coal is underlaid by limestone, and 
has on this account received some attention from the farmers. 

Castleman Mine. — The lowest coal of the Castleman village 
section was once opened on the south bank of the river, neai'ly 
opposite the railroad station. The bed is small and in two 
benches, but is claimed to produce an excellent quality of coal. 
It measures as follows : 

I'ig. 77. 

Slate I- 0* 6" 

Coal H^HIHII ^ ^ 

Slate ^^^^^^9 ^ ^^^' ^" 

Coal H^^HIIH 1 6 

Flre-claj'. ' 
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The bed is too small ever to be of much importance, and it 
is too close to water level to allow of being worked by drift, 
excepting in the direction of the rise. 

This seam is thought to be the representative of bed -4, a 
supposition confirmed by the appearance of an iron ore deposit 
which is seen 25 feet higher up on the hill. This ore has 
never been satisfactorily opened up, and the extent of the de- 
posit is not known, but it gives every indication of being of 
value, and merits investigation. It is believed to be identical 
with the Hooversville ore. 

Bed B outcrops still farther up the slope But only 2 feet of 
smut have been exposed, and this is perhaps the full extent of 
the bed, which, of course, would condemn it 

Still higher up, bed D and the ferrife^'ous limestone were un- 
covered and their position in the scale thereby definitely as- 
certained. It was never worked at this place, but where opened 
by 31r. Hochstedtler^ on the north bank of the stream, about 
one quarter of a mile south of the village, it shows as usual in 
two benches, separated by a wide parting of shale, full 1 J feet 
thick ; the benches will aggregate, however, 5 feet of coal, of 
which that from the upper bench is soft, friable, and of col- 
umnar structure, while that under the shale parting is com- 
pact, hard and tough. The bed has never been worked and 
scarcely more than the outcrop of the seam has been exposed. 

The accompanying limestone is found almost directly be- 
neath the coal ; onlj the upper layer of the deposit has been 
quarried and this is so highly argillaceous that only a small 
percentage of lime is obtained from it. 

ZufalVs Quarry. — Just beyond Hochstedtler's mine the Cas- 
tleman river makes a sharp bend to the westward, maintaining 
this course for three-quarters of a mile ; then it turns again as 
sharply southward, and at the second bend bed D is again ex- 
posed a few feet above the railroad, at the mouth of a small run 
coming in from the north. The exposure is on Mr. Zufall's 
land by whom both coal and limestone are worked, the open 
cut exhibiting the following complete section. 
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Fig, 78. Zu/alVs; CasUeman River* 



Sandstone and sandy 
ahal60. 



10 2ff 0" 





Black slates. 

Coal 

Coal, bony i 

Flre-olay shale 

Coal 

Fire-clay shale 

Limestone 



The full thickness of the limestone is not exposed, the de- 
posit continuing for an additional two feet below the surface. 
It is much more free from impurities than at Hochstedtler's 
quarry, but yields, nevertheless, a grayish lime, streaked with 
red, and occasionally shows unslaked masses of a dark red color. 

At Zufall's quarry the rocks are affected by a very decided 
local north-west dip, but the synclinal of the basin passes 
through Pinkerton Point, and the dip as seen at ZufalFs can- 
not prevail very far to th<= west of the quarry. 

Between Hochstedtler's and Zufall's the coal has a fall of 
about 60 feet. 

A few hundred yards south of Zufall's, an extensive side cut- 
ting on the railroad has exposed bed D, together with its over 
and underlying rocks, the coal and limestone following along 
the bank for at least 100 feet. 

This section varies very little from that obtained at Zufall's, 
but being very complete to the bottom of the limestone, it is 
introduced. It reads as follows : 
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Black slate. 

Coal r 9" to 2' 

Shale parting and bony ooaL 2 

Coal 2 

Slate and bony coal 1 

Li mestone 2 

Shale 

Limestone 1 

Shale.. 

Limestone 1 

Fire clay 9 

Railroad level. 

The bed runs very evenly, forming an almost straight Ime in 
the cut. 

Close to this exposure the coal was opened on the X Nichols 
son farm^ where both benches of the bed are mined. Speci- 
mens of the coal from this place were analysed a few years ago 

by Pix)f. P. Frazer, Jr., with the following results* : 

I. 

Upper Bench. 

"Water 0.84 

Volatile combustible matter 19 .82 

Fixed carbon (by loss) 71 .32 

Sulphur 1 .53 

Ash 6.49 



II. 
Lower Beach. 

0.50 
17.06 
51.43 

8.11 
27 30 



100.00 



100.00 



I. Ash gray, brown and gritty. 
II. Ash brown, arenaceous and gpritty." 

From these analyses it will be seen that the lower bench is 
absolutely worthless, but that the upper bench yields an excel- 
lent coal. 

Heinbach Mine. — Still further south (S. S.W.) the same bed 
is again mined on the Heinbach farm, high above the water, 
the barometer registering an interval of 150 feet between the 
mine and theriver. The bed here shows as follows : 

Slate. JiHg. 79. 

Coal, bony , ^ 0' 8" 

Coal HHI^^^Hi 2' 0" 



Bony coal and fire clay 

snale 

Coal 

Slate 



Limestone. 




► 6' 6" 



2' 
1' 



0" 

on 



6' 0" 



*The8e analyses are here published for the first time, being taken ftx)m a pri- 
vate professional report on these lands by J. P. Lesley and P. Piatt, 1871. 
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Of this coal Prof. Frazer also made two analyses of specimens 

from the same bench. The results obtained are as follows : 

I. II. 

♦•Water (not determined) 0.780 

Volatile combuBtible matter 22 .74 20 .540 

Fixed carbon (by loss) 67.09 69.580 

Sulphur (not determined) 2.140 

Ash 10.17 6.960 



100.000 100.000 

I. Ash, light brown, arenaoeous, gritty." 

The limestone is claimed to rest upon a deposit of iron ore, 
the thickness of which is unknown. The ore is mentioned in 
Prof. Lesley's report, which is again drawn upon for the sub- 
joined analysis of the Heinbach ore. The analysis reads (P. 
Frazer, Jr.): 

«*Water O.ll 

Carbonio acid 29.89 

Metallic iron 84.71 

Calculated as protoxide 44.62 

Requires of carbonic acid 27 .26 

Lime 6.29" 

The Pinkerton Point section (Fig. 80, Page Plate XI) ex- 
hibits the rocks exposed between Heinbach's and Shoo Fly 
tunnel. The section is very nearly complete from the Pied- 
mont sandstone to the Upper Freeport coal bed. The lime- 
stone band topping the section may belong, however, to the 
Middle Freeport deposit, but this seems improbable, and the 
deposit is referable rather to the Upper Freeport. The section 
is as follows, reading downwards : 

Vertical Section at Pinkerton Point. 

Limestone, ferruginous 2' 0" 

Interval 66 

Sandstone 10 

Slate — - 

Coal ^ 2 8 

Fire-clay shale J Bed D 2 

Ctoal ^ 1 8 

Slate ^ 

Limestone, ferriferous. ® 

Iron ore — " 

Interval «® ^ 

Sandstone ^ ® 

Blackslate 7 

Coal 1 

Fire clay, with ore • * 
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Sandstone 4 6'' 

Blackalatos 10 . 

Coal 6 

Fire clay vrith ore balls . . 8 

Slate and olay. 10 

Coal 2 

Fireclay 1 

Level of Railroad. 

Shales with ore balls, and apparently one oontinuons 

small ore band 20 

Sandstone, brownish 10 

Coal 1 

Fireclay 6 

Sandstone 4 

Slates, dark colored 18 

Sandstone, current bedded 85 

Coal and slate 8 

Fire dajj^, impure 20 

Sandstone, heavy 80 

Coal 6 

Shales, brown 10 

Sandstone, heavy 20 

Sandstone boulders to river 100 

Fort Hill station. 

Total 485 6 

This section was measured with great care, and is believed 
to be entirely accurate, notwithstanding that it cannot be 
joined on quite satisfactorily to the Castleman village section, 
which was also con3tnicted with equal care. 

The hills at Pinkerton Point are a part of the high land 
which marks the rim of tbe Viaduct axis. The close prox- 
imity of the synclinal and anticlinal axes, where both cross 
the Castleman, is observable along the railroad at Pinkerton 
Point, as is also the disturbance caused by the Viaduct axis. 
The exposures are very complete betwen Pinkerton tunnel and 
Shoo Fly tunnel, one mile further west. These railroad cuts 
display handsomely the shallow roll m the rocks which pre- 
vails from tunnel to tunnel. The movement is easily traced by 
following a small but persistent coal bed, which, after descend- 
ing steadily south-west from far above Pinkerton tunnel, comes 
down nearly to a level with the grade of the railroad, about 
midway between the tunnels, and then as steadily rises to over- 
shoot the railroad cut at Shoo Fly. 

Identifying the coal and limestone at Heinbach's as belong- 
ing to bed D, the small coal just above the railroad at Pinker- 
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ton tunnel is in place for bed B, and bed C would then come in 
regularly 30 feet higher. Below this latter bed occurs a plate 
of carbonate ore, which was opened up a few years ago, and as 
seen by Mr. Franklin Piatt, while on a professional visit to this 
section, measured 12 inches in thickness. Specimens of the 
ore were obtained at that time, and an analysis by Prof. Fra- 
zer showed the following constituents : 

"Water 0.39 

Carbonic acid 17 .88 

Metallic iron 29.52 

Calcalated as protoxide 87 .95 

Requires of carbonic acid 23.19 

Lime 1.68 (?)" . 

At the eastern entrance of Pinkerton tunnel the railroad is 
80 feet, by barometer, above the Castleman, and aa this is only 
about one-half the interval between beds A and B, bed A is 
therefore beneath the river at Pinkerton, but emerges to the 
south-east a short distance below in the bend. It is level with 
the railroad at Shoo Fly tunnel. It there appears overlaid al- 
most directly by heavy massive sandstone, 30 feet thick, while 
beneath the coal is a large mass of impure fire-clay. 

Shoo Fly Tunnel. 

An irregularity both interesting and instructive occurs at 
this place. Fig. 82, Page Plate XII, shows the nature of the 
irregularity, the details of which are given below. Notwith- 
standing the proximity of the occurrence to the Viaduct anti- 
clinal, it seems unlikely that the two are in any way intimately 
associated or owe their origin to one cause. 

The Shoo Fly exposure shows an unevenness which existed 
in the old floor on which the coal was laid down, a fact sub- 
stantiated by the sudden thickening of the coal and its over- 
lying shale. The irregularity originally existed in the old 
swamps, and was simply a depression, with rather steep sides, 
which was ultimately filled up with clay ; and the sand sub- 
sequently deposited on top of all fell upon a level bottom com- 
posed of mud. 

Fig. 563, Page Plate XII, exhibits a form of irregularity in 
coal beds, both frequent and troublesome in the bituminous re- 
gions. It is reproduced from Rogers' Final Report of 1 858. 
This was also observed in the Castleman valley, and is referred 
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to by Prof. Rogers as "an instance of ancient denudation, pro- 
ducing hollows in the surface of a bed of black slate upon and 
in which coal was afterwards deposited.* 

Mr. Andrew Roy, State Mine Inspector of Ohio, has also 
shown with what frequency such depressions prevailed in the 
old surface on which coal No. 1 of the Ohio series was depos- 
ited, and has further graphically illustrated the subject in his 
Third Annual Report by two wood cuts.f 

Fig. 562, Page Plate XII, also from Rogers:* Final Report, 
is an instance of recent denudation. It has no particular ap« 
plication to the irregularity at Shoo Fly, but being an interest- 
ing occurrence is reproduced. The cliffs were desth)yed by the 
grading of the Connellsville railroad. Prof. Rogers, in allud- 
ing to the exposure, says that "along the right bank, [of the 
Castleman river,] below the mouth of Scrubglade run, the sand- 
stone and conglomerate rocks are so arranged, in more or less 
durable alternations, as to present remarkable overhanging 
cliffs, worn by the yearly freshets which rush down the river 
bed in early spring. The annexed sketch represents such a 
cliff, one layer of which overhangs the river 12 feet.":f 

The trouble at Shoo Fly occurs in the western approach to 
the tunnel, this portion only being represented in Fig. 82. 
Briefly described, the irregularity is as follows : 

At the extreme end of the eastern approach to Shoo Fly the 
coal makes its appcarace just above the railroad. At the east- 
ern mouth of the tunnel the entire bed is regularly developed 
and is exposed 3 feet thick, the coal having risen 5 feet 
vertically in a horizontal distance of about 50 feet. A few feet 
of fire-clay intervene between the bed and the massive sand- 
stone overlying, the coal likewise resting upon fire-clay. The 
rocks are rising rapidly to the west, and at the opposite end 
of the tunnel, 100 feet away, the coal occupies a position from 
12 to 15 feet above the railroad, this interval being made up 
by a stratum of coarse, impure fire-clay shale. 

The westerly rise is now at an end, and the rocks including 
the coal bed become flat, remaining in this position for about 

*Geol. Penn., 1858, page 659. Original sketch by J. P. Lesley in 1849. 

fPages 137 and 139, Third Annual Report, State Mine Inspector of Ohio. 
JGool. Penn., 1858, page 668. Sketch by J. P. L. in 1849. 
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40 feet, the shale over the coal having meanwhile thinned out 
and disappeared. Sandstone then rests directly upon the coal, 
which suddenly becomes reduced to one-half its normal thick- 
ness, and after describing a short synclinal roll, at once plunges 
westward at an angle of 22^, which soon carries it beneath the 
railroad. Associated with this plunge is an equally sudden ex- 
pansion of the coal, and a much more noticeable swelling in 
the shale resting on top of it The sandstone does not partici- 
pate in the plunge to the westward, but remains horizontal 
throughout the western end of the cut. 

The coal sinks beneath the railroad before the end of the cut 
is reached, but must soon reappear in the fiat beyond. Unfor- 
fortunately this is not shown, nothing being visible along the 
railroad for a considerable distance beyond the western end of 
Shoo Fly tunnel. But the coal bed certainly overshoots the 
railroad cut at Fort Hill, and then descends into the John»- 
town-Confluence sub- basin. The same coal is believed to have 
been once mined a few feet below the railroad, on Mr. Augus- 
tine's land, near the Brook tunnel. 



PART III. 



THIRD SUB-DIVISION 

OF THB 

FIEST BITUMINOUS COAL BASIN. 

IN 

SOMERSET COUNTY. 



CHAPTER XIL 

General Description of the Johnstoton- Confiiienee Sub-Basin^ 
with that part of Laurel Hill included in Somerset County. 

The Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin of Somerset county is 
the synclinal trough lying between the Viaduct Anticlinal Sub- 
axis on the east and the Laurel Hill or First Anticlinal Grand 
axis, on the west. These same boundary lines mark the limits 
of the basin all through Cambria and Clearfield counties to the 
north-east 

The Viaduct sub-axis has been elsewhere described in de- 
tail ; and of Laurel Hill little more need be said than that it is 
a broad, regularly shaped, massive mountain of anticlinal struc- 
ture, from the top of which the Productive coal measures have 
been swept away by eroding waters until not a trace of them 
remains. The Great Pottsville Conglomerate is therefore un- 
covered all along the top of the mountain, from the Conemaugh 
to the Youghiogheny, but over certain areas even this forma- 
tion has disappeared, giving place to the Mauch Chunk Bed 
Shale of XI, which then reddens the soil along the centre of 
the anticlinal. 

[HHH— 207.] 



208 HHH. BEPORT OF PROGBESS. PLATT, 1876. 

From the Cambria border to the Youghiogheny gap, Laurel 
Hill runs in an unbroken straight line along the western edge 
of Somerset county. Its crest is a wide flat, regular and 
uniform, rising and falling somewhat, but maintaining an av- 
erage elevation of about 2,500 feet above tide level. Its east- 
em slope is gashed by numerous ravines, down which in spring 
time flow small mountain streams which fill the creeks at the 
centre of the trough. A thin covering of Productive coal 
measures overspreads the lower portions of the slope, but does 
not extend to the summit of the mountain, being crowded into 
the air by the outcrop of the Conglomerate of XII. 

Where Laurel Hill crosses the Youghiogheny river it is cut to 
its base in a gap 5 miles in length, with precipitous sides, the 
tops of which overlook the waters by 1,000 feet. The gap is a 
wilderness from end to end, exposing in its steep walls arches 
of Formations X, XI and XII. The few developments 
that have been made in this gap are described in detail on a 
succeeding page. After crossing the Youghiogheny Laurel 
Hill leaves Somerset county and strikes into Fayette, running 
through the . south-eastern corner of the latter county, the 
western boundary line of Somerset county being taken up at 
Laurel Hill gap by the Youghiogheny river and continued 
thence to the Mason and Dixon line. 

The Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin maintains an average 
width of seven miles from the Cambria border to the Castleman 
river; thence to the Maryland line it steadily widens as the 
Somerset sub-basin grows narrower by the deflection of the 
Viaduct anticlinal from its usual course, an occurrence already 
fully treated in Chapter VI. 

The basin varies very greatly in depth along its synclinal or 
central line, from which line its rocks rise gently in both di- 
rections towards the anticlinals. This central line apparently 
rises and falls with the Viaduct axis, a fact exemplified by the 
drainage of the basin; but the waves are of such gradual 
sweep that the eftect is only visible over extensive areas. 

Coming into the basin from Cambria county we find but 
little more than the Lower Productive coal rocks represented 
above water level, at the old Jackson tavern, near the centre 
of the trough. But in ascending Ben^s creek for a few miles 
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these coal rocks slowly disappear beneath water level, and at 
Forwardstown are lost altogether, the Lower Barren Measure 
rocks which overlie the Lower Productive coals being there 
piled up to the extent of 400 feet. 

Elk Lick Coal and Limestone. 

This is a sufficient accumulation of rocks to allow the Elk 
Lick limestone to come into the hilltops, and it \& probably 
this deposit which is worked by Mr. Berkey a short distance 
south of Forwardstown. That this is the correct identification 
is further substantiated by the limestone bands which are 
found lower down in the measures. Thus the Ilarshberger 
limestone would correspond with No. LEI, of the Berlin section, 
(see page 35,) and the smaller band found at Forwardstown, 
40 feet above water level, would be in place for the deposit ac- 
companying the Philson coal bed at Berlin. 

Some distance above the Elk Lick limestone, the Elk Lick 
coal comes in, and covers a very small area, only from Ber- 
key's to Ilarshberger's ; the same bed appears again in the vi- 
vicinity of Confluence, (the Turkey Foot,) but much reduced 
in thickness. 

From Berkey s place the .country falls oflT somewhat, and 
the basin grows shallower in proportion ; although Barren 
Measure rocks continue to prevail along the synclinal across 
the Jennerville pike and into Somerset township, the Lower 
Productive coal rocks, however, being exposed along the streams 
flowing close to the anticlinals. 

Crossing the central water shed of the county, one begins to de- 
scend Laurel Hill creek to Confluence ; throughout the greater 
portion of this deep valley the Lower Productive coal measures 
are exposed, but gradually get below the creek, until at Con- 
fluence the Elk Lick limestone crowns the tops of Barren 
Measure hills, 250 feet in height. These same measures then 
continue southward along the synclinal axis of the basin nearly 
as far as the Maryland line. 

From this description it is evident that the Lower Productive 
coal measures cover a large portion of the basin ; at times be- 
ing above water level and accessible from the outcrop, and on 
14— HHH. 
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the other hand, often buried deep beneath a mass of Barren 
Measures. 

The Lower Productive coal group consists here of the samo 
beds which compose it throughout the entire First Basin. 
Very few openings have been made on the lower coals in the 
Johnstown-Confluence sub-division of this great trough; but 
such beds as have been exposed rarely present a flattering pros- 
pect, being usually thin and somewhat slaty ; occasionally, how- 
ever, the show is promising. -Actual development can alone 
establish the practical worth of the beds. 

The Lower Productive group chiefly outcrops along the sides 
of the basin, and in the slopes skirting the larger streams. The 
centre of the trough is especially interesting, however, as aflEbrd- 
ing a good opportunity for the study of the Barren Measure 
rocks, the same amount of these rocks being here repesented 
as in the Berlin region ; and the sections in the Johnstown-Con- 
fluence sub-basin arc sufllciently complete to show that the coals 
and limestones included in these measures run with great per- 
sistency and are identiflable over broad areas. The coals vary 
widely in thickness, and economically considered are of little 
importance, a striking illustration of this fact being found in the 
Rose (Philson) bed, once mined at Ursina. The limestones 
on the other hand are far more regular, and are hence safer and 
more trustworthy guides for the purpose of identification. 

In the main, however, the seams of the Barren Measures are 
scarcely more than thin streaks of coal between the rocks. 
Occasionally, but very rarely, the conditions were favorable at 
the time of the deposition of these measures to an accumula- 
tion of vegetable matter, and in such places we now find what 
must be regarded as an abnormal development of the bed. 

Iron Ores, — Little attention has hitherto been paid to the iron 
ores of the basin. A single attempt was made many years ago 
to make iron from native ores in a small furnace at Forwards- 
town, but the supply of ore failing the enterprise was aban- 
doned. The hills thereabouts were at that time thoroughly 
picked over, but no reliable band of ore could be discovered. 
This however applies only to Forwardstown, and precisely 
the same rocks may elsewhere include a workable ore band 
which might repay development Nothing in the coal meas 
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ures 18 more variable than the iron ore deposits, a fact well exem- 
plified by the extended developments of the Cambria Iron 
Company at Johnstown, as well as at numerous other localities 
in the coal regions. The discovery of workable iron ore de- 
posits in the coal measures, (and by a workable deposit is meant a 
regular and persistent layer of good ore of workable thickr^ss,) 
has generally been the result of chance, and experience has de- 
monstrated that such layers are frequently confined to certain 
limited districts. Thus, the Johnstown iron ore band as it ex- 
ists at Johnstown is not known in Somerset county, although 
the rocks which prevail at Johnstown cover a large portion of 
the county. Its outcrop is frequently noticeable in the Johns- 
town-Confluence subbasin, but it exists only as ferruginous 
shales containing scattered nodules of ore. Attention is fre- 
quently called to such occurrences throughout the following 
pages. 

Some of the most productive farming land in the county is 
found on the top of the plateau, along the centre of the basin. 
Limestone is abundantly scattered not only through the Lower 
Productive rocks, but also through the Barren Measures, as here 
developed, and excellent fertilizing material can* therefore be 
obtained close at hand. 

The three sub-basins of Somerset county offer unusually ex- 
cellent opportunities to study the effect of geological structure 
upon the surface of the country. 

Where the Upper Productive Measures are the country rock, 
as in the Salisbury basin, the massive limestones overlying the 
Pittsburg Coal Bed have offered a potent obstacle to erosion, 
and thus afford a level plateau, on top of which the easily dis- 
integrated shales make a deep soil. As limestone is abundant, 
this soil is well enriched and thoroughly cultivated. 

The Barren Measures weather down into gently sloping hill- 
sides, also covered deeply with soil from the wearing down of 
their soft slates and shales. 

Where the limestones of the Barren Measures are large and 
good for burning, the soil is well enriched and the farms are 
very productive; but where the limestones are wanting, or if 
found, are small and poor, the soil is somewhat clayey, and 
yields but a moderate return to the farmer. 
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The Lower Productive Measures, with their massive sand- 
stones, make steep hillsides, usually rugged and frequently en^ 
tirely covered by large boulders of the Mahoning, Freeport or 
Piedmont Sandstones, or of the Pottsville Conglomerate. 
These changes occur within such short distances that they 
naturally attract the attention not only of the geologist, but 
also of the observant traveller 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

Detailed Description of Johnstown-Conjluence Hub-Basinf in 
JSomerset County^ as far south as the Bedford Pike* 

To the south of Stony creek at the Red Bridge the coun- 
try rises sharply" for several hundred feet above the stream, and 
holds all the rocks of the Lower Productive coal measures. 

On this hillside, and directly south of the Red Bridge, Mr. 
Kring has opened up the outcrop of bed D 145 feet above the 
water. The bed here yields about 5 feet of coal, and is under- 
laid at a short interval by a stratum of impure ferruginous 
limestone, nearly 8 feet thick. 

Just above the water at the bridge a 3-foot bed of coal out- 
crops on the opposite side of the stream. This seam has al- 
ready been identified on a former page as bed A. 

Bed B has not yet been looked for on Kring's Hill, but a 
distinct terrace about 80 feet below Kring's mine most prob- 
ably marks the outcrop of this seam. The Middle and Upper 
Freeport coals likewise remain unexplored in the vicinity of 
the bridge, but have been discovered and exposed on two ad- 
joining farms about one mile south-south-east of Kring's 
mine. 

These exposures are tound on the eastern bank of a small 
run which empties into Stony creek a short distance above the 
mouth of Ben's creek. Bed D being by far the largest bed of 
the Freeport group hereabouts is almost the only coal mined 
throughout this neighborhood ; but the overlying seams have 
nevertheless been picked into or exposed accidentally, and the 
thickness of the beds thereby obtained. 

The following vertical section. Fig. 82 (Page Plate XIII,) 
was made on Yoder's farm, about one mile south-east of the 
Red Bridge. It serves very well to show roughly the dis- 
tances between the coals of the Freeport group at this point : 
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Verlicai Section at Yoder Farm. 
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Yoder Mine. — Yoder's mine is about 10 feet above water 
level ; it ia run in on a south-east (S. 50° E.) course and rises 
sharply with the coal. At the mouth of the mine maty black 
slates overlie the coal for 12 feet ; these are in turn overlaid by 
thin bedded sandstone. At the face of the main gangway this 
section of the bed was obtained : 

Fig. S3. 




Limestone, ferruginous 



The coal is hard and tough ; it is slightly pyritous, but does 
not carry a damaging amount of this impurity. It shows hori- 
zontal crystallization. 

The same bed is also exposed on Misfiler's /arm, one-third of 
mile [below Yoder. An opening was recently made at this 
place, and the coal was firm and good from the start. The 
gangway ia not over 100 feet in length,hut the bed shows a steady 
thinning from its abnormal thickness at the outcrop. Four 
and a-lialf feet of coal wore seen at the face of the mine, and 
this may fairly he regarded aa the average thickness of this 
bed in this vicinity. The mine is 35 feet above water level. 
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Both of the upper coals have been found by Mishler on his 
property, the Middle Freeport bed being underlaid by lime- 
stone. 

The hill between the plank road and Stony creek is unbro- 
ken, and the expanse of coal covered by it is tnerefore com- 
paratively great. 

A short distance to the north of Mishler's house is the 
famous "Hog's Back" exposure, already described in the Re- 
port of Progress in Cambria county.* 

On the plank road, at the school-house, one-third of a mile 
south-west of Mishler's buildin^^s, bed D shows on Kaufmann\ 
farm. The coal has never been mined at this place to any ex- 
tent, but sufficient fuel ia taken out for the use of a few fami- 
lies in the immediate neighborhood. 

Livergood Mine. — A seam of coal, most probably belonging 
to the Freeport group, is worked on Livergood's land, three- 
fourths of a mile south-east of old Ben's Creek Furnace. It 
yields over three feet of coal as follows: 

Slate. 

Coal 3' 2" 

Fire-clay. 

The coal shows reasonably well, but is heavily loaded at 
times with iron pyrites. 

The hill to the west of the mine rises abruptly, and no ter- 
races show on its flank. 

Search has been made at difterent times for the iron ore de- 
posit once worked by Dr. SchcDuberger near the head of Mill 
creek, but with unsuccessfuJ results. If this ore should ex- 
tend south of Ben's creek, on which however it has not yet 
been found, the hillside is sufficiently high to include it. 

Betis Creek FumoLce, 

Near the mouth of Ben's creek stood Ben's Creek Furnace, 
which was operated for a number of years very successfully by 
the late Dr. Schoenberger. A considerable amount of iron has 
been made at this place, the furnace having been run exclu- 
sively on coal measure ores. The supply of material was ob- 
tained from the iron ore deposit which is found above wat^r 
level near the head of Mill creek, an affluent of Ben's creek 

♦HH— pp. 125 and 126. 
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This ore deposit, elsewhere identified as corresponding in 
position to the famous Johnstown iron ore band, was traced for 
some distance along the valley of Mill creek, but it has never 
been found in the vicinity of Ben's Creek Furnace. The hills 
overlooking the old furnace contain as much as 200 feet of 
Barren Measure rocks, and are therefore abundantly high to 
include the Johnstown ore band, if it should extend to this 
]»oint as a workable deposit ; of the probability of this rea- 
sonable doubt may be entertained. 

In ascending Ben's creek the country to the north and south 
continues as high land. 

No developments of any kind are visible in the sides of the 
valley until the forks of the creek are reached in the neigh- 
borhood of the old Jackson tavern. 

Directly at the forks of the stream borings were at one time 
made for salt, and it is claimed that nine feet of coal (and 
slate ?) were passed through some distance below the surface. 
The precise depth at which the coal was struck is now forgot- 
ten. 

Water containing both sulphur and iron in solution flows 
copiously from the well, which goes by the name of the *' Sul- 
phur Spring." 

Barnhardt Mine. — At this place a second bed of coal was dis- 
covered 15 feet above the creek level. The same bed is worked 
on Earnhardt's property one-half of a mile further south, where 
it shows in this way : 

Roof, black hlate 8' 0" 

Coal 8 

Slate 2 6 

Carbonate iron ore ? 

The coal has a bright rich lustre, and is soft and friable. 

It is difficult to assign to this coal its proper place in the 
measures. A satisfactory vertical section could not be ob- 
tained, but the outcrop was thought to belong to bed D, A 
high hill rises westward from the mine. Several well marked 
coal benches terrace the slope, and additional beds of coal are 
reported to have been found, but the thickness of the seams 
could not be ascertained. More thorough developments at this 
place may possibly serve to identify Earnhardt's coal with a 
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bed lower in the series than D ; but in the light of present 
facts, this does not seem probable. 

The measures are here rising sharply to the north-west to- 
wards the First Grand Axis (Laurel Hill). 

On the Ligonier Pike, a few hundred yards west of the old 
Jackson tavern^ two coal beds, 35 feet apart, outcrop in the 
side of the road. Of the thickness of the upper bed nothing 
whatever is known, but the lower bed was once drifted in upon 
from the outcrop, and was found to yield 8J feet of coal. 
This drift however subsequently fell shut and was aban- 
doned. 

The lower of these beds is probably the same as the coal 
worked by Earnhardt, the difference of level being accounted 
for by the rapid rise of the measures to the north-west. 

Dalton's Run. — At the opening on Dalton's run, one-third 
of a mile north-west of the outcrops on the Ligonier Pike, the 
lower bed is underlaid by limestone, 5 feet thick, in this way : 

Black slate. 

Coal S' 6" 

Slate 1 

Limestone 5 

A comparison of this section with that obtained at Earn- 
hardt's mine will show that if it be the same bed in both 
places, as is presumed, then the upper portion of the limestone 
has, in the interval, changed to a carbonate iron ore. It 
should be stated, however, that the identification here made is 
not absolute and complete. A considerable distance inter- 
venes between the outcrops, and in the absence of accurate 
levels nothing more positive can be stated than is given above. 

The outcrop on Dalton's run is 40 feet above the water, and 
occurs on a steep and uncultivated hillside. The outcrop, 
opened up merely to prove the thickness of the bed. Las never 
been followed beyond the soft worthless coal. 

Pieces of limonite show on the surfeuje of this hill slope 200 
feet above the. coal exposure. These fragments are said to 
mark the outcrop of a band of carbonate iron ore claimed 
to be from 18 to 20 inches thick. 

Several trial pits were apparently sunk on this ore, but were 
subsequently filled up. 
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Ascending the South Fork of Ben's creek a abort diBtance 
bejoud Barubardt's mine a amall bed of coal, estimated tooveiv 
lie the Bamhardt mine (£> t) by as much as 40 feet, has beeu 
opened up. 

This occurs near Mr. Blough's house, and if the former iden- 
tification be correct, is the outcrop of bed I/. Near this out- 
crop a thin band of limestone about 2J feet thick was recently 
found ; this is believed to underlie by a few feet the coal at the 
house. 

Thomas Mine. — On the Thomas property, some three miles 
south -south-west of the openings just described, a still higher 
seam of coal has been exposed at several points above water 
level. 

This is t)ie outcrop of the Upper Freeport bed, which here 
shows as follows: 



Uoal , bony and poor . . . 
'■' lloB 



Uoal, boiii 

Sinle parti 

Coal, good 

Coal, hard and slat; 
Slate. 



^ ^^^ ' 



U' 9i" 



At this miue the rocks are clearly dipping north-west but as 
the central line of the basin or synclinal axis passes only a 
short distance west of Thomas' mills the incline is gentle. 

In ascending the stream the Upper Freeport coal gets below 
the creek bed, and is not seen at Forwardstown. The coal was 
estimated to underlie the level of the stream at the latter 
place by as much as 40 feet, and probably more. 

The hills at Thomas' rise high above tlje water, showing a 
succession of low and uneven benches, nearly all of which have 
been investigated, but with unsatisfactory results, t>eing made 
up of the rocks of the "Barren Measures." 

An outcrop of carbonate iron ore was observed along the 
Pike about 60 feet above the Upiier Freeport coal. This ore 
has neV(.T been thoroughly opened up, and whether the deposit 
is of value or not, is not known. 

Forwardstown. 

At the village of Forwardstown, IJ miles west-south-west 
of the Thomas mine, no workable coal bed has been foiiDcl 
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above water level, nor does such a discovery seem likely to be 
made. 

High land here skirts Ben's creek, but it is manifest, after 
what has already been said, that these rocks belong to the 
"Barren Measures." 

Although a tolerably thorough investigation of the hill 
slopes around Forwardstown has failed to reveal a coal bed of 
workable dimensions, it has nevertheless served to disclose a 
surprising amount of limestone. 

The relative position of these limestone bands will be found 
in the detailed section described further on. 

A small charcoal furnace was established at Forwardstown 
many years ago in the belief that iron ore abounded close 
by, but the enterprise was subsequently abandoned for lack 
of sufficient material in the neighborhood on which the fur- 
nace could be run with profit. 

Passing south-west from Forwardstown the high land is as- 
cended which divides the waters of the South Fork of Ben's 
creek from those of Roaring run. 

The Elk Lick Coal and Limestone. 

A valuable bed of coal has been found on the summit of this 
plateau. 

This coal is confined to an exceedingly limited area, its out- 
crop ranging for a short distance along the centre of the ba- 
sin. It was estimated to overlie the upper member of the 
Freeport group (E) by as much as 400 feet, and the bed cer- 
tainly overshoots the hill tops at Forwardstown, only missing 
them however bv a few feet. Nor can it be foimd in the hills 
to the east of the headwaters of Ben's creek. Its outcrop ex- 
tends as far south as Jeremiah Berkey*s farm, where it has 
been opened up and is now mined near Mr. Berkey's house. 
The same bed is also exposed on the adjoining farm of Mr. 
GlessneVy the two mines being only a few hundred yards apart ; 
and it is again worked by Mr. Harshbergtr^ two-thirds of a 
mile north-north-west of these latter openings. This, however, 
is its northernmost limit, for the coal does not seem to pass 
Mr. Harshberger's house. 
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The bench of the bed caps the hill at each place, but aH ex- 
cellent roof of tough clay slate has protected the coal from per- 
colating waters and kept it firm and dry. 

The coal is not of a very high quality, being considerably 
intermixed with earthy matter, besides carrying a liberal 
amount of iron pyrites. It is admirably adapted however for 
the purposes for which it was applied, namely, for calcining 
limestone and for supplying the surrounding country with fuel. 
Inasmuch as the bed spreads over a very limited area the 
greater part of the coal will doubtless be worked out in a com 
paratively short time. 

The coal shows in one solid breast, without persistent part- 
ings of slate. Along the centre of the bed ranges a thin band 
of soft, friable coal, about 1 foot thick ; this coal is bright, 
shining, and has a columnar structure ; it is used chiefly by the 
blacksmiths. The balance of the bed yields a totally different 
coal from that just described; it is smooth, hard, firm and of 
horizontal bedding ; it mines out in blocks, and though possess- 
ing a rich appearance, shows a dull lustre at the fracture. 
These features were found to be regular and persistent. 

Berkey Mine. — ^The following section of the bed, made in the 
Berkey mine, shows the average thickness of the seam : 

Fig. 85. 
Black slate. 

Coal, bony ^^^^^H 0' 2" 

Coal ^^^^^H 4' 10" 

81ate in floor. 

An analysis of the coal from a specimen forwarded to the 
Laboratory by Mr. Berkey gave the following results (A S. 
M'Creath) : 

«*Water at 2250 890 

Volatile matter 20.625 

Fixed carbon 66.903 

Sulphur 1.142 

Ash 11.640 

100.000 
Coke per cont, 78.685 ; oolor of ash, reddish gray. 

The coal has a resinous lustre, is generally compact and some- 
tehat slaty, and carries a few thin partings of iron pyrites." 
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This coal bed is at once lost in going south-west fromBerkey's 
mine, the country falling away somewhat in that direction to- 
wards Roaring run. The Barren Measure rocks continue, cov- 
ering the surface with soft slates and shales, and spread south- 
westward past Jennerville, and across the Stoystown pike. 

About 40 feet below this coal bed a smaller seam is found 
which has been exposed on Mr. Berkey's farm in quarrying 
the limestone by which the coal is underlaid. 

The bed averages nearly 3 feet in thickness, being parted 
near the centre by a thick band of clay. The coal, however, is 
poor, as the following analysis shows (D. M'Creath) : 

"Water at 2250 1.100 

Volatile matter 20.605 

Fixed carbon 63.470 

Sulphur 3.785 

Ash 11.130 

100.000 
Ck>ke per cent, 78.385; color of ash, red. 

The coal is dull, dirty, tender, coated with iron oxide and 
seamed with iron pyrites." 

The extensive "strippings" on Mr. Berkey's farm furnished 
accurate measurements of the bed together with the rocks di- 
rectly over and underlying. These measurements will be found 
incorporated in the detailed section of this region given below, 
and need not here be repeated. 

Allusion was made on a preceding page to the abundance of 
excellent limestone existing throughout this region. Analyses 
were made of specimens from the two principal deposits, the 
first of which in descending order (Elk Lick Limestone) oc- 
curs, as just stated, about 40 feet below Mr. Berkey's mine. 
It yields upwards of 8 feet of limestone, which calcines easily 
and produced a strong white lime sufficiently pure for plaster- 
ing purposes. It is quarried in considerable quantities by Mr. 
Berkey,from whose property a specimen was obtained for an- 
alysis. This analysis, by Mr. A. S. M'Creath, resulted as fol- 
lows : 

**Carbonate of lime 89.522 

Carbonate of mag^esiat 5.827 

Carbonate of iron 1.812 

Alumina .224 

Sulphur .245 

Phosphorus .016 

Insoluble residue 2.500'' 
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The limestone is tough, compact, of a bluish cast, and breaks 
with a slightly conchoidal fracture." 

The second limestone of importance is 100 (?) feet lower 
down. It is quarried by Mr. Harshberger a few yards west of 
the Pike, at a point about one mile above (south of) Forwards- 
town, not more than ten feet above water level. 

A specimen of this limestone was secured for analysis which 
resulted as follows (A. S. M'Creath) : ' 

"Carbonate of lime 80 .688 

Carbonate of magnesia 8.446 

Carbonate of iron 8.814 

Carbonate of manganese 1 .400 

Bisulphide of iron 871 

Alumina 466 

Piiosphorus 026 

Insoluble residue 4 .808 

99.402 

Compact, minutely crystalline ; spotted with iron pyrite? , 
color, bluish-black." 

Two smaller seams of limestone are found still lower in il\e 
series, the lowest occurring in connection with a thin and un- 
important coal bed. The lowest limestone occurs about 40 
feet above the creek level at Forwardstown. 

Several small seams of coal and iron ore are claimed to have 
been found in the 400 feet of interval between the topmost 
coal of this region and the Upper Freeport bed, but the open • 
ings which have been made at various times on these strata 
have now fallen entirely shut, and as the statements respecting 
them conflict somewhat no reported measurements are here 
reproduced. Practical experience has, however, clearly shown 
that neither coal nor iron ore abound in this vicinity above 
water level. 

The relative positions of these different beds, as reported, are 
indicated in the section given below. 

Absolute accuracy is not claimed for this section. The 
greater part of the rocks which make up the hillsides in the 
vicinity of Forwardstown are wholly concealed from view, so 
that the section shows only imperfectly the actual thicknesses 
of the different strata. Moreover, many of the intervals were 
estimated ; but it is believed that the section is reasonably ac- 
curate. It reads as follows, Fig. 86, (Page Plate XIII) : 
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Vertical Section at Forwardstown. 

Berkex'sooal (Elk Lick) 6' 0' 

Fire clay and slate 6 

Iron ore outcrop ? 
Coal smut ? 

Interval •, . 25 

Sandy shales 5 

CJoal smut 2 

Fire-clay, impure 2 6 

Coal ^ ^ 10 

Fire-clay, sandy > Elk Lick. ) 10 

Coal ^ C 1 

Black slate 6 

Limestone (Elk Lick) 7 0+ 

Interval 40 

Coal smut. 

Interval 50 (?) 

2 

1 6 

Coal, {^^ ^ 2 

Limestone,] (^ 1 6 

Fire-clay 1 6 

Shales, red 2 

Sandstone 6 

Limestone (Harshberger) 5 

Coal smut. 

Sandstone 26 

Interval 29 

Sandstone and shale 10 

Black slates 5 

Coal 1 1 

Shales 10 

Sandstone 10 

Interval 39 

Shales, brown 18 

Coal smut. 

Fire-clay T 

Limestone 2 

Interval 40 

Creek level at Forwardstown. 



Limestone, ^ ( 

C.ay.ye.low I ^„„J 



Total 351 7 

It is an interesting question how far tliese rocks correspond 
in their entirety to the Barren Measures which make up the 
Berlin region, or to the same series at other points in the county 
where the basins are suflBciently deep to include them. 

In view of the fact that the soft, crumbly and easily disinte- 
grat>ed rocks of the Barren Measures cover up so deeply all 
their outcrops as to render complete sections difficult to obtain, 
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it would not be correct to say that a perfect identification has 
been established between the Forwardstown and Berlin sec- 
tions. But though the evidence be not perfect, yet there can 
be little doubt that the highest limestone of the Forwardstown 
section is the Elk Lick Limestone, that Berkey's coal is the Mk 
Lick coal (at this point 40 feet above its limestone instead of 20 
to 25 feet, as in the Berlin basin) and that the three limestones 
below the Elk Lick limestone represent the three underlying 
limestones of the Berlin region. 

The coals of the group (excepting the Elk Lick coal), which 
p,t Berlin are workable beds, are here only thin seams, gener- 
ally entirely covered over and not seen at all at their outcrop. 

It is hardly necessary to remark that the nic/cel ore discoveries 
of this region have no foundation whatever in fact. 

The assumption that scarcely a trace of nickel or copper or 
any like metal occurs in all these rocks is a moderately safe 
one, and the search after them here can result only in the sacri- 
fice of time and labor. 

Along the Bedford Pike. 

Coal developments are further found on the eastern flank of 
Laurel Hill (First Great Anticlinal Axis) a few miles west- 
north-west of Jennertown. Such openings as have been made 
are confined to the property of Mr. Jno. Haines^ who has de- 
monstrated that all the workable coal beds of this locality be- 
long to the Lower Productive group. Moreover it seems 
probable that in the interval between the school house at the 
cross roads, anvl the outcrop of coal a short distance west of 
Mr. Haines' house, all the beds of this group from A to E out- 
crop. 

The Barren Measures have almost wholly disappeared, the 
sharp rise of the measures north-westward from the synclinal 
axis bringing the lower rocks speedily to the surface. 

The Barren Measures extend, however, nearly as far west as 
the school house at the cross roads. In fact these measures 
cover here almost the whole basin, which does not exceed at 
this point seven miles in width. The lower coals are found 
only on the flanks of the anticlinals, and the Pittsburg seam 
misses the highest knobs in the deepest part of the basin, cer- 
tainly by as much as 200 feet. The exposures along the pike 
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are sufficient to show the extent of the Barren Measure rocks, 
even if the general topography of the country were not alone 
enough to indicate their presence. The exposures show that 
the Barren Measures stretch over this undulating plateau from 
the school house, eastward to the village of Jenner Cross Roads. 
Haines Mine. — Considerable coal is taken from the bed worked 
by Mr. Haines a few hundred yards north east of his house. 
The bed is parted by a small slat« band running through it, but 
the main bench averages nearly three feet thick, and can be 
profitably mined for home consumption. The coal is soft, of 
columnar structure, and shows reasonably well. The dimen- 
sions of the bed are as follows : 



Blaok slate. 

CoaJ ftx)m2*6'to 8' 0"^ 

Slate 2 

Coal 6 

Slate T 

Coal ? 



3' 8' 



It could not be definitely determined whether the coal seen 
in the road one-fourth of a mile west of Mr. Haines' house un- 
derlies the bed mined by him or not. In all probability it does, 
in which event Haines' mine would be on bed B, for the Con- 
glomerate appears only a short distance beyond the outcrop in 
the road. From 100 to 110 feet above the Haines mine a " 4 
foot" bed of coal was once opened. 

This is said to be underlaid by a ferriferous limestone 6 feet 
thick. One hundred feet higher a third seam of coal occurs, 
represented by Mr. Haines to be 5 feet thick. The intervening 
measures are concealed. 

Mr. Haines' farm forms a part of the extreme western out- 
crop of the Lower Productive coals in the Johnstown sub-ba- 
sin. 

Beyond Mr. Haineer^ house the Pottsville Conglomerate is 
on the flank of Laurel Hill, reaching nearly to the summit. 
The formation, as here exposed, is made up chiefly of fine- 
grained sandstone, but fragments of rocks are found consisting 
of smooth, rounded white quartzite pebbles of variable size. 

The top of the mountain is a broad flat, on which the 
Mauch Chunk Red Shale (XI) comes to daylight. Before the 
centre of the anticlinal is reached the " Mountain limestone," 
the base of the latter formation, rises above the surface. 
15— HHH. 
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Jenner Cross Roads. 

The village of Jenner Cross Roads is situated on the top of 
the high land which skirts the western bank of Quemahoning 
creek. It has been stated above that the Barren Measures ex- 
tend eastward as far as the village, but Quemahoning creek 
here flows through a valley sufficiently deep to expose some of 
the Lower Productive coal beds. 

The beds seen in the immediate neighborhood of Jenner 
Cross Roads belong to the Frecport group. And it would 
seem that the entire group, consisting of three members, is 
here present. 

Covode Mine. — ihe uppermost of the beds is opened on Dr. 
Covode's property just south of the village. The hillside over 
the mine furnishes but little cover, excepting to the north-west, 
in which direction the measures incline at too sharp an angle 
to allow of the coal being followed down the dip ; but the ex- 
cellent slate roof has kept the coal hard and good nearly to its 
outcrop, and the bed can thus be mined around the brow of 
the hill along the strike of the rocks. The following vertical 
section shows the thickness of the bed, as shown in the mine, 
together with the nature of the rocks immediately overlying : 

Surface stuff 2' 0' 

Coal smut : 2 

Sandstone and shales. 6 

Shales, sandy 2 6 

Sandstone 4 

Black slates 8 6 

Coal, (including 0' 2' of bony coal, from 

8' 0"to 3 2 

Slate 1 

Coal 6 > 4' 2" 

Slate 1 

Coal 6 . 

Fire clay. 

The bed seems to be of uniform quality, but the small slate 
parting must add largely to the percentage of ash in the coal, 
even with careful mining. Testimony confirmatory of this 
was obtained from persons in the neighborhood who have used 
the coal for domestic purposes. 

The main bench however yields a bright, rich, lustrous coal, 
which appeared rather free from impurities, and if mined alone 
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would doubtless produce a much better ft^el than is yielded by 
the average of the whole bed. 

The coal is of columnar structure, its great friability causing 
it to crumble considerably in mining. 

The mine very recently fell shut at the mouth and has not 
been re-opened ; no specimen of the coal could therefore be 
obtained for analysis. 

Sixty (?) feet below Covode's mine a second seam of coal out- 
crops. A thorough examination of this crop was at one time 
made with a view of determining the thickness of the seam. 
It is reported to have measured three feet from roof to floor. 
The bed is overlaid by a mass of black slates, 6 feet thick. 

Underlying this seam is a deposit of ferruginous limestone 
the thickness of which has never been definitely ascertained. 
But it was sufficiently opened^ up to prove its character. Dr. 
Covode states that several attempts have been made to calcine 
this limestone but that each attempt proved more or less un- 
6ucce8sful,a8 the rock did not slake well. The reddish cast of 
the half calcined fragments which were picked up in the 
field indicated the large amount of iron the rock carries in 
composition. 

Possibly this is the Middle Freeport limestone ; but it is far 
more probable that it represents the next band below, namely, 
the Lower Freeport. The coal outcrops in the road a few hun- 
dred feet north of the old openings on Covode's farm show 
two seams of coal below the one mined by Covode, the road 
outcrops being separated by an interval of perhaps 80 feet 
These are thought to be the lower members of the Freeport 
group. 

The lower Freeport limestone is quarried by Mr. Beam fur- 
ther south, and it has there been satisfactorily proved that the 
topmost layer of the deposit is most free from iron and all 
other impurities. 

This deposit, however, undergoes marked changes in com- 
position, and is not to be relied upon to produce rock of the 
same character, even at short intervals. 

From these outcrops the coals rise south-eastward, across the 
Quemahoning, striking into the top of the ridge which here 
constitutes the Viaduct anticlinal sub-axis. 
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Beaver Dam Run. 

Near the mouth of Beaver Dam run, Mr. Wm. G. Griffith 
has opened up the Upper Freeport (?) coal bed. The coal is 
here about 75 feet lower than at Covode's mine. 

A measurement of the bed near the face of the drift gave 
precisely the same results as were obtained on Dr. Covode's 
property. 

Specimens of silicious iron ore were shown by Mr. Griffith, 
who claims that a band of the same material, 2 feet thick, in 
one solid bench, underlies the fire-clay in the floor of his mine. 
No openings, however, existed on the ore, and nothing further 
can be stated in reference to it. 

Griffith Mine. — The complete section of the coal bed, show- 
ing the thickness of the fireclay deposit on which it rests, is 
as follows : * 

Fig. 87. 

Black slate. 

Ooal (2 inches bony coal,) 

Slate 

Coal ^^^^^H 5 ^3' 11 

Slate 

Coal p^lHHHH^ ., from 0- 4' 

Fire-clay 

Iron ore (?) reported, but 
not seen t] 2 

South-west of the village of Jenner Cross Roads the hillside, 
composed almost entirely of Barren Measure rocks, rises for 
800 feet above the Quemahoniug, and is prettily terraced to 
the top. 

The coal bed (Upper Freeport?) mined by Dr. Covode is just 
above water level at the bridge about three-fourths of a mile 
south-west of the village. 

Quemahonivg Creek. 

The Quemahoniug forks a short distance above Gallagher's 
mill, one branch leading south-south-west to its head springs 
on top of the Viaduct anticlinal axis in Somerset township. The 
other fork leads westward towards Beam's mills. Along this 
latter branch no coal seems to occur, at all events in Jenner 
township ; but in following up the bed of the other stream 
lower rocks than those seen in the neigborhood of the mill are 
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sjon encountered, the measures rising south-eastward faster 
than the creek bed. 

The Lower Freeport coal, as a workable bed, appears above 
water level for a considerable distance along the banks of this 
stream. 

The bed, moreover, continues associated with the band of 
ferriferous limestone, which, though impure, is nevertheless in- 
variably welcomed by the farmer, the soil of the region re- 
quiring constant fertilization to enable it to be tilled with profit. 

Few openings however have been made on the bed in this 
vicinity. One well regulated mine and quarry will supply 
all the coal and lime needed for a tolerably large area of 
country ; and the supply can be furnished at less cost to the 
farmer than if he took it from his own land, not to speak of 
the better character of the material supplied. Where farmers 
undertake to open a coal bed or to quarry limestone the work 
is usually badly done, and poor coal, at a comparatively high 
price, is the result of the experiment. And with respect to 
this particular limestone, which requires hard and thorough 
burning to drive oft' the carbonic acid, an eflBcient draw kiln is 
necessary to produce satisfactory results. In many cases where 
the limestone has been condemned as utterly worthless the 
failure to obtain the desired lime is due to crude and inefficient 
calcining rather than to the character of the rock. 

Coal Bed D and the Ferriferous Limestone, 

Beam Mine. — Near the head of a small run, an affluent of the 
south-east fork of the Quemahoning, the Lower Freeport coal 
and limestone have been opened on the property of Mr. John 
Beam. 

Both coal and limestone are here extensively operated. The 
drift on the coal, 80 feet above water level, by barometer, is 
worked to the south-east (S. 40^ E.) and rises gently, allowing 
the water to drain oft* easily. 

Li the main bench the coal is good, being unusually free 
from pyrites. It shows a peculiar combination of horizontal 
and vertical laminse, the latter form of structure being con- 
fined chiefly to the centre of the bed. A thin band of slate 
divides the coal unevenly into two benches, as is shown by the 
following section : 
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A specimen of the coal was forwarded to Harrisburg for 
analyeis, and there showed the following constituents (A. S. 
M'Creath) : 

"Water 820 

Volatile matter 17.285 

FUed oarbon 71 .881 

Bui pL ur S19 

Ash. 8.546 

100.000 

Coke per cent, S1.94o; color of aah, cream. 

The coal is bright, shining, rather tender, and seems gener- 
ally free from iron pyrites." 

It is evident from this analysis that the specimen tested came 
from the centre of the bed. In the neighborhood of the roof 
and floor the coal is compact and firm, its toughness being doe 
ill great measure to the earthy matter mixed with it. 

Two plainly marked benches show on the hillside which rises 
eastward from the mine. Tlieee benches have never been 
opened, and it is not known whether they are coal bearing. 
This section was examined late in the season, and all outcrops 
had been concealed by a light fall of snow. But the distances 
between the benches are suggestive of all the Freeport coals as 
follows: 

Hill tnp. 

iDterral 40' 0" 

Bench. (T> 

Interval 70 

Bench. (T) 

Interval 60 

Beam's mine. 

Total IW 0' 

The limestone is quarried from the face of the bench and 

burned in a large kiln near by. A grayish lime, slightly tinged 
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with red, is produced from it. This lime is largely used by the 
farmers in the neighborhood, who speak highly of its qualities 
as a fertilizer. 

The deposit is separated into three layers by thin bands of 
impure fire clay shale. The limestone layers are very nearly 
of equal thickness, the whole aggregating about 7 feet from 
top to bottom ; the strata of fire clay shale are persistent and 
continuous, and maintain an average size of about 6 mches. 
These features are thus minutely related in consequence of the 
interesting difference in the composition of the several lime- 
stone layers. This wide difference of composition is not be- 
trayed by the general appearance of the hand specimens. All 
the layers are of a dark color, minutely crystalline, firm, com- 
pact and hard. But careful chemical analysis shows that the 
central band is by far the most impure, and is, strictly speaking, 
a inagnesian limestone^ with as much as 8.5 per cent of carbon- 
ate of iron and 12 per cent of silicious matter. The lowest layer 
is also impure,and in the same way, but to a less degree, while 
the uppermost stratum yields a limestone containing more than 
90 per cent of carbonate of lime. 

This is a rather curious combination. The intervening bands 
of shale undoubtedly indicate breaks in the deposition of the 
calcareous matter. Each layer is separate and distinct, and it 
is perfectly possible, even in spite of the regularity of the de- 
posit and firmness of the rock, that a chemical process of dolo- 
mization has here taken place ; but it is far more probable that 
the bands were deposited in the condition in which they are now 
found. 

The following analyses by the Messrs. M'Creath show the 
nature of each layer : 

Upper. Middle. Lower. 

Carbouate Of Ume 92.298 54.321 69.264 

Carbonate of magnesia 1.483 23.088 13.778 

Carbonate of iron 1.167 8.492 4.739 

Carbonate of manganese trace. trace. trace. 

Alumina 369 1.626 .403 

Sulphur 097 .127 .106 

Phosphorus 018 .051 .047 

Carbonaceous matter 550 .980 .590 

Insoluble residuo 3.950 12.020 10.760 

99.922 100.70b 99.682 

A. S. M'C. D. M'C. A. ». M'C. 



U' 6'' 
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Pile Mine. — ^This same deposit of coal and limestone is also 
worked on the property of Mr. Jacob Pile, about one mile 
north-east of the village of Siijesville, in Somerset township. 

The entire deposit, including the roof slates of the coal, has 
been handsomely exposed at this place. A complete and ac- 
curate section was therefore obtained as follows : 

Black slate from 6' 0" to 6 " 

Coal 4 

Slate 1{ 

Coal 1 1 

Slate 2 

Limestone (in three benches) 7 

The coal is only fairly good. Directly under the roof and 
above the floor its structure is horizontal, the coal being inter- 
mixed with slate and carrying also iron pyrites. But the cen- 
tre of the bed is of columnar structure and yields a much bet- 
ter coal ; this portion of the bed is used by the blacksmiths in 
the neighborhood. 

An analysis of a specimen from the more slaty portion of 
the bed gave the following results (A. S. M'Creath) : 

" Water at 225° Fah 960 

Volatile matter 16 .540 

Fixed carbon 71 .206 

Sulphur 2 .409 

Ash 8.895 



100.000 
Coke per cent, 82 .51 ; color of ash, gnty* 

The coal is shining, tender, with considerable mineral char- 
coal, iron pyrites and some slate." 

The limestone is very extensively quarried by Mr. Pile, 
whose kiln almost entirely supplies the neighboring farmers with 
lime. An average specimen of the limestone gave the follow- 
ing results on analysis at Harrisburg. It will be observed from 
the analysis that the specimen, as selected by Mr. Pile, is very 
similar to that from the lowest layer of the same deposit on 
Mr. Beam's land near Jenner Cross Roads. 

The specimen was analysed by Mr. David M'Creath 

"Carbonate of lime 79.478 

Carbonate of magnesia , . . . 10.222 

Carbonate of iron, (with a little alumina) 8.639 

Sulphur .168 

Phosphorus .034 

Insoluble residue 4.970 

The limestone is compact, and of a bluish gray colorJ 



» 
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SipeavilU. 

The little village of Sipesville is situated on top of au ele- 
vated plateau. South-west of the village the country continues 
as high land for several miles, and though slightly undulating, 
is usuallv nearlv level. 

This plain forms a part of the central water shed, which cuts 
Somerset county crosswise, and which has already been suf- 
ficiently described. 

The township road, which skirts the northern borders of 
Jefferson township, follows along the top of this water shed. 
On one side of the road are the head springs of the Quemahon- 
ing flowing northwards towards the valley of the Conemaugh. 
On the opposite side numerous small runs take their rise and 
flow quickly down into Laurel Hill creek, which joins the 
Castleman at Confluence. 

About one and a-quarter miles north of this road, and almost 
due west from Sipesville, a tolerably good bed of coal has been 
opened up on the farm of Mr. Samuel Berkey 

The bed is nearly four feet thick, including two small but 
persistent partings of slate. The coal is used in the neighbor- 
hood and is much commended. 

Queer Mine. — It is also mined on the adjoining property of 
Mr. J. Queer. 

The full section of the bed is as follows : 

Roof, blaok slate. 

Coal 2' 10 *'\ 

Slate 1| 

i)on\ Z\ y 8' 8" 

Slate 1 

Ck)al 4 ) 

Slate 

No other developments whatever have been mad6 in this re- 
gion, and the identification of the bed was thus rendered un- 
certain. 

The mines are situated a few feet above a small run, called 
the North Fork, and are about 2\ miles distant from Sipes- 
ville. 

It seems probable, from the examinations made, that Messrs. 
Berkey and Queer are mining bed JE^ or the same coal as that 
once worked by Dr. Covode near the village of Jenner Cross 
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Koads. It should be stated, however, that this identification 
is necessarily conjectural, and more extended developments 
would be required to establish its correctness. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Laurel Hill Creek. 

Laurel Hill creek, or the North Fork of the Youghiogheny 
river, takes its rise near Indiantown, on the western slope of 
the ridge which marks the run of the Viaduct anticlinal along 
the eastern edge of Jeflferson township. 

From its headsprings the creek flows a general north-east 
course for at least five miles, which brings it to the high cen- 
tral water shed which runs across Somerset county. Here the 
creek is deflected, and instead of having forced a passage 
through the high land, it turns almost directly round upon it- 
self, and returns again to within a few miles of its starting 
point; thence it continues south-west into Middle Creek town- 
ship, and so on down the basin until its waters are mingled at 
Confluence with those of the Youghiogheny. 

From Bakersville south-westward to the Turkey Foot, the 
creek flows close to the central line of the trough, but numerous 
bends in its course, sometimes a mile in extent, carry it east 
and west from the synclinal axis, thus varying the geology ex- 
posed along the valley. The bed of the stream is, however, 
throughout, confined to the rocks of the Lower Productive 
coal measures. 

Generally speaking, the creek falls slowly. At Bakersville 
it is west of the synclinal axis, and flows over rocks that oc- 
cupy positions high up in the scale of the Lower Productive 
measures. But in ascending the stream from Bakersville it is 
soon found to bend south-eastward, causing it to get into higher 
rocks, the natural eftect of which is to throw the small but 
workable coals of the Bakersville region beneath the level of the 
creek. And this is in accordance with the fact that there is cer. 
tainly a lack of coal between Bakersville and the Putman 
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Bchool house, although it is entirely possible that the upper of 
the Bakersville beds remains above water level in all this dis- 
tance, but has not been traced. 

Descending the stream still further, the whole group of 
Lower Productive coals is found above water level at the point 
where the creek crosses the mud pike ; and at the mouth of 
Sandy run the channel is tilled with massive sandstone 
boulders, which indicate the presence of the Pottsville Con- 
glomerate (XII) at daylight. Low cliffs of sandstone here line 
the banks of the stream, and a dense laurel thicket stretches 
up the slope for 75 feet, and follows the creek for a mile. 
But in view of the great preponderance of heavy sandstone at 
the base of the Lower Productive coal measures, as exposed 
along the Castleman river further south, and in view also of 
the entire lack of developments at the mouth of Sandy run, 
the exact horizon of the sandstone masses there occurring can 
not be asserted positively. Ascending the hills from the creek, 
softer rocks, holding a portion, if not all, of the Lower Pro- 
ductive coals, come in and spread over the country. 

From Sandy run the creek flows south-eastward for some 
distance, and at the mouth of Brovm^s run^ the heavy sand- 
stone alluded to as probably belonging to the Conglomerate, 
has disappeared altogether beneath the bed of the creek. The 
ferriferous coal (D) and limestone are at water level on the east- 
em outskirts of the town of Ur8ina,and at this point the creek 
bends westward, the rocks dipping slowly with it as far as the 
synclinal axis, which crosses the creek in the vicinity of Con- 
fluence. Between Ursina and Confluence the creek passes over 
the highest rocks of the Lower Productive coal measures, and 
in this distance the Upper Freeport coal descends beneatb the 
creek bed. This is fully discussed in the chapter giving the 
geology of this region in detail. 

Bakersville. 

In the vicinity of Bakersville, the mining of coal is confined 
to the western bank of Laurel Hill creek. East of the creek 
the country, for a considerable distance north-east and south- 
west of Bakersville, is covered deep with "Barren Measure" 
rocks which spread far up on the low ridge of the Viaduct 
axis. 
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The synclinal axis of this Johnstown sub-basin, which is 
here much narrower than in Cambria county, passes to the east 
of Bakers ville, for at the latter place the rocks are already ris- 
ing north-westward towards Laurel Hill. It is in fact due to 
this rather sharp rise from the synclinal, that even the highest 
coals of the Lower Productive series are found above water 
level in the Bakersville region. 

The developments throughout this section show two small 
coal beds separated by about 70 feet of rocks. It is believed 
that these coals represent the upper members of the Freeport 
group. 

Schafer Mine, — At Schafers mill, 1 J miles north-east of Ba- 
kersville, the lower coal outcrops, only a few feet above a small 
run, which joins Laurel Hill creek a short distance below the 
mill. 

The coal shows in this way (Fig. 89): 

Fig. 89. 



Blaokslate iHHa^BK?! •••• 1' 0" 

Coal ^^^^^Bb •••• 1 10 > 

Slate ^^^^^^H .... i >2' 6|" 

Coal HHHHHI .... 8) 

Slate. 

The bed has been but little worked, and the gangway has 
not yet advanced very far under the hill. 

A persistent bench, higher up in the slope, marks the outcrop 
of the upper coal seam. 

The outcrops are 60 feet apart, by barometer. The upper 
bed is claimed to have been once opened on this farm, and to 
have been found to be four feet thick. It is further reported 
to have shown two thin partings of slate. 

Mull Mine. — The upper coal was more thoroughly opened up 
by Mr. Henry Mull, about three-fourths of a mile south-east of 
Schafer's mill. 

The mine has, however, been much neglected of late years, 
arid being now in a bad condition, could not be entered. But 
a measurement of the bed was secured near the outcrop, with 
the following results (Fig. 90) : 
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^g, 90. 
Blaok slate ^^^B^^ from 3' 0" to 4' 

Coal ^^^^hari 2 

Slate |_|^^g^| ^ 

T'Oal ^^^^^H 1' V2'm' 

Slate ^^^^^^H 

Coal ^^^^^^^ fromO 8'' to 10 

Floor? 

The coal in the upper bench appears to be tolerably good ; it 
is soft and of columnar structure. 

Ifeer Mine. — The lower bed is again mined on land owned 
by Mr. John Ncer, about three-fourths of a mile south-south- 
west of Bakersville. 

This mine is quite extensively worked. The bed is small, 
but a sufficient amount of the roof slate has been cut down in 
the gangway to allow of a suitable outlet to the coal. Small 
rooms have been run off from the main entry. 

Moreover, the bed yields a good coal, which is said to ignite 
quickly, producing a hot fire. Mr. Neer's mine supplies nearly 
the whole of this neighborhood with fuel. 

A thin parting of slate divides the bed into two benches, as 
is shown by the following section : 



2' 6i" 

This section is exactly the same as that obtained from the 
outcrop of the lower bed at Schafer's mill. 

Seventy feet above Mr. Neer's mine a distinct bench rises ab- 
ruptly for about 15 feet. This is said to be coal bearing, an 
opening on it having once revealed a coal bed four feet thick. 

Mack Fossiliferous Limestone. — Due east of Bakersville, on 
tJie farm of Mr. Miller^ on top of the narrow loop of land 
formed by the curve of Laurel Hill creek, a thin band of im- 
pure argillaceous limestone has been quarried in the past, but 
the openings are now closed. 

This limestone, which is of a dirty black color, two feet in 
thickness, and filled with fossils, occupies a position in the "Bar- 
ren Measures," but its horizon, as here determined by barome- 
eter, does not accord witli the position of the Black Fossilifer- 
ous Limestone of other regions, and it is more reasonable that 
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the levels, (barometrical,) should in this case be discarded as 
being at variance with more reliable data. The stratum is a 
well known deposit further west^ having been frequently recog- 
nized by Prof. Stevenson, and it appears moreover, in the sec- 
tions of the Final Report In these sections it is shown to occur 
regularly about 150 feet above the Upper Freeport coal bed, and 
this may also be its position at Bakersville, though the inter- 
val is probably in excess of that figure in the latter neighbor- 
hood. 

This limestone must not be confounded with the Crinoidal or 
green fossiliferous limestone, which occurs about 160 feet higher 
in the measures. A specimen of the black limestone, secured 
from the old quarry of Mr. Miller at Bakersville, was carefully 
examined by Professor Stevenson, who recognized in it an Or- 
thoceras^ which is unknown in the higher or Crinoidal lime- 
stone. Moreover, Professor Rogers states that a species of Or- 
thoceras is abundant in the black limestone at Pittsburg, which 
goes still further to establish the horizon of the Bakersville 
specimen, although it should be stated that the barometrical 
levels would rather make it the Crinoidal deposit. 

The limestone is said to calcine quickly and easily, but pro- 
duces an impure argillaceous lime. It extends far to the south 
of Bakersville, but has never been traced along the hills, al- 
though its outcrop has been partially opened at various points 
along the creek. 

The creek is both narrow and shallow where it crosses into 
Middle Creek township ; the channel is here away from the sand- 
stone, and the smooth, low banks of the stream are made up of 
soft shale. In the neighborhood of the Putman school the 
creek has a*gentle fall, and winds slowly and silently through a 
succession of maple groves ; beyond this the stream soon be- 
comes noisy, falling rapidly over the sandstones at the base of 
the Lower Productive measures. 

Putman Mine. — On P. Putman's farm a small bed of coal is 
worked a short distance from the bridge which spans the creek 
at the Putman school house. This coal is about 30 feet above 
the water and shows the following section in the mine (Fig. 
91) made by Chas. A. Young: 
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Fig, 91. 
Dark slate roof. 

Coal HHHHl 2' 

Slate H^^^^H finomOl'to 0' 8" >S' 8" 

Coal fSSSSi 0' 6"^ 

The parting slate is persistent and of irregular thickness. 

In all probability the bed represents the Upper Treeport coal, 
which was identified positively further down the creek, ap- 
pearing there as a " 4-foot bed." 

The Putman coal may, however, belong to a small bed which 
ranges about 50 feet above the Upper Freeport coal, and which 
is persistent throughout this neighborhood, having been traced 
for a considerable distance along the hillside. It may here be 
remarked that such an horizon is by no means an infrequent 
one for a small bed about two feet thick ; a bed of about this 
thickness and occupying this position in the measures having 
been opened and worked on Hoover's farm, one and a quarter 
miles south-west of the town of Somerset. (Chap. IX, p. 164.) 

Barron Aline. — On Josiah Barron's land, about one mile south- 
west of the Putman mine, bed E or the Upper Freeport coal, has 
l;cen opened a few feet above a small brook which flows westward 
into Laurel Hill creek. The bed has been quite extensively 
wrought by Mr. Barron, and yields, it is said, a superior quality 
of coal. The mine is now partially closed, but was entered in 
the autumn of 1875 by Mr. Young, who obtained the following 
section (Fig. 92 ): 

Slate. Fig, 92. 

Coal, bony ^^m^^^^^ ^ 3" 

Coal, good 

Coal, bony 

Floor unknown. 

The mine is at the base of a low hill composed of Barren 
Measure rocks ; near the top of this hill, and 50 feet above the 
mine, a small coal, two feet thick, has been opened. The drift 
was an experimental one to test the thickness of the bed, and 
was driven only a few yards beyond the outcrop. It has since 
fallen shut. 

At Barron's place. Laurel Hill creek flows close to the syn- 
clinal axis, but a short distance to the west of the central line ; 
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hence on the opposite side of the creek, coal beds lower in the 
series than those above described, come to daylight along the 
streams, which latter, heading on the top of Laurel Hill moun- 
tain, flow quickly down into the creek running along the centre 
of the basin. 

Of these small streams Fishing run. Roaring run, and Gary's 
run, are the most prominent in this immediate vicinity, and 
quite a number of coal openings have been made in the ravines 
drained by them. 

Thus a small bed of coal, stated by Mr. Young to occur in 
the Conglomerate of XII, (Mount Savage bed ?) was long ago 
opened on the Chorpenning tract^ between Roaring run and 
Laurel Ilill creek. 

This coal, enclosed by massive sandstone, is described by Mr. 
Young as of very variable thickness, and of a slaty, pyritous 
character. The average height of the seam is given as 2' 3". 

A handsome show of carbonate iron ore is also reported by 
Mr. Young as showing on Roaring run. 

A section was made farther south, at the point where the 
clay pike crosses Laurel Hill creek. This section extends from 
the bridge westward up the high slope which stretches towards 
Laurel Hill, and embraces, apparently, all the important coals 
of the Lower Productive series. It reads as follows (Fig. 93, 
Page Plate XIV): 

Laurel Hill Creek ; Clay-pike Section. 

HiU top. 

Interval 50' 0" 

Coal smut, rioh crop, bed E. (?) 

Interval 65 ^ 

Coal smut, bed D'. (?) 

Interval » 40 

Black slates. 



Coal ^ r 3 

Fire clay, i bed D, ) 1 6 

Coal 5 ( 2 

Fire-clay 2 

Limestone in layers. 6 

Fire clay, crop. 

Interval 100 

Black slate and coal crop, bed B. (?) 

Interval 43 

Sandstone 2 

Slate 1 

16— HHH. 
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Coal r 6'' 

Interval 36 8 

Greek level. 

Total 852' 8' 

This section, which in the intervals between the coals varies 
very little from the typical Allegheny Mountain section, ap- 
plies to the country bordering Laurel Hill creek from King's 
Bridge all the way through Upper Turkey Foot township, 
and nearly as far as to the mouth of Brown's run. 

Only partial openings have been made on these coals by Mr. 
Kinffj but the excavations made at his place are sufficient to 
establish the thickness of the beds. 

Bed E. — The openings are now, for the most part, wholly 
closed up, but Mr. King reports the highest coal of the sec- 
tion as 5 feet thick. No information could be gathered re- 
specting the condition of the bed. 

Bed jy, — The thickness of the central bed of the Freeport 
group is not definitely known. Mr. King reports it as a "4- 
foot seam," but this is perhaps somewhat exaggerated from 
having been measured at the outcrop. The Middle Freeport 
coal rarely exceeds 3 feet in thickness within the limits of 
the First Great Basin. 

Bed D. — The next lower bed was at one time drifted in 
upon and mined, but the opening is now closed up. Mr. King 
reports the bed as having yielded, on an average, about 5 
feet of coal, separated into two benches by a thick band of 
impure fire-clay shale. Considerable coal was taken out, and 
as a fuel for domestic purposes it is said to give entire satis- 
faction, igniting easily and burning freely. It is possible, 
however, that tlie bed carries a tolerably large amount of iron 
pyrites, if one may judge from an opening on the same seam 
further down the creek. 

The Ferriferous limestone is found in place, at a short inter- 
val below the coal. The band is here nearly 6 feet thick, di- 
vided as usual into three separate and distinct layers, parted 
only by an inch or two of shale. The limestone has been 
quite extensively quarried, and furnished an impure lime, adap- 
table only for agricultural purposes. An outcrop of fij'e-clay 
was observed directly below the limestone. 
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Bed B. — About 100 feet lower in the meofiures a promisiDg 
Bhow of coal smut very probably marks the outcrop of bed B. 
But this outcrop has never been investigated, and the thick- 
ness of the seam is therefore unknown. Judging from the ex- 
tent of the outcrop the coal is apparently of workable size. 

Bed A (f). — The lowest coal of the section outcrops about 45 
feet still lower, and is 35 feet above the creek. This is pre- 
sumably the outcrop of bed A, but as the interval between the 
outcrop and the creek has never been explored, this identi- 
fication can only be made provisionally. The coal has been 
imperfectly opened up on Mr. King's land, and is described as 
a double seam, parted by about 2 feet of sandstone, the bed 
yielding in all upwards of 3 feet of coal. The old drift is 
now entirely closed up, but as much as 2 feet of coal show at 
the mouth of the mine, overlaid by black slate, as shown in 
the section. Whether the sandstone parting prevails over 
any great distance is not known ; it may be presumed, how- 
ever, that it does not, being probably replaced by fire clay or 
slate. 

Mr. SanCl Dickey^s farm is on the opposite side of the creek, 
and about three-fourths of a mile east-north-east of the devel- 
opments last described. At this place attention has been 
chiefly directed to one small coal bed, not exceeding two feet 
thick, which was found to be underlaid by a limestone stratum 
of about the same thickness. The deposit is about 100 feet 
above the water, and represents, probably, bed D', the rocks hav- 
ing descended somewhat in the interval between King's and 
Dickey's. The coal opened by the latter may, however, belong 
to bed D. Further developments are necessary to establish this 
definitely. 

The country separating the deep valley of Laurel Hill creek, 
from that of Middle Creek to the east, is a high undulating 
plateau, which contains the highest rocks of the basin. Cer- 
tainly as much as 250 feet of Barren Measures are here repre- 
sented, 150 feet of these rocks being exposed along the clay 
pike, on the hill just east of Mr. Dickey's house. A section 
made on the pike at this place shows a few thin streaks of 
coal and an abundance of reddish fire-clay shale, but no lime- 
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stone. This is a noteworth}^ fact when considered in connec- 
tion with the Berlin section. 

Limestones of the Barren Measures. 

But higher up on the Laurel Hill plateau, two limestone 
strata, from 60 to 75 feet apart, are found on Mr. Josiah Gross' 
property^ some distance to the north of the clay pike. The 
upper of these bands was estimated to overlie the Upper Free- 
port coal (as identified at the Putman school house) by at least 
250 feet, and caps the hill, being found only over a narrow 
area confined to the centre of the basin. 

It is the upper band that is worked by Mr. Gross, and though 
the deposit is small it yields a good stone, which requires little 
treatment in the kiln and yields a moderately pure lime. The 
deposit is "stripped," there being little cover to interfere with 
this method of working. The face of the stripping gives this 
section: 

Slate 10' 0*' 

Fire-clay 2 6 

Limestone 2 seen. 

The limestone is of a bluish cast and fossiliferous. 

Of the limestone band from 60 to 75 feet lower down in the 
measures, littJe or nothing is known on the Gross farm. It is 
reported, however, to have been once opened up there, and to 
have shown a trifle thicker than the limestone on the crest of 
the hill. 

It is not probable that either of these bands corresponds with 
the Black fossiliferous limestone found in the high land to the 
east of Lavansville, but known more especially on the Miller 
farm. The Gross limestones come in above this, the one now 
worked by Mr. Gross being close to the horizon of the Crin- 
oidal or Green fossiliferous limestone, a deposit which has 
been found by Professor Stevenson to prevail further west with 
great persistency. 

Going eastward across the New Lexington plateau, into the 
valley of Middle Creek, nearly all of the Lower Productive 
coals are there found above water level at the point where the 
creek is crossed by the clay pike. 

Partial developments have been made which establishes this 
fact ; and by the aid of these openings and a few outcrops 
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along the face of the hill to the east of the mill, the follow 
ing rough section was constructed : 

Vertical Section on Middle Creek. 

HiUtop, sandstone on sur&oe. 
Benoh, bed D' 7 

Interval 40' 0" 

Bench, outcrop, bed D. 

Interval 50 

Bench ? 

Interval 70 

Coal crop, bed B. 

Interval 25 

Fire-clay. 

Interval 15 

Black slates and coal crop, bed A. 

Interval 15 

Middle creek. 

Totol 215' 0' 

The stream is here enclosed by tolerably high hills, which 
run close to the water. The rocks dip plainly to the north-west, 
and the coal in the western slope of the valley cannot be mined 
by drift at this place without trouble with the drainage. 

Frieze Mine. — A short distance north of the mill Mr. S. 
Frieze exposed bed D near the top of the hill. Three feet of 
coal were uncovered, 6 feet of limestone showing a few feet be- 
low. Ten feet of dark shale (black slate ?) rest on top of the 
coal seam. 

The bed was traced without diflSculty round the hills to the 
point where the above section was made. 

Ascending the hill eastward from this mill, towards Centre- 
ville, the Mahoning sandstone shows on the top of the slope ; 
but it soon passes out into the air, and fails to cross (under 
cover) the Viaduct anticlinal sub-axis at Centreville. 

Faidley HEne. — Returning again to the valley of Laurel 
Hill Creek, and descending the stream from the clay pike, 
bed D and the ferriferous limestone are again seen on the pro- 
perty of Mr. A. Faidley, about three miles south of the King 
farm. A very complete exposure has here been made of both 
coal and limestone, the deposit being, by barometer, 125 feet 
above the creek. 
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The section of the mine is as follows: 



Hard slate. 

Coal 

Slate 

Coal 

Fire-olay shale .... 

Coal 

Fire-olay shale .... 

Limestone 



JBSg.94' 




The section shows the bed to consist of three benches, an 
unusual occurrence, and one worthy of especial mention. 

The coal from all three benches is impure and firm, mining 
out in cubical blocks. The coal in the lowest bench is partic- 
ularly hard and compact, being bedded in horizontal layers, 
and much intermixed with earthy matter. 

The opening was only recently started, but in driving the 
gangway south-w^est, has exposed a leaning of the rocks in 
that direction, the measures inclining at an angle of about 1^, 
And the sinking of the basin can also be observed by following 
any particular bed south-westward from Faidley's. The dif- 
ferent elevations above the water that are thus obtained for 
the same bed at dilFerent points along the creek, are due par- 
tially, of course, to the windings and turns of the stream, but 
the persistent sinking of the whole basin to the south and 
south-west, is made very manifest by the levels. 

Descending the hill from Faidley's mine, a small seam of 
coal shows 30 feet below the mine, and 65 feet still lower 
occurs a mass of rusty shales with iron ore balls, below 
which is a peculiar conglomerate, composed of rounded frag- 
ments of carbonate iron ore held firmly together by silica. 
Directly below this, a band of limestone was accidentally un- 
covered. The stratum is certainly two feet thick, and may be 
noted as an unusual occurrence, for limestone is rarely seen at 
this horizon in the First basin. No coal is exposed in connec- 
tion with it. Twenty feet below the limestone a ledge of thin 
sandstone, 10 feet thick, rests on top of a mass of black slates, 
which extend to the creek level. 
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One hundred feet above Faidley's mine there is an outcrop 
of limestone, and about one hundred feet still higher a worka- 
ble vein of coal has been opened, but the mine is now shut. 
This latter seam is probably the " Rose coal bed," developed 
along Brown's run, further south. A cliflf of sandstone caps 
Faidley's hill, a few feet above the old opening on the highest 
coal bed. 

Bed D is further mined, a trifle higher in the hills, on the 
Schroch property^ some distance north-west of Faidley's, which 
gives the normal rise of the rocks at this place as north wesU 
and Faidley's mine, as described, shows a rise of the synclinal 
to the north-east. 

Nearly all of Upper Turkey Foot township is composed of 
high land. Both the Viaduct anticlinal, and the synclinal of the 
Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin, run through this township, 
but as the anticlinal does not here elevate the Pottsville Con- 
glomerate to the surface, the entire township may be said to 
be underlaid by coal. Much of this coal is far below the sur- 
face, but a large amount is above water level, and can be at- 
tacked at the outcrop in the deep valley of Laurel Hill creek, 
and to some extent also in the shallow ravines drained by the 
smaller streams which head up on the ridge of the Viaduct 
sub-axis, and flow westward into Laurel Ilill creek, 

Brown^s Run. 

Brown's run is one of these subsidiary streams, and the 
hollow down which it flows has become known through the op- 
erations of the Pittsburg and Baltimore Coal, Coke and Iron 
Company. In the ravine, which broadens and deepens rapidly 
towards Laurel Hill creek, are exposed the rocks between the 
Lower Freeport coal bed (D) and an horizon about 200 feet 
above the Upper Freeport coal, (E,) in all, therefore, about 300 
feet of measures, while further south, in the neighborhood of 
Ursina, still higher rocks come in, as is descrbed further on. 

Krieger Mine, — About one mile above the mouth of Brown's 
run, the highest workable coal seam of this section of country 
was long ago discovered, and was there opened up just above 
water level. This is the "Old Krieger bank," which was 
worked for a considerable space of time, and from which a large 
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amount of coal was extracted. The bank has been in disuse 
for a number of years, but is still in good condition. 

The opening shows a bed of coal 6 feet thick in one solid 
breast, a thickness which is maintained without any important 
variation throughout the entire drift. For the most part the 
coal is bright, soft and unusually friable, requiring very little 
etFort in mining, being easily brought down by the pick, and 
needing no blasting. The bed shows handsomely in the mine^ 
but a close inspection of a number of hand specimens almost 
invariably reveals a damaging amount of iron pyrites, existing 
as minute scales and sometimes as lenticular plates, which add 
so largely to the percentage of sulphur that the coal cannot be 
accorded a high rank. But sometimes the bed exists in a re- 
markable state of purity over a short area, and yields then a 
superior quality of coal. That this cannot be relied upon over 
extended areas has been most fully and clearly established by 
the operations of the Pittsburg and Baltimore Coal, Coke and 
iron Company, near the mouth of the run, where an extensive 
mine was opened and worked for some time, but was subse- 
quently abandoned on account of the unsatisfactory results at- 
tained. The following analyses of specimens from the Krieger 
bank will serve to express more clearly what has just been said 
respecting the character of the coal. 

Analysis No. I was made by Professor P. Frazer, Jr., in 
3871. It shows a minimum of sulphur and a very low per- 
centage of ash. Should the bed run in this condition, nothing 
better could be desired for steam purposes, and as the coal 
cokes easily, it would of course produce a very superior quality 
of coke. The analysis is as follows : 

I. »* Water .55 

Volatile substances. 17 .17 

Fixed carbon 79 26 

Sulphur .47 

Ash 3.11 

100.55 

In the above analysis the sulphur is considered exclusively 
as a constituent of the ash. 

Analysis No. II was made by Mr. A. S. M'Creath, chemical 
assistant of the survey. It reveals a very different condition 
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of things ; it shows three per cent of sulphur, and that too ex- 
isting, as before stated, in the form of minute scales, which 
would pass through a " washer" with the coal. It is believed 
that this analysis represents more nearly the average condition 
of the bed. The result of Mr. M'Creath's analysis was as fol- 
lows : 

II. "Water 920 

Volatile matter 22 .950 

Fixed oarbon 66.999 

Sulphur 8.096 

Ash 6 . 085 

100.000 
Coke per cent, 76.13 ; color of ash, gray, with red specks. 

The coal is bright, shining, very tender, with numerous thin 
partings of iron pyrites and considerable sulphate of iron." 

At the Krieger mine the coal is overlaid by tough black 
slate, and the coal is firm and dry ; it rests regularly upon fire- 
clay, as shown in Fig. 95, as follows : 

Fig. us. 

Black slate. 

Coal ^^^^^^M 6' 0" 




Fire-clay. 

The main gangway of the mine was driven south-east, and 
rises perceptibly, but in one place an attempt was made to 
drive north-westward, and the steady incline of the basin in 
that direction thus became apparent. Over the mine the hill 
rises fully 125 feet and is crowned by sandstone. 

Bose Mine, — ^The ^'Rose bed," so named from an opening 
about to be described, can be traced from the Krieger opening 
along the north bank of the stream to the mouth of the run, 
where, as before stated, the Coal and Coke Company opened 
this drift. The bed is here about 200 feet above water level 
and 150 feet lower than at the Krieger mine. 

The "Rose bank** starts in on a course of N". 80° W., and 
shows a steady rise, occasioned partly by a local roll in the 
floor, which reduced the bed in a short interval to one-half its 
normal thickness. This roll, moreover, shows on the eastern 
side of the gangway to a much greater extent than on the 
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western wall. The gangway parts a short distance beyond the 
mouth of the mine, one entry running nearly due west and 
sinking somewhat, while the other entry was driven on a 
course of N. 30° W. and rises slightly. 

But the rise here to the north-east exceeds all others in steep- 
ness ; attempts to mine towards the south-west having been in 
every case abandoned from necessity, and in one of the rooms 
run off in the latter direction, a dip of 3° was seen, although 
this is doubtless entirely local. 

The gangways are wide, commodious and well ventilated. 

The coal was opened by the Coal and Coke Company at its 
crop, near the terminal point of the hill, and the Rose mine 
shows a very inferior bed, subject to frequent rolls and of vari- 
able thickness. Unlike the Krieger mine, the coal is overlaid 
at the Rose bank by crumbly shale, which affords poor protec- 
tion from percolating waters, and the bed is often much 
troubled by the moisture. Moreover, the coal is much more 
slaty and pyritous than at the Krieger mine, and attempts to 
coke the coal, as mined in the Rose bank, failed totally to pro- 
duce a satisfactory article. 

The bed averages 5 feet thick, but from developments that 
have been made in the country round about, it would seem 
that no reliability can be placed upon it to maintain a work- 
able thickness even over short areas. Thus, it is not known on 
the south side of the Brown's run ravine, opposite the Rose 
bank, nor has it yet been found at Drsina, while it api)ear8 in 
the Harnedsville and Fort Hill sections only as a thin streak 
of coal, not exceeding a foot in thickness. There seems then 
no escape from the conclusion that this Barren Measure coal, 
perhaps identifiable with the lowest Berlin coal, (Philson bed,) 
which is about 100 feet above the Upper Freeport coal, cannot 
be depended upon over large areas either as maintaining work- 
able dimensions, or, when of workable thickness, as yielding 
steadily a marketable fuel. 

The following section of the bed, as it appears in the Rose 
bank, (Fig. 96,) is here appended (Chas. A. Young): 



URSINA GOALS. HHH. 251 

Fig. 96. 
Roof, olay slate, 
Coal, bony i^^^^i ^^^ ^ ^„ ^ ^ ^„ 

Siute, pyritooB ^^^^^^^| | ^^ 0| 

Coal ^^^^^^1 from 4' 0" to 4 

Specimens of both the coal and coke were forwarded to Har- 
risburg, and there gave Mr. A. S. M'Creath the following con- 
stituents : 

I. Coal. 

"Water at 2260 1.555 

Volatile matter 23.480 

Fixed carbon 03.483 

Sulphur 4.037 

Ash 7.445 

100.000 
Coke per oent, 74.965; color of ash, pink. 

Iron in coal # 3.276 

Sulphur as FeS2 8 .744 

•» Free*' sulphur 293 

Sulphur left in coke 2.li04^coke made from 

Per cent of sulphur in coke 3.590 > above coal in 

Per cent of ash in coke 9 .790 ) Laboratory. 

The coal is shining, with small partings of charcoal, and con- 
tains a very large amount of pyrites and slate." 

Mr. M'Creath further analysed two specimens of the coke 
made by the company from this coal, in Beehive ovens. The 
cesults are herewith appended without comment: 

I. (A. ». M*0.) 11. (D. M*0.) 

"Water at 2250 .930 .160 

Volatile matter 1 .686 2 .000 

Fixed carbon 88 620 86.824 

Sulphur 2.259 2.701 

Ash 8.606 8.315 

100.000 100.000 

Color of ash red, with white specks, red. 

The coke is porous, dull, dirty, slaty and iridescent'* 

Variability of Barren Measure Coals. 

The difficulties met with in mining on the Eose bed at this 
place present some curious features. 

The variability of all coal beds is well known. Some beds 
are more stable than others ; the Pittsburg coal bed, for exam- 
ple, running usually for long distances almost without chang- 
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ing in size, appearance and character. Yet even in mining the 
Pittsburg bed one place at least is known where between two 
good collieries another colliery opened upon it has proved a 
total failure, the coal turning out to be variable in size and poor 
in character.* 

The coals of the Lower Productive system show this ten- 
dency to variation very strongly; and already in these volumes 
of reports on Clearfield, Cambria and Somerset counties, there 
have been given numerous striking instances of rapid swelling 
or degradation of coal beds. 

And the coals of the Lower Barren measures, lying between 
the Lower and Upper Productive systems, are much more 
treacherous, when they are found of great size, than the coals 
of either the Upper or Lower series. 

For the normal condition of the Barren Measure coals is to 
be small and worthless, just as the normal condition of the 
Productive coals is to be of workable size. It follows there- 
fore, that for a Barren Measure coal to be workable over any 
given area is as much of a departure from the regular custom 
as for a Productive coal to be worthless over any given area. 

But we naturally look to see the Productive coal return to 
its normal state and size : and equally naturally we look to see 
the Barren Measure coal return to its customary practical in- 
significance. 

When the Brown's run region was examined by the writer 
several years ago (1871) the Krieger bank was open and showed 
over six feet of handsome-looking coal. Fresh coal was mined 
and sent on for analysis. The report of the chemist was very 
favorable to the coal, the percentage of sulphur being unusually 
low. 

The Rose mine was opened at the mouth of the run, one 
mile below the Krieger mine ; it was not driven in very far un- 
der the hill nor had much coal been mined from it. Fresh 
coal was also taken from the working face of this mine and 
forwarded for analysis. 

The report of the chemist again was favorable, the percent- 
age of sulphur running very low. 

*Prof. Stevenson mentions this oase as oocurriug on the Upper Mononga- 
hela. 
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The hopeless entanglement caused by the identification of the 
Ferriferous limestone of Somerset county with the Ferriferous 
limestone of the Allegheny river, as had been done by the First 
Survey, and accepted ever since, rendered an error almost una- 
voidable in this case. For 200 feet below the Rose bed a mine 
was opened, showing coal and ferriferous limestone, while the 
average distance from the Upper Freeport coal to the fer- 
riferous limestone is about 230 feet on the Allegheny river. 

It was not until the present survey of Cambria and Somerset 
counties had cleared away the cloud from the actual condition 
of the measures in the First basin, that it became apparent 
that the Rose bed was not the Upper Freeport coal bed, but 
a bed in the Lower Barren measures, lying fully 100 feet above 
the Upper Freeport coal. 

The Rose bed, though variable as to size and uncertain as to 
character, is extremely persistent, and is found at numerous 
places, though usually small and worthless, from the western base 
of the Allegheny Mounta,in at Berlin as far west as Allegheny 
county. 

This explanation of the horizon of the bed throws light upon 
the results of the operations of the company, results most un- 
expected and disastrous. 

For this bed which showed at two openings, over one mile 
apart, as a large, handsome bed, its conspicuous bench running 
from one mine to the other, plainly marked on the hillside, and 
which gave in both mines a coal very free from sulphur, proved 
wonderfully treacherous, as the detailed report above has al- 
ready stated. 

New and extensive drifts at the Rose mine found horsebacks 
and sulphurous coal ; the bed when followed down Laurel Hill 
creek only exists as a small coal, as it does also at Augustine's 
(near Brook tunnel) and over on the Castleman river near 
Ilarnedsville. 

Where the coal is last seen going under the hill at the Krieger 
mine, with abundance of cover, it is a fine, handsome bed, 
though evidently sulphurous in places. The coal extends in an 
unbroken sheet under this high hill for hundreds of acres, or 
even a thousand ; and if it holds the size as showing in the 
Krieger mine there is coal enough to last a colliery for very 
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many years. For at the Kreiger mine the bed is over six feet 
tliick ; or 10,000 tons of coal to the acre. But the region should 
be carefully explored, and the coal touched by shafts or bore 
holes to find its size and character under the hill, before any 
farther permanent plant is put down on Brown's run. 

While the developments of the company present the Rose 
bed as singularly variable, even among uncertain beds ; yet 
the case is paralleled by this same Rose bed (Philson bed of 
Berlin) and other overlying beds of the Barren Measures, 
which are workable coal beds from Berlin to the Blue Lick ; 
but after going under the hill on the south side of the Blue 
Lick only come out on to the Castleman as small and worthless 
seams. 

Broxcn's Run. — An interval of about 200 feet occurs between 
the Rose bed and the water level at the mouth of Brown's run 
In this interval two seams of coal have been found. The first 
in descending order is the Upper Freeport, which occupies a 
position about midway between the Rose bank and the run. 
Its outcrop is visible in the sides of the incline plane, which 
was used by the company to lower the coal from the Rose bank 
to the coke ovens at the base of the hill. 

Rush Mine. — This Upper Freeport bed has never been ex- 
plored on the company's property, but was partially opened at 
the old Rush mine on the western bank of Laurel Hill creek, 
IJ miles above the mouth of Brown's run, where it is just 
above water level, and shows about 2J feet of inferior slaty 
coal. It is almost directly overlaid by heavy massive sand- 
stone, which represents, perhaps, the Mahoning sandstone de- 
posit ; its floor could not be seen, but the bed is reported to 
rest upon massive sandrock, without a particle of intervening 
fire clay. 

An analysis of this coal, by Prof. Persifor Frazer, Jr., is 
herewith appended, being taken from a professional report on 
these lands by Prof. J. P. Lesley. The analysis is as follows : 

"Water .45 

Volatile substances 17 .66 

Fixed carbon 65 .58 

Sulphur 

Ash 26.77" 
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It was unnecessary to determine the sulphur in the speci- 
men, inasmuch as the coal is utterly condemned by the enor- 
mous amount of earthy matter included in it. 

Croll Mine. — ^The lowest workable coal above water level at 
the mouth of Brown's run is bed J), or the Lower Freeport coal. 
This was once opened near Widow CroU's house, at the mouth 
of the run. It is here represented as a double bed about 25 
inches thick, parted by 8 inches of slate near the centre. Its 
roof is iron-stained shales, above which the Freeport sandstone 
comes in, and shows 30 feet thick. This sandstone is very dis- 
tinct at the mouth of Brown's run, and notably so at the place 
where the coke ovens of the company were established. 

An analysis of a specimen from Widow CroU's mine gave 
these results to Prof. Frazer: 

"Water 0.55 

Volatile substances 21 .90 

Fixed carbon 60.98 

Sulphur. 0.62 

Ash 15.95' 

This shows a great freedom from sulphur, but the large 
amount of ash is ruinous to the value of the coal. 

UrsiTia. 

This same bed, one of the most persistent of all the seams 
in the Lower Productive measures in Somerset county, con- 
tinues down Laurel Hill creek, falling equally with the stream, 
and is found just above water level on Mr. Koah Scott's 
farm, on the outskirts of Ursina. 

Scott Mine. — The bed shows its characteristic slate part- 
ing, and the limestone by which it is invariably underlaid 
throughout this section of country has also been exposed and 
quarried on Mr. Scott's farm. It is highly ferriferous and 
yields an impure reddish lime. The thickness of the lime- 
stone stratum is not known exactly, but it certainly amounts 
to as much as 4 feet. 

The coal bed sinks at once below the creek in going westward 
from the Scott mine, and is under water level at the Ursina 
bridge, but reappears beyond Confluence to ascend the slope 
of Laurel Hill ; it is known to exist at Draketown, in Lower 
Turkey Foot township. 



256 HHH. REPORT OP progress, platt, 1876. 

The coal rises steadily, but very gently, east and south-east 
from the Scott mine towards the Viaduct anticlinal axis, the 
centre of which is in the neighborhood of Fort Hill station, on 
the Castleman river. Following the bed in that direction it 
is exposed at Brook tunnel on a level with the railroad, which 
is perhaps as much as 100 feet above its level at Scott's. 

Lt was once mined at the mouth of a small ravine, near the 
tunnel, on land now owned by Mr. Hoblitzell^ but the opening 
was afterwards abandoned and fell shut. The bed is reported 
to exist here 4 feet thick, parted by a persistent band of fire- 
clay shale. The high land of the *'Hog Back ridge," separat- 
ing Laurel Hill creek and the Castleman river, rises above the 
mine and shows two evenly-rounded and persistent terraces, 
which clearly mark the presence of the Upper Freeport coal 
and the Rose bed. 

The rock cutting at Brook Tunnel reveals nothing of eco- 
nomic interest. The exposures at the western approach show 
25 feet of black slates overlaid by a thin layer of broken sand- 
stones. These rocks are almost directly below the Lower 
Freeport coal, which should appear at the top of the cut, but 
has been carried away by eroding waters and replaced by clay 
and surface stuff. The rocks are here rising perceptibly to the 
south-east, and at the eastern end of the tunnel, (1,600 feet in 
length,) the black slates have ascended to the top of the cut, 
and are underlaid in this way 

Massive sandstone 15' O*' 

Coal 6 

Impure fire-cla J shale 15 

Railroad grade. 

Interval to Castleman river 115 

Total 145 6 

The Upper Freeport coal bed is also known in the vicinity 
of Ursina, but as at the Rush bank, so it is again at Ursina, too 
small and probably too slaty to be of any practical importance. 
At Ursina, however, it is associated with a small stratum of mod- 
erately pure limestone which comes in almost directly below 
the coal. This is the Freeport limestone, a well known deposit 
throughout the Bituminous coal regions, but one which, curi- 
ously enough, does not seem to prevail either in the Berlin- 
Saliflbury sub-basin or in the Somerset sub-basin; nor is it 
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known at Johnstown, which occupies geologically almost pre- 
cisely the same position as Ursina, and is in the same sub-basin. 
Railroad CiU Coal, — The limestone is seen in a railroad cut 
directly above the Scott mine, 100 feet of measures intervening 
between the two. It is 2 J feet thick, as follows : 

JfSg.97. 
Massiye black slates. 

The slates and shales overlying are perhaps 30 feet thick, and 
carry in them concretionary nodules of carbonate iron ore. The 
nodules are too thinly scattered through the shales to possess 
any practical value. 

The Upper Freeport coal was again identified on the eastern 
bank of Laurel Hill creek, about midway between Scott's mine 
and the mouth of Brown's run. It is high above the water, 
and shows 2J feet thick, the coal resting upon fire-clay shale. 
It goes below the water level just west of Ursina. 

The highest rocks which range along the synclinal of the 
Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin pass out into the air on their 
eastern outcrop at Ursina. These rocks contain little of prac- 
tical importance, the few thin streaks of coal, however, serving 
a valuable purpose as horizons in the measures. These coals can- 
not be satisfactorily identified with the Berlin beds, with the 
single exception of the Rose seam, 100 feet above the Upper 
Freeport bed. As elsewhere stated, this Rose seam does not 
exist at Ursina as a workable bed ; at all events it has not yet 
been proved to be 8uch> But the Ursina section shows a thick 
limestone capping the hill, and this limestone, 480 feet by ba- 
rometrical measurement above the Lower Freeport coal bed, 
falls in place for the Elk Lick Limestone, and has already been 
identified as such in chapter X of this volume. 

The following vertical section (Fig. 98, Page Plate XIV) em- 
bracing 500 feet of measures, shows the Elk Lick lime- 
stone as the top rock of the high land at Ursina. The section 
was constructed by Franklin Piatt in 1871, and is reproduced 
17— HHH. 
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from a geological report of Prof. J. P. Lesley to the Pitts- 
burg Coal and Coke Company. The section reads as follows : 

Vertical Section at Ursina. 
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Total 603' 

The Elk Lick limestone is separated at Ursina into two lay- 
ers. The upper band has never been worked, but the lower stra- 
tum, 10 feet thick, is quite pure, and yields a much superior 
quality of lime to that obtained from any of the deposits in 
the Lower Productive measures as exposed at Ursina. It 
ranges along the top of the high plateau west of Ursina and 
covers the country overlooking Confluence, spreading for a con- 
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siderable distance to the north-east and north-west of the lat- 
ter town, which is situated close to the synclinal axis of the 
basin. 

Notwithstanding its great height above the water at TJrsina, 
it is profitably quarried by the coal company, being lowered to 
the railroad by an incline plane. It is calcined in a fine large 
draw kiln on the outskirts of the town. 

At the company's quarry it shows as a double deposit, with 
an intervening streak of coal, as follows : 



Thin sandstone 

Shale 
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Fire-clay shale 
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Impure fire-clay shale 

Coal smut and black slate. 
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Total :i5' 3" 

A specimen of the lower band was forwarded to Harrisburg 
for analysis, which resulted as follows (D. M'Creath): 

•♦Carbonate of lime 90.803 

Carbonate of magnesia 2 .738 

Carbonate of iron, ( with a little alumina,) I 986 

Sulphur 084 

Phosphorus 048 

Insoluble residue 8 .740 



99.399 

The limestone is exceedingly compact and brittle, with con- 
choidal fracture, minutely crystalline, and showing a few specks 
of iron pyrites. Its color is bluish gray." 

Scarcely a trace of the Johnstown iron ore deposit is found 
at Ursina. And no workable band of ore seems to exist in all 
the 500 feet of rocks above water level in this vicinity. But 
abundance of good iron ore is claimed to have been found on 
the opposite side of the " Hogback ridge," and is elsewhere 
noticed. 

In conclusion, it may be mentioned that a persistent and dis- 
tinct coal bench, overlaid by sandstone, is easily traced along 
the road leading from Ursina to Confluence. This bench de- 
scends to the water level at the latter place, where it is reported 
to contain as much as four feet of coal. This bench is in posi- 
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tion for the Rose bed, which here possibly may appear with 
nearly the same thickness as on Brown's run ; but if its quality 
is the same as at either the Elreiger or Hose mines, it is only of 
value for domestic purposes. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Detailed Description of the Mines and Developments along the 
Ca^stleman River and on Whitens Creek in the Johnstown-Conflu^ 
ence SuA-lxisin. 

At Fort Hill station, close to the central line of the Viaduct 
anticlinal sub-axis, huge boulders of the Pottsville Conglom- 
erate show, not only in the bed of the river, but far up on the 
hillsides. The massive sandrock exposed in the railroad cut 
directly east of the station is a part of Formation XII. 

Fort Hill. 

Fort Hill is a high dome-shaped mound on the left oank of 
the Castleman river; its top is composed of a succession of 
beautifully rounded coal measure terraces, falling steeply but 
regularly towards the shallow ravines which widen into the 
Castleman valley from the south, and insulate the hill from 
the surrounding country. The evenness of these terraces and 
the regularity of their slope afford a striking and beautiful il- 
lustration of the slow erosion of our coal measures, and of the 
formation of *' benches" by alternate layers of hard and soft 
rocks. The top of the mound is a smooth circular flat, embrac- 
ing several acres of ground ; it is composed of the rocks which 
almost directly overlie the Upper Freeport coal, the hill rising 
nearly 500 feet above the Castleman river, and including the 
entire Lower Productive coal group. 

Only the highest coals and limestones of this group have 
been opened up. Bed E, or the Upper Freeport coal, is not 
the only coal bed of workable thickness ; but as it can be mined 
in connection with its underlying limestone, and as this lime- 
stone not only calcines much more easily than that from the 
ferriferous deposit, but also produces a much superior quality 
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of lime, this coal naturally engages attention to the exclusion 
of the other coal beds. 

Leslie Mine. — ^It has only recently been opened by Mr. Les- 
lie, the present owner of the land, and the deposit when seen 
was not wholly exposed. It showed, however, this section : 

IHg.99, 

Black slate and rusty shales. . ■^■■■^■H 10' 0" 

Coal P— ip 1 6 

Fire-clay shale illllllillilllillllliri ^ ^ 

Limestone lluHIIIIIIIII!llnllillfi'd''(l 3 6-4- 



The deposit has upwards of 70 feet of cover, and underlies 
the whole hill. 

Bed D has also been mined on this property, 120 feet, bj 
barometer, below the opening on the highest coal. The bed 
is reported as existing here nearly 4 feet thick, unequally di- 
vided by a band of indurated shale varying from 2 inches to 
6 inches in thickness. The upper bench, it is said, will average 
3 feet of solid coal. Its character could not be ascertained, the 
mouth of the drift having recently caved in. Mr. Leslie re- 
ports thfc ferriferous limestone as having been exposed at one 
time almost directly below the coal mine. 

Between this opening and the river there is an interval of 
300 feet, one-half of which is composed of coal measure rocks. 
These have remained wholly unexplored, the base of Fort Hill 
being wooded land. 

But on the opposite side of the river a section of these meas- 
ures was obtained, on Mr. Augustine's farm, about midway be- 
tween Fort Hill station and Brook tunnel, (Fig. 100, Page 
Plate XV). Only partial openings have been made on the coal 
beds, but sufficient has been seen to establish the presence of 
the entire Lower Productive group, and as much also as 100 
feet of Barren Measure rocks on top. The thickness of the 
coals, as given in the section, rests mainly on the authority of 
Mr. Augustine. An interesting feature is the presence of the 
Rose bed, 9 inches thick, which appears in its usual place, 100 
feet above the Upper Freeport coal. The section is as follows 
(Fig. 100, Page Plate XV): 
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Vertical Section Opposite Fort HiU. 

Hilltop. 

Interval 60' 0" 

Coal, Rose bed 9 

Interral 100 

Coal,bedE 2 

Shale 1 

Xiimestone, Freeport 8 

Interval 116 

Coal, bed D T 

Interval 40 

Benoh. 

Interval , 70 

Benoh, flre-olay. 

Interval , , . , , 66 

Coal thin. 

Interval 16 

Coal,bedA(r) 4 

Interval, heavy sandstone boalders on surface 100 

Coal, Mount Savage (?) 1 

Castleman river level. 

Total 666 9 

The lowest coal of the section is at the water's edge and can- 
not be mined. It is enclosed by walls of massive sandrock, 
the coal being extremely hard and tough. It has been mined 
to a small extent at very low water, and its thickness thereby 
ascertained. This coal clearly belongs in the Conglomerate, 
and may perhaps represent the JMi. Savage coal bed. 

A cliff of massive sandstone, 20 feet high, rises above the 
water at this point, and on continuing up the hill large sand- 
stone boulders cover the slope nearly as far as to the outcrop 
of bed A, which comes in just below the railroad track. 
Among the loose fragments at the river are pieces of a curious 
iron ore pudding stone, similar to that already noted on Lau- 
rel Hill creek, where this same rock was seen in place in the 
interval between coal beds B and D. 

The coal opened by Mr. Augustine^ near Brook tunnel, 100 
feet above the river, is presumably bed A, and therefore cor- 
responds with the seam exposed in the railroad cut at Shoo 
Fly tunnel. The old opening on Mr. Augustine's farm was 
worked quite extensively and with entire satisfaction, until the 
mine was thrown shut by the grading of the railroad. Mr. 
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Augustine asserts that the bed is four feet thick, and further 
claims that an excellent quality of coal was mined. 

The next bed in ascending occurs 70 feet higher, the smut of 
the coal alone showing ; and a thick band of silicious fire clay 
has been exposed by Mr. Augustine. The coal comes in al- 
most directly above the fire clay, being exposed 2 feet thick 
on the railroad a few hundred yards west of the fire-clay open- 
ing. 

Bed D shows one hundred and ten feet still higher. This 
seam has been largely mined by Mr. Augustine, who reports it 
a ''four foot bed,'* parted near the centre by a thin band of shale 
from 2 inches to 6 inches thick. 

Very thorough search has been made for the ferriferous lime- 
stone, but the eftbrts have not been successful. The lime- 
stone appears in its accustomed place beneath the coal at Ur- 
sina, and is moreover reported to have been found by Mr. Les- 
lie on the opposite side of the river. It is therefore ex- 
tremely unlikely that it is absent from the Augustine farm, es- 
pecially as it seems to have been discovered by Mr. Secliler on 
the adjoining property to the east. 

An interval of 100 feet intervenes between bed D and the 
Upper Freeport coal, the Middle Freeport bed having never 
been exposed on these hill slopes. It may possibly come in at 
its regular horizon 40 feet above bed D, and have escaped de- 
tection, inasmuch as the hills have never been systematically 
developed. 

Bed ^ shows, as on Fort Hill, 18 inches thick. The lime- 
stone has not yet been found by Mr. Augustine. In the Fort 
Hill section the coal was seen to rest almost directly Uf»on the 
limestone; this is clearly not the case on the Augustine farm, 
but it is hardly probable that the limestone has disappeared to- 
tally, as is popularly supposed, and it will doubtless be found 
beneath the thick band of fire clay which here, as is usually 
the case, intervenes between the coal and limestone. 

77ie Rose bed makes a distinct bench on the hillside about 100 

feet above bed E. It has been thoroughly investigated by Mr. 

Augustine, and found to run only 9 inches thick, but on Mr. 

Wm, Snyder's land, a short distance east of the Augustine farm, 

the same bed is reported as showing two feet thick. Mr 
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Snyder has also opened both the Lower and Upper Freeport 
coals, the beds showing their characteristic features. Lime- 
stone is quarried from beneath the Upper Freeport coal. 

At Brook Tunnel the river by a short turn sweeps south- 
ward, and the railroad, which has followed the Castleman from 
Meyersdale, here takes leave of it, passing under the " Ilogback 
ridge'' on to the waters of Laurel Hill creek, which it then fol- 
lows to the Turkey Foot. 

The measures exposed in the cut at the eastern end of Brook 
Tunnel have been already given with the detailed description 
of Laurel Hill creek. 

Between Brook Tunnel and Harnedsville, to the south-west, 
the country is almost wholly undeveloped. Not only the 
whole Lower Productive group of rocks, but a considerable 
amount also of " Barren Measures," are in the hills through- 
out the entire distance, but no openings have yet been made 
in them. Iron ore is reported as occurring on Cucumber or 
Bear run, which joins the Castleman about midway between 
the tunnel and Harnedsville. The ore is found in the Lower 
Productive rocks, and when opened up some years ago was 
measured by Franklin Piatt, at that time on a professional 
visit to this region. The ore was fully one foot thick, and mer- 
ited further investigation. 

Harnedsville. 

At Harnedsville three coal beds of the Lower Productive series 
have been opened on the left bank of the river, the developments 
being almost wholly confined to the lands of Mr. Jno. Hanna. 
A short distance south of Harnedsville the same coals are found 
in the hills skirting White's creek, and are described further 
on. 

The Harnedsville section (Fig. 101, Page Plate XV) shows, 
though only imperfectly, the principal contents of the hills 
in that vicinity. It includes the Elk Lick limestone, 480 feet 
above the Lower Freeport coal, Harnedsville being close to the 
synclinal and surrounded by high hills. In detail the section 
is as follows: 
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Vertical Section at HamedsmUe. 

Limestone, (Elk Lick,) IC 0" 

Interval 265 

Black slate crop, Rose bed. 

Interval 112 

Ck)aI,bedE 2 

Fire clay shale 1 

Limestone 2 

Interval 106 

Coal ) ) 2 6 

Shale SbedD \ 10 

Coal ) ) 1 2 

Fireclay 2 

Limestone 6 

Interval 15 

Limestone 1 6 

Interval 58 

Sandstone 8 • 

Coal, bed B? 2 

Castleman river. 

Total 684 2 

Near the Harnedsville Bridge a ledge of thin bedded sand- 
stone, 10 feet in lieight, shows in the bank at the bend of the 
river. Underneath this sandstone a coal bed three feet thick 
is claimed to outcrop, and it is further asserted that the bed 
yields an excellent quality of coal, much preferred to that from 
any of the other beds thus far opened. Its close proximity to 
the water will prevent it from being mined by drift, but small 
quantities have been extracted at low water during the summer. 
This outcrop probably represents bed B, of the Lower Pro- 
ductive series. 

Hanna Mine. — The coal chiefly mined by Mr. Uanna occurs 
100 feet higher in the hill, and clearly represents bed J). The 
ferriferous limestone has never been exposed by Mr. Hanna, 
but is quite extensively developed on the adjoining farm of Mr. 
M'Clintock, to the south. Tlie measurement of the bed, as ob- 
tained at this latter place, will be found beyond. (See Fig. 102). 

The mine on Mr. Hanna's property is now shut, and it is not 
known whether the whole of the bed was worked, or merely 
the upper bench. Three feet of coal resting upon fire-clay 
shale are claimed to have been exposed, which would rather in- 
dicate the presence of an additional bench below the floor of 
the mine, judging from the usual condition of bed D in this 
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region. A specimen of the coal was analysed by Prof. P. Fra* 
zer, Jr., a few years ago, with the following results : 

«* Water .041 

Volatile oombuBtibie matter 25.24 

Fixed carbon 61 . 14 

Salpbar traoe. 

Ash 13.21 

100.00 

Ash, yellow gray, with black slag like beads, colored with 
metallic oxides." 

Bed E. — One hundred feet above the latter mine the Upper 
Freeport coal, or bed E, was opened in a shallow ravine, two 
feet of coal having been exposed, underlaid at a short interval 
by two feet of good limestone. One hundred and ten feet still 
higher the bench of the Rose bed is plainly marked near the 
top of Hanna's hill. 

The slow and steady incline of the rocks north-westward from 
Hamedsville, buries the measures, (with the exception, perhaps, 
of the Rose coal,) beneath the bed of the river before the syn- 
clinal or central line of the basin is reached in the neighbor- 
hood of the Turkey Foot. 

White's Creek. 

The headwaters of White's creek, a tributary of the Castle- 
man, are on top of Ne^ro Mountain, near the southern limits 
of Somerset county. It descends rapidly westward through a 
deep and beautiful gap of the Winding Kidge (the Viaduct an- 
ticlinal sub-axis), and at Listonville turns sharply northward to 
join the river at Harnedsville. 

The valley of the creek is a narrow gorge through an un- 
broken succession of high hills. The bed of the stream for a 
long distance is far below the coal bearing rocks, the measures 
of Formation XI, (Mauch Chunk red shale,) being exposed at 
Waas' saw mill, near the centre of the Viaduct anticlinal. 

The coals first approach the water in the vicinity of Liston- 
ville, bed B going under water level at the western extremity 
of the village, but the creek keeps close to the base of the 
Lower Productive group all the way to its mouth. 

Starting at the mouth of the creek, with the coal beds al- 
ready described in connection with the developments on the 
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Hanna property at Harnedsville, we find the Lower Freeport 
bed worked on the adjoining farm of Mr. M'Clintock. 

3rClintock Mine. — Both coal and limestone are mined in 
considerable quantities, the limestone, though ferriferous, be- 
ing nevertheless adaptable for agricultural purposes. A com- 
plete section of the deposit was obtained as follows : 

Fig. int. 
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Analyses were made by Prof. P. Frazer, Jr., of specimens 
from both the upper and lower benches of this bed as here ex- 
posed. The upper bench yields an unusually pure coal, the 
sulphur and ash forming together only 8J per cent of the 
whole ; the lower bench, on the other hand, is both slaty and 
pyritous. 

The analyses are as follows : 

I. Upper Bench. li. Lower Beacb. 

«*Water 0.35 0.30 

Volatile matter 22.26 19.64 

Fixedoarbon 73.08 66.74 

Sul phur .81 6 .28 

Ash 2.71 7.34 

I. Ash, light yellow graj% arenaceous. 

II. Ash, blue gray, firm, pulverulent, gritty ; iron abundant 
in ash." 

An interesting feature of these analyses is the difference in 
the amount of hydro-carbon gases in the two benches, the 
lower bench having nearly 3 per cent less volatile matter than 
the coal above the fire-clay parting. 

An unusually large interval apparently here intervenes be- 
tween the upper and lower benches of the coal bed. The two 
benches were not seen at the same place, and the fire-clay in- 
terval could not be measured exactly. 

The coal in the upper bench is soft and much intermixed, 
but serves very well for calcining the limestone, which i^ 
burned roughly in open air heaps at the quarry. 
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At the mouth of the mine a lenticular mass of carbonate iron 
ore was seen in the roof slates ; it almost directly overlies the 
coal. 

At an interval of 100 feet above the mine, the Upper Free- 
port coal outcrops, its underlying limestone being also fairly ex- 
posed. 

The coal shows 2 feet thick, as on Mr. Hanna's land to the 
north ; the limestone comes in just below and measures 8 feet 
thick. 

Still higher up on the hill, a rich black slate crop shows at 
the foot of a distinct bench which caps the hill. This is doubt- 
less the representative of the Rose bed. 

These coals and limestones dip westward across the creek, 
and are found at lower levels on Mr, Walker*s property. The 
upper bench of bed D is here worked, yielding 3' 6" of good 
co^l. The roof slates are firm and compact. 

A hand of limestone shows in the bed of a small run 25 feet 
below the mine. As much as 2 feet of the stone have been 
exposed. This is an unusual horizon for limestone, and the 
stratum may possibly belong to the ferriferous deposit, an 
increased interval perhaps separating the coal from the lime- 
stone, as at M'Ciintock's. But at M'Clintock's the interval be- 
tween the two benches of the coal does not certainly exceed 10 
feet, if it is as much as that, and it is therefore believed that 
the small band seen on Mr. Walker's farm is separate from the 
ferriferous limestone, and it is so represented in the Harneds- 
ville section. A limestone band occupying a similar position 
in the measures is reported to occur at Castleman villajge, in 
the Somerset sub-basin. 

Near Mr. CunningharrCa house^ about one mile above Har- 
nedsville, a small seam of hard, firm coal, one foot thick, over- 
laid by 8 feet of tough black slate, has been exposed near the 
creek level. The black slates hold two persistent plates of car- 
bonate iron ore, aggregating about 2J inches of good ore. Di- 
rectly above the slates is a cliff of massive sandstone, nearly 30 
feet high. The small coal was estimated to underlie bed D by 
about 75 feet, and is possibly the representative of bed C. 
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Listonville. 

Ascending the stream the next developments of importance 
are at Listonville, where beds A, B and D have been exposed 
by the Messrs. Liston. 

Bed D outcrops near the top of the hill, and was only par- 
tially opened, the drift being now closed. The thickness of the 
coal is given as 5 feet, parted unevenly by a persistent band of 
shale, one foot thick. Just below the coal the feniferous lime- 
stone has been opened. 

Bed B is the coal which chiefly engages attention at Liston- 
ville. It is about 100 feet below bed D, and is a large seam, 
composed of bright shining coal, which presents a hand- 
some appearance in the mine, but on closer inspection, re- 
veals, like the Rose bed, a large amount of iron pyrites and 
slate. A specimen of the coal shipped to Harrisburg for an- 
alysis gave the following results, which require no further com- 
ment (A. S. M'Creath): 

«* Water .910 

VolatUe matter 21.9eo 

Fixed carbon 64 .697 

Sulphur 2.298 

Ash 10.236 

100.000 

The coal is bright, tender, and seamed with slate and iron 
pyrites." 

The coal is mined by the Messrs. Liston 80 feet above the 
creek. The steep high hillside over the mine aflfords excelleni 
cover, and the roof slates being tough and hard, the coal comes 
out firm and dry. The mine supplies almost the entire neigh- 
borhood with coal. The bed is in one compact bench, as shown 
by the following section : 

IHg. lOS. 
Black slate. 

Coal ^^^^^M 4 2" 




Fire-clay. 

The mine is driven north-east and is obliged to maintain this 
course, the steep dip to the north-west preventing it from be- 
ing worked in the direction of the rise. At one place in the 
main gangway the force of the dip was measured and found to 
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amount to as much as 8°. This is due to a close proximity of 
the Viaduct anticlinal, which crosses White's creek about IJ 
miles south-east of Listonville. 

Bed B is also mined at the place where it goes under the 
creek, near the western end of the village. Its dimensions at 
this place are the same as in Liston's mine, but thin-bedded 
sandstone has taken the place of the black slates seen at Lis- 
ton's, and rests directly upon the coal. The same bed is again 
seen in the western bank of a small run, one-fourth of a mile 
south of Listonville. It is there some 60 feet above water 
level, and a small subjacent coal seam, 18" thick, underlaid by 
a baud of fire-clay, is exposed just above the run. This is 
probably the outcrop of bed A. 

The tire-clay stratum is 6 feet thick, and carries balls of car- 
bonate iron ore. A few feet above the coal a ledge of massive 
sandstone appears in the bank of the run. 

Listonville Iron Ore, — The most important mineral feature 
of the Listonville region is the important iron ore stratum, re- 
cently discovered about one-quarter of a mile east of the vil- 
lage. The full thickness of the deposit has not been exposed, 
a portion of the ore still remaining concealed beneath the water. 
But as far as the experimental stripping was carried, the ore 
continued as persistent bands enclosed in a mass of soft fire- 
clay shale, which would aftbrd cheap and easy mining. 

The ore mass is divided into two layers of unequal thick- 
ness, as shown by the following section : 

Fig, 104. 

Surface soil. 

FerruKinouB shales. . ii^mai j. puj \i TO' 

Ore...? wgama ij i o 

Ferruginous shales, jfaSgg ggjaj 

with ore nodules... KHBHBSffl 1 6 

Ore FBn-nmnT^M* ^ 3 _l_ 

The ore is silicious, as is shown by the large amount of insolu- 
ble residue in the analysis. It contains, however, a small 
amount of lime, but not enough to flux it ; is smooth and of a 
dark color. It passes at once under water level in going 
west from the present opening, and is not again seen above 
the waters of White's creek, but rises steadily and rapidly 
towards the Viaduct anticlinal axis, and is doubtless near the 
top of the hill at Waas' saw mill. 
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Mr. D. M'Creath's analysis of the ore is as follows : 

«*Iron 22.700 

Sulphur 120 

Phosphorus 09S 

Insoluble residue 41 .010 

Carbonate ore, Lard, compact, bluish gray." 

This ore is in Formation XII, and is perhaps underneath 
the Piedmont Sandstone. 

Limestone of XL — Ascending the creek still higher, the nar- 
row gap of Winding Rideje (Viaduct axis) is soon entered, 
and red shales (XI) make their appearance above water 
level. At Waas' saw mill the silicious limestone, near the 
base of Formation XI, is seen high above the water, and 
on MCartney^s land^ near the mill, this limestone has been 
extensively quarried for a number of years, having been 
largely used in making the National Pike, which enters the 
State a few miles south of the saw mill. That portion of the 
limestone deposit known as the " fossiliferous band "is quite 
pure, calcining very easily and yielding a fine white lime, much 
sought after for plastering purposes. The limestone band, 
averaging about 5 feet thick, is streaked with numerous seams 
of calcite which add largely to its purity. It is overlaid by 
several feet of reddish silicious limestone. The same deposit 
has also been exposed on Mr, Waas^ land to the west, being 
there about 100 feet above the creek, but descending rapidl}' 
north-westward, it disappears under the water about one half 
mile below the saw mill. 

Chubb Run. 

Returning again to Listonville, and passing southward over 
the high land and across the National Road, the tops of the 
hills are wholly made up of Barren Measure rocks. But con- 
tinuing still further southward into a small ravine drained by 
Chubb run, which flows rapidly down into Maryland, the coals 
of the Lower Productive group are found on Mr. Bird's fanHj 
close to the Maryland line. 

From the developments made on this property it is difficult 
to say which of the beds have been exposed, but it is probable 
that both B and D are represented. 

The property is close to the Winding Ridge, and the beds 
descending rapidly from the air on a north-west dip, strike 
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into a line of low hills which skirt the eastern bank of Chubb 
run. The coals are almost without cover on the eastern bank, 
and an attempt was made by Mr. Bird to mine the Lower Free- 
port coal (?) on the opposite side of the run ; but the steady 
dip interfere with the mining operations, and the coal could 
not be followed for any distance under the hill. 

Bird Mine. — Only the outcrop of the bed was seen, and this 
shows an unusually thick pariing of soft fire- clay, which main- 
tains throughout an average thickness of 6 feet, the bed show- 
ing in this way : 

rig. 105. 
Slate. 
Coal |^__^_i ^^ ^^^ 



Fire-clay shale. 



Cotil, 




5 



1 



Slate.. f I r 

With this thick parting of slate intervening between the 
benches of coal, the bed is almost worthless, and could not be 
profitably mined even for local use. 

The outcrop of an 18 inch seam of coal was discovered just 
above water level near Mr. Bird's house. This same bed is re- 
ported to have been dug through on the opposite side of the 
run, and to have measured 4 feet thick. This may include, 
however, a considerable amount of slate. It was estimated 
to underlie the double bed opened by Mr. Bird by as much as 
75 feet 

A 20 inch coal seam was further found by Mr. Bird about 
100 feet above the mine, and a still higher coal bench was noted 
near the top of the hill. This section would indicate the 
presence of all the coals from bed B to the Rose bed, but these 
identifications cannot be accepted as absolute. 

The town of Petersburg is situated on the top of the high 
Barren. Measure plateau, which extends westward as far as the 
valley of the Youghiogheny, described in Chapter XVI 

The gradual change in the structure of coal bed D is very 
noteworthy. Throughout Cambria county, and all through 
the northern part of the Somerset county, the coal is invariably 
18— HHir. 
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in one solid bench, about 2| to 3 feet thick, and without any 
parting. 

On going southward through Somerset county, a small but 
regular parting is found in bed D, and the coal id always in 
two benches. These benches, as well as the parting, gradually 
increase in size, until, along the Castleman river, the bed 
measures in all 6 to 7 feet thick, and with a parting ranging in 
size from 12 to 24 inches. And finally, at the Bird mine (Fig. 
105) the parting has grown to a thickness of 5 feet, at the ex- 
pense of the coal benches, and the bed has become practically 
worthless. 

The ferriferous limestone underlying the coal has not parti- 
cipated in any of the changes, but remains comparatively regular 
in size and character, and the chief key-rock to the geological 
horizon. 
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CHAPTER XVT. 

Containing a Description of the Youghioffheny Gap of Laurel 
Hill^ and also of the Mines and Developments in the Youghiogheny 
Valley as far South as Smitfifield, 

The Youghiogheny river makes the south-western boundary 
of Somerset county. Coming into Pennsylvania from the south, 
it flows a tortuous course as far as Confluence, winding slug- 
gishly in broad and graceful curves around the horizontal rocks 
at the synclinal axis of the Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin. 
At the Turkey Foot it is joined by the Castleman coming in 
from the east, and Laurel Hill creek descending from the 
north, (the form of junction suggesting the Indian name long 
ago given to the confluence of these three large streams,) and 
thus reinforced, it starts directly across the measures, cutting 
through them as they rise in obedience to the First Grand 
Anticlinal axis, and leaves the county finally in the deep gap 
of Laurel Hill mountain. 

Excepting in the region between this gap and Confluence — a 
small town at the Turkey Foot — the Youghiogheny Valley 
possesses little of economic importance. In the interval just 
indicated it flows in the Lower Productive Coal rocks, getting 
below them at the point where it enters the gap, and bringing 
the Piedmont sandstone to daylight. 

Passing south of Confluence, the stream remains enclosed by 
lofty hills, from 300 to 400 feet in height, but the hills are al- 
most wholly composed of Lower Barren measure rooks and 
seem to contain little of interest excepting the Mk Lick lime- 
stonCj which for a considerable distance crowns their tops. The 
hills skirting the river are gashed here and there by small 
mountain streams descending from the east and west, forming 
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shallow ravines, which stretch far away to the mountain top. 
Portions of the deep narrow valley have been cleared of tim- 
ber and are under cultivation, while other portions remain yet 
in a state of wilderness, the alternations in the wild scenery 
being of a pleasing character, and the effect often materially 
heightened by the graceful sweeps of the river. 

The Youghiogheny gapoi Laurel Hill is a deep gorge through 
the broad massive mountain, with sides rising from 800 to 
1,000 feet above the water. The mountain is crowned by the 
Pottsville, or Serai, Conglomerate, and at the centre of the an- 
ticlinal arch the river flows at the base of Formation X. En- 
tering the gap from the east, the Piedmont sandstone at the 
base of the Lower Productive coal measures rises above the 
water, and is soon succeeded by the balance of the heavy 
congloraeritic sandrock composing Formation XIL The sharp 
north-west rise rapidly elevates these rocks, and at the 82d 
mile post on the railroad the red shales of Formation XI make 
their appearance in the side cutting. 

Limestone of XL — Contitiuing still deeper into the gap, the 
base of XI is reached at the Slst mile post, at which point the 
silicious limestone deposit belonging to this Formation out- 
crops in a bold cliff, and is largely quarried by Mr. Imac Hxl- 
gus^ of Somerset. The fossiliferous portion of this deposit, as 
has been stated on a preceding page, produces an excellent 
lime, adaptable either for fertilizing or for plastering purposes, 
but the silicious bands, which form by far the greater part- of 
the deposit, yield a sandy lime of little value. These bands 
have, however, been quite extensively worked and shipped to 
Pittsburg, to be used there in paving. 

A species of marble^ of a brownish hue and streaked with 
quartz, is here intercalated in the rocks near the base of For- 
mation XI. This marble polishes handsomely, and would 
adapt itself quite well for purposes of ornamentation, but it 
yet remains to be shown that the rock exists here in quantities 
which would justify an attempt at its further development. 
Thus far it seems to have been found only in thin streaks.* 

*Thin bands of a similar marble occur at the same geological borison, at 
Keystone Junction, near the summit of the Allegheny Mountain, east of 
Meyersdale. It was there uncovered with a view of developing it. but the 
results obtained were noi encouraging. On the eastern slope of the Alie- 
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Brief mention may here also be made of the granite sup- 
posed by some persons to exist in the heart of this mountain 
mass. All efforts to find this granite are to be discouraged, for 
it may be stated with great positiveness that no such thing ex- 
ists at this place, nor anywhere above water level in our Bitu- 
minous Coal Regions. Hand specimens of a true granite 
were produced, but these emanated from some other locality. 

At Mr. Hugus' quarry (Marble Hill) the rocks are still ris- 
ing north-westward, and the centre of the anticlinal is some 
distance further down the river. 

The coals sweep over the anticlinal in one broad symmetrical 
arch, the top of which has been planed off in the lapse of time, 
and a large portion of the arch is now described in the air. 
The coals, however, stretch far up on the mountain flank and 
reach nearly to the crest. This is shown at Draketown, on 
Draketown run, a small stream descending southwards along 
the base of the mountain, and emptying its waters finally into 
the Youghiogheny river. 

Draketown. 

In the vicinity of Draketown the Freeport group is above 
water level, the lowest member of the group, bed D, being 
mined on a number of farms, and forming the principal bed of 
this section of country. 

Tannehill Mine, — On Tannehill's property, at the southern 
outskirts of the village, the coal has been opened and shows as 
follows : 

Slate and shale 5' 0' 

Black slate, toagh 1 

Coal 1 Sx 

Slateparting U 2(2 & 

Coal 8) 

SUte r 

Coal r 

Impure ferriferous limestone has been taken out from below 
the lower coal, but the opening having partially caved in, all 
of the deposit could not be seen- The limestone was roughly 
calcined and slaked unsatisfactorily. 

gheny Mountain, one mile south of the Clay Pike, a band of **red uiarble 
10 feet thick " is said to outcrop. This likewise occurs at the base of For- 
ination XI, but vrhether it is identical with that found at Keystone Juuo- 
tk>n, and in the Youghiogheny gap of Laurel Hill, remains yet to be deter- 
mined. 
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The co{*l also shows at a disadvantage, appearing both slaty 
and pyritous. It serves, however, quite well for domestic pur- 
poses, and as such fuel it is largely consumed, but is represented 
as unfit for the blacksmith's forge. At Mr. Tannehills mine 
the bed dips at an angle of 3° to the south-east. 

The hillside above the mine shows the Middle and Upper 
Freepori coeds in their regular positions. The first occurs at a 
distance of about 50 feet above the mine ; it is said to be un 
derlaid by limestone, but has never been thoroughly investi- 
gated. The Upper Freeport bed comes in about 100 feet above 
bed D, and is marked by a persistent bench. 

An exposure of a small coal seam, believed to underlie bed 
D, was seen on Mr. 7). CroaaerCs land, three-fourths of a mile 
west-south west of the Tannehill mine. The exposure occurs 
m the bank of Draketown run, the coal being small and unim- 
portant ; it appears as a double bed, resembling D somewhat, 
and may perhaps belong to the Lower Freeport, or bed D, 
though this seems improbable. The section is as follows: 

Thin sandstone 5' 0" 

Shale 1 

Sandstone 1 6 

Black slate 8 

Coal 

Slate 

Coal 

Still lower coals outcrop in descending the mountain flank 
from Draketown, and openings have been made on these beds 
at various points along the western slope of Laurel Hill, small 
streams cutting into the measures and giving access to the coals. 

Going east from Draketown the country between Draketown 
run and Laurel Hill creek is high rolling upland, the top of 
which is covered with Barren Measure rocks. The sj nclinal 
axis of the basin runs through a portion of this high land, and 
along the synclinal the Elk Lick limestone comes in to crown 
the plateau. This furnishes an abundance of excellent fer- 
tilizing material, a fact also made manifest by the condition of 
the farms along this rolling land. But the rocks are well nigh 
devoid of workable coal beds, although small seams have been 
found, which on some farms have been opened and are mined. 
No systematic development of these hills has yet been made ; 
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but sufficient has been done to establish the fact that the coals 
and limestones are at similar horizons to those at Berlin ; and 
more complete openings will, it is believed, ultimately show 
that the sections are alike in all their main features. 

The highest rocks are seen in the neighborhood of Mr. Jehu 
Rush's house, two miles north of the Turkey Foot. The de- 
velopments on Mr. Rush's farm are by far the most complete 
in all this region, and the following section was there obtained: 

Vertical Htction at the Bush Farm. 

Hill top. 

Goal, mined by Mr. Riiah, Elk Lick (r). 

Slate 

Limestone clay 

Slate and ooal smut 

Shale , 

Limestone ^ 

Shale, > Elk Lick Limestone. 

Limestone ) 

Interval 

Limestone, impure 

Black slate 

Interval 

Limestone (reported). 

Interval 65 

CJoal 

Interval 80 

Thin bedded sandstone 

Creek. 

Total 183 7 

The entire thickness of the limestone deposit on the hill 
top is stated by Mr. Rush to be over 10 feet. The rock is of a 
grayish color, moderately pure and yields a good lime. 

The overlying coal bed, identified as the Elk Lick coal bed, 
about 200 feet below the great Pittsburg bed, is opened about 
1,000 feet east of the quarry, and by barometer, 35 feet lower 
in elevation than the limestone, the difference being due to the 
eastern dip of the rocks. The mine is run in on a course of 
N. 30° W., and rises slowly ; a room has been driven off nearly 
north, and rises also. The bed is small, and is half composed 
of slaty, bony coal, as shown by the following section (Fig. 106): 

JFig. 106. 
Flre-olay shale, crumbly.. ^____^^^_j 
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Blmok slate. ^^^^^^^^ 
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The mine is provided with very little cover, and the roof 
being soft and crumbly, the coal is rusty and poor. The lower 
bench carries fully 25 per cent of slate ; mixed with the coal 
from the upper bench it serves very well for calcining lime- 
stone, for which purpose it is chiefly employed. 

A vertical section, similar to that obtained on the Bush farm, 
was constructed on Mr., George Krieger's land, a short distance 
north of the Jersey Church. Here the Elk Lick Limestone 
was also found on the hilltops, and has been opened by Mr. 
Kreiger, though only imperfectly. It is reported to measure 
10 feet thick. An 18 inch seam of coal was once worked 
on this farm 150 (?) feet below the limestone. This bed cor- 
responds in geological position with the lowest coal of the 
Rush section. 

The country falls away somewhat in going north from Afr. 
Kreiger's house, and as the rocks rise in that direction, lower 
measures soon come in and replace those at Krieger's. The 
highest limestone does not extend much beyond Mr. Krieger's 
house, and on Mr. Nickelson's farm, 1 J miles north-east of 
Draketown, a small bed of coal is worked near the base of the 
Barren Measures. The Mahoning sandstone undoubtedly out- 
crops at the school-house, one-half mile south-west of Mr. 
Nickelson's house, and the coal worked is closely associated 
with this sandrock deposit. 

Nicfcelson Mine. — Possibly the coal is the representative here 
of the Rose bed ; but if so, the bed has become much reduced 
from its thickness on Brown run. 

In the Nichelson mine it shows : 

Roof sandstone. 

Coal V 6") 

Slate 1 > 2' 6'' 

Coal 10 ) 

Hard fire-olay slate. 

The coal is moderately good and burns freely. 

These rocks extend north-eastward across Sandy run, which 
cuts deep into the measures, exposing the lowest coals. 

From Rush's farm the country sweeps south-west with little 
or no change in the general elevation, the Elk Lick limestone 
being traced along the hilltops and across the river into Addi- 
son township. Very little coal, however, is found along the 
plateau. 
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On YoungkirCs farm, 1 J miles west of the Turkey Foot, a 
small coal seam 30 inches thick was once mined. The mine is 
now completely shut, but the coal is described as existing with- 
out persistent slate partings, and is otherwise moderately free 
from the usual impurities. The bed clearly belongs in the 
Lower Productive Coal Measures, but the opening is too isola- 
ted to permit of any satisfactory identification. The hillside, 
on which the mine was opened, is 300 feet high, and is indented 
with a succession of evenly rounded benches, all of which, 
however, remain unexplored. It is probable that the bed is 
near the top of the Lower Productive group. 

The Conglomerate of XII appears in the bed of the You- 
ghiogheny river just below the mouth of Draketown run. Be* 
tween this point and the Turkey Foot all the Lower Productive 
coals rise successively above water level and occupy positions on 
the slopes. The hills have never been sufficiently investiga- 
ted to allow of a measurement of the beds at this place. 
The coals are plainly marked on the hillsides by persistent 
benches, which cross the little ravines and pass from slope to 
slope, ascending gradually as they approach the mountain. 

Turkey Foot {Confluence). 

The geology at the Turkey Foot has already been broadly 
indicated, but it may again be stated that the Upper Freeport 
coal bed is below water level at this place, and that the con- 
fluence of the three streams occurs in the Lower Barren Meas- 
ures. The Bose bed perhaps touches water level on reaching 
the town of Confluence, and possibly goes below the river be- 
fore starting its ascent of Laurel Hill. High land overlooks 
Confluence from almost every side, and the great lack of coal 
that has always prevailed in the immediate vicinity of the 
town, has led to a partial development of the hills, the results 
being of a rather discouraging nature, the Barren Measure 
coals being thin and worthless. The following section, (Fig. 
107, Pafi:e Plate XVI,) constructed by Mr. Charles A. Young, 
shows the contents of the hills at Confluence so far as at present 
known. The intervals between the coals do not entirely cor- 
respond with those of the Berlin section, but they agree closely 
enough to permit of an identification of the beds, as follows 
(Fig. 107): 
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Ck>al, Elk Llok bed. 

Interval 20 0" 

Limestone, Elk Lick ? 6 + 

Concea led measures. 67 

Olive and black slate 8 

Goal, Berlin bed 1 10 

Concealed measures. 10 

Sandstone 20 U 

Blttokslate 10 

Coal, Piatt bedr 1 6 

Concealed measures «. 06 

Black slate 20 

Coal, Price bedr 1 8 

Concealed measures and olive shales 110 

Coal, Pbilson or Rose bed T 8 

Interval '. 16 

Water level. 

Total .^ 380' 0" 

Passing south from Confluence, and ascending the Yougtiio- 
gheny, little change is noted in the hills for a considerable dis- 
tance. A rich crop of coal, showing in the road about two 
miles from Confluence, was thought to belong to the Hose bed. 

Bohlen Mine, — Ascending the stream to a point within about 
three miles of Smithfield, the Freeport group is found j^bove 
water level on Mr. John JJohlen's farm. Bed D was here 
opened and mined just above the river, which at high water 
seems to bave interfered with the work, and the mine was 
abandoned. The following measurement was reported : 

Black slate roof. 

Coal V 6" > 

Slate 2 S2' 7" 

Coal 1 > 

Fire clay. 

The Freeport sandstone here shows in the bank just above the 
mine, extending for 30 feet above the water, its outorop being 
marked by a laurel thicket. 

Bed E^ or the Upper Freeport coal, makes its apjiearance at 
Mr. J. Bohlen 's house, and measures, according to Mr. Bohlen, 3 
feet thick, half of which is composed of good coal, and half of 
slaty, bony coal. 

Tne Mahoning sandstone shows on the hill just above the coal. 
The outcrop of this sandrook covers the hill with huge bewil- 
ders. The deposit is easily followed along the slopes ; it is 
often conglomerltic, and outcrops in high, steep clifts. 

The hill rises several hundred feet higher, and includes ne^^i 
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its top the Elk Lick limestone ^ which by barometrical measure- 
ment is here about 500 feet above bed D. This interval corres- 
ponds very closely with that obtained at Ursina, It is quar- 
ried on 3Ir. Klein* s landj 8 feet of limestone having been ex- 
posed, overlaid at a short interval by about one foot of coal 
»mut. The limestone is of a bluish ciast, hard, compact, semi- 
crystalline, fossiliferous and has a slightly conchoidal fracture. 
The same limestone also appears on the opposite side of the 

river. 

Smithfield, 

At Smithfieldy 3 miles north of the Maryland line, bed D an<} 
its ferriferovs limestone are above water level on the Fayette 
county side of the river, and the coal is mined at several points 
in the vicinity of the last named town* The sharp south-east 
dip which prevails buries it at once under the river, and it 
caonot be mined by drift above water level at Smithfield on 
the Somerset county side of the Youghiogheny. A heavy 
massive sandstone, 20 feet high, rests almost directly over the 
coal, outcropping usually in vertical cliffs. This sandstone is 
easily recognized, and ranging with considerable pei^sistency 
over large areas, furnishes a valuable and trustworthy guide to 
the whereabouts of coal bed D. It can be traced for several 
miles along the Youghiogheny river, keeping close to the wa- 
ter. M the western end of Smithfield its outcrop is plainly 
marked by a steep bluff at the abutment of the bridge. 

Lenhart Mine. — Coal D is mined on Mrs. Lenhart's land in 

Fayette county. The bed is small and slaty, but of sufficient 

thickness to mine for domestic consumption, for which purpose 

it is largely used. A thick band of fire clay slate runs through 

the centre of the bed. The coal is moreover much reduced in 

thickness at Smithfield, as compared with its dimensions in the 

Castleman valley. Drifts have been opened on both sides of 

the National road, near Mrs. Lenhart's house, the bed showing 

as follows (Fig. 108) : 

SUte. ^ig^ 108. 

Coal . 1'0'M 

Slate ■■i^H n 

Coal ^^^^^S 2{ 

Parting. . I ti\ }i' V 

Coal ^^^^HHH thin. 

Parting, lire clay slato ^HHI^HMI 1 2 

Coal, hard 17 

Impure fire dny. 
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Search has never been made on this property for the ferrifer- 
ous limestone, but the deposit is handsomely exposed on Mr. H. 
Heinbach's farm, one mile to the north. It was here opened 
a few feet above a small run, the limestone deposit showing 
about 4 feet of stone in two layers, a third layer, 2 feet thick, 
remaining uncovered. The stone is of a dark color, hard, com- 
pact and ferriferous, and requires hard burning to drive off the 
carbonic acid. 

From 65 to 70 feet above the quarry coal bed ZK was opened 
up 18" thick ; the bed shows well, being composed of bright 
shining coal, overlaid by 5 feet of tough black slate. Still 
higher on the same hill, which rises several hundred feet above 
the river, an outcrop of coal and black slates was observed. 
The coal was once partially opened and is reported to have 
been found to be two feet thick. 

Above this the Mahoning sandstone shows in great abund- 
ance, covering the slope with blocks and boulders of sandstone. 
As already stated the same rock is observable for a considera- 
ble distance down the river ; it is owing to the outcrop of this 
sandrock and similar formations higher in the Lower Barren 
Measures that a large part of the Youghiogheny valley still re- 
mains in an uncultivated state. 



PART IV. 



COMPARATIVE GEOLOGY 

OF THB 

FIRST BITUMINOUS COAL BASIN OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IS CENTRE, CLEARFIELD, CAMBRIA AND SOMERSET, 
WITU THE ALLEGHENY RIVER COUNTRY. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

A discussion of the principal vertical sectiojiSy obtained in the 
Find Basin to determine the actual number and order of coalj 
limestone and iron ore beds v^hich make up the series. 

The surveys of 1874, 1875 and 1876, extending aiong the 
Allegheny Mountain from West Branch of the Susquehanna 
river to the Maryland State line, have resulted in establishing 
with a virtual completeness the following as the real number 
and order of coal beds, limeatonebeds, and dominant sandstone 
beds in that thickness of coal measures which has been spared 
in the general erosion of the country lying immediately west 
of the Allegheny Mountain. 

In other words, the following list of 39 rocks may bo safely 
accepted as embracing all the well marked^ persistent and wide 
spread beds of coal, limestone, ore and sandstone in the First Bitu- 
minaiis Coal Basin, as opposed to local and variable deposits. 

The intervals of clay, shale, shaly sandstone, sandy shale, 
ferruginous shale, ferruginous sandstone, " bastard limestone,^' 

[285 IIHH.] 
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carbonaceous shale, black slate, are therefore not mentioned in 
this list, although these make up most of the entire mass of 
the Coal Measures. They will however be mentioned, by char- 
acter and by thickness, in the sections which follow on subse- 
quent pages, from which sections of course this general key list 
has been constructed, r But the object of this list is to give 
the provisional names, and show the now well established order 
of superposition of the coals, limestones, Ac. which have proved 
themselves, in a perfectly good geological ^ense, universal de- 
posits throughout the First Basin. 

While other beds are local in their occurrence, these are only 
locally wanting, or have not been exposed, and may be searched 
for by the miner. 

It is believed that there are no others left to be discovered ; 
that the list is now complete ; and that the discussion of its 
completeness in this chapter will be satisfactory to those who 
use this book as a geological manual for field work. 

In the following chapter a special discussion will be made 
of the classical "Ferriferous Limestone" of the Allegheny 
River country, to show its absence as a key-rock from the Al- 
legheny Mountain country, and the confusion which has been 
introduced into the sceology of the latter by confounding it with 
a, ferriferous limestone higher in the series, to which the name 
of the " Johnstown Cement bed" is now assigned. 



1. 



2. 



1. Tin ion town coal, 

2. Uniontown or Great Umestone, 

3. Se wick ley ooal, 

4. Sewickley limestone, 

5. Redstone ooal, 

6. Redstone limestone, 

7. Pittsburg ooal and its Rider, 

S. Lower Pittsburg coal, 

9. Lower Pittsburg limestone, 

10. MOROANTOWN SaNDSTONB, 

11. Elk Lick coal, 

12. Klk Lick limestone, 

13. Berlin coal, 

14. Berlin limestone, 
16. Pliitt coal, 

16. Price coal, 

17. Coleman coal, 

18. Coleman limestone, 

19. Philson (or Rose) ooal, 

20. Philson limestone, 

21. Johnstown iron ore, 

22. Gallitzin ooal, 

23. Mahoninq Sandstone, 



1 



Upper Prod active Meas- 
^ ures, 200 <f feet. 



Lower Barren Measures, 
f 650 to 600 feet. 



8. 



Lower Productive Meas- 
ures, 800 4- feet. 
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'24* Ck)al E, Upper Freeport, 

25. Freeport Hinestone, 

26. Coal D , Middle Freeport, 

27. Middle Fr«eport limestone, 

28. C'oal D, Lower Freeport, 

29. Johnstowu Cement bed, or ferriferous, 

80. Coal C. 

81. Coal B', 

82. Coal B, 
88. Coal AS 

84. Coal A, 

85. Piedmont Sandstone, ) 

86. Coal, Mt. Savage, SXIL 

37. POTTSVILIiB CONOIiOMBRATE, ) 

( 38. Mauob Chunk red shale^ > ^j 

( 89. Mountain limestone, \ ^ * 

Upper Productive Coal Measures. 

The Upper Productive Coal Measures are only found at one 
place in the First Great Basin. This is in the Salisbury Basin, 
in the southern part of Somerset county. It is bounded by 
the Castleman river on the north, by the Allegheny Mountain on 
the east, by the Maryland line on the south, and by the Negro 
Mountain on the West. 

The Upper Productive Measures here occur in the cen- 
tral high plateau which lies along the synclinal axis of the ba- 
sin enclosed between tke Castleman river and Elk Lick creek. 
The central plateau covers an area 9 miles long by If to 2 
miles broad : and this small area is the only patch of Upper 
Productive rocks in the whole of the First Great Basin from 
one end of the State to the other. 

The Salisbury basin aflfbrds an excellent opportunity for mak- 
ing a vertical section of the Upper Productive Measures from 
the base of the Pittsburg coal bed to the sandstone overlying 
the Uniontown coal bed. 

As to the naming of the coals and limestones of the Upper 
Productive Coal Measures, it must be remembered that some 
names are needed for convenience in discussion ; but the whole 
nomenclature of the Upper Productive Measures is discussed by 
Prof. Stevenson in Reports K and KK, and those reports are 
authority upon the subject 
■ The compiled section reads as follows: 

Ulll top. 

Sandstone 4(y (K 

Coal N ^ 2 

Farting . . . . > . Uniontown Coal, J 1| 

Coal J i 110 
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Clay and dirt 

lAmestfmey ^ 

Clay > Vniontown limestone^ 

Interyal 

Coal 

Interval 8 to 

Coal, JSewiekley 

Limestone^ Sewiekley Limestone 

Interval 

Sandstone 

Interval. 

Coal 'I 

Parting.... 

Coal ^ Hedstone eoal. 

Parting 

Coal 

Clay 

Black bituminous clay 

Black slate, with nodular iron ore 

Ijimestone and shale, \ 

Impure fire clay. . . . . > Redstone limestone^ 

Limestone ) 

Interval, slates.. ., 

Coal {Ruler coal) reported , 

Slate 

Coal, Pittsburg bed 

Total 215 2 

In the above section the most striking feature is the great 
size and purity of the Pittsburg coal bed ; for over a large part 
of the basin it exists in one solid bench of lustrous coal, with- 
out any partings save a small bearing-in slate about 18 inches 
above the floor. 

The massive limestone under the Redstone coal has been 
called the Redstone limestone.* 

It is interesting to note how the above section compares 
with sections of the same measures made in other basins. 

*Mr. J. C. White states that at M rgantown, West Virginia, on the west 
bank of the Monongahela river, the Redstone coal is 40 feet above the Pitw- 
burg coal ; and that under the Redstone coal, separated from it only by a 
few feet of parting rook, tliere is a limestone 10 feet thick; that this lime- 
stone is uncertain, and that on following it down the Monongahela it is re- 
peatedly seen to cut out entirely, and then as suddenly come in again. 
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ThoB, in the Second Basin, that of the Ligonier Valley,* 
the section of the Upper Productive measures reads thus : 

Highest land. 
Coalf bench. 

Interval IC (y* 

Limestone 7' to 8 

Fine bedded sandstone 85 

Bedstone CocU [wrongly called Sewickley] 8 

Interval 6 0(f) 

Limestone [Redstone] good, hard, blue 8 

Shales and black slates 10 

i2ider CooZ [wrongly called Redstone] 3 

Shales, brown and black slate 20 

PUUburg Coal Bed. 

The close correspondence of the above section with that 
made in the Salisbury Sub-Basin of the First Great Basin is 
very striking. 

In Greene county,! in the south-eaist comer of the State, the 
following section represents the average of the Upper Produc- 
tive Measures. Only a part of the section is here given, the 
part between the Uniontown and Pittsburg coal beds : 

UniofUown coal bed 1' to 8' 0' 

Limestone and shale, \ r 18 

Sandstone and shale, ( Great Limestone. < 60 

Limestone and shale, ) v 650 

Sandy shale 40 

Sewickley coal bed 1' to 6 

Sandstone 10 

Limestone 18 

Sandstone or sandy shale 25 

Medetone coal bed T to 4 

Limestone 10 

Pittsburg (Upper) sandstone 40 

Shale O'tolO 

PUtebwrg eoal bed. 

In the above section the Redstone coal and limestone and 
the Sewickley coai and limestone agree quite closely with their 
position in the section of the measures in the Salisbury sub- 
basin, but the interval distance between the Sewickley and 
Uniontown coal beds is increased from 70' to 170'. 

•Final Report of 1858, Vol. II, page 661. 
fReport K, 1875, page 59. 

19— HHH. 
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Lower Barren Measures. 

The Lower Barren Measures scarcely show themselves in the 
First Great Basin where it runs through Centre and Clinton 
counties. 

In Clearfield county (in the First Basin) the measures cover 
a limited area at the centre of the synclinal, and even then 
they only embrace a small part of the series. In the brief 
examination of Clearfield in 1874 but little attention was paid 
to them, and no single coal bed was ever seen 0[)ened in them. 
The Barren Measure rocks in Clearfield county, as in other lo- 
calities, are usually brown, olive and gray slates and shales, 
easily disintegrated and showing few outcrops. 

In Cambria county, however, the sub-basins take in along 
their centre, or synclinal axes, a large amount of Lower Barren 
Measures. Very small coal beds, one foot thick or perhaps a 
trifle more, are found in them. 

The first case of a Barren Measure coal reaching workable 
size is at Brown's mine at Summerhill,* where a coal from 200 
to 250 feet above the Upper Freeport Coal (probably the Price 
bed of the Berlin section) has been opened up for working. It 
illustrates very forcibly the treachery of the Barren Measure 
coals by its rapid changes in size and character, and the mine 
has been abandoned for that reason. The bed only covers a 
small area. 

The next typical exhibition of the Barren Measure coals 
and limestones which it is desirable to note is given in Fig. 86, 
Page Plate XIII, p. 223 of this volume. It shows in detail 
the measures from the Elk Lick limestone (opened at Berkey's 
quarry) down to the Mahoning sandstone on the creek near For- 
wardstown. 

The next typical section of Lower Barren Measure rocks, 
and one which is especially complete and valuable, is the sec- 
tion at Berlin, Somerset county. It is given in full and in de- 
tail on Page Plates III and V, and p. 23 of this volume. 

The number and size of the coal beds in this section are par- 
ticularly striking. 

At the Turkey Foot (Confluence), in the southern corner of 
Somerset county, a tolerably complete section of the Lower 

«Keport UH., Cambria county, 1875, pp. 38,39,40. 
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Barren Measures, from the Elk Lick coal and limestone down 
to coal bed D of the Lower Productive series, has been compiled 
from numerous exposures. It is given on pa^e 258 of this 
volume, and is figured as Pig. 98, Page Plate XIV. 

These sections having all been given in full and illustrated, 
it is only necessary to refer to the descriptions without repeat- 
ing the details. 

The examination of the Lower Barren Measures in the First 
Basin has revealed some curious features. 

It has long been known that the Lower Barrens possessed 
some small coal beds. These were usually only a few inches 
thick, and rarely exceeded one foot. Moreover, the soft rocks 
of the Barren Measures disintegrate so easily that the surface 
is covered deep with loose stuff and soil, and thus complete 
vertical sections are difficult to obtain. The imperfections of 
the sections naturally strengthened the prevalent opinion of 
the non-continuity of the coal beds, and they were frequently 
regarded as sporadic and almost valueless as geological hori- 
zons. 

It is undoubtedly true that the normal condition of a Bar- 
ren Measure coal bed is to be small, slaty, variable, and worth- 
less for practical purposes. There seems to be no doubt that 
at the time of the deposition of these rocks there was a lack 
of the requisites for a regular and persistent coal bed ; just as 
at the time of the deposition of the Lower Productive series 
there was every requisite for the production of regular, persis- 
tent and valuable coal beds. There is therefore just as much 
likelihood that a productive coal bed will become non-produc- 
tive, as that a Barren Measure coal will become valuable. 

We know how frequently over small areas a productive coal 
thins down, becomes troubled, pinches, has " wants, " and in 
other ways ceases to be its usual self; and just so do we find 
the insignificant little beds of the Barren Measures suddenly 
swelling out and taking a size and shape to rival the Pittsburg 
Bed itself. 

But in each case we look to see the normal condition of af- 
fairs quickly restored, and such restoration is usually speedy. 
The developments of Barren Measure coals and limestones 
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in the Berlin and Salisborj sub-basin is probably more com- 
plete than at any other place in Pennsylvania, and the com- 
piled list of coals and limestones is therefore reproduced. 
(See Page Plate VI and VII of this volume. It reads thus : 



PiUdmrg Coal Bed. 

Interval 

Biaok slateB. 1 . . 

Ferriferous shale and limestone. 

Interval 

Coal^ LUtle FiUsburg 

lAmesionef Little JPiUsburg 

Interval 

Coalf small. 

Slaty sandstone and iron ore. . . . 

Coalf small. 

Interval 

Slates 

Interval 

Sandstone 

Coal 



Place for j 
Morgantown 
Sandstone 



1 



Slates 

Sandstone 

Olive shale 

Interval 

Sandstone 

Thin-bedded sandstone 

Interval 

Coal, Elk Lick bed 2' 

Interval 

Limestone, Elk Lick 6' 

Interval .* 65' 

Coal, Berlin bed 

Interval 

Limestone, Berlin 

Slate and shale 

Coal and slate, Plati bed 

Interval 

Coal, Price bed 

Interval 

Coal, Coleman bed, (in one place 6 thick,) 

Slate 

Limestone, Coleman 

Interval 

Coal, Philson bed (or Rose) 

Limestone, Philson 

Interval, (place of Johnstown iron ore near bot- 
tom) 



20* 


0" 


9* 


0" 


ir 


0" 


14' 


0" 


2* 


0'' 


6' 


0" 


17' 


0" 


13' 


0" 


18' 


0" 


9* 


0" 


10' 


0" 


6' 


0" 


V 


0" 


& 


0' 


18* 


0" 


14' 


0" 


8 


0" 


lO* 


0" 


6' 


0" 


7' 


o*. 


to 4' 


9" 


to 25' 


0" 


to 10' 


0" 


to70' 


0' 


8' 


8" 


10' 


0' 


8' 


0" 


6' 


0- 


7' 


0'- 


60' 


0" 


4' 


0' 


60' 


0" 


1' : 


10" 


0* 


6" 


8' 


0*' 


40' 


0" 


1' 


6' 


8' 


0" 



40' 0" 
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0€dlit2in coal* r 8" 

Interval to Upper Freeport ooal 60' 0" 

Total 623' 8' 

To the more important of these coal beds, and to the lime- 
stones, new names have been given, the old name of "Elk Lick 
Co^l" being retained. 

The singular error of the First Survey in assigning only 
about 200 feet as the thickness of the Lower Barren Measures 
in the First Basin naturally kept all identifications under a 
cloud so long as the original erroneous thickness was adhered 
to. The old Elk Lick coal opening was located as only 200 feet 
below the Pittsburg coal bed, and yet just on top of the Ma- 
honing Sandstone, while it is in reality fully 300 feet above 
the top of the Mahoning Sandstone. As the latter was fre- 
quently used as the guide for the location of the bed the inevita- 
ble misidentifications became more and more numerous, until 
this bed became an absolute hindrance and obstacle to any cor- 
rect nomenclature for the Barren Measure coals. It is believed 
that the above sections settle definitely its geological horizon. 

The variability of the Barren Measure coals, both as to char- 
acter and size, and also as to rapidity of change, has been dis- 
cussed on p. 251 et seq. of this volume, in connection with the 
openings on the Philson (or Kose) coal bed on Brown's run, 3 
miles from the Turkey Foot. 

While this variability of the Barren Measure coals, in con- 
nection with their usual insignificance as to size, is suflicient 
to justify the utmost caution before making any plant to work 
them, yet the limestones accompanying the coals are not only 
much more persistent and regular than the coals beds, but over 
a large part of southern Somerset seem as persistent as any 
limestones of the Lower Productive Measures. 

The Elk Lick limestone, for example, is of its full size and 
character at Berkey 's quarry, near Forwardstown ; at Berlin ; 
in the Salisbury basin on Elk Lick Creek ; and at the Turkey 

*This ooal is 5 feet thick at Brady's Bend, Armstrong oounty, on the Alle- 
gheny river ; and it would better perhaps in mal£ing up the iinai nomen- 
clature to call this the Brady's Bend Coal, It was described by Prof. Les- 
iey many years ago at the latter place, but he then named the bed as poasi" 
hly the Elk Lick Coal. Mr. White will probably describe this same bed in 
his Beport on Lawrence County as the Brush Creek coal bed of tliat district. 
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Foot ; these widely separated openings showing the persistence 
of the bed over the greater part of Somerset county wherever 
the hills are high enough to catch it, which only happens along 
the centre lines or synclinal axes of the basins. 

If the Lower Barren Measures where they appear in other 
places had ever shown any such section of workable coals jind 
limestones as is exhibited at Berlin, they would never have 
received the name they now bear ; yet in face of the numerous 
coal and limestone Barren Measure beds of Somerset county 
the name is still eminently expressive of the system as a whole. 
The unsteadiness of the coal where opened in Somerset county 
is strongly confirmatory of the usually accepted idea that the 
measures are practically barren of marketable coal in compari- 
son with the more regular Upper and Lower Productive coal 
series. 

Yet the Berlin region of Somerset county may prove, on de- 
velopment, to possess very considerable areas where some one 
or more of the Barren Measure coals are of commercial value. 
If such places are carefully examined beforehand, the risks may 
be greatly reduced. 

The limestones have been extensively and successfully 
worked, and will undoubtedly continue to be largely wrought 
for agricultural purposes. 

For the general character of the soft gray, olive, reddish and 
brown shales which make up the interval rocks of the Lower 
Barren Measures there is nothing necessary to add to the de- 
tails already given. They resemble the same rocks in other 
basins in appearance, thickness and constituents. 

That these Lower Barren Measures keep their general char- 
acter over broad areas is evidenced by the following section of 
the same measures in Beaver county,* which is reproduced for 
convenience of comparison : 

Pittsburg coal bed 8' 0*' 

Shnle 8 

Limestone 5 

Concealed 100 

Shale 10 

Coal 1 « 

Sandy shale 86 

Limestone 4 

♦Report K, 1875, page 334. 
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Caloareous shale, fosailiferoas 8 6" 

Slaty coal 1 

Shale 10 

MOBQAMTOWN SAMDSTONA fiCy tO 70 

Shaly sandstone 85 to 50 

Coal to 8 

Flaggy sandstone 25 to 85 

Orinoidal limeatone 2 to 5 

Coal 1 4 

Variegated shale 25 to 80 

Bluish sandy shale 50 to 60 

Red clay shale to 20 9 

Cannel coal, local 6 

Laminated sandstone 90 to 130 

Limestone or calcareous shale, black Oto 6 

Dark shale to 15 

Coal Oto 2 6 

Sandy shale 25 to 85 

Mahoninq Sandstone 80 to 70 

Shale Oto 12 

Upper Freeport coal bed. 

In spite of the broad area intervening between Somerset and 
Beaver counties, and in spite also of the usual incompleteness 
of Barren Measure sections, yet this section shows that the 
same coals and limestones of the Lower Barren Measures in the 
First Basin are found in Beaver county, north of the Ohio river 

In the extreme south-east corner of Greene county* the 
Barren Measures directly under the Pittsburg coal bed show 
thus: 

PiitshurQ coal bed. 

Clay 4' 0" 

Calcareous shale 5 

Sandstone and shale 80 

Coal bed 1 6 

Limestone 12 

Shale 25 

Sandstone 85 

Arenaceous shale 15 

Coal and clay 11 

Limestone and shale 11 10 

Sandstone 10 

Shale 4 

In this, as in almost all vertical sections of the measures 
directly underlying the Pittsburg coal, there is either a lime- 
stone, or at least calcareous clay to represent the horizon. But 
in the First Basin, there is not yet observed any limestone or 

•Report K, 1875, page 76. 
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calcareous clay under the floor of the Pittsburg coal at any point. 
The first limestone below it is the limestone underlying the 
Little Pittsburg coal bed, 50 feet below the Pittsburg coal bed. 
In the Second Basin (the Ligonier Valley) the Final Report 
of the First Survey* gives the measures under the Pittsburg 
coal thus : 

PitUburg coal. 

Interval 20' 0" 

Pittsburg limestone, white, flaggy, good 4' to 9 

^^Iftggy sandstone, etc 20 

Coa2, good 8 

Interval \ 8 

Limestone, ferruginons. 8 

Shales, olive and blaok 15 

Ooa^i outcrop 

Sandstone [wrongly called Mahoning] 60 

Oliveshales 24 

Blackslate 6 

Coalf outcrop 

Interval 15 

CbaZ, outcrop [Elk Lick] 

Olive ferriferous shale 80 

Coal [wrongly called Upper Freeport] 1 

Limestone [wrongly called Freeport] (Elk Lick)... 1 

The limestone at the bottom of the section is the Elk Lick 
Limestone, and the coal crop, 30 feet above, represents the Elk 
Lick Coal. The whole section corresponds closely with that 
showing itself in the First Basin. 

Lower Productive Measures. 

The Lower Productive Measures stretch through, across and 
under the Firet Basin almost continuously from the Susque- 
hanna river to the Maryland line. 

At the north-east, between the Susquehanna and the Mo- 
shannon, the coals lie in the detached basins of the Tangas- 
cootac, Beech Creek and the Snow Shoe basin. But beyond 
the Moshannon they become continuous, reaching from the 
Allegheny Mountain to Laurel Hill, save where they may have 
been eroded from the tops of the anticlinal sub axes, or buried 
beneath the Lower Barren or Upper Productive Measures. 
Where these latter events occur haa already been told in the 

•Report of 1858, Vol. II, page 661. 
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detailed report. The typical compiled section of the Lower 
Productive Coal Measures shows these coals and limestones : 

Ooalf bed S, Upper Freeport averaging, 4* 0" 

Limestone^ Freeport^ usuallt/ present^ biU /r«- 

queTUly wanting. 

Interval 

Coal, bed p'. Middle Freeport averaging, 

JAmestone, Middle Freeport, uaually wanting, but 

frequently present, ' 

Interval 

Ooal, bed D, Lower Freeport averaging, 

Johnstown Cement bed, almost universally present 

in the southern end of the basin, in ^ymerset and 

part of Cambria county, but lacking to the north* 

east in Clearfield and Centre counties. 

Interval 60' 0" 

Coal, bed O averaging, 1 6" 

Interval 80* 0* 

Coal,BedB' averaging, 1' 0" 

Interval 20' 0" 

Coal,bedB 4' 0'' 

Interval 25* 0'' 

Coal, bed A', averaging, V 0" 

Interval 20* 0" 

Coal, bed A averaging, 4' 0" 

Piedmont Sandstone ^ / 60' to 75' 0" 

Coal, ML Savage bed C^^-) ^ ^'' 

FotUville Conglomerate ) C 160' 0' '-f- 

This may be taken as a typical average specimen of the ver- 
tical section yielded by the Lower Productive Measures in the 
First Basin, and with which, as well as with each other^ all 
other sections to be given can be compared. 

The First Basin on Vie Susquehanna. 

The coals and fire-clay of the First Basin have been devel- 
oped on the north side of the Susquehanna river at Queen's 
iiun and Farrandsville, in Clinton county. 

Only the two lowest coals of the Lower Productive Measures 
are included in the measures at these places, and they are 
only caught on the hill-tops. 

The interval distances correspond quite closely with the 
average section as given. 

Though this discussion relates chiefly to interval distances 
between the beds at different places, yet there are two points of 
marked interest in the First Basin on the Susquehanna. These 
are: 
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1. The great size and purity of the fire-clay deposit It has 
been largely worked, and is widely known from the high 
character of the bricks and tiles produced from it 

2. Only a small area is covered by the upper of these coal 
beds. The coal was tested by Prof. Johnson in the tests for 
the Navy Department, and it stood among the first for calorific 
efficiency. 

Tangascooiac Creek. 

The coals of the First Basin have been opened and worked 
in the past on the banks of Taugascootac creek, on the south 
side of the Susquehanna river. 

The two or three lowest beds of the Lower Productive sys- 
tem are the only ones caught in the hills of this shallow basin. 

Neither the fire-clay nor the coals have the same size and 
excellence of character as the coal and clay at Queen's Hun 
and Farrandsville, just across the Susquehanna river 

The intervals between the coals and the Conglomerate cor- 
respond closely with the average section. 

Beech Creek. 

The imperfect exposures on Beech Creek show that Beds A 
and B, and perhaps D on the highest detached hill tops, are 
certainly in the ba^in along its central synclinal axis. The 
interval distances correspond closely to those at the Taugas- 
cootac to the north-east, and at the Snow Shoe to the south- 
west. 

These small basins along Beech creek are apparently de- 
tached, the Conglomerate of XII making the country rock, 
and the Lower Productive coals coming into separate hills. 

The Snow Shoe Basin. 

To the south-west of Beech Creek, in Centre county, lies 
the larger, but also detached, Snow Shoe Basin. 

The measures are well opened up here for extensive ship- 
ment to market, and the full vertical section of the Lower 
Productive Measures is as follows:* 

Surface and oover 25^ 0" 

CoaX^ JE, Upper Freeport 6 

Fire-clay 6 

*Report H., 1874, p. 69. 
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Concealed measures. 41' 0" 

Sandrock 7 

Coal^ D^' Middle Freepori 2 

Brown ore and ooai 2 

Hard Limestone 2 6 

- Light colored clay 5 

Black slate 34 4 

Slaty Cannel 2 

Coal Df Lower Freepori 6 8 

Fire-clay 8 

Slates, light colored 16 6 

Light colored sandstone 13 

Coal dnd slate, ''Slaty Coal,*' C, 4 

Black slate 11 6 

Grey sandstone 17 

Black slate 10 

Coal, bony 1 

Coal,B 4 

Concealed Measures 45 

Iron ore 4 

Gray sandy slate 14 

Coal A 8 

Total 283' 0" 

The salient features of this vertical section, some of which 
will be discussed further on, are : 

1. That the interval distances between the coals agree almost 
exactly with the typical section, the latter having been com- 
piled from vertical sections made at widely separated places, 
such as Bennington, Johnstown, Osceola and Snow Shoe. 

2. That the Freeport limestone, under the Upper Preeport 
coal, is wanting, and that the Lower Freeport limestone, or 
Johnstown cement bed, under bed D, is also wanting. 

3. That the Middle Freeport limestone, which is usually 
wanting in the First Basin, is present in the Snow Shoe sec- 
tion. 

4. That between beds A and B there is a carbonate of lime 
and iron. This is of especial importance as bearing upon the 
question of Ferriferous Limestone identification, and also be- 
cause at other points in the First Basin a valuable bed of iron 
ore has been found at this horizon, (notably at Hooversville, in 
Somerset county) and the identification at Snow Shoe is proof 
of a widespread evenness of deposit for the bed. 

The Snow Shoe coals are large, quite pure, and make a very 
valuable and efi&cicnt steam coaL 
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The Moshannon Coals. 

The coals of the First Basin are opened and very extensively 
shipped to market from the mines on the banks of the Aios- 
haunon creek and the Beaver Branch, in Clearfield county.. 

The section showing along the Moshannon, at Osceola, reads 
thus :* 

Surface. 

Sandstone 16' C 

Slates 15 

Sandstone and shales 80 

CoiUbtnch (D' r). 

Shales 45 

CoalD 8' 6' to 6 8 

^reclay ) ^ ^ 

Sandstone, thin, and shales.. . . > 

Shales. / 80 

Coaia r 6'to 2 

Shales. 45 

CoalB 4' O' to 5 

Slates and shales 20 

Sandstone 40 

Slate 6 

Coal A 4 6 

Fire clay at creek level. 

Total 298 2 

The interval distances as given above show a close resem- 
blance to the typical section. The striking points are : 

1. The total absence of any limestone from the section. 

2. The disappearance of the iron ore and limestone between 
beds A and 6. 

At this place, as at Snow Shoe, Tangascootac, and on Queen's 
run, coal bed A is loaded with iron pyrites, and cannot be 
worked. 

But beds B and D, on the Moshannon and the Beaver Branch> 
are large beds of lustrous coal, almost without slate partings, 
usually free from horsebacks and troubles, and yielding coal of 
such high calorific power as to take equal rank with the Com* 
berland steam coal. 

The large bed on the Beaver Branch was with hesitation 
identified as bed B. It would have been identified as bed D, 
from its size, structure of coal, roof and floor, and ^neral 
character and composition, had it not been for the following 

♦ Report H, 1874, page 23. 
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section, made at the north side of Beaver creek, at the Mos- 
hannon colliery. The section reads thus*: 

Surface. 

Sandstone 20' 0" 

Coal and fire clay underlying. 

Slates 44 

Coal 5 8 

Fire clay. 

Slates and shales 25 

Coa2, reported to be 2 9 

Slates and shales 80 

Coal, reported to be 2 8 

Interval, slates chiefly 46 

CoaL 2 6 

Parting 6 

Coal 1 

Fireclay , 5 

Ijcvel of creek. 

Total 185 1 

If the bed just above water level on the above section (which 
is the large bed of the Beaver Branch and is worked at a some- 
what higher level by the Moshannon Colliery on the south side 
of the stream) be identified as Bed B, then, the section shows 
beds B, C, D, (the large bed, 5' 8'^) and D' all in place, and 
with their proper interval rocks. 

Whereas if the Moshannon bed be identified as Bed D, then 
the section shows two beds between D and E (taking the 5' 8" 
bed to be E) ; a state of afiairs shown in no other section in 
all the descriptions of the measures of the First Basin. 

For this reason therefore, and in spite of many physical 
characteristics of the bed in which it resembled bed D, the bed 
was identified as bed B. 

The rapid survey of Clearfield and Jefferson county was 
especially directed to the practical examination of the regions 
then so rapidly growing into importance, with a view to pub- 
lish as soon as possible a report upon their availability as gas 
and steam coale. Otherwise this question would have been 
more closely examined into at the time and definitely settled. 

Clearfield Creek Above Glen Hope. 

In the second or western sub-basin of the First Basin, the 
measures afford a partial section on Clearfield Creek above 

* Report H, 1874, page 26. 
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Glen Hope, in Clearfield county. The section as measured at, 
Leightner's shows* : 

HiU top. 

Shales IC 

Lean hematite iron ore in shales. 
jBeneh smcUlf [D']. 

Shales 70 

a>a/,[D] ••called" 8 

Limestone crop, sandy and poor. 

Gray slates 88 

Coal, [C]. 

Thin sandstones and shales. 46 

Coal and tire clay partings, [B] called in all 9 

Brown shales 12 

Iron ore, carbonate, in layers, called 8 

Shales 15 

Sandstone 15 

Slate 5 

Coal, [A] called 5 

Fireclay 8 V 

Sandstone, massive 12 

Level of Clearfield Creek. 

Total .• 256' 0" 

Identifying the lowest coal bed as bed A, the section gives 
beds'B, D, and D': the intervals separating the beds differing 
somewhat from those of the typical section, and the section on 
the Moshannon in the first sub-basin. 

An important feature is the presence of a limestone under 
bed D ; this must be considered its first appearance in the First 
Basin in the region between Clearfield Creek and the Susque** 
haniia river. 

Clearfield Creek at Madera. 

A vertical section made at Madera, on Clearfield Creek, in 
the second or western sub-basins of the First Basin shows as 
foUowsf : 

Hill top. 

Shales ... 20* 0" 

Small bench and coal smut. 

Shales and unknown 56 

Benchy reported 6' coal, [E]. 

Thin sandstones and slates 40 

* Report H, 1874, page 107. 
f Report H, 1S74, page 103. 
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Bench, not opened, [D']. 

Shales, bufi and brown, with a little lean hematite 

ore in BQiall pieces... 81' 0" 

Fire day, not opened, reported 9 

Blaok slate 5 

OocU, not opened, ID] oalled 5 

Shales and slates 11 

Slates, hard and dark colored, with nodular carbon- 
ate iron ore 9 

Blaok slate 6 

Goal, not open, [C] ealled, 4 

Sandstone 26 

Coal, [B] eallfd, 4 

Sandstone iO 

lievel of ClearHeld Creek, coat reported %n creek bed, 

Totai 284' 0" 

A boring thus supplements the section. 

Creek level 

Micaceous sandstone at 83' 

Hard, white, flinty SS., [Piedmont 7], at 48 

Pieces of bituminous coal [Mt. Savage] in brownish 

conglomerate SS., [XII T] at 110 

This section, in conjunction with the section at Leightner's, 
serves to show that the Lower Productive system is running 
with great regularity through both the first and second sub- 
basins in the southern portion of Clearfield county. 

Though these sections are made at widely separated points, 
and only barometrically leveled, yet the identifications are per- 
fectly simple, and it v» clear that between the Susquehanna 
river and the Moshannon and Clearfield creeks the Lower Pro* 
ductive system preserves the parallelism of its included coal 
beds with great regularity. 

Clearfield Creek^ near Fallen Timber. 

A vertical section of the measures exposed on Clearfield 
creek, near Fallen Timber, Clearfield county, in the first, or 
eastern, sub-basin of the First Basin, shows as follows* : 

Hill top. 
Bench (?). 

Interval, thin broken SS. on surface 4(y 0'' 

Be^ich, bed E7 

Interval 60 

Bench, bed D' ? 

Interval 60 

*KeportHH« 1875, page 81. 



804 HHII. REPORT OF PROGRESS. PLATT, 1876. 

Benchf black slates, bed D T 

Interval 80 0" 

Coal, bed B 4 

Fire-clay. 

Sandstone and sandy shales 20 

Sandstone, flne-grained 20 

Coal, bed A 2 6 

Interval 20 

Clearfield oreek. 

Total 806 6 

The section, though incomplete in expressing only partiallj 
the character of the coals and interval rocks, yet shows clearly 
that as far south as Fallen Timber the Lower Productive sys- 
tem is not different from where it is exposed in Clearfield and 
Centre counties. 

Bennington^ Blair County. 

A very complete section of the measures at Bennington Sta- 
tion, on the Pennsylvania railroad, near the Blair and Cambria 
boundary line, has been compiled from outcrop exposures and 
shaft records. It shows in detail the coals, and the character 
and thickness of the interval rocks, as follows : * 

Mahoning sandstone 7 

Coalbed 2' S" 

Drab shales 20 

Olive shales 5 

Massive slates 10 

Olive slates and shales 20 

Coal, bed E 6 6 

Fire-clay, impure 2 

Sandstones and blaok slates 20 

XAmestone 8 

Ferruginous slates and shales 20 

Sanastones and sandy shales 20 

Coal, bed D 8 

Fire-clay 1 

Sandstone, drab 21 

Black slates 20 

Coal, bedD 2 10 

Drab slates, holdinfif iron ore ballB 11 

Sandstones 7 

Blue slates 18 

Sandstones, massive drab 15 

Slates 12 6 

CoaL.N X d 

Slate.. > Bed C. ) 6 

Coal..) C 1 3 

•Report HQ. 1875, page 8. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

Fire-clay, impure 

Sandstone 

Slate 

Coal 

Sandstone 

Black slates, with calamites 

Coal, bed B 

Fire-clay, good 

Shales 

Black slates 

Coal, bed A' 

Slates 

Sandstone, gray 

CocUf bed A 

Fire clay 

Sandstone, massive, gray 

Gray and brown shales 

Sandstone, massive 

Black slates 

Coal bed 

Fire-clay 

Conglomerate, massive, drab 

Red shales and bog ore 

Conglomerate XII 100 

Total 612 2 

The above section, made on the Allegheny mountain, shows 
interval distances between the coals almost identical with the 
section made at Snow Shoe, far to the north-east, and close 
to the Allegheny mountain crest. 

But there are curious difterences in the character of the in- 
terval rocks. 

1. The Freeport limestone, underlying the Upper Freeport 
coal, is present at Bennington, though separated from the coal 
above by an unusually great thickness of interval rocks. 

2. This limestone is entirely wanting at Snow Shoe, and in 
all the sections between Bennington and Snow Shoe. 

8. Whereas the limestone under bed D', which is two feet 
thick at Snow Shoe, is wanting at Bennington. 

4. And both at Bennincjton and at Snow Shoe there is no 
limestone at all under bed D. 

5. The iron ore deposit between coal beds A and B makes 
no appearance in the Bennington section. 

Moreover, the Bennington coal from bed B is of unusual 
value as a coking coal. It is coked in open pits at the mine 
20— HHll. 
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mouth, and under a series of tests proved itself second only to 
Connellsville coke, and running a very little behind the latter. 
The Bennington section, with very slight local changes, is 
found repeated to the north-east and south-west along the Al- 
legheny Mountain, and also to the north-west at numerous 
points in the First Basin in Cambria county. 

BerCs Creek^ Cambria County. 

Thus, at Ben's creek, an affluent of the Conemaugh river, 
and which enters it about midway between Lilly's and Portage 
Stations on the P. RR., the following complete vertical section 
is compiled*: 

Blackslate 8 0" 

OocU, bed E 4 4 

Fire-clay 6 

Black slates and shales 15 

Limestone 7 

Intervale?) 16 

Sandstone 12 

Coal 2 

Sandstone 2 

Fire-clay shale 6 

CoaUhedD' 2 

Fire-clay 2 

Limestone {?) 2 6 

Shales, ferriferous 16 

Coal smut 2 

Fire-clay shales, with balls of rough ore 6 

Coal smut 8 

Fire-clay 1 

Slates and shales 6 

Black slates 7 

CoaljbedD 2 6 

Fire-clay 1 6 

Drab shales 26 

Sandstone, fine-grained 80 

Black slate 8 

Coalf slaty and poor, bed C 2 

Fire-clay — — 

Sandstone 6 

Fire-clay shale 10 

Black slate 6 

Coal,bedB' firom 2' 0" to 4 

Sandstone and shale 18 

Coal, bedB 6 

Fire-clay 6 

Sandstone 10 

♦Report HH, 1876, p. 48^ " ' '^ 
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Bove-colored shale, ¥rith ore.... 10* 0" 

Sandstone 3 

Fire-clay shale 2 

Fire-clay T 

Interval 25 

Coal-bed A (?) 

Total 265' 6 

The section shows the interval distances just about as at 
Btjnnington. 

The Freeport limestone is present, but separated from the 
Upper Freeport coal above by a large interval, as at Benning- 
ton. 

The Middle Freeport limestone, under coal bed D', is present 
at Ben's creek, (as at Snow Shoe,) while it was wanting at 
Bennington. 

There is no limestone at Ben's creek under bed D, and it 
should be remembered that there is no limestone under bed D 
either at Bennington, on the Moshannon. or at Snow Shoe. 

The sudden thickening and almost equally rapid thinning 
down of coal bed B', about 20 feet above bed B, is a note- 
worthy feature of Ben's creek geolo^cy. 

Bed B, the great coking coal at Bennington, yields on Ben's 
creek a superb fuel, highly valuable for steam purposes and 
for coking. 

Johnstown f Cambria County, 

The extensive operations of the Cambria Iron Company at 
Johnstown afford an excellent opportunity to secure a complete 
section of the Lower Productive Measures. 

Johnstown lies in the second or western (Johnstown-Conflu- 
ence) sub-basin of the First Great Basin 

The section, as constructed by John Fulton, Esq., reads as 
follows : 

Proaser's Knob. 

Stonequarry; sandstone 20* 9" 

Olive shales. 17 

Drab shales 18 

Thin bedded sandstone 10 

Shales 8 

Silicious iron ore 8 

Olive and drab shales 68 

Red shales 10 

""♦Report HH., 1.S75, pages 97 and 98. 
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Olive BhBle*. 12* 0" 

SUteandsandHtnne : 10 

White aandiitone 38 tt 

DrabBhal«6. 13 

Musslvo drnb saodstone, forming ollff 20 

Coal [PhllsoQ bed} 8 

Drab ooloredBtula i 

Drabnndstone 7 

SlatM. 2 

Johiutovn iron ore anant 3 

FleahaDddnb-ooloredBbaIeB,J I IS 

Iron sUlned Bbales I I B 

Ironore | Place of tbe | 10 

Fire oley ^ Mabonlng 

Son drmb BbalsB. [ Sandstone. 

lilre olaj and ehales 

Drab sbalea and sandetone .. 

Coal, bed E. 8 

Fireclay 1 

Sbales 5 

Sandetone. : 10 

Shalea 6 

Kidney Iron ore 10 

Shalea 15 

Sandstone 15 

Shales 8 

Coat.bedD 2 « 

Shale, Are OiayT 6 

Limalotte, brown, impure 8 

Iron stained shales. 17 

Mloacoons gray sandstone 21 

Slates * 

Coal, bed D 8 6 

Fireclay • » 

Ji"errVerou*Hnie«e»n« [Johnstown cement bedj 5 

Fireclay Impure 7 

Slates, with iron ore 8 

Slate 8 

Black elates, with Iron ore 11 

Coal V 8' J 

Slate I'ff'J 1 8 

Coal 8"* 

Tbin black slates 18 

Coat, bed C {1-) 8 

Fireolay * • 

Gray sandstone 18 

Wavy sandstone, gnj i 

Iron stained elates 6 

Coal,btdB S 8 

Fireclay 3 

Gray slates and shales 31 

Ha^ve black BbaleiL 15 
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Gray sandstone 5' 0' 

Massive black slate 5 

Coal thin. 

Black slates 1 

Gray sandstone .* 4 

Thin gray slates 6 

^Coal 4' 6"n 

a>a^ 6«d u4 ) Slate 0' 6' ( 6 10 

CCoal r 10") 

Fireclay 8 

Gray slates 28 

White massive sandstone 15 

Drab and black slates 10 

Coal 2 

Black slate 1 2 

Drab Are clay 4 

Olive colored shales 8 

Plates of carbonate iron ore 1 

Gray sandstone. 

ToUl 629 1 

The above vertical section shows how very well the interval 
distances retain their regularity. There are scarcely any dif- 
ferences in measurement to be noted between the section at 
Bennington, on the east side of the First sub-basin ; at Ben's 
creek, near the centre of the First sub-basin ; and at Johns- 
town, near the centre or synclinal axis of the Second sub-basin 
of the First Great Basin. 

But while the interval distances remain about the same, the 
character of the interval rocks in all these cases shows varia- 
tions. In the Johnstown section: 

1. The Johnstown iron ore seam^ lying just on top of the Ma- 
honing sandstone, is at Johnstown a regular and persistent 
deposit, of good character, which has yielded a large amount 
of iron ore to the Cambria Iron Company. 

At this same horizon there are at numerous places in the 
First Great Basin ferruginous slates or iron ore balls ; but in 
no other case is an iron ore deposit at this horizon extensively 
worked for furnace use in Pennsylvania.* 

2. The Freeport limestone, under the Upper Freeport coal, 
is entirely wanting. 

3. The Middle Freeport limestone under bed D' or the 
" Limestone seam," is present at Johnstown. 

*It is probably represented on Broad Top, in Huntingdon oonntyj by the 
iron shales lying upon the **Top Rock" of Shoup's Run. 
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4. The Johnsiovm cement bed^ or ferriferous limestone, is 
present, directly underlying coal bed D, or the Lower Freeport 
coal, as it has been called through these reports.* The presence 
of this bed is an extremely interesting feature of the section. 

5. Coal bed B of the section has fallen oft* at Johnstown 
from the high coking character ol the same bed displayed at 
Bennington, and does not show under analysis such purity as 
is evidenced by bed B on Ben's Creek. 

It will be noticed that there is a small coal bed occurring 
above the Johnstown iron ore seam; this is probably the Phil- 
son {or Hose) bed of the Lower Barren Measures. That no 
other coals are shown for the 230 feet of Barren Measures ex- 
posed above this coal, is probably due to imperfect exposures 
and the consequent covering up of the small outcrops, rather 
than to a total absence of the Barren Measure coals. 

Bed Bridge y Stony Creek j South Cambria County 

The following vertical sectionf made near the Red Bridge 
over Stony Creek, near the south border of Cambria county, 
shows the interval distances between the coal beds thus : 

Sandstone, massive 60' 0'' 

Coal terrace 7 

Sandstone, thin bedded 45 

Coal terrace ? 

No exposures for 160 

Coal slates. 

Sandstone, massive 86 

Olive sliales. 6 

Dark blue shale 4 

Sandstone, with balls of iron ore 25 

Dark shale 8 

Slates, with iron ore nodules 1 

Coal D' ?. 

Limeaione^ hard 2 6 

Fire clay 2 6 

Olive shales 4 

Coarse gray heavy sandstone 25 

Black slates 6 

Coai, fted i>, (Lower Freeport) 5 

Shale 8 

Limestone, ferriferoua 8 

Blue black shale, with thin bands of SS 7 

Black slates 10 

Coal 6 

t Report 11 U, 1875, page 126. 
♦ Upper Kittanning of the West. 
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Black slates, with nodules of iron ore 6' 6'' 

Sandstone, massive, to bed ot creelc 7 

Total 405' V 

The section shows that both the Middle Freeport Limestone 
under coal bed D', and the cement bed or ferriferous limestone 
under bed D, are present and of full size. 

The interval distances correspond with reasonable closeness 
to the typical section of the First Basin. 

Hooversville^ Somerset County. 

In a vertical section made at Hooversville, in Somerset 
county, given in detail on pp. 122-123 of this volume, the in- 
terval distances between the coals show such moderate variations 
from the typical section as may easily be accounted for either 
by thickening or thinning of the interval rocks or by baromet- 
rical errors. 

The presence of carbonate of iron and lime between coal 
beds A and B, and 2ibfeet below coal bed E^ is very noteworthy 
on the Hooversville section. It is of importance in the dis- 
cussion of the identification of the Ferriferous Limestone (of 
the Allegheny river) in the First Basin, 

Mineral Pointy Castleman Biver. 

A vertical section made at Mineral Point, on the Castleman 
river, in the Somerset sub-basin of the First Great Basin, and 
which is given in detail on page 192 of this volume, shows the 
interval distances but little changed. 

The Middle Freeport limestone, under coal bed D', and the 
Johnstown cement bed, or ferriferous limestone, under coal 
bed D, are both present, of the usual size and character. 

Fort Hillj Castleman Miver. 

A vertical section made at Fort Hill, in the south-west cor- 
ner of Somerset county, on the Castleman river, given in de- 
tail on page 263 of this volume, shows the coals and the in- 
tervals. There is no special change or disagreement with the 
typical section. 

The Philson (or Rose) coal bed of the Lower Barren Meas- 
ures, 100 feet above bed E, and often mistaken for it, appears in 
the Fort Hill section at its projKjr horizon, and only 9 inches 
thick. 



812 HUH. REPORT OF PROGRESS. PLATT, 1876. 

Laurel Hill Creek. 

A section made at Faidleys, on Laurel Hill Creek, (see page 
246 of this volume for details), exhibits the interval distances 
about so before given. 

The Johnstown cement bed, under coal bed D, is present all 
along Laurel Hill Creek. 

The section at Faidleys shows a limestone, overlaid by a 
conglomerate of rounded fragments of carbonate iron ore held 
together by silica. This limestone is about 210 feet below coal 
bed E. 

This again is of noteworthy importance in the discussion of 
the presence in the First Basin of a representative of the Alle- 
gheny river Ferriferous Limestone. 

Regularity of the Lower Productive Measures. 

The sections given above have been selected in part from the 
great number already published in Reports H and IIH, while 
many of those quoted are first published in this present vol- 
ume. 

The conclusion to be drawn from them is irresistible. 
Widely separated as the sections are in geographical position, 
ranging from the waters of Queen's Run and the Taugascootac, 
on the Susquehanna river, to the waters of the Castleman, on 
the Maryland line, there runs through them all a harmony and 
consistency that is in the highest degree convincing as to the 
parallelism of the Lower Productive Coal Measures in the 
First Basin. 

And the sections show also that anticlinal sub-axes in noway 
aft'ect this parallelism. 

So true is this that in almost any part of southern Cambria 
or in Somerset county, if the coal bed D and its underlying 
Johnstown cement bed be identified, 40 feet above will be 
found D', 60 feet higher bed E, and 100 feet higher (in the 
Barren Measures) the Philson (or Rose) coal bed. 

Or starting downwards from coal bed D and its cement bed, 
beds C, B', B and A can be located closely ; and in no case is 
there any wide variation from the average. 

It is true the interval between beds A and B varies from 50 
to 70 feet at times, and that the other intervals are not abso- 
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lately constant ; but the variations are within such moderate 
limits that they can mislead no one who has correctly oriented 
himself as to his geological position in the measu^. 

But while all this regularity and persistency is true of the 
interval distances^ it must not be imagined that the interval 
rocks maintain any such unvarying character, or that the coal 
beds themselves do not show great occasional inconsistencies. 

These reports have furnished many instances where good 
productive beds have been necessarily abandoned over certain 
areas on account of their wretched character and small size ; 
where small and insignificant beds are mined as large and 
pure coal beds over a limited region ; where the rider or roof 
cobl will range from the roof of the bed to 12 or 15 feet above 
it ; and how after these changes the beds revert to their ordi- 
nary average condition. 

Moreover, the reports show the gradual persistent changes 
which occur in coal beds. Coal bed D is a striking case. 
North of the Conemaugh the bed is only about 2J feet thick, 
always in one solid bench ; and so it remains as far south as the 
Cambria county southern border line. South of Hooversville, 
in Somerset county the bed becomes parted by a thin slate 
layer ; this layer thickens steadily, the benches of coal remain- 
ing for some time of full or increased size ; and finally near the 
Maryland line the parting has gained at the expense of the 
coal benches and bed D shows two 1-foot layers of coal, sepa- 
rated by a 5-foot parting of slate. During all these changes 
the mineralogical character of the coal and its cuboidal struc- 
ture remain unchanged. 

The limestones vary more than the coals ; for while the sec- 
tions show them to be persistent over large areas, they 
show likewise that they are totally wanting at irregular inter- 
vals in the Cambria and Somerset fwirt of the First Basin. 

And they show, moreover, that of all the limestones of the 
Lower Productive system only the Middle Freeport limestone 
under coal bed D' is found in Centre and in Clearfield coun- 
ties in the First Basin. 

The iron ores show a variability vastly greater than the 
limestones; a variability so groat as to make instability their 
normal characteristic. 
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Many of the interval rocks are also seen to be very persist- 
ent. The Mahoning Sandstone overlying coal bed E, the Free- 
port Sandstone, the sandstone between coal beds A and B, the 
fire-clay underlying coal bed A, and the Piedmont Sandstone, 
are regular and recognizable. But even these regular rocks 
change their character totally at times. 

Character of the Coals of the First Basin* 

In general character the coals of the First Basin show a per- 
centage of volatile matters varying from 18 to 26 per cent., 
and are therefore bituminous coals. 

The Clearfield steam coals hold about 21 to 23 per cent, of 
volatile matters. The superior quality of these coals for pur- 
poses of steam generating or iron working, is widely known 
and their reputation is firmly established. 

The Pittsburg coal bed, in the Salisbury basin in Somerset 
county, yields an average of 20 per cent of hydro-carbqns ; and 
the steam coal of Clearfield county furnishes about the same an- 
alysis. 

Bed B, on the Allegheny Mountain, gives 26 per cent of vol- 
atile matters ; on Trout run, in the centre of the first sub-ba- 
sin only 18 J per cent of volatile matters ; and at Johnstown 
only 16J per cent of volatile matters. 

All the analyses, from all the different beds, keep compara- 
tively close to each other in general character, though of course 
varying widely in sulphur, ash, &c., and they all rank as bitu- 
minous coals. 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

Comparison of the Lower Productive Coals as a group and the 
ferriferous limestone of the First Basin with the Lower Coals 
and '* Ferriferous Limestone'^ of the Allegheny River. 

In the Reports on Centre, Clearfield, Cambria and Somerset 
connties*, the Freeport group of coals is always represented as 
triple, being made up of coal beds D, D' and E. 

On the Allegheny river, where tlie Freeport group was 
named by the First Survey, there are two Freeport coal beds, 
upper and lower ; the interval between them being 80 feet, va- 
rying only slightly from this as an average ; and both of them 
are workable beds. 

The Freeport Limestone underlies, and the Mahoning Sand- 
stone overlies the Upper Freeport coal, and a well marked 
Freeport Sandstone underlies the Lower Freeport coal. 

No closely continuous geographical identification has ever 
been made of the coals on the Allegheny river with the coals 
on the Allegheny Mountain. 

In 1874, during the examination of Centre and Clearfield 
counties, the following problem presented itself: — 

If the Mahoning Sandstone be in place and clearly recogniz- 
able, and the Upper Freeport Coal bed (E) directly underly- 
ing it, 4 to 5 feet thick, but without any underlying Freeport 
Limestone ; if sixty feet below E, a coal bed, !i feet thick, with 
an underlying 2 foot limestone, has been opened and proved as a 
persistent bed ; and if 40 feet below this again be a large, good, 
workable coal bed ; may it be assumed that the two workable 
coal beds 100 feet apart represent the Lower and Upp^er Freeport 
coals of the Allegheny river? The answer was in the afiirma- 
tive, and the small bed between them was named Middle Free- 
port, or D'. 

"^Report H, 1874 ; HH, 1W5 ; HUH, 1876. 
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The Ferriferous Limestone much lower down in the series 
was, however, entirely wanting. 

This grouping of the Freeport Coal System was adopted for 
the Reports of Progress of 1874, 1875 and 1876 ; and all the 
sections of these volumes are consistent with each other in being 
grouped on this plan. But as the examination of the basin was 
continued southward many doubts suggested themselves as to 
the propriety of this grouping. 

The Freeport Limestone came in in Cambria county and 
took its regular place under the Upper Freeport coal (E). 

The Freeport Sandstone also became marked and massive, 
and took its place under coal bed D\ 

And a new limestone, the Johnstown Cement bed, became a 
regular and |)ersi8tent layer under bed D. 

After a comparison of the numerous sections of the First Ba- 
sin with the sections of the Allegheny river it became evident 
that the triple form of the Freeport Group could only be 
maintained by sacrificing the whole system as adopted on the 
Allegheny river; and as this latter system is both well arranged 
and has priority, it is clearly better to re-group the Freeport 
System in the First Basin in harmony with the old and well 
known nomenclature. 

The Middle Freeport bed therefore becomes the Lower Free- 
port bed ; and the Lower Freeport bed of the Clearfield and 
Somerset reports is really the Upper Kiitanning Coaly a bed 
which is only 18 inches thick at Kittanning, on the Allegheny 
river, but which is a large bed at numerous other places, and 
is as persistent as any of the beds of the Lower Productive se- 
ries. 

The scheme of the Freeport and Kittanning Groups, as sug- 
gested above, is as follows : 

Terms used in Be-grouping of 

AUeglieny River. Cambria and Somerset. Cambria and Somerset. 

R, Up. Freeport C. E. Up. Freeport C. E. Up. Freeport C, 

Freeport Limestone. Freeport L. Up. Freeport L. 

D. L. Freeport C. D'. Mid. Freeport C. D. L. Freeport C. 

Mid. Freeport L, L. Freeport L. 

Freeport SS. Freeport SS. Freeport SS. 

Coal. D. L. Freeport C. C. Up. Kittanning C. 

Limestone, ferriferous, Jobnst'n Cement B« 

C. Kittanning C. C. Kittanning C. C. L. KltUnning 0. 
Ferriferous Limestone. 
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It will be seen that by the above re-grouping no changes are 
made in the Allegheny river section, but only certain additions. 
The Johnstown Cement bed, underlying the coal bed which in 
the re-grouping is termed the Upper Kittanning* (and which 
was never named at all by the First Survey, but has been the 
fruitful parent of many errors by being mistaken for the Kit- 
tanning bed beneath it) is the most striking feature of the 
southern part of the First Basin. 

It has been named from the place of its greatest development 
in the Basin, Johnstown, but it is opened at hundreds of other 
places in the first and second sub-basins, and is the key to 
the geological horizons all through Somerset and Southern 
Cambria. 

This explanation will suffice to show what these Reports 
would at present indicate as the most simple and consistent 
future grouping of the Freeport coals. 

The Report of 1874 was already published and the Report 
of 1875 prepared for tiie press before this re-groupingj was 
worked out ; and it was therefore deemed better to continue 
the triple group through the Report of 1876 to finish the First 
Basin on a consistent scheme. But with this Report on Somer- 
set county the triple Freeport group will cease to be used, and 
the more accurate re-grouping will take its place. 

The Johnstown Cement Bed. 

The geological horizon of the Johnstown Cement bed is 
from 100 to 110 feet below bed E, or the Upper Freeport coal. 
And it holds this interval with wonderful regularity, rarely 
varying so much as 10 feet from the average. 

In the very complete section of the Snow Shoe Basin in 
Centre county the Cement bed is entirely wanting. 

The complete detailed vertical sections of the Lower Pro- 
ductive Measures in Clearfield county are not very numerous ; 
but none of them show the Johnstown Cement bed. 

It is not found in any of the sections made in the First 
Basin until the Conemaugh river is reached. From the Cone- 

*Mr. J. C. White identities this bed under the name of the Darlington 
OocU, He finds it to be in Beaver and Bntler counties a variable but persis- 
tent bed. In Butler oounty it has a limestone underlying it which he calis 
the Butler Limestone. This is the Johnstown Cement bed. 
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maugh south to the Maryland line it is as regularly present as 
it was regularly wanting from tlie Conemaugh north to the 
ISusquehanna. 

In character the bed through Somerset county is equally 
persistent. It is almost always more or less of a cement bed, 
and is so ferriferous that only with difficulty can it be used 
to make an impure lime, scarcely available for agricultural 
purposes. 

In size the cement bed shows the usual variations which are 
common to all limestone beds. It is sometimes 10 feet thick 
in three layers of varying quality (in one case dolomitic) ; and 
in other places it is only 1 to 2 feet thick ; the average being 
probably about 5 feet. 

The facts about the bed are these : 

1. It is persistent in the southern part of Cambria and 
through the whole of Somerset county. 

2. It lies 100 to 110 feet below coal bed E, and has a coal 
bed lying directly on top of it. 

3. It is a cement bed, and ferriferous. 
These facts relate only to the First Basin. 

In Beaver and Butler counties, Mr. White finds (Report on 
Beaver county not yet published) a limestone under his Darl- 
ington coal bed, a name given by him to the Upper Eittaning 
coal bed. 

In Indiana county, Mr. W. G. Piatt finds (Report not yet 
published) the Johnstown cement bed about 100 feet below 
coal bed E, and having the same general characteristics as in 
the First Basin. 

^'^ Ferriferous Limestone'^ of the Allegheny River. 

The geological horizon of the Ferriferous Limestone on the 
Allegheny river was very clearly defined by the First Survej'. 
It was the most important deposit of the region, numerous 
small furnaces drawing their entire supply of iron ore from 
the ore deposited on top of it. 

Three salient points in the section along the Allegheny river, 
given in the Old Report of 1858, strike us : 

1. The Mahoning Sandstone. 

2. The Upper Freeport Coal and Limestone. 



Upper Freeport 
ooal, bed £.. 9' Z" 
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8. The Ferriferous Limestone and ore, 220 to 2j5 feet below 
the U. F. C. 

Wherever the sections are complete and no errors or mis- 
identifications have been made by the observer, these three fea- 
tores arc regular and strongly marked. 

An accurate detailed vertical section of the Lower Produc- 
tive Measures on the Allegheny river is reproduced below. It 
was made at Brady's Bend, in Armstrong county.* 
Coal r 0" 

Fire-clay and roof slate . . 1 to 1 6 

Ooal^ mined 2 4 

Slate 3 

Coalf mined 1 10 

Slate 6'' to2 

CJoal 4 

Fire clay and shale (with ball ore 2" thick) 7' to 8 

lAmeatone, Freeport 5 

Fire clay (with ore balls) 7 

Fire clay (witliout ore balls) 6 

Freeport iron ore 2' to 4 

Fire clay (sometimesiwith ball ore) 1' 8" to 2 

Thin bedded sandstones 30 

Coal^ Lower Freeport 1' 6" to 4 

Shale, passing down into Freeport sandstone, thin 

bedded fi5 

Coal^ not seen, bat reported 10 

Interval 45 

Coal^ Upper Kittanning 1' 0' to 4 

Shales, olive and blue 30' to 40 

Coalf Lower Kittanning 3 6 

Sandy shales 18 

Silieious slab ore^ Buhratone ore 3" to 2 

Sandstone and sandy shale 12 

Ferrifero'oe Limestone 15 

Bine shales and sandy shales 80 

B. Coa«, Clarion 2' to 3 

Sandstone 20^ to 80 

A. Coal, Brookville. 

Shale 25 

Coal, Tionesta T to 1 6 

Tionesta sandstone 60 

Bituminous shale (with SS.) 20 

Serai Conglomerate (XII) in river bed. 

The interval between the Upper Freeport coal and the Fer- 
riferous limestone as given above is 256 feet. 

*From a report on the Brady^s Bend Coal and Iron Company's land, made 
by Prof. J. P. Lesley, 1865. 
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A very unusual feature is presented in this section of a coal 
bed 65 feet below the Lower Freeport coal, and yet 45 feet 
above the Upper Kittanning Coal. This coal teas not seen by 
Prof Lesley, and there is no coal in the regular general system 
which would correspond to it. 

Inasmuch as the bed is reported as '^ becoming a cannel-like 
coal," and as the Upper Kittanning coal (or bed C of the re- 
constructed Allegheny Mountain system) runs into a cannel 
coal on this same property, and, moreover, shows a tendency 
to do so in that region, there may be only one coal bed, instead 
of the two. 

This would reduce the interval between the Upper Freeport 
coal and the Ferriferous Limestone to about 225 feet, in the 
above section, which is the general average distance of the two 
beils aj^rt along the Allegheny river. 

To the south-westward of the Allegheny river, through But- 
ler and Beaver counties, the Ferriferuus Limestone is a constant 
horizon, and keeps the same or j)erhaps a somewhat greater in- 
terval between itself and coal bed E. 

Its character is very variable, as well as its size, ranging 
from 15 feet thick down to almost nothing, and from a veiy 
ferriferous stone to a very pure ore. 

Thn>ughout all the Clarion and Red Bank country the Fer- 
riferous Limestone is a valuable dei>osit of limestone and iron 
ore; and it underlies the Upper Freeport cual by fully 230 feet. 

On Red Bank creek the Ferriferous Limestone, 5 feet thick 
and with 1 foot of iron ore on top, is 148 feet l>elow the Lower 
Freepi^rt coal, erroneously called in the section given on page 
229, Report of Pn^gress, II., (1874,) the Upper Freeport. 

In a vertical section made on the Conemaugh river, in Arm- 
strong countv, in the First Basin, the Ferriferous Limestone 
and ore show themselves 230 feet below coal bed K 

The facts conoernins: the Ferriferous Limestone of the Al- 
leschenv river are then these — 

1. It underlies the Upper Freef>ort coal bed E by at least 
230 feet on the averasre. 

2. It varies much in character, but is never a cement IkkI, 
and nearlv always carries iron ore on top. 
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8. It is very regular and persistent in its horizon, and shows 
no more tendency to change than any other limestone bed. 

Non-identity of the two ferriferous limestone deposits. 

From the facts given above, it is clear that the interval of 
230 feet between the Ferriferous Limestone of the Allegheny 
river and coal bed E, an interval which is carried without any 
change or sign of growing diminution as far east as the Fourth 
basin, would have to thin down to 100 feet, in order to allow 
of itfi identification with the Johnstown Cement bed of the 
First Basin (wliich is also found at the same horizon in In- 
diana county in the Second Basin). 

Such a change in such an interval is of course entirely pos- 
sible, but would require very positive and clear proof in face 
of its inherent improbability. 

The junction point, the only place in which there are as yet 
no complete sections, is Indiana county, west of Chestnut 
Ridge, and the report on that county for 1877 will probably 
settle this question. 

In the meantime the strong likelihood furnished by the facts 
above stated that the two limestones are totally distinct and 
separate deposits is much strengthened by some few facts 
exhibited by the sections of the First Basin. 

1. In the Snow Shoe Basin,* in Centre county, the vertical 
section of the Lower Productive Measures shows a 4 foot bed 
of carbonate iron ore, 282 feet below the Upper Freeport coal. 
This, it will be noted is exactly the horizon of the Allegheny 
river Ferriferous Limestone as to distance. 

2. In the Hooversville section, in Somerset county, (page 122 
of this volume,) a bed of carbonate iron ore, two feet thick, is 
seen 230 feet below coal bed E, or the Upper Freeport coal. 

3. In a section made at Faidley's, on Laurel Hill creek, in 
the south-western portion of Somerset county, (page 246 of this 
volume) there occurs a limestone bed, overlaid by a curious 
carbonate iron ore conglomerate, the horizon of which is a lit- 
tle more than 100 feet below the Johnstown cement bed (which 
is opened on the same hill) and is therefore about 220 feet be- 
low the Upper Freeport coal bed E. 

*Report H, 1874, p. 69. 

21— HHH. 
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These are the only cases in the First Basin, as recorded in 
the sections embraced in the Reports of Progress, where beds 
of carbonate of lime and iron come into the measures at the 
horizon of 230 feet below coal bed E, or between coal beds A 
and B of the Allegheny Mountain. 

These three cases falling^ on the exact horizon of the Ferrif- 
erous Limestone of the Allegheny river make it almost impos- 
sible to believe the occurrence of the ore at this horizon a mere 
coincidence, having no connection with the Ferriferous Lime- 
stone of the Allegheny river. 

It must not be imagined, however, that the two sections of 
the Allegheny Mountain and Allegheny river are yet satis- 
factorily reconciled, for it will be observed on the fiace of the 
section that the Ferriferous Limestone on the Allegheny river 
lies under coal bed C or the Kittanning coal bed ; and the car- 
bonate iron ore exposures just named are clearly between txml 
beds A and B of the Allegheny Mountain system. Without 
attempting to locate, therefore, the exact horizon of the Alle- 
gheny River Ferriferous Limestone in the First Great Basin, it 
is sufficient to say that every indication points to the conclusion 
that the Johnstown cement bed is an entirely different bed from 
the Ferriferous Limestone of the Clarion, Red Bank and Alle- 
gheny river valleys. 

The upper part of the section, from the Mahoning sandstone 
down to the Lower Kittanning coal bed seems to be clearly 
identifiable from the Allegheny river to the Allegheny Moun- 
tain, and to present but little more variation in that distance than 
it displays in a distance of 50 miles along the Allegheny river. 

The First Geological Survey of Pennsylvania on reaching 
Somerset county, identified the Johnstown Cement bed with 
the Ferriferous Limestone bed of the Allegheny river. This 
error tended to cloud the sections and render impossible a plain 
statement of the measures in Western Pennsylvania. 

Once possessed of the key furnished by a knowledge of the 
limestones, their horizons, their appearances and disappearances, 
as already given in the volumes of Reports of Progress in the 
First Basin, the whole system of measures in the basin is found 
to be simple, regular, and easy of practical application to any 
^ven point. 
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KoTB. — ^The references to coal beds, <fec., are arranged in geological series 
from above downward, wlierever such arrangement is possible. 



Paob. 
A. Lowest coal bed of the Lower Productive Coal Measures^dSrooh- 
ffiUe coal bed (?) overlying the Conglomerate No, XIL 

A. in Shade township ; on Clear run * 12, 13, 14 ; 16 

A. at Hooversvi lie 1 19 

A. at Paint Creek Falls 133 

A. at Faust's, on Shade creels 141 

A. on Quemahoning creek 150, 151 

A. on Negro Mountain (Yogel mine) iH9 

A. doubtful at Castleman village 195 

A. at the Red Bridge 218 

A. doubtful on the Clay Pike 243 

A. atFortHill 263 

A. an irregular bed 181 

A. to E outcrops along the pike, ascending Laurel Hill 224 

A', B , C, small intermediate coals along Castleman river 180 

A', on Castleman's river ( Wolfersberger's) 190 

Addison and East Addison townships 10, 110 

Allegheny Mountain in ISomerset Co. described 4 

Allegheny Mountain crest in Stony township 17 

Allegheny Mountain geology 242, 253 

Altfather's farm (see Engle's Mills) 46 

Altfather's (D. and J.) Coal Mines (Berlin) 46,47 

Analyaee made of various coals — 

Redstone ooal bed (Keystone mine) 87 

Rider to Pittsburg coal bed 85 

Pittsburg bed in Salisbury basin 76 to 88 

Saylor mine 77 

Cumberland and Elk Lick mine 78 

Keystone Company's mine 79 

Yoder mine 80 

Li vengood A Keim's mine 81 

Wil helm mine > ^ 

Beaoby (M. J.) mine 83 

Pittsburg noal bed analyses tabulated 101 

Elk Lick ooal bed 221 

[HHH. 823] 
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Analyses made of various coals — Continued. 

Paob* 

Berlin (Coleman) bed ^ 

Berlin (Fritz) coal bed 34 

Berlin (Walker) coal bed 40 

Price bed, at Berlin 28 

Piatt bed ( Weighley bed ) Bufialo creek 31 

Rose bed, ooal and ooke 248,249,251 

Upper Freeport (E) bed (Bugus' mines) 163 

Upper Freeport (E) bed 254 

Middle Freeport (D') bed at Garrett 54 

Jjower Freeport (D') bed at Garrett 63 

Lower Freeport (D) bed (Wilt's mine) 127 

(Heinbach's mine) ; (Beam's mine) 202; 230 

(Pile mine) on Quemahoning creek 232 

(CroU mine) ; (Hanna mme) 255 ; 267 

On White creek 368 

Kittanning (C) bed (Clark mine) 121 

Reitz's mine on WilPs creek 131 

Bed B (?) Zimmerman's mine, Fairview 154 

Bed Bat Listonville 270 

Bed, Nicholson's (J.) mine 201 

Analyses of various limestones, tabulated 94 

Great Limestone, in the Salisbury basin 93 

Sewickley Limestone ; (Hays' quarry) 91 ; 92 

Redstone Limestone, in Salisbury basin 89 

Little Pittsburg Limestone, in Salisbury basin 74,75 

Elk Lick Limestone (Yoder's quarry) 72 

Elk Lick Limestone. 221 

Elk Lick Limestone at Ursina 259 

Limestone 100' under Elk Lick Limestone 222 

Freeport Limestone, Trevorrow's quarry. Stony or 118 

Ferriferous (cement) L. under coal D (Wilt's) .. 128 

Magnesian part of this same bed 231 

Same, from Pile's quarry, on Quemahoning creek 232 

Same, from Fairview quarries 155 

Same, opened on Huskin's run 140 

Tiimestone on Paint creek ; and at Reitz's quarry 135 ; 130 

Analyses of Will's creek iron ore (Silver Diggings; 18 

Great Hoove rsvi lie; at Listonville 120; 124; 202 

Analysis of Ix>hr's Are clay 124 

Analysis of Pocono (No. X) nodules 6 

Ankeny's (Geo.) coal mine (bed B) 105 

Ankeny's hill at Miiford station 166 

Anspach A Co., coal mines, Salisbury basin ' 81, 84 

Anticlinal of Negro Mount, dips 300' to the mile 9 

Anticlinal axis west of Berlin 49 

Anticlinal of I^aurel Hill 207,277 

For other references see Viaduct axi.% Negro Mountain oxte, Laurel HUl axis, 

Apple's (William) coal mine (bed B) 152 

Armstrong co'jnty, Pennsylvania 819 

Area of coal in the Salisbury Basin 95,97 
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Paos. 

AsLtola, on Paint creek 7,11,130,136 

A.ugu8tine * 206,262,203,204 

B. Clarion eoa2 6e€2, Kuntz's mine in Shade township 12,13 

B. Btadtler's mine ; Grove's mine 16 

B. variable as a coal bed in Cleartield coanty 86 

B. on Fallen Timber run, near Hooversville 119 

B. Lahr's mine on Stony creek 123 

B. Specht's mine, at Spracetown 126 

B. Jacob Caster's mine on Shade creek 143 

B. crosses the Viaduct axis on the Quemahoning 150 

B. Morgan's mine on Quemahoning creek 151 

B. (T) Zimmerman's mine 154 

B. on the pike at Kimberlin's run 159 

B. under Rhode's mine 160 

B. at Milford station, Castleman river 165 

B. at Baker's station 167,168 

B. 80' above A. on Castleman's river 181 

B. Wolfe rsberger's mme, Castleman river 190 

B. at ShalTs Bridge, Castleman river 193 

B. below Castleman Station 199 

B. inPinkerton Point 203,204 

B. terrace at the Red Bridge 213 

B. (T) Haines' mine on the Bedford pike 225 

B. on the Clay pike ascending Laurel Hill 243 

B. at Fort Hill on Castleman river 264 

B. at Harnedsville 266 

B, at Liston v i lie 270 

B. on Chubb run 272 

B. and D doubtfully identified m Clearfield county 300 

B. on the Moshannon 300 

B'. on Shade creek, 24 above B 141 

B'. variable on Ben's creek 307 

Baohus' (D.) coal mine, Elk Lick creek 70 

Baer's (8.) mine, (bed D,) Fairview 156 

Baer's (S.) limestone quarry 158 

BaerrW. J.) 173 

Baker's (J. D. and W.) coal mines 167,168 

Baker's Station, Som. <k Min. Pt. RR. Section 167, 168 

Baker's (W.) fire-clay (under bed D) 169,191 

Bakersville 235,237 

Baltimore and Ohio railroad Ill, 174 

Ball ore at Sliade Furnace 147 

Barnhardt's (J. A.) coal mine (E?) Weils creek 129 

Barnhardt's mine on Ben's creelc 216, 217 

Barren Measures, full of coal beds ; area ; summary 21, 22 ; 96 ; 290 

B. M. 350^ of them about Shanksville and Berlin 21 

B. M. 650' thick in Salisbury Basin 66, 59 

B. M. 850' to 400' of them seen at Salisbury 72 

B. M. cover Viaduct axis at Davidsville 107 

B. M. deep over Viaduct axis at Lavansville 109 

B. M. 370 near the Turkey Foot 178 
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Paos. 

B. M. 400' in the Johnstown-Confluenoe basin 209 

B. M. without coal on Ben's Creek 219 

B. M. on Mud pike east Qf BakersvilJe 235 

Barrow's (Josiah) C. mine, Laurel Hill Cr 240 

Barton coal bed not the Elk Lick ooal bed 61 

Basin of Johnstown sinks going south 246 

Beachy place Limestone on Castleman river • 78 

Beachey (J. W.) place, 2 miles S. W. of Salisbury 76 

Beaohy's (A. P.) ooal mine, Pittsburg ooal bed 82 

Beachy 's (A. P.) coal mines, Bider of Pittsburg ooal bed 85 

Beachy (A. P.) Hill, ooal area 99 

Beachy (J. W.) old tract 82 

Beachy's (M. J.) G. M., Pittsburg bed ; Bider ; Redstone limestone, 83; 84 ; 86 

Beachy Hill coal area 99 

Beachy (Jonas j farm 84 

Beachy (old Miller) limestone quarry 88 

Beachy (Redstone) limestone 90,94 

Beam's (John) C. M., S. Fork Quemahoning creek 227,229,282 

Beaver county section compared 23, 820 

Beaver Dam run 12,18,228 

Beaver Dam creek, 8. of Stoystown 128 

Beaver creek section 801 

Bedford pike geology, E. of Somerset 158,224 

Beech creek basin section 298 

Beechley's (W.) C. M. (Pitts. C.) 2^ m. S. W. Meyeradale 80 

Beechley place, 3 m. S. W. of Meyersdale (L.) 91 

Beechley farm, Great Limestone quarry 94 

Belt of Lower Productive Coal Measures 95 

Benches of a ooal bed differ in amount of hydro-carbons 268 

Bend in Laurel Hill creek 235 

Ben 's creek 208, 213, 216, 219 

Ben's creek fnrnaoe 215, 216 

Ben's creek section 306 

Ben's creek south fork. . 218 

Bennington section, Blair oo 804 

Bennington coal bed found on Castleman's river 190 

Berkey's coal mine at Hooversville 124 

Berkey's ( W.) coal mine, 2 m. W. of Stoystown 152 

Berkey ( David ) 124, 139 

Berkey's (J.) coal mine, on Shade creek 142 

Berkey's (Jeremiah) coal mine on Ben's creek 219,220,221 

Berkey's (Sam.) farm west of Sipesville 233 

Berkey's limestone quarry 293 

Berkey's mills, on brancli of Two Lick, Summit township 21, 26, 87, 42 

Berkey's mills section (250' of measures) 44 

Berkley's (P.) coal mine 42 

Berlin-Salisbury sub-basin, chap. 1 1 

Described in detail, chapter II 11, 176 

Berlin Region described, chapter III 21,224 

Berlin; Berlin section compiled 8,209,253,278; 22 

Berlin group, towards Johnstown 228»224 
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Perlinooal bed, 280' below Pittsburg bed | 23,82 

In Blue Uck Valley 1 39 

At sohool house, Meyersdale 43 

Coal and limestone at Forwardstown 223 

Limestones 84, 35, 40,41 

Upper Limestone equal Elk Lick Limestone 60 

Bird's coal mine on Chubb run 272, 273 

Black slate in XI mistaken for ooal 11 

Black slates of Upper Prod. Coal Meas 63 

Black foss. L.of B. M. east of Bakersville 238 

Blacksmith coal (E) 17,103 

Blough's house 218 

Blue Lick Region described in chapter 111 21 

Blue Lick creek heads at Pine Hill 26,32,37 

Blue Lick creek coals. 37,254 

Boger farm in Brothers Valley township 88 

Bohlen's (Jno.) Coal mine, 3 m. 8. of Southfleid 282 

Bondlin's coal mine, (B) Scalp Level 136 

Borings for salt on Ben^s creek 216 

Boulders of Pottsville Conglomerate (No. XII) 261 

Bowman's (D.) coal mine (B) Quemahoniug creek 125, 151 

Boyd tract, east of Salisbury 66 

Boyt's farm on Rhoads' run 172 

Brady's Bend section 819 

Brandt's coal mine (B) Coxe's creek 166 

Break-neck rockson Kimberlin'srun near Somerset, (Freeport SS.).. 114 

Bridge at Putnam school house 239 

Brook Tunnel 176,187,206,253,256,263,266 

Brookville coal bed^ see A above. 

Brothers Valley township 8, 8 

Brown's ooal mine, Summerhili 290 

Brown's run, (Rose bed) 186,242,247,250,254,257,293 

Brush creek coal bed (White's) 293 

Brubaker's ooal mine, Berlin 27 

Brubaker (Jacob) Cherry Hill , 150 

Bryozoa in Berlin Limestone 89 

Buckstown 6, 8, 12, 13 

Buffalo creek ; Berlin section 23,24; 28; 46,47 

Buffalo Valley coals; railroad 25; 26 

Burkit's farm 6 

Butler Limestone 817 

C. Kittanning coal bed 168, 180 

C. 30' above B, on Castleman's river, described 183 

C. Wolfenberger's mine • 191 

C. available coal bed 140 

C. on Quemahoning creek 160 

C. at Pinkerton Point 204 

Calcareous nodules in Pocono SS. No. X 6 

Cambria Iron Company 120,211 

Canoe Basin 57 

Cannel coal; on Shade 820; 145 
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Castleraan River gap described 9,67,78,233,236,253,261,274 

Castleman Biver section 179 

Castleman B. Valley geology from Negro Mtn. axis down to Turkey 

Foot, chap. X 176; 261 

Castleman Village section 194,198,203.209 

Castleman Station ooal mine (A?) 198,299 

Centreville 196,245 

Cement bed ; described 810 ; 317 

Character of Pittsburg coal bed 101 

Characteristic feature of L. F. C. bed, ouboidal 141 

Christuer's saw mill, coal benches. 68 

Cherry Hill, Shade creek, section 148, 149 

Chubb run 273 

Clarion coal bed, see B above, 

Clark's (G. W.) coal mine (B) Fallen Timber run ; iron ore 119; 120 

Clay (see Fire Clay) Lohr's 124 

Clay pike geology ; section 170, 172, 241 

Clear run, Stony township 16 

Clearfield county geology 800 

Cliffs of Morgautown SS., Faidley's hill 247 

Clillis of Freeport SS. on Coxe's creek 114 

Cliffs of Freeport SS. at Hooversville 119 

Cliffs of Freeport Sandstone 183,192 

Cliffs of Pottsvilie Conglomerate (No. XII) 50 

Cliffs of No. XII Negro Mtn.; White's creek 69; 111 

Cliflsof No. XII on Painter.; Laurel Hill run 233; 286 

Cliffs overhanging Castleman 's river 205 

Coal Measure System. Chapter XVII 285 

Coal area in Salibbury basin 95 

Coal of Pittsburg bed— quality ; specific gravity 101 ; 102 

Coal on Negro Mountain, not Pittsburg ooal 58, 69 

Coals of Barren Measures persistent and large around Berlin 22,290 

Unimportant in Johnstown-Cunfluence basin 210 

Normally variable 291 

Coal and fire-clay, but no limestone on Clay pike 253 

Coal bed 40' under Elk Lick coal bed 221 

Coal and limestone 100 under Elk Lick ooal bed 222 

Coal of Rose bed variable in quality 186,248 

Coal bed 50' over bed E persistent over Laurel Hill run 240 

Coal structure of bed D peculiar ( Beam mine) 229 

Coal of lower bench of bed D strong 173 

Coal between bods D and C ; C and B 180 

Coal bed 24' above bed B, on Shade creek 141 

Coal between B and A 180 

Coal in No. X II on Shade creek 143 

Coal bed near Garrett 50 

Coal beds variable and irregular 62, 86, 116, 126, 130, 204 

Coal horseback 166 

Coal for locomotives from Berlin 39 

Coal, percentage of volatile matters 313 

Coals west of Bakersvil le 236 
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Coffee Hill, south of Shade Furnace 148 

Coke ovens at Ursina mines 254 

Coleman Bed of the Barren Measures 23 

Coleman's (S.) ooal mine 23,32,84 

Coleman's Elk Lick limestone 86,38 

Coleman's (H.) coal mine at Berlin 25,83,34,36 

Colemans' ooal mines on Buffalo creek. 29,44 

Coleman's (Dan.) 166 

Comparison of Allegheny Valley and Allegheny Mountain sections, 316 

Compiled section of Somerset coal field 287 

Conemaugh river 106 

Confluence 209, 233, 236, 255, 27i> 

Conglomerate (Pottsville, No. XII ) sandy soil 4 

Described asa formation (see XII) 6,37,49 

Conglomerate of Freeport SS. mistaken for No. XII 183 

Conglomerate of rounded fragments of carbonate of iron, with a 

paste of silica (Faidley's) 246 

Connellsville RR. route up Fiaugherty's run 4 

Countryman (see Old) farm, L. and C 38,39,41,49 

Cover's (David) coal mine, W. of Berlin 49 

Covode's (Dr.) ooal mine, Jenner's x roads. 226,228,233 

Coxe's creek, S. of Somerset ; geology 114, 153, 190 ; 161 

Coxe's creek flre-clay (between D and C) 169 

Crinoidal limestone at Berlin 24,239,244 

CroU's ( Widow) ooal mine on Brown's run 265 

Cross section at Berlin 24 

Crossen's (Dr. ) land 278 

Cumberland and Elk Lick Coal Co. 's mines. 77 

(Pittsburg coal) 2 miles S. W. of Meyersdale 97 

Cumberland steam ooal 101 

Cunningham's house, Harnedsville 162, 269 

Cuboidal structure of bed D 141, 160 

Custer's ( Josiah) coal mine ( D) Faust's mills 140 

Custer's (Jacob) coal mine (B) on Shade 143 

Curious bend of Laurel Hill creek 235 

D, Lower Freeport coal bed-r=Upper Kittanning (C?) of the Alle- 
gheny River Valley country; and the .Darlington bed (C) of 
White's Report, Q. 

D. south-east of Berlin ; D and D' at Garrett 49; 60 

D. at mouth of Buftalo creek at Garrett ; north-east of Gkurett 61 ; 62 

D. at Moyer's mine on Shade creek 107 

D. at Meyer's mine on Stony creek 116 

D. at Eash's mine, Stony creek ; at Hooversville % . . . . 118 ; 119 

D. at Lohr's mine, Stony creek 123 

D. between Hooversville and Stoystown 123 

D. 100' above B at Stoystown 128 

D. at Will's mine ; Kimmel's mine 127 

D. on Paint creek ; on Shade creek 140 ; 136, 141 

D. at Custer's mine, over Ferr. L. on Shade ; on Buskin's run 144 ; 146 

D. has usually a good roof 161 

D. rides over the Negro Mtn. axis at Fairvlew 155 



i 
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D. at Kemmel's on Bedford pike 1^9 

D. has the ferrifarous (oeiiient) L. under it 159 

D. and D' ; 35' apart at Somerset 161; 162 

D. at Somerset ;—D ;—D 162; 168; 179 

D. at Statzman's mine on Coxe*s creek 169 

D. at T. Myer's mine on Rhodes run 171 

D. at Jos. Myer's mine on the Clay pike 173 

D. lower bench affords the stronger heat 173 

D. on Walker's land ; at Gebnartsburg 174 

D. under the Freeport Sandstone 177 

D. most important bed on Castleman's river 182 

D. at Wolfersberger 191 

D. back of Castieman village 196 

D. below Castieman village 198 

D. at Pinkerton Point on Castieman 202 

D. at Kring's mine S. of the Red bridge 213 

D. on the Mischler farm ; on Plank road 214; 215 

D?at Earnhardt's mine on Ben's creek 216 

D ? on the south fork of Ben's creek 218 

D. at water level along Quemahoning creek 229 

D. at Beam's mine ; central bench peculiar structure 229 

D. at Ursina; on Clay pike 286,255; 242 

D. on Middle creek ; at Brown's run 245 ; 255 

D. on Clay pike on Laurel Hill creek 245 

D. at Brook tunnel 256 

D. at Fort Hill 262,264 

D. at Hanna's mine, Harnedsville 266 

D. on White creek ; at Listonville 268; 270 

1). on Chubb's run ; D ? at Bird's mine 272; 273 

D. at Draketown ; at Confluence 278 ; 282 

1). atSmithfield 283 

D and E. Two coal beds between them in Clearfield county 301 

D. on the Moshannon in Clearfield county 300 

D. strikingly varies in character 313, 315 

D limestone (see Limestone; Ferriferous; cement.) 

D limestone at Fairview 155 

D limestone everyw^here around Ursina 255 

V Middle Freeport coal bed (=*»Lower Freeport** D of the Alle- 
gheny river classification )=**Limestone Seam" 809 

D'. at Garrett Coal Co.'s mines 51, 53 

yy, at Eash's mine on Stony creek 118 

D*. shows a bench south of Stoystown 129 

D'. on Paint creek ; on Kimberlin's run 135; 153 

D'. on Fox's farm; D' ; D' and D 160; 161; 161 

D'. at Somerset ; D' and D 35' apart 163 ; 162 

D'. on Coxe's creek; D' 163; 168 

D". 35' above D on Coxo's creek 170 

D'. on Clay pike; at Seybert's mine 170; 172 

D'. At J. Kummel's mine; D 173; 179 

1)'. along Castleman's river, described 183 

D'. back of Mineral Point, Castleman's river 192 
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D'. back of Castleman Village 196 

D'. on Clay pike; at Smithfield 242; 284 

D*. wanting in Cambria oounty 307 

Dalton's run 217 

Dark Shade creek ; (boulders of No. XII T) 13; 12 

Darlington ooal bed in Beaver coanty 317 

Davis* (J. N.) coal mine on Negro Mountain 68 

Davidsville in Conemaugh township 107 ; 117 

DeFranoe 86, 87 

Dickey's (Sam.) farm on Clay pike 243 

Different percentage of hydro-carbons in benches 268 

Dip of 60 east of Berlin 46 

Dip of 80 on Buffalo creek 48 

Dip west of Berlin 49 

Dip at Davidsville 107 

Dip on Stony creek ; down the creek 116, 118 ; 123 

Dip north-west on Wells creek 132 

Dip south-east on Paint creek 137 

Dip north-west at Hillsborough on Shade creek 144 

Dip three ways 145 

Dip south-east at Fairview 166 

Dip of 220 at Shoofly tunnel 206 

Dip north-west ; south of Stoystown 218 

Dipof lo 246 

Dip south-west very steep 250 

Draketown run 256, 277, 278, 281 

E, Upper Freeport coal bed ; described 184 ; 179 

E. south-east of Berlin: atGkirrett 49; 61,64 

E r at Bamhardt's mine S. of Stoystown 130 

E. on Kimberlin's run ;— E 163 : 161 

E. at Somerset ; at Schupstein's mine 162 ; 164 

E. at Baker's station ; on Clay pike 167 ; 170 

E. shows bench back of Castleman village 196 

E. sinks up Ben's creek S. fork, Forwardstown 218 

E. at Thomas' mine on S. F. of Ben's creek 218 

E ? at Griffith's mine on Beaver Dam run 228 

E f at Covode's ; water level ; bridge over Queroahoning 228 

E r at S. Berkey '8 and L. Queer's ; Sipesville divide 233 

E. at Barrow's mines 240 

Efat Putnam school house 240 

E. on Clay pike 242 

E. at Old Rush mine N. of Ursina 254 

E. at Fort Hill; Harnedsville 264; 267 

E. at Confluence and around 282 

Eash's coal mine (D, D ) on Stony creek 108, 116, 118 

Elk Lick creek ; Falls (see Falls) 65,79,97; 69 

Elk Lick coal bed named in 1840 60 

E. L. coal bed no^ the " Barton" bed (note) 61 

E. L. 330' above Mahoning SS. on Elk Lick creek 73 

E. L. on lower Castleman's river 187 

£. L. in Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin 209 
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Ei L. valuable on divide between Ben's and Roaring 219 

E. L. 400' over E south of Forwardstown 219 

E. L. area small south of Ben's oreek 219 

E. L. at Bakersville 279 

£. L. erroneously placed in old reports 298 

JS. L, Limestone 210 '220' below Plttst urg C. B. 22,60 

£. L. L. tlie lowest at Salisbury 22 

£. L. L. the highest at Berlin 22 

E. L. L.=** Berlin Limestone," caps the hills 35 

E. L. L. 225' below Pitts. C. B. on Elk Lick creek. 72 

E. L. L. on Castleman's river 187 

E. L. L. at Ck)nflueuoe, caps the hills 209, 275 

E. L. L. south of Ban's creek 221 

E. L. coal and limestone 223, 224 

E. L. L. at Ursina, caps the hills. 257,258 

E. L. L. at Harnedsville ; Drakestown 265 ; 278 

E. L. L. at Bakersville: Confluence 280; 283,290 

Engle's Mills coals described, east of Berlin 46 

Engle drift, east of Salisbury 66 

Erosion in ancient times seen in the rooks, 205 

Error viade by J, P. Lealey in I84O 60 

Errors in Reports of Progress K and L 61 

Error 0/ ISJfi repeated in Ligonier Valley .•',-,• 64 

Error respecting the Elk Lick coal corrected 293 

Faidley*s (A) coal mine on Laurel Hill creek 245 ; 246 

Faidley's section ; Faidley 's iron ore 312; 321 

Fairview village 8, 153 

Fall of the anticlinal axis 106, 107 

Fallen Timber run ( Hooversville) ; section 119 ; 303 

Falls of Paint creek; of Elk Lick creek 133; 69,71 

Farming land in Johnstown-Confluence basin 211 

Faust's Mills on Stony creek, mouth of Shade 107, 115, 123, 140 

Faust's Mill section, PI. IX, Fig. 64 142 

Faust's coal mine (D?)=Shade creek 141 

Forks of Paint creek 133 

Ferriferous Limestone ; two beds of the same name 820 

Of the Allegheny Valley system ; discussed 253, 317 

Name production of confusion in the geology 253 

F. L. under D the key rock to Somerset geology 1G9 

F. L. under D the key rock on Shade creek 144 

F. L. makes its appearance gfoing southward 178,179 

F. L. 150' above bed A 139 

F. L. on Stony Creek (level ) ; at Custer's quarry 108 ; 141 

F. L. on Huskin's run ; at Weaver*s, Quemahoning 145; 150 

F. L. at Fairview ; under coal bed D 167 ; 159 

F. L. under D (see Cement) 255, 274 

Fink place (coal D) Somerset 162 

Fireclay parting in D, identifies that coal bed 51, 188 

Fireclay between D and C persistent on Coxe's creek 169 

Fireclay under the Limestone of D •. 191, 242 

Fireclay under A at Shoofly tunnel 180 
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Fireclay at Sandy Ridge, Ac., in Clearfield Co 181 

Fireolay (see Clay). 

Fiabing run .' 241 

Flag run, west of Salisbury 83 

Flaugherty run ravine 4, G7 

Fllckinger's (S. S.) quarry (Litt. Pitts. L.) 74,95 

Folk place 88 

Formation No. XII=:Roger8' Seral=PottsviIle Conglomerate. 

XII; variable; thickness 150' to 200 6 

Not measurable in Negro Mountain Gap 9 

Clif& on Negro Mountain ; masses on Shade 69 ; 142 

On Uuskin's branch of Shade, 200'-fthick 145 

Confounded with Freeport SS. on Castleman rivdr 188 

Boulders on Mud pike ; at Fort Hill 236; 261 

Formation No. XII described at Garrett 9 

Mineral Point ; Ashtola; Beaver Dam run 10; 11; 12 

Buckstown (S. W.) ; E. of Statler's. Stony T 14 ; 17 

Absent at Shanksville, Stony T 19 

On Allegheny Mountain ; east of Berlin 19,46 

West of Garret ; in Salisbury basin 50 ; 56 

At Tubmill ; on Quemahoning near Morgan's 68 ; 100 

On Viaduct axis, on Castleman's river 106, 109 

In White creek gap, Addison township Ill 

On Stony creek. Red Bridge ; Hooversville 115 ; 119, 122 

Mouth of Paint ; on Negro Mountain axis in Paint 133 ;• 136 

On Paint creek above Sch&fer's 137 

Along Shade creek from Shade F. to Faust's M 140, 143 

On Huskin's run ; Morgan's Mills 145 ; 150, 161 

Keeps under the surface at Centreville 174 

At Pinkerton Pt. ; Mineral Pt., Ac 176,177; 178,180 

Caps the Negro Mountain in the gap 189 

Exposed on the crest of Laurel Hill 207 

On Bedford pike; in \ough. Gap 225; 276 

Keeps beneath surface in U. Turk. F. T 247 

At the mouth of Drakestown run 281 

Formation No. XII holds coal, on Shade creek, Ac 148; 241 

• Formation No. XII, iron ore — («ce Ore) 185 

Ore of Shade Furnace lies upon No. XII 147 

Formation No. XI=iUmbral Red shale of Rogers = 

Mauch Chunk Red Shale ; on Shade creek 7 

Not measurable in Negro Mountain Gap 9 

High on Negro Nountain ; at Ashtola 10 ; 11 

At Viaduct axis ; in White Creek gap 106 ; 111 

At Peck's corners ; at Red bridge 113 ; 115 

On Huskin's run ; on White's creek 145 ; 267 

lu Yough. Gap; on Laurel Hill crest 276; 207 

Formation No. XI, Mountain (St. Louis?) Limestone 

At Ashtola ; Peck's comers ; White's cr 11, 139 ; 114 ; 272 

On Bedford Pike, top of Laurel Hill 225 

In Youghiogheny Gap 208 
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Formation No. X=Ve8pertlne of Rogers=Pocono (or Upper Grey 

Catskiil) Sandstone, not seen in Negro. Mtn. Gap 9 ; 187, 89 

Seen in W bite's Creek Gap, Addison township Ill 

Seen in Youghiogbeny Gap ; nodule8. 208, 276 ; 6 

Fort Hili described ; Castleman nver 261 ; 176,206 

FortHili station, P. & B. RR 109,256,261 

Fort Hill section; D' absent 811; 184 

Forwardstown, S. fork Ben's creek 209,210,218,219,293 

Forwardstown section '. 223 

Fossiliferous Limestone 38 

Foss. black L. 150* abov^e E 238 

Fossiliferous band in Mauoh Chunk red shale (No. XI) 272 

Fossils of No. XI 276 

Fox's (Henry) coal mine (E) 169 

Freeport group of coals (E, D', D) described 315 

Freeport group at Jennerville 226 

Freeport group west of Bakersyille 237 

Freeport group at Drakestown 277 

Freeport coals at Gkirrett on Castleman's river 60 

Freeport coals (D and C) high on Stony creek 115 

Freeport coals at Stoystown. For other references see C^ J>'f D.. 125 

iYeeport Sandstone on Kimberiin's run 114 

F. SS. mistaken for Pottsville Conglomerate No. XII 114, 193 

F. SS. cliffson Coxe'screek 114 

F. SS. overlying coal bed D ; described . 177, 179 ; 182, 183 

F. SS. at Mineral Point, East river 193 

F. SS. at Confluence (256) ; 282 

Freeport Limestone, described 815 

Freeport L. wanting in the north .... 299, 305 

Freeport L. wantins: about Johnstown 257 

Freeport L. absent from 1st and 2d sab-basins ; Ursina 256 

Freeport L. on the Quemahoning ; at Pinkerton Point 152 ; 202 

Freeport Limestone 117, 157 

Frazer(Prof. Persifor) Jr 77,79,201,202,204,248,264,258 

Frieze's mill and coal mine, Middle creok 245 

Fritz's (S. P.) coal mine. Pine Hill church 32,34,36 

Fulton (John) 307 

Furnace at Forwardstown 201, 219 

Furnace on Ben's creek (SchSnberger's) 215 

Furnace (Old Shade) 7,13,144,145 

Furnace on Paint creek 133 

Gallitzin coal bed=Brady's Bend bed 6,293 

Grap of White's creek in Addison township Ill 

Gap of Stony creek through Viaduct axis 116 

Gap in Negro Mountain, 700' deep 189 

Gap of the Youghiogbeny river 208, 275 

Garrett RR. Station, Castleman river 9, 45, 50 

Garrett Coal Co's Mines (D ) 53 

Garrett county, Maryland 110 

Gary's run 241 

Gebhartsburg on the Clay pike 171, 174 
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Glen Hope, K60 Clearfield oounty. 101 

Gletwncr's Mino on Ben'b creek 2]9 

Gralinin MLiie. Great Limeatona 04 

Reastone ooal bed; Rider bed 87; 88 

Pitta bu rg onat bed, N. of Sallabury 80; 97 

GraTulm;iii tnicimal, H tn, E. of Sallabary M 

Qranlte noi found in Laurel Hill Mountain 276 

Graaay run, Saliabury baaln 67, 80, 88, US, 97 

Great Limestone, 160' above Pit taburg coal 67,68 

Great (or Uppe/) L., 136 above I'iitBlmrj,' cual : 63,88 

G. Ii. eroded from basin south of Graaay run 94 

G. L. group, desoHbed JOO 

Green ['.in.si IfLTmis L., 150' above black rossillfurouH L. 239 

GrISltb'B (W. G.) mine, J m, S. W. Jenner'a x K>ada 228 

Gross, (Josluh,) Laurel Hill N. of Olsy pike 24* 

Grove's (M.) coal mine, 2 m. B. 8. E. of Buokatown 16 

GuiiiberfaliinosLoiie^jiiarrval Pine Hill ohunih 26, S7 

Haines' Jiio. -coal mine on Bedford turnpike 234,225 

Banna's (J no.) ooal mine at Ilarnedsville 266 to 269 

Banna's Hill tsj 

Uaruedsville; bridge; D' absent 176, 176 ; 253, 266 i 184 

HarsbiierKer'HOoal lolne (PULs, C.)! limestone 82,200,219,222; 223 

Hay'a (H.) coiil mine Berlin bod Buffalo Cr 29,31,33 

Bay's Mills on branch of Bliia Lick creek. 36,87 

Hay'a Mills, H m. E. N E. of Berkey's Mill 46 

Hay's Mills on Allegheny Mnunta n branch of Btae Lick 49 

Hay's (Philip) coal nihie D) near Garrett 6i,62 

Hayes' {J. M.) Sewiokly L. quarry 02 

Heat power of lower t>encb of bed D IBS 

Ueinemeyer's (C.) ooal mine (AT); section 14; 15,16 

Helnback's (B.) ooal mine (DT) Mineral Point 194,198 

Uelnbacb'a (H.) farm and mine, CftBtleman's R 201,284 

UIggen'a run, branch of Queinahouing 163 

BillHborongb, mouth of Roaring Fork of Shade 144 

n-ihUl/ji-lVf 256 

Hochstedik'r-coal mine; D limestone JOO 

Hodge J T and Lesley 18;7,106 

HoH'eeker's ooal mine on Paint creek 139 

Hog'8-back, (see HH., pp. 1^5,126) 215 

Hogback Ridge (_E) : 266, 289,265 

Hoover's coal mine (E' T 50' above E) Somerset 164 

Hoover's farm. South of Somerset 240 

llouver;.villciaection 113,114,122,311 

Hooversville to Stoystown, geoli^y 138 

Hooversvllle Iron ore ItS to 120, 186, 199,290,3-^1 

Hugns* (Isaac) ooal mine (E).... 60,183 

Hugus' (I.) Limestone quafry, \ m. S. of Somerset 276, 2n 

Buskins run Iron ore; branoh of Sbade creek 145 

Indlantown 235 

Iron ore 111 Welta creek, Stony townahip 18 
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Iron ore on Elk Lick oreek 70 

Iron ores of the Salisbury sub-basin 102 

Iron ore at Hooversville 114, 120 

Iron ore on Wiirs oreek, 5| m. N. E. of Somerset 132 

Iron ore of Paint creek 133 

Iron ores of Castleman's river » 185 

Iron ppecks in the Mahoning Sandstone 186 

Iron ore under limestone 202 

Iron ores of the Johnstown-Confluenoe sub-baain 210 

Iron ore on Cucumber run 265 

Iron ore at Johnstown (see Johnstown) 309 

Irregular ooal (see Coals) 17, 23 

Jackson tavern 216, 217 

Jefferson turnpike 285 

Jennerville pike 109, 209 

Jenner Cross Roads 225,226,228,232 

Jersey Church 280 

Johnson's (Daniel) ooal mine on Elk Lick creek 70 

Johnson (Prof. W. R.) 101 

Johnstown ; section 211 ; 307 

Johnstown ore, over Mahoning SS. on Castleman river 186 

Johnstown ores unknown further south 211 

Johnstown ore on Mill creek 216 

Johnstown ore at Ursina 259 

Johnstown Cement bed 299, 310, 317 

Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin described, Ch. XII 207 

Seven miles wide ; bottom rises and falls , 208 

Described in detail, S. to Bedford pike, Ch. XIII 213 

K and KK Reports of Progress, Stevenson 287 

Kauflfmann^s farm .' 215 

Keim tract (see Li vengood A Keim) 80, 81 

Keim'n (Jaa.) Hill, coal area 98,99 

Keystone Company's ooal mine (Pitts. C.) 78, 97 

Keystone C. Co.'s (Great L.) quarry 93 

Keystone C. Co.'s coal mine (Redstone bed) 87 

• Keystone C. Co.'s (Redstone L.) quarry 88 

Keystone C. Co.'s Pittsburg bed has no rider, 86 

Keystone C. Cv>.'8 Little Pittsburg coal and limestone 74 

Kimberlin's run, east branch of Coxe's creek 114 

Section described, S. of Somerset, Ch. IX 153 

Klmmel's (E.) limestone knob 33 

North of Buffalo creek 85,36 

Klmmel's CF.) ooal mine (D) Sprucetown 127 

Kimmel's (J.) ooal mine, south of Stoystown 128,173 

Klmmel's (D.) mine (D) J m. N. W. of Fairview 169 

King: King's bridge 248; 242 

KJring mine, south of Red bridge 213 

Kittanning Coal Group 816 

Kittannmg coal bed, cannel 820 

Klein 282,283 

Knebel's (Jac.) coal mine (B7) Shade creek 144 

Koontz's (Gillian) coals, S. W. of Somerset 164 
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Kri^er's (Geo.) mine, Jersey Church 247,280 

Kring's Mills, on Stony, mouth of Paint IK, 133 

Kring's Hill 218 

Krissinger 46 

Kuntz's (J.) mine (B?) and section 12,13 

Laurel Hill Mountain 207,241,276 

Crest descri bed ; Bedford pi ke 208 ; 225 

Laurel run, branch of Coxe*s creek from east ^ . . . . 166 

Laurel Hill creek 200,233,235,240,263,275 

Section, Plate XIV 241 

Lavansville, Somerset township 109, 244 

Lenhardt's (Mrs.) mine, Smlthlield, Fayette county 283 

Lesley (J. P.) 201,202,254,258,319 

Leslie's coal mine. Fort Hill... 262 

Levels ; 1900' ; 2500 above tide 8 ; 9 ; 64,66. 93, 119, 125, 132,201 

Pittsburg coal bed above Castleman river 79 

Viaduct axis at various points 106, 112 

Ridge at Stanton's Mills, 2o00'-f 107, 108 

Pottsville Cong. No. XII on Castleman 110 

Level of 1755 ; 2130' 123; 125 

Coxe's creek 161 

RR. Pinkerton tunnel above C. river 204 

Laurel Hill crest, 2500' 208 

Ligonier ; Pike ; Valley section 90 ; 217 ; 64 

Limestones in the series, discussed, Ch. XVII 285 

Of Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin described 210 

Limestone land in Johnstown-Confluence sub-basin 211 

Limestone changed to iron ore 217 

Unusual or local bed 246 

On W hite creek 289 

Varia ble 75, 84, 90, 156, 167, 313 

In Butler county 317 

Persistent about Berlin 22 

Wanting near Engle's Mill, B. V. township 48 

Limestone Group of Upper Productive Coal Measures 100 

Great Limestone ; 160' above Pitts, coal 88 ; 67 

Middle (8e wickley) 85' 90' above Pittsburg coal 67, 63 

liower (Redstone) 58, 62,84 

On Tubmill run 68 

East of Salisbury 66 

Of the Barren Measures unworkable on Cast. R 187 

On Ben's creek; absent on Clay pike 219;248 

Little Pittsburg Limestone at Salisbury 61 

Under Pittsburg coal, 50 74 

Berlin group; highest limestone 33,34 

Elk Lick; on lower Castleman 60; 187 

Elk Licks, of Ben's creek 221 

El k Li ck 1 i m estone 70, 208, 209 

On Elk Lick creek; {see Elk Lick) 22,72 

At Beachy Place, 190' below Pitts. C 73 

On Tub Mi 1 1, 2 m. above its mouth 73 

22— HHH. 
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liiniestone 100' below Elk Lick limestone, Ben's oreek. 222 

XiimestODe 250 above E on knobs (Gross) 2i4 

Limestone No. 3 of Berlin, under Berlin coal 85 

Harsh be rger*s=No. 8, of Berlin section 209,228 

Gum berths Pine Hill oburoh, Berlin 26 

Upper Philson»8 (S. A.) Berlin 24,36 

Lower Phiison*s, Berlin 24 

Over Piatt ooal, Pine Hill, Blue Lick creek 43 

Limestone 180 above E (see Crinoidal) 244 

Crinoidai=^reen fossil 239 

Black fossil, E. of Bakersville 238 

Limestone lower than Harshberger's at Forwardstown 222 

Limestone at Fort Hill 261 

Limestone under E. below Castleman Village ; Ursina 198; 256 

100' above D on Huskln's run ; Faidley's 146; 247 

XJmestone under D' 53, 179,218 

Purer than limestone under D 172 

Imperfectly made out In the series 183, 184 

Limestone (Freeport), see Freepori Limestone 52, 116 

Freeport Limestone (?) S. E. of Berlin 49 

Limestone under D ; Ferriferous ; Cement ;— level 108 

At Lohr's; on Stony 123; 127,128,129 

On Paint ; on Shade ; Fairview 134,136; 141; 155; 156 

On Middle Cr. ;— described 174; 180; 182,183 

Wolfersberger's ; Sechler*s; Castleman Village 191; 197; 199 

Yoder's; Haines', 100' above B 214; 226 

Covode's ; along Quemaboning creek 227 ; 229 

Special description and analyses 159 ; 231 

On Clay pike; Laurel Hill Cr. exposures 242; 245,246 

At Fort Hill; Drakestown ; Smithfleld 264; 277; 283 

In Clearfield county 802 

Cement deposit ; not the "Ferriferous L." 310; 317 

Limestone 20 above C, new feature on Castleman River 182 

Limestone 210 below E 812 

Limestone and ore between B and A disappears on the Moshannon, 

advancing southward 800 

Throws doubt on the generalization 822 

Limestone of No. XI at Ashtola 11, 139 

Peck's Corners ; gap of the Youghiogheny 114 ; 276 

Limestone at Trevor row's ; Hooversville ; Berkey's 117; 124; 124 

At W. Walker's, Blue Lick ; Myer's, Rhodes run 88 ; 171 

At Schafer's; on Well's creek 158; 132 

At Reitz's, under his coal bed 130 

On Shade creek, 90' above Custer's coal bed 144 

Heinback's; under lower Dalton run ooal 202; 217 

For other references see Freepoi't and Ferr}ferouB, 

Limonite iron ore 217 

Liston; Listonville, Add. T 111,267,270,271,272 

Listonville iron ore over No. XII (absent on C. R.) 186 

Little Paint creek 188 
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Little Pittsburg Coal aud Limestone • 74 

Persistent ; see Rep. of Prog. K 75,76,77 

At Salisbury ; 45 below Pitts. Coal 61 ; 76 

Livengood's (Christ.) mine (Pitts. C.) 77,97 

Sewickley Limestone, 1^ m. S. W. of Meyersdale 91 

Mill, on Grassy run, W. of Salisbury 80 

Livengood <fc Keim's Sewickley L. quarry 92 

Redstone ooal mine 66 

Rider (of Pittsburg coal bed) mine 85 

Pittsburg coal mine ] m. N. E. Salisbury 80 

Hill, coal area ; ore 98; 102 

Li vengood*s mine J m. S. E. of Ben's or. furnace 215 

Lohr's (Jon.) farm, L. quarry, Stony creek 128 

viuarry above HcK)vers»ville ; iron ore 119; 123 

Lower Barren Measures specially described on O. R 185 

Lower Philson Limestone 24 

Lower Prod ucti ve Coal Measures Ch. IV 46 

In Salisbury sub-basin, 300' thick 56,59 

On Allegheny Mtn. east of Salisbury 65 

In Somerset sub-basin 118 

Covered with 370' of rocks near Turkey Foot 178 

On Castleman's river 180 

Cover most of the Johnstown-Confluenoe basin 209 

Description of them in the same 210 

Discussed 296 

Lower Freeport coal bed (D) 108,128,140,161,162,256,268,316 

dte., see D coal bed at)ove. 

Marble Hill, Somerset (Limestone of XI) 276,277 

M Cartney 272 

M'Ciintock's coal mine, Harnedsville 266,268,269 

M'Conkey*8 mine, (Pitts, coal) S. W. Meyersdale 77,97 

M'Creath (A. S.) 220,221,222,230,232,248,251 

M»Creath (David) 232,259 

McGregor's coal mine (A) described 12,13 

Madera section, Clearfield county 802 

Magnesian liuiesione, central layer, of D 231 

Mahoning Sandstone, 300' under Berlin ooal 3 

Over E, described 23,88,177,184,186,815 

AtGallitzin; near Garrett 5; 54 

East and south-east of Berlin 49 

In Salisbury sub-basin 59 

Placed 350 too high by Lesley in 1840 60 

At Hooversville 122 

On Middle creek toward Centreville 245 

Heavy and massive over the Rush ooal 254 

At Bakersvilie; Confluence 280; 282 

AtSmithtield 284 

Manganese 120 

Map of Salisbury ooal basin 55 

Maryland State line 84,110,272 

Mechanicsburg 74,79,88,97 
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Meyers' ooal mioe (D) J mile above month of Shade 115 

Meyers* limestoue quarry 116 

Meyersdale ; Jimestone 8, 65, 67, 76, 93, 187 ; 173 

Roll in the rocks at Meyersdale 3 

Middle Freeport (D' ) ought to be Jjower Freeport Coal 183, 316 

i^e D' above— woi seen at Fort Hill 264 

Middle Creek township 235 

Middle creek, mouth at Cast. Sta., in Medford T 109, 170, 174, 193, 243, 244 

Section along Clay pike 245 

Milford Station coal bed - 162,165,171 

Miller (Old) place, W. of Salisbury 83, 84 

Miller's (S. P.) coal mine (Pitts. C.) ; area 84 ; 100 

Miller's (S.) ooal mine, S. of Castleman R, 197,198 

Miller (Joel) Laurel Hill cr 238 

Limestone quarry at BaKerville 239 

Mines on Castleman river 189 

Mineral Point, W. end of Negro Mtn. gap 9,113,162 

General Section... 176,189; 192,311 

Mischler's farm 214,215 

Morgan's Wool Mill— Quemahoning 108, 110, 160 

Morgan's coal mine (B) 151 

Morgantown Sandstone, mistaken for Mahoning SS 61 

In Ligonier V alley 64 

100' above the Rose bed 247,249 

Moshannon basin section 300 

Mountain Limestone of No. XI 225 

Mount Savage (?) coal bed on Shade creek 143 

On Castleman's river 180 

Foot of Laurel Hill ? ; atFortHillT 241; 263 

Mowry 131 

Moyer's Mills on Shade creek 107 

Mud Pike on Laurel Hill run 236 

Mill's (Henry) mine, I m. S. E. of Schafer's Mill 237 

Mumman's farm 151 

Musser's (S.) mine, H m. N. N. E. of Berlin 27 

Myers' (Jos.) coal mine (D) on Clay pike.^ 173 

Myers' (Tobias) L. on Rhodes run and Clay pike 171 

Narrow Gauge nailroad 79 

Natural turnpike 272 

Neer*8 (John) mine, J m. S. S. W. of Bakersville 238 

Negro Mountain 1, 45,49, 66, 267 

Anticlinal described 7 

Crosses Dark Shade ; on Shade , 13 ; 136, 148 

Rises fast at Garrett 52 

At Cambria line 112 

At Hooversville, Stony creek 118 

Coalesces with Viaduct axis 110 

At Stoystown 123 

Crossed by Raman's coal bed. N. of Somerset 132 

At l^'airview ^ illage ; near Geo. Walker's, 163, 155 

Passes near Baer's mine, Fairview 166 

On Castleman's river , , , 178 
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Negro Mountain, coal beds up Tubmill run 68 

New Centreville, Milford township 109, 110, 118 

Xew Lexington 244 

Kic!iolson*8 (J.)i """« U "i« N. E. of Drakestown 201; 280 

Nickel ore at Forwardstown 6, 224 

Nodules (called "Nickel ore**) in No. X 6 

North KorkofYoughiogheny 233,235 

Number of ooal beds in the series 285 

Oil well record in Salisbury basin 66,67 

Old (.k)untryman farm 3S 

Old Forge bridge over Zook*8 run 198 

Orderof bedsof ooal, Part IV, Ch. XVII 285 

Ore below Pittsburg coal, Salisbury * 61 

At Elk Lick Falls 70 

Above E at Hooversvllle 121 

Below E, 235, at Hooversville ; in D 811: 269 

Ore shales between D and C on Castleman 182, 191 

Ore balls, 95 below Faidley's D, Laurel H. or 246 

Ore between B and A, Hooversville 120 

Ore ball shales, 25' above A. Wolfersperger's 191 

Ore, 25' above A, on Castleman river 199 

Ore between B and A 299 

Ore abundant along Shade, top of No. XII ? 147 

East of Salisbury 66, 102 

At Christner's on Tubmill creek 68 

At Lohr's ; on Shade below Roaring fork 125 ; 144 

On Roaring run ; on Uuskin's run 241; 146 

Shoenberger*8 near bead of Mill creek 215 

Ore bed changes to limestone 217 

Ore along the pike at Forwardstown 218 

At Ursina ; Lisbon ville 271 ; 259 

Ore noticed also on 168, 169 

Orthoceras in black fossil limestone 289 

Osceola sub-basin, Cleartield oouuty 2 

Ott*s saw m!ll on Shade creek 142 

Oven's run, near Stoystown 128 

Paint township ; eastern part wild 2,11 

Paint creek, S. E. dip ; mouth 7 ; 106, 144 

Geology ; section, Chap. VIll ; iron ore 133, 134 ; 133 

Parting of clay in ooal bed D 178 

Pebbles in Freeport Sandstone 183 

Pock's corners, top of Negro Mountain 118, 114 

Peelor 106 

Penrod's(H.)mine (B?) near Cherry Hill P. 148 

Petersburg 278 

Piedmont Sandstone 8, 110, 180 

Boulders mixed with those of Freeport SS 198 

At Pinkerton Point; Fort Hill 202; 263 

Pile's (Jacob) mine, 1 m. N. E. of Sipesville 232 

Pinegrove Station, B. & C. RR 178 
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Pine Hill, Brothers Valley T 21,23,29»32,86,»7 

Church Limestone quarry '. 26 

Elk Lick L.; Fossil Lduiestone 35; 38 

BerUn bed 34 

Pine Hill station, Buffalo Valley RR 25,23 

Piney run, east of Salisbury 65,66,67 

Pi nkerton Point ; Tunnel; Section; ore 176; 100; 202; 185 

Pittsburg Limestone Group 88 

Pittsburg coal bed in Salisbury sub-basin 56,61 

Not on Negro Mountain 68 

Not found in the Somerset sub-basin 113 

Its place 200' in the air over the Bedford pike 2J4 

f)e8cri bed in detail, with analyses 76 to 88 

Its area in the basin 96 

Its character, specific gravity 101, 102 

Its Rider coal ; its ore below 62 ; 61 

Pittsburg and Baltimore Coal, Coke and Iron Co 247,248 

Pittsburg and Connellsville RR 79 

Pbilsonooal bed; at Forwardstown 23,29; 209 

Pliilson's (S. A.) coal mine at Berlin 24 

Philson*s limestone quarry 27,36 

Philson*s (S.) coal mine, N. side of Buffalo creek 24,37 

Philson Bed the same as Rose Red 293, 312 

At Ursina 100' above E 260 

Phosphorus 120 

Plate II, fig. 2; fig. 8; Plate III, fig. 10 13; 18; 23,29 

Plate IV; 9; V, figs. II to 16; V 45,5^,95; 24; 23; 290 

Plate VI; VII; VIII; figs. 42, 45 59; 59,90; 122,124,129 

Plate IX, fig. 54; X Castleman Sec 142; 178,179 

Plate XI, fig. 76 178,192,194,195 

Plate XII, fig. 81,82; 563,562.... 181,204; 204,205 

Plate XIII, fig. 86; XIV, fig. 93 222,29*; 241,291 

Plate XV; XVI; XVII 262,265; 281; 65,112 

Plate XVIII 95,96,100 

Piatt (Franklin) 201,204 

Piatt Coal Bed— Weighley Bed 41, 44 

At Berkley's Mills, 43 

At Piatt's coal mine near Berlin 29,30 

Plateau of Negro Mountain 196 

Of New Lexington, Clay pike, coals. 244 

Pottsville Conglomerate, see No. X, below 23, 50, 106 

Price's (T.) coal mine near Berlin 27 

Price coal bed KU)' below Elk Lick and 385' below Pittsburg C. on 

El k Li ck cree k 23, 44, 72, 290 

On Blue Lick creek 42 

Putman*8 (P.) mine and school house. Laurel Uill creek 235,239 

Pyrite-s in upper bench of bed D 173 

Quarry (see Limestone) E. L. L. Ursina 259 

Queer's (J.) coal mine on North Fork. 233 

Quemahoning creek 107,108,123,125,226,227,228 

Geology in the Somerset basi n. Chap. VIII J33, 150 

South Fork of the Quemahoning 229 
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Railroad routes to market 108 

Railroad exposures of the measures poor 178 

Railroad cut ooal 257 

Rainan*s ooal mine, Dorth of Somerset 132 

Ravines. 4 

Red Bank 820 

Red Bridge; section 106,107,115,116,216; 310 

Redstone ooal bed, 45' above Pitts. C. B 62; 86 to 88 

Described as it occurs in W. Virginia 288 

Redsume Limestone; variable in W. Virginia 58,62,84,88; 288 

Regularit}* of Lower Prod. Coal Measures discussed 312 

Reitz's (Geo. ) mine (D) head of Weirs creek 180 

Limestone quarry 180 

Report of 1858 (H. D. Rogers) 18,109,126,128,131,133,204 

Report of 1840 (J. P. Lesley) 70 

Report of Progress, HU 105 

Rhodes' (Dan.)coai mine (D) east of Somerset 161 

Rhodes (S.) ; Rhodes run, Coxe's creek 160 ; 171, 172 

Geology between Millford and Gebbartsburg 172 

Richland township in Cambria county 1,7 

Rider coal on top of the Pittsburg bed 84 

Ridge between Laurel Hill creek and Middle creek 243 

Ripple's (Isaac) ooal mine 138 

Rise of Negro Mtn. axis is rapid (see Dip) 145 

Of anticlinal ; from Quemahoning to Horneilsvllle 110 ; 119 

Of basin (see Boiling) 57 

Roaring Fork of Shade creek 144 

Roaring run ;— iron ore 219,221; 241 

Rocl(ingham old charcoal furnace, Shade T 13 

Rodger's ( David) coal mine (D) Huskin's run 145 

Rogers (H. D.) 204,205 

Rollinj?dip (see Dip) 145 

Roll in ooal beds in RR. cut, mouth of Middle creek 194 

Roll in Ursina mines. 249 

Roman Nose on the B. <fc O. RR. in Virginia Ill 

Rose's (J.) ooal mine 137 

Rose coal bed and mine at Ursina 249, 266 

Rose coal bed=Phil8on ooal bed 254, 810 

Rose bed 100 above E on Castleman river 186 

Mistaken formerly for coal bed E 253 

On Laurel Hill run, 3 m. south of clay pike 247 

Not worKable at Ursina 267 

At Fort Hill ; Harnedsville 264 ; 267 

On White creek ; at Turkey Foot 269 ; 281 

Roy (Andrew) of Ohio 205 

Rush's (Jehu) coal mine, Laurel Hill creek 278,279 

F'arm 2 m. north of Turkey Foot 278 

Salisbury; bridge; S. <fc B. RR 80; 65; 78,81,104 

Salisbury sub-basin described in chap. V 55 

Coal areas ; coals ; section 95 ; 101 ; 287 
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Salt borings at forks of Ben's creek. 216 

Well record, Salisbury basia. 

. Sand Patch Tunnel, B. <fc G. <fc P. RR 6,89 

Sandy run 236,280 

Sandstone above the Great Limestone, (J. P. G. Measures 61 

*» Freeport" over D ; at horizon 119, 183 

Over A, described ; important ; on Gastleman river. 181 ; 193 

liOw in the same Productive G. Measures 239 

Makes a wilderness on Allegheny Mtn 177 

Boulders in Johnstown-Gonfluenoe sub-basin 212 

Sanders* (R. H.) topographical map, Plate XVIII 100 

Saylor hill and run 96 

Say lor place, 1 m. W. of Meyersdale 74 

Little Pitts, coal ; Great Limestone knob 74 ; 92 

Baylor's (J.) mine, I m. S. W. of Meyersdale... 76,94,96 

Saylor's («.) mine and quarry (Sewickley; 77,91 

Scalp Level on Gambria Go. line. 7,11,113,133,136 

Schftfer'sSaw Mill, Wells cr., Stoystown 129 

Second Fork of Paint ; mine N. E. of Bakersville 137, 237 

Schilfer's (Dav.) mine 1^ m. S. W. of Scalp Level 136,138 

Schdter's (And.) mine i m. W. of Ashtola 138, 139 

Schlifer's (L.) mine at Fairview 168 

Sch&fer's limestone quarry 158 

Soh&fer's ( Bodis) mine (D) east of Somerset 160 

Bchftfer's (J.) mine (E) east of Somerset 160 

Schafl''s Bridge, Castlemau R. ^ mile below ^Mineral Point 193 

Schapstein's coal mine (E) 164 

Schrack (Old) farm 47 

Schrock property 247 

Scott's (Noah) coal mine, Brown's run, Ursina 255 

Scrub Glade run 170 

Sechler's coal mine (D) Gebhartsburg 174 

Sechler's (H.) mine (D) E. 8. E. of Gastleman Village 196 

Sechler's section (264) 197 

Section across basin at Berlin 24 

In Beaver county compared 23 

Compiled around Berlin 22, 13 

At **Silver DiKgings'* on Well's creek II. 8 18 

At Heinemej-er's 15 

At Kuntz's farm in Shade township 13 

At Berkley's Mills, Summit township (250') 44 

On the W. Walker farm 41 

Across the Salisbury sub-basin, PI. IV, fig. 26 56 

At Salisbury ; compared with Ligonier Valley 59 ; 64 

At Pinkerton Point, Plate XI, fig. 80. 

At M. J. Beachey'smines, Salisbury 89 

In Second sub-basin, Part 11 1^* 

At Hooversville, Plate VIIT, f. 42 122 

At Stoj'stown. Plate VlII, f. 45 129 

On Pai nt creek, Plate IX, fig. 48 134 

At Scbftfer's on Paint creek I^ 
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Section across basin at Berlin — Continued, 

At Faust's Mill on Sliade creek 142 

At Clierry Hill near Berlin 149 

On Kimberlin's run 168 

At Baker's Station on Goxe's creek 168 

In Clearfield county, like Castleman river 178 

On Castleman's river, compiled Plate X 179 

At Mineral Point, Castleman river 192 

At Castleman ViUage 194, 203 

At Seciiler's 197 

At Yoder's, 1 m. S. E. of the Red Bridge 213 

At Forwardstown, south of Ben's creek 223 

Along the Clay pike, W. of Laurel HiU creek, XIV 241 

On Middle creek at Clay pike 245 

Opposite Fort Hill, Castleman's river 263 

At Ursina quarries 269 

At Harnedsville 266 

On Rush farm near Drakestown 279 

At Confluence 232 

factional list of the beds of coal, Ac 286 

Section of the Upper Productive Coal Measures 287, 288 

In Ligonier Valley ; in Greene county 288, 289 

Section of the Barren Measures, Plates VI, VII 292 

In Greene and Beaver counties, Ligonier and Snow Shoe. . . . 294,296, 299 

Sections in Clearfield county 299to302 

In Blair county ; Cambria county 304 ; 306 

In Somerset county repeated 3II4- 

At Brady's Bend in Armstrong county 819 

Seibert's (Jos.) mine (D) on Rhodes' run 172 

Series of beds in the measures 286 

Sewickley coal bed.. 91 

Sewickley Limestone (Middle L.) 63, 68, 88, 91 

Shade township ; creek 2, 12, 141 ; 7 

Shade creek mouth at Faust's mills 115 

Geology of Somerset basin (Chap. VIII) 133 

Shade creek in Somerset basin described 140 

Shade furnace (old) 7, 13, 144, 146 

Ore over No. XII absent on Castleman river 147, 185 

Shank's (J.) mine, 1^ m. N. W. of Shanksville 19 

Shanksville coals, Stony township 8,8,19,21,45 

Shonberger (Dr.) 216 

Shoo Fly tunnel 109, 110, 176, 181,203,204,263 

Silver Diggings 18 

Sipesville, Somerset township 109, 233 

Smi thfield .... 282, 283 

Snow Shoe Basin section 298 

Snyder's (J.) coal mine (D?) 197 

Snyder's ( W.) land, Fort HIU 264 

Somerset township ; geology 109, 153 ; 162 

Somerset sub-basin described in Chap. VI 105 

Varies in width j on Stony creek, Ch. VII 112 ; 116 
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Somerset and Milford station 102 

Somerset and Mineral Point railroad 165 

Specht's (David) coal mine (B) 126 

Speclit's (E.) mine (B?) Cherry Hill 149 

Specific gravity of Pittsburg bed coal 102 

Spruoetown near Stoysiown 126 

SUdtler's (A.) coal mine (B) 16 

Stadtler's (J.) mine, I m. S. E. Schftfer's mill 1S7 

Stanton's mills on Qnems honing creek 108, 118 

Steam coal from Berlin bed 89, 40 

Stevenson (Prof. J. J.) 111,289 

Stony creek ; township 19, 106, 107,2 ; 8 

Geology in the Somerset basin 21; 115 

Between Hooversville and Stoystown ; Stoystown 123 ; 126 

No. XII at Hooversville ; gap through Negro Mtn. Axis 1 19 ; 123 

Stoystown ; geology ; section 113, 116, 152 ; 125 ; 129 

Stutzman's (A.) mine ( B) on Coxe's creek 167, 168, 169 

Sub^nticlinal axes 105 

Sulphur spring on Ben's creek 216 

Sulphur percentage in coal deceptive 252, 258 

Summary of Upper Productive CJoal Measures 287 

Lower Barren M.; Lower Prod. C. Measures , . . . . 290 ; 296 

Summit township 8 

Synclinal east of Buckstown ; on Blue Lick 14 ; 89 

of Somerset on Stony ; holds Coxe's creek 123 ; 161 

On Seibert's land ; between Pink. Pt. and Shoofly 172, 175 ; 203 

Of J.-C. sub-basin passes Thomas' mills 218 

Along Laurel Hill creek ; near Confluence 235, 236 

Narrower in Somerset than in Cambria 237 

Close to Laurel Hill creek at Barrow's. 240 

Rises north-eastward 247 

Swank's coal mine on Stony creek 119 

Swamp in coal mine 87 

Tangascootao basin section 297 

Tannehill mine at Drakestown 277 

Terraces of Paint creek; Fort Hill 137; 261 

«* The Ridge" 8 

Thickening of the measures not probable. . . 184 

Thomas* coal mine and mill on Ben's creek 218 

Timber land 153 

Topography of Salisbury basin 65 

Influenced by the rise and fall of the basins Ill 

Varies when the Bar. Meas. replace L. P. C. Measures 177 

Of bend in Laurel Hill creek 285 

Trevorrow's ( W.) mine, 2 m. S. W. of Davidsville 117 

Tub Mill creek ; run ; ore 57,67 ; 70,85,92 ; 102 

Turkey Foot 235,265,275,281 

Twin coal bed 194 

Typical section of Lower Prod. C. Measures 297 

Union church ; coal ; Great Limestone 8 

Uniontown coal bed ; Great Limestone 68,98; 92 
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Upper Productive Coal Measures ; summary 66 ; 287 

Thickness 200 in Salisbury basin 69, 61 

Upper Philson Limestone 24 

Upper Freeport coal bed=£ ; described 110 ; 184 

Fttirvie w ; Maury's, Wells* cr. ; Oven's run 157 ; 181 ; 128 

Berkey*8, Hooversville ; Draketown ; Fort Hill 124 ; 277 ; 262 

Ursina; Pink. Pt. (see E, D', D) 202; 266 

Upper, Middle and Lower F. C. and F. Limestone 62 

Upper Freeport Limestone at Fort Hill 266 

For other references see Limestone, dte. 

Upper Kittanning coal bed, see Lower Freeport 316 

Upper Turkey Foot township 242 

Ursina 186,210,286,247,250.266,269 

Valley of the Conemaugh ; Toughiogheny 233 ; 273 

Waas' Saw Mill, on White's creek, Addison township Ill, 271, 272 

Walker's ( W. > farm ; section ; quarry 38 

Berlin coal bed. Pine Hill church 89 

Walker's (Jos.) mine on Blue Lick creek 38, 40 

Fossiliferous limestone 39, 40 

Walker's (P. P.) coal and limestone 42,43 

Walker's (H.) mine (E) Buflfalo creek 62 

Walker (Geo.) 166 

Walker's (Levi) coals (E, D', D) 167 

Walker's mine (D) 1 m. N. of Gebhartsburg 174 

Walker's property 269 

Walling's Atlas of Pennsylvania 110 

Water shed of Somerset Co. ; Sipesville 209 ; 233 

Weaver's Hill, Paint creek ; coals ; limestone 134 

Weaver's (D.) mines (D', D) Paint creek 135 

On Quemahoning, 2 m. below Morgan's Mill .... 160 

Weighley's Hollow ; mine in Buffalo Valley 28 ; 30, 36 

Weimer'scoal mine (D) at Somerset 162 

Weimer's Grove, 2 m. S. of Castleman Village 197 

Weimer's (D.) coal mine S. of Castleman river. 197, 198 

Well's creek, branch of Stony, S. of Stoystown 129, 130 

Well's creek iron ore. Stony township ... 18, 131 

Wiiite (Prof. J. C.) 23,288,317 

White's creek, Addison township 111,266,266,271 

Wigle (Jas.) coal mine (E) BerUn. 62 

Wiihelm Hill, coal area 99 

Wilhelm coal mine. Rider to Pittsburg coal 85 

Pittsburg bed, Tubmill run, 1 m. W. of Salisbury 81,82 

Little Pittsburg limestone quarry 76 

Sewickiey limestone quarry 92 

Will's creek at Stoystown 126 

Will's (Wm.) coal mine (D) Fairview 166 

Wi ! more sub-basin 1 

Wilt's (J.) coal mine (B?) Cherry Hill 149 

Wilt's (W.) coal mine (D) Sprucetown 127 

Winding Ridge=:Viaduct axis ; gap in HI ; 272 

Wolfersberger's (Phil.) coal mine (B and A) 168,190 
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Woi*s ooal mine, east of Somerset 160 

Wyaud's coal mice S. W. of old Shade furnace 148 

Variability of limestones; of B. M. coals 75 ; 251-f- 

Viaduct anticlinal axis 105, 172,203 

Makes a ridge as high as Laurel Hill 107 

Lowest at Davidsville 107 

Runs a little east of Stanton's mills 108 

Rises southward on Quemahoning creek 108 

Sinks again towards Castleman's river 109 

Passes one mile east of Sipesville 109 

Close to Savensville ; crosses Castleman's river 109 

Probably under New Centreville 109 

South of Castleman's river Ill 

Levels along its crest, tabulated 112 

On Stony creek ; crosses pike west of Stoystown. 115 ; 125 

On Quemahoning creek. 150 

Grosses Clay pike at Centreville 174 

At Centreville ; at Shoofly 173,245; 176 

Near Fort Hill ; on White creek 256 ; 272 

Vogle's ooal mine (A) top of Negro Mountain 189 

Yoder's (Ellas) Elk Lick Limestone quarry 72 

Yoder'smine (P. C.) S. W. Meyersdale 79,95,97 

Yoder*s mine, S. E. of Red Bridge ; section 213; 214 

Youghiogheny river ; gap 177,275; 208,275,276 

Youghiogheny valley 284 

Young (C. A.) 8,167,191,197,239,230,281 

Youngkin's farm, 1^ m. W. of Turkey Foot 280 

2iimman's (H.) on Viaduct axis 109 

Zimmerman's (Geo.) mine (B?) Fairview 153,154 

Zook's run, S. of Castleman's river 198 

Zook's saw mill, on run, Negro Mountain 69 

Zufall's limestone quarry (D) Castleman's river 199, 200 



EKE AT A. 

On page 55 for Plate XVII read XVIII 

Onpage 84 for Plate VII read VI 

On page 112 for Plate XVI I r^d XVIII 

On page 204 for Fig. 82 read 81 

On page 205 for Fig. 82 read 81 

On Page 235, sixth line from bottom, descending instead of asoendiny. 
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